
GO WILD! PHOTO COMPETITION 2016 

JUDGE: NELLIE MENZIES (local photographer) 

 

Comments and feedback 

I would like to thank all photographers for taking the time to contribute their images to the 

Wingecarribee World Environment Week Photography competition.  I have enjoyed looking 

through these images and discovering each photographer’s perception of the natural 

environment around them.  

I have selected the images I feel have best fulfilled this competition’s criteria as well as 

showing me that the photographers have “gone wild” in order to get their images. I have 

tried to not concentrate on technical skills but have added some advice to a few on how 

they may create a better image to improve their photography.  

photograph the wild beauty of the Southern Highlands, particularly our 

region’s amazing natural landscapes and wildlife. 

The purpose of World Environment Week and this competition is to encourage residents of 

the Wingecarribee Shire to “Go Wild”. I would like to encourage everyone to explore and 

learn to appreciate the natural beauty of the Wingecarribee. We are blessed with many 

walking trails and nature reserves where we can “go bush” and see native plants and 

animals unimpeded by our presence, simply existing as nature intended. 

 

  



High School  

1st    Place - Water Fall, Colo Vale by Bodhi Todd 

 

Bodhi submitted two beautiful images which fitted the criteria perfectly. I have chosen the 

waterfall image because it reveals that Bodhi has taken time to stop, observe and 

appreciate the natural landscape.  

Sometimes it is beneficial to move around your subject to see if you can get a better angle 

and eliminate distractions. I also loved the Koala shot, I hope you shared the image with the 

Southern Highlands Koala Conservation Project. 

  



High School 

2nd Place - Wings by Ben Mitchell  

 

Ben has captured a wonderful image of a common bird species the Pacific Black Duck, I have 

a fondness for these little characters as they bring nature to our doorstep especially in 

spring.  I would imagine Ben spent some time watching and photographing the ducks in 

order to get this shot.  

I would like to suggest to Ben that he removes his watermark for any future competitions as 

they are not required or needed and can be a distraction. By all means use them on your FB 

images. 

  



High School 

3rd  Place - Trees by Alexander Ta-Me’ 

 

Alexander’s image is a reminder to us all that our natural environment is all around, above 

and below. Alexander has looked beyond what sits at eye level and revealed the patterns of 

nature above us. 

  



High School - Highly Commended 

Berrima River by Mimi Love 

 

Mimi has shown that she has taken the time to walk along one of the many beautiful 

waterways in the Wingecarribee.  I would encourage Mimi to select a specific point of 

interest in her images. I love the reflections in the still water.  

  



High School - Highly Commended 

Berrima River by Iris Love 

 

 

Iris has captured how we can appreciate and enjoy Wingecarribee walking trails. It is so 

important the children of the Wingecarribee develop a love for the natural environment.  

Try some different angles when framing your shot Iris, maybe crouch to get lower to create 

some interesting perspectives.  

  



Primary School 

1st Place – Love Nature by Mischa Spokes 

 

 

I like that Mischa has stepped into nature to observe and capture both the detail and 

broader beauty of the bush. Mischa has made the tree her main focal point but has included 

the surrounding bush in the image to highlight the importance diversity of our environment.  

I would have liked the tree to be a little sharper (in focus) but really like the composition and 

colour. Great job Mischa! 

 

  



Primary School 

2nd Place - Sunlight Trees by Sebastian Ta-Me’ 

 

 

I really like that Sebastian has captured the bush with the sun low in the sky. It is my 

favourite part of the day. The bush comes alive at both the beginning and the end of the day 

when the native animals (especially our bird life), are busy doing their own thing. It is such a 

wonderful time to sit and observe nature. 

 

  



Primary School 

3rd Place – Reflections on the Water by Beatrix Jones 

 

Beatrix has taken time to notice and appreciate the golden reflections in the water. Without 

all the beautiful trees in the background this image would not work. The sun being low in 

the sky has created the perfect light for the flecks of gold on the tree trunks and in the 

water. Well done Beatrix  

 

  



Primary School - Highly Commended 

Wildlife by Allira Glasspool 

 

 

One of the most alluring parts of bushwalking in the Wingecarribee is the diversity of 

vegetation we have. I love the softness of the native tree ferns captured in this image. A 

little more thought on where you position yourself when taking an image, perhaps by 

including what’s beneath the tree ferns would have made this a really beautiful shot. 

 

  



Primary School - Highly Commended 

Skink in Sunshine by Olive Love 

 

Olive has captured an interesting image of light and shadows. I like how the lizard is resting 

in the sun while the shadows have created a nice angular pattern on the pavers. Olive’s 

image shows us the importance of creating habitat within our gardens and to protect and 

encourage native animals to live around us. 

 

  



Primary School - Highly Commended 

Banksia by Tamika Spokes   

 

A lovely shot by Tamika showing one of Australia’s iconic flowers Banksia spinulosa. Prolific 

in the Wingecarribee, Banksias are a food source to native nectar feeding birds and insects 

and are a valuable plant to have in your home garden too. Nicely focused and composed 

Tamika 


