
 
 
  City of Subiaco 

 
ROSALIE PARK  
MASTER PLAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRAFT REPORT   
 
February 2015 
 



 

    1 Rosalie Park Master Plan 

CONTENTS 
 

1 DEFINITIONS ............................................................................................................................................ 3 

2 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ............................................................................................................................. 4 

3 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................................................................... 6 

4 BACKGROUND ......................................................................................................................................... 6 

4.1 COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN ...................................................................................................................... 7 
4.2 DOCUMENTS FOR REVIEW ........................................................................................................................... 7 

5 DEMOGRAPHIC REVIEW .......................................................................................................................... 9 

5.1 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE .............................................................................................................................. 9 
5.2 POPULATION GROWTH FORECASTS .............................................................................................................. 10 

6 RELEVANT INDUSTRY TRENDS ............................................................................................................... 13 

6.1 PARTICIPATION TRENDS ............................................................................................................................. 13 
6.2 FACILITY SHARING .................................................................................................................................... 17 
6.3 MULTI-USE SPORTS PRECINCT DESIGN ......................................................................................................... 21 
6.4 SPORTS FIELD CAPACITY TRENDS ................................................................................................................. 22 
6.5 TRENDS SUMMARY ................................................................................................................................... 24 

7 FACILITY REVIEW ................................................................................................................................... 25 

7.1 DESCRIPTION ........................................................................................................................................... 25 
7.2 SPORTS TURF CAPACITY ............................................................................................................................. 27 
7.3 SWOT ANALYSIS ..................................................................................................................................... 28 

8 CONSULTATION KEY FINDINGS .............................................................................................................. 31 

8.1 ROSALIE PARK USER SPORTS CODES ............................................................................................................ 31 
8.2 CITY STAFF .............................................................................................................................................. 33 
8.3 COMMUNITY FEEDBACK – PASSIVE USERS..................................................................................................... 34 
8.4 NEIGHBOURING LGA KEY FINDINGS ............................................................................................................ 34 
8.5 ROSALIE PARK MASTER PLAN WORKING GROUP ............................................................................................ 35 

9 CONSIDERATIONS .................................................................................................................................. 36 

9.1 PARKING ................................................................................................................................................ 36 
9.2 SPORTING FACILITY STANDARDS .................................................................................................................. 38 

10 NEEDS ANALYSIS ................................................................................................................................... 40 

10.1 MULTI-USE COMMUNITY FACILITY .............................................................................................................. 40 
10.2 PLAYING FIELD CAPACITY ........................................................................................................................... 42 
10.3 LIGHTING UPGRADE .................................................................................................................................. 44 
10.4 ADDITIONAL PARKING ............................................................................................................................... 45 
10.5 PASSIVE & INFORMAL RECREATION FACILITIES ............................................................................................... 45 
10.6 TENNIS FACILITIES .................................................................................................................................... 46 
10.7 CRICKET FACILITIES ................................................................................................................................... 47 

11 CONCEPT PLANS .................................................................................................................................... 49 

11.1 ROSALIE PARK CONCEPT SITE PLAN ............................................................................................................. 49 
11.2 MULTI-PURPOSE COMMUNITY FACILITY PAVILION .......................................................................................... 51 

12 FINANCIAL ANALYSIS ............................................................................................................................. 54 

12.1 CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES ................................................................................................................ 54 
12.2 LIFE CYCLE COSTS ..................................................................................................................................... 54 
12.3 STAGING OPTIONS ................................................................................................................................... 55 



 

    2 Rosalie Park Master Plan 

13 MANAGEMENT ...................................................................................................................................... 57 

13.1 CURRENT MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS ................................................................................................... 57 
13.2 ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS ................................................................................................................... 57 
13.3 PREFERRED MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS ................................................................................................. 59 

14 FUNDING AND GRANTS ......................................................................................................................... 61 

14.1 DEPARTMENT OF SPORT & RECREATION ....................................................................................................... 61 
14.2 LOTTERYWEST ......................................................................................................................................... 62 
14.3 ROSALIE PARK SPORTING CLUBS ................................................................................................................. 63 

