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The Hobart Food Trucks program 
provides a framework within which the 
City of Hobart, local business and the 
community can enjoy the economic, 
social and cultural benefits of mobile 
food vending.

The City is committed to supporting 
existing food and beverage businesses 
and aims to ensure that the program 
complements the city’s existing food 
and beverage economy. As a result, 
the program has been developed after 
extensive community and business 
consultation and the implementation 
of 12-month trial that took place from 
July 2015 to July 2016.  

INTRODUCTION
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VALUES

The following values underpin the Hobart Food 
Trucks program. 

Diversity – The program offers a unique 
culinary experience in an innovative way that 
increases the diversity of mobile food options.

Quality – The program incorporates and 
promotes fresh Tasmanian ingredients into a 
quality food experience.

Sustainability – The program incorporates 
and promotes ethical, environmental and 
sustainable practices.

Value – The program adds economic and 
cultural value to the city by activating a range 
of sites at a range of different times.

AIMS

• Activate the City of Hobart.

• Diversify the local economy.

• Encourage mobile food vending while 
maintaining support for existing businesses.

• Enable cultural experiences that encourage 
social interaction.

• Enhance the community’s sense of safety 
and wellbeing.

PRINCIPLES
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DEFINITION

For the purposes of this program, a Hobart 
Food Truck is defined as any vehicle that is 
registered as a Mobile Food Premises within 
Tasmania under the Food Act 2003, that seeks 
to trade within public and City of Hobart 
owned spaces, within the City of Hobart 
municipal area. 

Hobart Food Trucks can be road-registered 
vehicles, such as trucks, minivans, caravans or 
enclosed trailers, as well as non-motorised, 
non-road-registered vehicles, such as push-
carts or tricycles.

Only road-registered vehicles, where trade is 
wholly from inside the vehicle, can trade on 
the road while participating in the Hobart Food 
Trucks program.

Only non-motorised, non-road-registered 
vehicles can trade on footpaths or in parks or 
reserves while participating in the Hobart Food 
Trucks program.
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SULLIVANS COVE PLANNING SCHEME 
TRADING EXCEPTIONS

The following trading exceptions allow 
permitted vendors to trade within the Sullivans 
Cove Planning Scheme 1997 area:

Collins Street 
(between Campbell Street and Brooker Avenue)

2 hour Mobile Food Vendor Zone  
prior to 6 pm, Monday–Saturday,  
no trade after 8 pm, seven days

McVilly Drive, Queens Domain 
(bike path car park)

Mobile Food Vendor Zone  
8 am – 8 pm, seven days

Salamanca Lawns 10.30 pm – 2.30 am,  
Friday and Saturday nights only

The Salamanca Lawns Mobile Food Vendor 
Zone is the only Hobart Food Trucks trading 
location administered through a roster by the 
City of Hobart.  

Hobart Food Truck permit holders wishing to 
trade within the Salamanca Lawns Mobile Food 
Vendor Zone must register their interest in 
trading in this location with the City of Hobart 
when applying for a permit.

It should be noted, however, that trade within 
any of the above areas still requires adherence 
to all permit conditions, particularly the 50-metre 
minimum distance from existing businesses while 
those existing businesses are trading. 

Vendors participating in the Hobart Food Trucks program can trade within the area defined by the 
Hobart Interim Planning Scheme 2015 and some restricted areas within the area defined by the 
Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997.

A map showing the boundary of the scheme is on page 18 of this document and detail of the 
boundary within the inner city area and waterfront is on page 19 of these guidelines. 

The exception to this, is previously approved mobile food trading zones within the Hobart and 
Sullivans Cove Planning Schemes, as well as identified ‘No Go Zones’.

TRADING LOCATIONS
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EVENTS AND FESTIVALS

City of Hobart requirements and permits 
pertaining to mobile food trade on private land 
during special events fall outside the scope of 
the Hobart Food Trucks program. 

Mobile food vendors wishing to trade during 
special events are required to hold a current 
Mobile Food Premises Registration Certificate 
issued by a local government authority’s 
environmental health unit, and should also 
speak to individual event organisers about  
the specific trading requirements for the 
relevant event.

NO GO ZONES

While the Hobart Food Trucks program is 
designed to activate Hobart as much as 
possible, a number of No Go Zones exist 
within the program. These are areas where 
Hobart Food Trucks are not allowed to trade. 

