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28 June 2018 

Mr Andrew O’Sullivan 
Wheat Port Code Review Taskforce 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 
GPO Box 858 
CANBERRA  ACT  2601 

 
Dear Mr O’Sullivan 

RE: Interim report of the review of the Competition and Consumer (Industry Port Terminal Access (Bulk 
Wheat) Regulation 2014 
 
AgForce is the peak rural group representing the majority of beef, sheep & wool and grain producers in 
Queensland. The broadacre beef, sheep and grains industries in Queensland generated around 
$6.8 billion in gross farm-gate value of production in 2015-16. AgForce exists to facilitate the long-term 
growth, viability, competitiveness and profitability of these industries.  
 
As the peak industry body for grain producers in Queensland, we would like to provide a brief response 
to the Interim report of the review of the Competition and Consumer (Industry Code – Port Terminal 
Access (Bulk Wheat)) Regulation 2014. 
 
In addition to AgForce Grains’ original submission provided on 19 January 2018, we would like to 
reiterate our belief that the code should be retained and provide support for Grain Producers Australia’s 
(GPA) submission on the Interim report which calls for some changes to the code while highlighting the 
need for further investigation. 
 
Specifically, the Code would benefit from several improvements including: 

• Reporting of stocks information, by port zone and grade. 

• Reporting of ‘up country’ grain to provide for greater supply chain transparency. 

• Specified timing for the provision of shipping stem information/reporting, to ensure consistency 
and transparency. In addition, GPA would like to see shipping stem information on all major 
grades of grain published.  

• The introduction of penalties, to provide greater incentive for improvement by operators. 

• A review of the current exemptions. 
 
Further, AgForce Grains welcomes the recent interest by the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission’s (ACCC’s) especially suggesting a possible expansion to incorporate other grains and the 
inclusion of ‘up country’ facilities. While we insist the code must be maintained until something more 
appropriate is put in place, we acknowledge that it may not be the most effective mechanisms to deal 
with all the issues identified in the grains supply chain. As a result, AgForce Grains echoes GPA’s calls for 
a full and robust review of the grain operating environment to identify competition and consumer 
protection issues and to explore appropriate mechanisms for solutions - both regulatory and non-
regulatory. 
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AgForce Grains would welcome the opportunity to work with the Department at any time to provide a 
grower perspective from Queensland or to discuss this regulation more generally. If you would like to 
discuss this further, please contact Zachary Whale, Grains Policy Director, by phone on (07) 3236 3100 
or by email at whalez@agforceqld.org.au. 
 

Yours sincerely 

Wayne Newton 
AgForce Grains President 
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