15 RECOMMENDATIONS ............................................................................................................................ 64 

16 APPENDICES .......................................................................................................................................... 65 

  



 

    3 Rosalie Park Master Plan 

1 DEFINITIONS 

RPMP  Rosalie Park Master Plan 

CFP  Community Facilities Plan 

POS   Public Open Space 

RPMPWG Rosalie Park Master Plan Working Group 

SD  Statistical Division 

WA  Western Australia 

ERASS  Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey 

ABS  Australian Bureau of Statistics 

NPL   National Premier League 

DSR  Department of Sport and Recreation 

CSRFF  Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund 

LGA  Local Government Authority 

SAFC  Subiaco Amateur Football Club 

OPTC  Onslow Park Tennis Club 

SJFC  Subiaco Junior Football Club 

SCJSC  Subiaco City Junior Soccer Club 

RTA  Rosalie Touch Association 

SLC  Subiaco Lacrosse Club 

WSCC  Western Suburbs Cricket Club 

CNCC  Claremont Nedlands Cricket Club 

RPPS  Rosalie Park Primary School 

RSA  Rosalie Sports Association 

SWOT  Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats 
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2 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

As the City’s major sport and recreation reserve, Rosalie Park is a highly valued community hub.  The 
expansive open green spaces surrounded by impressive trees and vegetation in a densely populated 
area is a much loved destination of the community for sport, play and exercise.  As with many inner 
city recreation precincts, Rosalie Park (RP) is facing challenges of increasing demand, facilities no 
longer meeting modern standards of provision and limited opportunities for expansion.   
 
The aim of this study is to provide a long term plan for the sustainable redevelopment of the Rosalie 
Park precinct to maximise opportunities for sport and recreation for the whole community.  This 
study includes a review of the current situation, analysis of potential future demand, extensive 
consultation with the community and key stakeholders, review of contemporary facility provision 
and development of long term concept plans with indicative cost estimates. 
 
The key needs identified within this Master Plan are as follows: 

 There is lack of sporting field capacity.  Usage of Rosalie Park’s sporting fields is fully 
subscribed by the existing user groups in the Winter season, with the turf unable to handle 
additional usage. The future growth in sports participation demand will not be able to be 
catered for under the current facility arrangements.  The feasibility of a hybrid turf surface 
needs to be considered if capacity is to be increased due to a lack of space within the City to 
increase the number of sporting fields.     

 There is an opportunity for a centrally located multi purpose community facility pavilion to 
replace the multiple pavilions currently located at Rosalie Park.  A shared, multi-purpose 
community facility can provide each user group with a higher standard of facility than could 
otherwise be achieved with the provision of separate facilities whilst reducing ongoing 
operational expenses and the eventual replacement cost.  Superior changeroom facilities 
would be a particular feature of a potential shared facility as the current facilities are small 
and shared with the public.  A highly attractive flexible use function area is another 
opportunity.  Collocation of the Onslow Park Tennis Club within a shared use facility was 
considered however it has been determined that they shall retain and upgrade their existing 
facility. 

 The lack of available parking at Rosalie Park has been identified as a major constraint by the 
user groups.  Heavily congested parking areas with many cars arriving and departing causes 
significant frustration for participants, with many cars parking illegally or a considerable 
distance away in the neighbouring residential areas.  The construction phase of the QEII 
Medical Centre is considered a large part of the cause of this issue with construction workers 
choosing to park at RP 6 days of the week. It is believed that this issue may reduce 
somewhat once the construction phase is completed in mid 2015. The engagement of a 
suitable consultant to investigate and provide traffic movement management expertise will 
provide suitable direction for the future car parking and movement within the RP area. 

 There is rationale for an upgrade of sports lighting to the reserve to Australian Standards for 
community level training and competition for football codes (100 lux).  This will ensure 
grounds at Rosalie Park can be used with maximum flexibility and the increasingly popular 
summer night competitions can be played under the appropriate level of lighting.  
Additionally, lighting to a minimum 250 lux should be considered for the main competition 
field directly in front of the proposed pavilion as this would be suitable for soccer 
competition as well as allow lacrosse training and competition to occur, thus maximising the 
potential usage of this field. 
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 Passive and informal recreation facilities are an important component of sport and 
recreation reserves such as Rosalie Park.  There is rationale for the development of a looped 
fitness trail, outdoor exercise equipment, playground equipment, picnic facilities, three on 
three basketball/netball court and the continued provision of a tennis hit up wall and cricket 
practice nets. 

