
ADELAIDE CITY’S 
bUSINESS FUTURE Have your say 

Visit 
PictureAdelaide.com.au 

or find out how you 
can get involved 

on page 40

WHAT DO AREAS THAT ARE MIXED 
USE WITH A BUSINESS FOCUS LOOk 
LIkE IN THE FUTURE? IMAGINE THE 
STREET SCENE, THEN HELP US TO 
PLAN WHERE IT HAPPENS...

Adelaide is a great place to do 
the business of opportunity: 
raise a family, launch a global 
enterprise, spin off a new 
product, bring the digital into 
manufacturing, build a cluster, or 
attract a great workforce.

the state’s resources boom 
is not just in minerals, but in 
people, skills, investment and 
opportunity. All thrive in this 
dynamic capital city. 

Adelaide is a city for life: 
a city for success.

south Australia knows where it’s 
going: its creative, engineering, 
defence, mining, manufacturing 
and service industries reach into 
the Asian and global economies. 
their close proximity enables 
partnerships and sharing of both 
resources and people.

the commercial district around 
currie, Grenfell, Pulteney and 
King William streets offers an 
array of high-quality business 
accommodation and services, 
while the renovated heritage 
studios along north terrace, 
Hindley and rundle streets set 
up the funk factor for creative 
enterprises, with coffee shops 
and intimate bars springing up in 
the lanes and back streets. 

Efficient	transport	links	
the centre of town to other 
precincts in the 20 minute city 
that is Adelaide. 

the bi-innovation centre in 
thebarton, the Adelaide studios 
in Glenside, the tonsley Park 
renewable energy hub, and the 
university network extending 
from the heart of Adelaide to 
the north and south of Greater 
Adelaide keep the city thriving 
with knowledge and innovation. 

How does one city get to be 
home to numerous Australian 
universities and international 
campuses? by offering a 
world-class city environment 
for university learning and a 
diverse society that welcomes 
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all-comers looking to build 
a life and contribute to the 
twenty-first	century.	The	two	
degrees of separation (the terror 
and wonder of a right-sized 
capital) mean that professional 
networks form easily and 
welcome newcomers or young 
entrepreneurial business 
leaders and workers. 

High-quality, clean and reliable 
transport means you can leave 
your car behind and get to the 
airport quickly. 

Adelaide city is connected 
globally by high speed networks 
and	locally	by	wifi.

the festival city punctuates the 
business calendar with arts, 
music, ideas, and great food 
and wine, bringing people out 
of	offices	and	into	the	streets	
and local restaurants and bars, 
which	benefit	from	the	buzz.

Adelaide city – the right-sized 
capital where people invest their 
hearts and their funds.

1.  the commercial district of the 
cbd offers a wide choice of 
office	accommodation

2.  High-quality, clean and 
efficient	transport	connects	
the city with key locations 
around the city and beyond.

3.  coffee shops and chic 
restaurants thrive in the lanes 
and back streets around the 
business areas. 

4.  streets prioritise public 
transport, but ensure that 
the city stays connected 
and works, with good 
freight access.

5.		Wifi	keeps	workers	connected	
to the world, whether it’s 
indoors or at a cafe

6.  A high-quality public realm, 
with attractive, modern 
streetscapes and water-
sensitive features ensure that 
workers are kept shaded in a 
sustainable way. 

7.  contemporary and 
character buildings combine 
to create a unique city 
environment for business.

'The festival city punctuates the 
business calendar with arts, music, 
ideas, and great food and wine'
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BUSINESS TRENDS

1.  The number of city workers increased from around 97,000 
in 1987 to 118,490 in 2008 (20% of metropolitan Adelaide’s 
workforce). 50,000 more workers are planned to join the city 
workforce in the 30-Year Plan for Greater Adelaide

2.  The highest productivity sectors are finance and insurance, 
and communication services (80-90 per cent above average 
productivity). Low productivity sectors include retail 
trade, accommodation, cafes and restaurants, government 
administration and defence, among others

3.  The largest growth employment sectors are mining, and 
electricity, gas and water supply employers, but the largest 
employers are finance and insurance, and property and 
business services

4.  Traffic entering the city since 1987 has remained relatively 
constant with a decline of about 3% since 2000, while the 
share of journeys to work by public transport increased from 
21% in 2001 to 25% in 2006
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ADELAIDE CITY’S 
bUSINESS FUTURE

1. Along our main roads: More 
people working along our 
main roads which suit bigger 
buildings, are close to public 
transport and shops/cafes 
and other services

2. in the north west: More 
people working in the north 
west will further add to the 
buzz of this area created 
by the new royal Adelaide 
Hospital and University of 
south Australia expansion

3. Victoria square: More 
people working close to 
Victoria square will help 
add to the vitality of this 
important place during 
the day as a place to eat, 
play or just watch!

