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Key Housing Terminologies and Definitions 
Accessible housing 
means housing for those households whose gross income falls within the following ranges of 
percentages of the median household income for the Byron Shire Statistical Division or 
relevant sub statistical area according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics. Definition of 
“affordable housing” household income brackets: 

► Very low income household - less than 50% 
► Low income household – 50% or more but less than 80% 
► Moderate income household – 80 to 120% 

 
Source: The affordable housing definition outlines above is from State Environmental Planning Policy 
No 70—Affordable Housing (Revised Schemes) (2009). The use of this definition was the product of 
the EOI Accessible Housing Project. This income definition is used in relation to identification of key 
workers and accessible housing, as key workers are reliant on limited income. 
 
Accessible rental housing (also referred to as ‘community housing’)  
means rental housing delivered and managed primarily by community housing providers 
(CHPs) for very low to moderate-income earners, including key workers essential to 
economic sustainability and social diversity. Note: Community-housing rents are typically 
less than 30% of the gross household income for very low to moderate households. 
 
Adaptable and easy-live house  
means a house designed to accommodate lifestyle changes without the need to demolish or 
substantially modify the existing structure and designed to meet the needs of people 
requiring higher level access from the outset. This can include being designed to easily 
enable a large family home to be eventually divided into two smaller housing units, so 
residents continue living in a familiar environment. 
 
Ageing in place 
means remaining in your own home and not having to move to another facility when your 
care needs become higher regardless of age, income and physical ability. 
 
Dwelling 
means a room or suite of rooms occupied and used or so constructed or adapted as to be 
capable of being occupied or used as a separate domicile. 
 
Group household 
means a household consisting of two or more unrelated people where all persons are aged 
15 years and over. There are no reported couple relationships, parent-child relationships or 
other blood relationships in these households. Source: ABS  
 
Homelessness 
means when a person does not have suitable accommodation alternatives. If their current 
living arrangement; is in a dwelling that is inadequate; or has no tenure; or if their tenure is 
short and not extendable; or does not allow them to have control of and access to a space 
for social relations. (Source: ABS Statistical Definition of Homelessness - Paper 2012) 
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Housing choice 
means the types of housing available to meet the current or future needs of the community. 
Housing choice is driven by factors as the make-up of the population, affordability and 
lifestyle trends (source NCRP 2036) 
 
Housing diversity 
means a mix of housing types such as single dwellings, boarding house, dual occupancies, 
group homes, multi-dwellings, and shop top housing to meet the needs of a socio-
economically diverse community. This includes rental housing and social (including public 
and community) housing and private market housing. 
 
Housing equity 
means ensuring there is a supply of accessible housing 
 
Housing stress 
means a household is considered to be in housing stress when rental or mortgage costs are 
greater than 30 per cent of a households disposable income and their household earnings 
are in the bottom 40 per cent of the household income range (‘the 30/ 40 rule’). 
Source: The above Housing Stress definition is from the National Centre for Social and 
Economic Modelling Measuring housing stress at small area levels: How much do definitions 
matter? - University of Canberra Australia  
 
Inclusionary zoning/value capture 
means a requirement for a percentage of accessible housing to be delivered in connection 
with new development. It is linked to planning benefits such as rezoning or density bonuses 
in high land value areas. The aim is to create mixed income neighbourhoods linked with 
diverse labour force participation rates. 
 
Infill development 
means new housing built in established neighbourhoods that are already zoned for 
residential uses.  For example, secondary dwellings at the rear of blocks or replacing a 
detached house on an existing lot with townhouses. 
 
Integrated housing 
means development on a consisting of a group of dwellings which are planned, designed 
and assessed to operate as a single development in an urban release area. This is not 
necessarily what the State Environmental Planning Policy No 53—Metropolitan Residential 
Development has defined. 
 
Intentional community 
means a housing project on a singular lot  designed from the start to have a high degree of 
social cohesion and teamwork, incorporating shared community facilities collectively funded 
by residents who often have shared values. 
 
New release area 
means non-residential zoned land that has been identified as suitable for future 
urban residential development. 
 

http://www.natsem.canberra.edu.au/storage/housing%20stress.pdf
http://www.natsem.canberra.edu.au/storage/housing%20stress.pdf
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Key Workers for the Byron Shire local economy include: 
 

► Food Trades Workers, 
► Automobile, Bus Drivers, 
► Personal Carers and Assistants, 
► Child Carers, 
► Health and Welfare Support Workers, 
► Automotive Electricians/Mechanics, 
► Hairdressers, 
► Checkout Operators Office Cashiers, 
► Food Preparation and Assistants. 

 
In addition, Byron Shire identifies the arts playing an important role in contributing towards 
the development of a sustainable vibrant Shire and in line with this people employed in the 
creative arts sector such as; artists, actors, writers and musicians have been identified as an 
importance component in any key worker target.  Artists are often very reliant on grants or 
very low incomes. 
 
Live/work space 
means dwellings designed to incorporate both a person’s professional and personal lives in 
one space.  
 
Local growth management strategy 
means a plan prepared to support effective and integrated planning across a local 
government area. 
 
Local Plans (Local Environmental Plans or Development Control Plans) 
means statutory and non-statutory plans prepared by Council for a local government area to 
guide planning decisions by local councils. Through the use of land zoning and other 
development controls, a local plan is typically the main mechanism for determining the type 
and amount of development which can occur on each parcel of land in NSW. Local plans are 
the main planning tool that shapes the future of communities and ensures local development 
is appropriate. 
  
Market housing 
means housing delivered by the private sector, including private homes for sale to the 
broader community, and specialist housing such as boarding houses and student 
accommodation, which are rented to certain target markets. 
 
Residential zone  
relates to land that is predominantly for housing. The urban residential zones of Zone R2 
Low Density Residential and Zone R3 Medium Density.  
 
Short Term Rental Accommodation (STRA) 
it is proposed by the NSW Government to define STRA as: “the commercial use of an 
existing dwelling, either wholly or partially, for the purposes of short-term accommodation, 
but does not include tourist and visitor accommodation.”  
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Shared-ownership housing 
means housing made affordable for lower income earners through a shared-equity mortgage 
model, by which the homebuyer shares the capital cost of purchasing a home with an equity 
partner, such as a not-for-profit trust or community-housing provider. 
 
Social housing (including public housing) 
means housing for low-income earners and people experiencing disadvantage, accessed 
through a state regulated housing application system. This includes: 
- Public housing owned and managed by the state government 
- Housing owned and/ or managed by community housing providers 
- Housing owned by the Aboriginal Housing Office. 
- Housing owned or managed by government regulated housing co-operatives 
 
Shop top 
means which is one or more dwellings located above ground floor retail premises or 
business premises', and does not require the residents and business operator to be one in 
the same.  
 
Urban residential 
includes all land zoned for various residential purposes within and urban growth area. 
 
Urban growth area 
includes all land zoned for various urban purposes and all future potential urban land 
releases as illustrated on the Urban Growth Area Maps in the North Coast Regional Plan. 
These areas will provide for housing, business, industrial, infrastructure and community 
facilities to accommodate the future regional population. Not all land identified within urban 
growth areas will be suitable for development and further detailed assessment will be 
required. 
 
 