 There is rationale for the development of an additional synthetic cricket wicket as there is a 
shortage in Subiaco and the Western Suburbs region overall.  There is an opportunity to 
provide an additional wicket on the West Oval and cover it during winter with an 
appropriate cover (i.e. a synthetic mat or rolled on turf as two examples, a common feature 
of many ovals throughout Western Australia WA).   

 There is no longer any need for the turf training wickets.  They are not utilised as the 
Western Suburbs Cricket Club has moved its home base to College Park although it 
continues to use Rosalie Park for home games on a weekly basis.  The turf practice wickets 
area could be considered for alternative uses. 

 Whilst the Onslow Park Tennis Club has experienced significant growth in membership in 
recent years, the overall level of tennis court provision in the City is considered appropriate 
for the current and projected population and in light of the prevailing State and national 
participation trends and Tennis WA’s strategic planning for the Perth metropolitan area. The 
tennis pavilion however is in need of refurbishment to meet modern standards. 

 
A concept site plan of Rosalie Park and a concept floor plan of a proposed Multi-Purpose Community 
Facility Pavilion have been prepared by Emerge and Associates based upon the findings of the Needs 
Analysis detailed within this report.  The Concept Site Plan is attached to this report as Appendix 2 
and the Multi-Purpose Community Facility is attached to this report as Appendix 3.  All facility 
developments listed depicted on the concept plans have been indicatively costed at $23.2 million ex 
GST, inclusive of design contingency (15%), construction contingency (10%) and professional fees 
(12%).   
 
Recommendations 
 

1. Receive the Rosalie Park Master Plan. 
 

2. Consider the infrastructure developments as listed within this report to meet the needs of the 
community & key stakeholders of Rosalie Park. 
 

3. Review the outcomes of the Master Plan on an annual basis to take into account any 
changes in demographic, financial, social and environmental areas impacting on the 
community & key stakeholders. 
 

4. Engage a suitable consultant to undertake a detailed parking management plan to 
recommend short and long term management strategies for Rosalie Park and surrounding 
areas, considering any developments planned from the RPMP. 
 

5. Conduct a feasibility study on hybrid turf surface options to meet Subiaco sporting 
participants future playing field capacity needs balanced with the community’s desire for 
open contiguous parklands. 
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3 INTRODUCTION 

The Rosalie Park Master Plan (RPMP) has been developed in conjunction with the Community 
Facilities Plan (CFP) for the City of Subiaco.   The aim of this study is to provide a 20 year plan for the 
sustainable redevelopment of the Rosalie Park precinct to maximise opportunities for sport and 
recreation for the whole community. The Plan includes both passive and active elements, and is a 
key element of Focus Area 2: Parks, Open Spaces and Places, in the City’s Strategic Community Plan. 
 
The key components of this study include:  

 Review of existing facilities and their current usage. 

 Analysis of demographic and population projection data and sports participation data to 
estimate potential future demand for facilities. 

 Extensive consultation with individuals and via the Rosalie Park Master Plan Working Group 
(RPMPWG) to determine future provision needs. 

 Review of successful models of sustainable joint use infrastructure provision. 

 Analysis of contemporary facility/centre service provision options that optimise social, 
financial and land use outcomes. 

 Development of a concept plan for the entire site and for a multi-use community facility 
with construction cost estimates. 

 Development of a prioritised list of capital works identified in the Master Plan. 

 Identification of funding opportunities. 
 
This Master Plan will assist the city in providing a well planned, sustainable recreation precinct that 
provides a diverse range of recreation opportunities for the community and improves the capacity of 
the user groups for the next 20 years.   
 