The following No Go Zones exist to ensure 
that the Hobart Food Trucks program does 
not adversely impact on high concentrations 
of existing food and beverage establishments, 
to ensure the safe flow of vehicles and 
pedestrians or to adhere to existing by-laws. 
Maps for the zones are on pages 18–25 of 
these guidelines.

• The waterfront precinct

• North Hobart shopping precinct

• Brooker Highway and Brooker Avenue

• Sandy Bay shopping precinct

• Southern Outlet

• kunanyi/Mount Wellington

Hobart Food Truck permit holders may be 
allowed to trade within any of the No Go 
Zones (with the exception of the Southern 
Outlet, Brooker Highway, Brooker Avenue and 
kunanyi/Mt Wellington zones) if trade occurs 
within an existing Mobile Food Vendor Zone, 
as previously outlined, or if an event permit has 
been issued by the City for the location.  
This could be for a festival, fair or similar 
community or cultural celebration.
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TRADING TIMES AND DURATION

Hobart Food Truck permit holders can trade 
within the sign-posted parking restrictions 
applicable to the relevant trading site after 7 
am and until 12 pm, seven days per week.

If there are no sign-posted parking restrictions 
within the relevant trading location, then 
Hobart Food Trucks can trade for a maximum 
of four (4) hours in one location on any given 
day, after 7 am and until 12 pm, seven days 
per week. Notwithstanding this, Mobile food 
vans within this program are required to be 
moved after 6 consecutive hours of parking in 
the same location. 

The exceptions to this are the specific trading 
times and durations within the previously 
approved Mobile Food Vendor Zones outlined 
earlier within these guidelines.

TRADING ON CITY OF HOBART LAND 
VS TRADING ON PRIVATE LAND

Hobart Food Trucks Program Guidelines and 
Permit Conditions only relate to trade on City 
of Hobart-owned and/or administered land, 
such as the road reserve, park, reserve and/
or open air public car park within the Hobart 
Interim Planning Scheme 2015.

The Sullivans Cove Planning Scheme 1997 falls 
outside the parameters of these guidelines 
and therefore Hobart Food Trucks are not 
permitted to operate within these areas, 
except in designated areas  and during special 
events. The exceptions to this are Salamanca 
Lawns, Collins Street and Franklin Square (for 
non-motorised vendors only), outlined within 
these guidelines.

Mobile food vendors wishing to trade regularly 
on private land within the Sullivans Cove 
Planning Scheme 1997, as well as within the 
Hobart Interim Planning Scheme 2015, should 
contact City of Hobart Planning staff on 6238 
2715 for information on application processes.

 

TRADING



12

Mobile food vendors interested in participating 
in the Hobart Food Trucks program must 
complete the Hobart Food Truck application, 
available on the City of Hobart website. 

The Hobart Food Truck permit gives the permit 
holder the right to trade on City of Hobart 
property within the area defined by the Hobart 
Interim Planning Scheme 2015. 

Annual and three-month permits are issued 
throughout the year. 

The permit is valid until the expiry date or until 
such time as the vendor ceases to trade. A 
permit may be revoked by the City at any time 
due to non-compliance with any of the permit 
conditions. There is no partial refund of permit 
fees if the vendor wishes to cease trading. 

To be eligible to apply to participate in the 
Hobart Food Trucks program, applicants must 
provide evidence of the following:

a current Mobile Food Premises  
Registration Certificate

a current Public and Product Liability 
Insurance with cover of $20 million.

For vendors that are trading from road-
registered vehicles, such as trucks, vans, 
caravans and covered trailers, evidence of road 
registration must also be provided.

 

PERMIT
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PERMIT FEE

The permit fees for the Hobart Food Trucks 
program are GST free and are as follows:

Road-Registered Vehicles –  
for trade on public roads

Full-Year Permit $ 2606

3-Month Permit $ 781

Non-Motorised, Non-Road-Registered 
Vehicles – for trade on footpaths, parks  
and reserves

Full-Year Permit $ 1302

3-Month Permit $ 390

DELEGATION TO APPROVE HOBART 
FOOD TRUCK PERMITS

The City of Hobart General Manager has the 
power to issue Hobart Food Truck permits 
under section 56C of the Vehicle and Traffic 
Act 1999 and the Parks, Recreation and Natural 
Areas By-law, No. 5 of 2008.

PERMIT REISSUE

Mobile food vendors already participating in the 
program are required to apply for a new permit 
when their existing permit expires. Permits are 
not automatically renewed.

