
We aim to sustain and enhance our City’s natural ecosystems, 
which include our lake, waterways, bushland, wetlands and open 
coast. These places provide essential services and contribute to 
our amenity, health, identity and lifestyle.

Protecting  
and enhancing  
our natural landscapes

Environmental Sustainability Targets
Working to achieve these targets will help us protect and enhance the City’s natural landscapes by:
• Ensuring ecosystems are connected, 

• Protecting habitat of high conservation value, and 

• Encouraging land use practices that support high water quality in the aquatic environment.

Targets for 2027
• Maintain at least 55% native vegetation cover in the City 

• Improve the condition of 30% of public land with high conservation value compared to 2007 baseline

• No net loss in connectivity of ecological communities from 2007 baseline

• 5% increase in area of the City (land and water) with conservation status compared to 2007 baseline 

• 20% increase in lake and waterway health compared to 2007 baseline

• No net increase in the imperviousness of urban catchments from 2007 baseline

•  90% of residents place a high value on the health of the natural environment (beaches, lake and 
bushland) of Lake Macquarie

Your feedback



We aim to prepare, respond and recover from adverse events. 
These events may be natural disasters, economic shocks or social 
disconnection. We work together to build our social cohesion, 
resourcefulness and self-sufficiency, so that when confronted with 
adversity we are able to adapt, bounce back and be better prepared.

Supporting  
resilient  
communities

Environmental Sustainability Targets
Working to achieve these targets will help us support resilient communities by:

•  Addressing the risks to health, safety and infrastructure from natural hazards and pollution events, and

•   Addressing the influence climate change is expected to have on the frequency and severity of natural 
hazards.

Targets for 2027
• Natural disaster risk reduction strategies in place for 100% of the City’s extreme and high risks

• Climate change risk reduction strategies in place for 100% of the City’s extreme and high risks

•  100% of known contaminated public land assessed for risk to human health and prioritised for risk 
mitigation measures

•  Air quality emissions in the City meet the National Environment Protection (Ambient Air Quality) Measure

•  70% of residents believe they have the information and resources needed to prepare, respond and 
recover from adverse events

Your feedback



We aim to improve our living conditions, by creating a city that is safe, 
attractive and inclusive. Our City is a model of ecologically sustainable 
development. It has diverse housing, employment and services, 
connects people to open spaces and is easy to get around.

Creating an  
even more  
liveable City

Environmental Sustainability Targets
Working to achieve these targets will help us create an even more liveable City by:

•  Maximising the efficient use of energy and reducing greenhouse gas emissions,

•   Maximising the efficient use of water and diversifying suitable supply options such as harvested 
stormwater, 

•  Implementing sustainable transport options including low emission vehicles, walking and cycling, and

•  Guiding land use planning to support development of a high-quality built environment.

Targets for 2027
• 57% reduction in City-wide per capita and total Council greenhouse gas emissions from 2007 baseline

• 12% reduction in City-wide per capita and total Council drinking water consumption from 2007 baseline

• Number of dwellings within 800 metres of green space is increased by 5% from 2007 baseline

• 50% of centres have a walk score of 90 or more

• Ratio of infill development to greenfield development is increased by 100% from 2007 baseline

• Number of dwellings within 400 metres of a public transport stop is increased by 50% from 2007 baseline

•  80% of residents report taking positive actions to source renewable energy, conserve water and 
undertake active transport for short trips

Your feedback



We aim to establish a local economy where natural resources are 
valued and consumed within the limits in which they are created. 
We make and buy products that are durable and reusable, with 
minimal waste. Where waste is generated, it is used as a resource 
in the creation of new products.

Valuing  
our finite  
resources

Your feedback

Environmental Sustainability Targets
Working to achieve these targets will help us to value our finite resources by:

•   Encouraging separation of once unrecovered resources into useful components and development of 
markets for their beneficial reuse, and

•  Recognising that resources include the land, water and energy needed to create our goods and 
services, as captured in the concept of the ecological footprint.

Targets for 2027
• 30% reduction in the per capita ecological footprint of the City from 2007 baseline

• To divert 75% of waste from properties serviced by Council (residential and commercial) away from landfill

•  To divert 90% of construction and demolition waste generated and managed by Council operations 
away from landfill

•  100% of Council tender specifications include recycled products, where a functionally and economically 
viable alternative to new materials is available

•  Increase the number of businesses involved in supporting reuse and recycling of materials by 20% from 
2019 baseline

•  80% of residents believe that it is important for current levels of human consumption to be within the 
limits of global resources