What sort of 
Business Future 
locations does this show?

Have we got the  
locations right?

Where should 
Adelaide’s Business 

Future play out? 

Have your say 
Visit 

PictureAdelaide.com.au 
or find out how you 

can get involved 
on page 40
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busiNEss iN ADElAiDE  
Adelaide, as the state’s cbd, 
has around 5,500 businesses, 
and around 118,000 workers. 

the cbd has the highest 
concentration of business in sA. 
the 30-year Plan sets a target 
for 50,000 extra people working 
in the city by around 2040. the 
state economy is evolving from 
its traditional manufacturing 
and agricultural base to include 
new, advanced industries, and 
'knowledge-intensive' services 
that rely on professional 
knowledge, such as engineers. 

expansion in mining, defence 
and education, and the 
emergence of clean and 
renewable technologies, are 
positioning sA with growing 
economic prospects. the 
main employers in the city 
are property and business 
services, health and community 
services, and government and 
administrative services. 

Almost 95% of businesses 
employ fewer than 20 people. 
New	offices	have	expanded	
the cbd southwards. the city 
is connected by being an ict 
(information, communication 
and technologies) hub, having 
free	wifi,	being	in	the	middle	

of metropolitan Adelaide, 
being the hub of the public 
transport system and being 
close to the airport. city workers 
are drawn from across 
metropolitan Adelaide. there 
are 212 education and training 
businesses, employing 9,500. 
cafes and restaurants have 
increased, but speciality retail 
is struggling from competition 
locally and on the internet. 

Significant	State	Government	
investment is under way, with 
a new royal Adelaide Hospital 
and an upgraded Adelaide oval 
and riverbank precinct. the 
squares and Park lands provide 
opportunity for large and small 
events, as well as for recreation.

WHy A sTRONg busiNEss cORE 
is gREAT fOR THE ciTy
•	A city that’s more competitive 

economically and more 
productive and compact means 
many businesses and workers 
need less travel time.

•	businesses have greater 
networking opportunities by 
being closer together.

•	More workers mean local 
businesses	benefit,	and	can	
support a bigger range of 
business opportunities.

•	More accessible services, from 
cafes to corner shops.

•	More workers mean a more 
lively, and often safer city, 
with more people around 
day and night. 

THE cHAllENgEs WE 
HAvE TO PlAN fOR 
Having more people living in 
the city also brings its own 
challenges:

global economic trends and 
finding	the	city’s	niche	role. 
capitalising on the 
opportunities associated with 
growth in mining, defence and 
other industries. 
The perception that Adelaide 
does not provide young skilled 
people with sufficient career 
opportunities, which affects 
the city’s attraction 
and retention of talent and 
young people. 
The need to increase the 
quantity of commercial 
accommodation at a time when 
finance	for	developments	is	
more	difficult	to	secure. 
The development and 
attraction of large firms 
needed to anchor commercial 
property developments. 
increasing competition for 
specialist retail and events. 
connecting business easily 
within the city, and with 
the rest of the state and 

internationally in order to foster 
innovation to capitalise on 
economic growth. 
With more workers, how 
people get around without 
impacting on the city as 
a destination (such as by 
increasing noise and pollution). 
more people getting to the city 
on buses, trains and trams, 
thereby increasing viability 
of more services, but adding 
demand to a concentrated 
peak-hour demand. 
How to preserve heritage 
buildings while making sure 
land is fully developed.  
How to accommodate more 
workers	in	a	defined	city	layout	
while maintaining what makes 
Adelaide liveable and good for 
business. 
How council goes about rating 
and what facilities it spends 
resources on, such as it and 
business support. 
Having a great public realm 
that attracts workers to the city.  
Attracting workers to stay 
longer hours in the city. 
How to manage increased 
demand on resources, such as 
water and energy, and waste 
recycling services, and in a way 
that is low-carbon. 
How to maximise ease of 
business and communication 
through digital technology.

A CITY THAT WORKS: 
bENEFITS AND CHALLENgES OF 
A PROSPEROUS FUTURE
A strong, prosperous capital is vital for a competitive state. 
Here we look at the city now, and some of the issues the 
city will face as a business centre into the future

‘Businesses have 
greater networking 

opportunities 
by being 

closer together’
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