PERMIT CANCELLATION

Hobart Food Truck permits will be cancelled by 
the City of Hobart if the permit holder breaches 
any of the permit conditions listed within the 
permit, including non-payment of permit fees.

REFUND OF PERMIT FEE

 A full refund of any permit fees will be provided 
to the vendor if extenuating circumstances 
prevent them from trading within 14 days of 
payment of the fee.

TRANSFER OR SALE OF MOBILE FOOD 
VEHICLE OR BUSINESS

Current permits under this program are 
transferrable with the registered mobile food 
van. The transfer or sale of a mobile food 
vehicle or business that is participating within 
the Hobart Food Truck Program however, 
requires the transferee or new owner to provide 
all relevant environmental health permits, 
insurance and vehicle documentation in their 
name prior to issuing of a permit to trade. It 
should be noted that Environmental Health 
permits and Mobile Food Premises Registration 
Certificates are not transferrable. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY

• Comply with all environmental health  
laws pertaining to Mobile Food  
Premises registration.

• Comply with all Australian Standards 
relating to the installation, maintenance 
and operation of gas and/or electrical 
appliances within the mobile food vehicle.

• Keep the mobile food vehicle well 
presented, clean and in roadworthy 
condition at all times.

• For road-registered mobile food vehicles 
parked on the road reserve, serve customers 
from the footpath side of the mobile food 
vehicle only.

• For road-registered mobile food vehicles 
parked on the road reserve, park the mobile 
food vehicle in the direction of traffic  
flow only.

• Not receive deliveries while trading.

TRADING TIMES, LOCATION & DURATION

• Trade a minimum of 50 metres from an 
existing food and beverage business during 
that busines’s normal trading times, unless 
written permission has been provided from 
the business owner.

• Trade a minimum of 50 metres from the 
street entrance of any residential property 
when trading on the same side of the street 
as residential properties, unless written 
permission has been provided from both the 
resident and land owner 

• Do not trade within 50 metres of the 
boundary of a market, festival, fair or 
similar special event that includes food and 
beverage traders within the event footprint.

• Do not trade within any identified Hobart 
Food Trucks No Go Zone unless participating 
in a permitted special event.

• Park in lawful parking bays where applicable 
on a public street while trading.

• Pay all relevant on-street parking fees that 
apply to the mobile food vehicle and any 
other trade-related vehicles while trading.

• Trade within the parking limitations relevant 
to the parking bays of the trading location, 
i.e. do not feed the meter to trade longer 
than the parking limitations.

• Once the maximum permitted parking 
time has elapsed, as shown on the relevant 
parking sign-post, trade can no longer occur 
in that location, on that same day. Participants 
are required to move to another parking area, 
a minimum of  50 metres away. 

• Trade is not permitted  in a parking space 
that restricts parking to less than one hour, i.e. 
an area sign-posted as 30-minute parking.

• In an area controlled by parking meters, 
trading is permitted outside of the hours of 
operation of the meter.

• Outside of designated precincts and 
recognised trading zones, trade is only 
permitted within the hours of 7 am and 12 
pm, seven days per week.

• Trade for a maximum of four (4) hours 
continuously in any one location on any day in 
a location that does not have parking meters 
or other sign-posted parking limitations.

• Road-registered vehicles are required to 
move on from a trading spot within one (1) 
hour of ceasing trading in any one location 
and are not allowed to remain parked in the 
same position for trade or otherwise for more 
than six hours during the recognised trading 
hours of the program (above).

PERMIT CONDITIONS
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COMMUNITY ACCESS

• Maintain community access to parking, taxi, 
loading and bus zones, as well as footpaths, 
roads, driveways and wheelchair access 
ramps at all times.

• For road-registered vehicles, ensure that 
all trade is wholly from within the mobile 
food vehicle and that food or beverage 
preparation, cooking or serving equipment 
or structures are not installed or erected 
outside the vehicle to display, prepare or 
serve food.

• For non-motorised, non-road-registered 
vehicles, ensure that all food preparation, 
storage and service take place from the 
vehicle and that no other equipment or 
structure is installed or erected outside the 
vehicle.

• For non-motorised, non-road-registered 
vehicles ensure that a minimum clearance 
of 1.8 metre is maintained between shop 
frontages and the trading vehicle at all times.

• Not provide tables, trestles, marquees, 
tents, chairs, boxes, crates or similar items 
for patrons to use as tables or seats if the 
mobile food vehicle is trading directly on or 
onto a paved footpath or other pedestrian 
thoroughfare.

• Ensure access to all street furniture, 
such as public seats, bicycle parking, 
drinking fountains and rubbish bins is not 
compromised as a result of permitted trade.

• Ensure that trees and/or street furniture, such 
as public seats, bicycle parking, drinking 
fountains and rubbish bins, are not modified 
as a result of permitted trade.

• Ensure that all advertising or signage is fixed 
securely to the mobile food vehicle and does 
not protrude onto the road and/or footpath.

• Ensure customers do not queue across 
footpaths, onto roadways, driveways or other 
pedestrian or trafficked accesses.

• Acknowledge that the City of Hobart 
reserves the right to change or limit the 
time, duration, frequency and location that 
mobile food vendor trading may take place. 
This may be influenced by such factors as 
inclement or potentially dangerous weather 
conditions, the condition of roads, footpaths, 
public reserves and parks, as well as 
upgrades, repairs and maintenance as may 
be required.

• Acknowledge that the City of Hobart 
reserves the right to limit the number of 
vendors trading in or to stop trade in any 
location at any one time if health and safety, 
vehicular or community access, heritage or 
environmental obligations require this.
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NOISE

• Where possible use power sources that 
generate low or no noise and/or air 
pollution.

• Ensure that all noise associated with trade, 
including customer activity, is kept to a 
minimum.

• Ensure that amplified music or public 
address system are not used.

WASTE

• Ensure that all containers and utensils 
provided to customers are certified as 
compostable.

• Ensure that all waste created from the 
preparation and consumption of food is 
removed from the trading site and not 
disposed of in City rubbish bins.

• Provide at least one rubbish bin for 
customers to use in close proximity to the 
mobile food vehicle (and if at all possible, 
two bins; including a second bin for any 
recyclables) and ensure that the site is kept 
clear of rubbish and litter at all times.

• Ensure that wastewater and waste oil are 
contained according to Environmental 
Health Standards and removed and 
disposed of appropriately.

• Ensure that no wastewater, oil or other 
liquid is deposited into the stormwater 
system. 

• Ensure that no hosing down of the mobile 
food vehicle or trading site takes place. 

• Where the City has to undertake extra 
cleaning and/or removal of litter as a 
direct result of a Hobart Food Truck permit 
holder’s trade, the responsible permit 
holder will reimburse the City for all costs 
incurred for the cleaning and/or tidying of 
the area. 
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GENERAL

• Pay all Hobart Food Truck permit fees as 
required by the due date.

• Display the Hobart Food Truck permit within 
the mobile food vehicle at all times.

• Apply to renew the Hobart Food Truck 
permit as required.

• Not transfer the Hobart Food Truck permit 
to another person or business, unless the 
business and/or mobile food vehicle have/
has been sold. 

• Inform the City of Hobart of intention to 
cease trading within the Hobart Food Trucks 
Program four (4) weeks prior to the last day 
of trade.

• Follow all instructions issued by a duly 
authorised officer of the City of Hobart.

• Assume responsibility for any and all 
liabilities that arise as a direct result of 
mobile food vendor trading within the 
Hobart Food Trucks program area.

• Cover the costs of any damage caused 
to trees and/or public infrastructure, such 
as public seats, bicycle parking, drinking 
fountains and rubbish bins, that is a direct 
result of trading as part of the Hobart Food 
Trucks program.

• Acknowledge that the City of Hobart 
reserves the right to alter, add to or remove 
any of the conditions within this permit at 
any time with the understanding that as 
much notice as possible of such change will 
be given to permit holders. 



18

HOBART INTERIM PLANNING SCHEME 2015 BOUNDARY.

Hobart Food Trucks are permitted to trade on public land within the permit conditions in the area 
defined by the Hobart Interim Planning Scheme 2015, except within identified No Go Zones, 
which are shown in maps on pages 18–25. 
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HOBART INTERIM PLANNING SCHEME 2015 AND SULLIVANS COVE PLANNING SCHEME 
BOUNDARY – INNER CITY AND WATERFRONT DETAIL.
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GREATER CBD NO GO ZONE
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NORTH HOBART SHOPPING PRECINCT NO GO ZONE
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BROOKER AVENUE NO GO ZONE
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SANDY BAY SHOPPING PRECINCT NO GO ZONE
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SOUTHERN OUTLET NO GO ZONE
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KUNANYI/MOUNT WELLINGTON NO GO ZONE