4 BACKGROUND 

Rosalie Park is an A Class Reserve (7214) of 
approximately 13 hectares in area and is located 
opposite Kings Park to the east and bordered by 
Onslow Road, Derby Road, Aberdare Road and 
Thomas Street.   

 
Rosalie Park is the City’s only major sporting 
reserve. There are eight hectares of multi-use 
playing fields that currently accommodate the 
sports of cricket, soccer, Australian rules football, 
touch football and lacrosse.  Each of these sports 
with the exception of cricket has its home base at 
Rosalie Park. It is also home to the Onslow Park 
Tennis Club (11 courts) and has supporting 
amenities including three sports pavilions, a storage 
building, floodlighting, practice cricket wickets, 
parking and pathways.  The Rosalie Primary School 
is co-located with Rosalie Park and makes extensive 
use of the playing fields. 

 

Rosalie Park 
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As with many inner city recreation precincts, Rosalie Park is facing challenges of increasing demand, 
facilities no longer meeting modern standards of provision and limited opportunities for expansion.  
It is critical that Rosalie Park is planned for optimal utilisation in order to maximise opportunities for 
recreation for the City’s residents and residents of surrounding areas. 
 
The City of Subiaco is planning strategically for the future and has undergone a major visioning 
exercise which is detailed in the City of Subiaco Strategic Community Plan.  As the City’s major sport 
and recreation reserve, Rosalie Park has a key role in supporting the objectives of four of the six key 
focus areas including: 
 

 Our Sense of Community  

 Parks, Open Spaces and Places 

 A Unique Destination 

 The Built Environment.   
 
This Master Plan will ensure that the future development of Rosalie Park aligns strategically with the 
City of Subiaco Strategic Community Plan, focussing on the areas that will assist the city in achieving 
its vision for the future and meeting the needs of the community in a sustainable manner. 
 
Council Resolution 
 
This Master Plan was circulated to the City of Subiaco Councillors and staff for feedback and at the 
Ordinary Council meeting of Tuesday, 24 February 2015, Council resolved: 
 

1. That the concept plan (titled: proposed option for ultimate layout and text) as contained 
within the draft Rosalie Park Master Plan be modified to remove reference to a synthetic turf 
pitch with surrounding fencing while retaining a recommendation to conduct future 
feasibility study into hybrid turf options.  

 
2. That Council endorse the draft Rosalie Park Master Plan being released for public comment 

after the aforementioned modifications are made to the concept plan.  
 
  

4.1 Community Facilities Plan 

The development of a Community Facilities Plan (CFP) for the City of Subiaco has been concurrently 
developed with the Rosalie Park Master Plan (RPMP). The CFP has informed the RPMP of community 
infrastructure opportunities that may have suitable synergies for inclusion at Rosalie Park. 
 
It also informs the RPMP in terms of relevant policy development and principles in areas such as 
community infrastructure provision and associated criteria and definitions and standards of 
provision. 
 
 

4.2 Documents for Review  

The following background documents have been provided for reference for the CFP and RPMP: 

 Strategic Community Plan. 

 Corporate Business Plan. 

 Social Property Portfolio summary. 

http://www.subiaco.wa.gov.au/getattachment/4d8c9f71-126e-41a2-bb40-e350edd6dfad/Ordinary-Council-Meeting-24-February-2015
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 Rosalie Park Management Plan (current and previous versions). 

 Previous concept plans for the redevelopment of Rosalie Park. 

 Strategic Asset Management Plan. 

 Buildings Asset Management Plan. 

 Public Open Space Plan (currently in development). 

 Policy for Use of Active Recreation Space. 

 Building Condition Assessment findings for each building. 

 Inventory of Land Holdings. 

 Summary of Social Leases and background documentation. 

 Review of the Management & Operations of Lords Recreation Centre 

 Directions 2031 and beyond (developed by the Western Australian Planning Commission). 
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5 DEMOGRAPHIC REVIEW 

A review of the demographic profile and population forecasts for the City of Subiaco has been 
prepared for the CFP to which this Master Plan is interlinked.  The relevant demographic profile and 
population forecast information are provided below.  
 
 

5.1  Demographic Profile 

The City of Subiaco exhibits the following key demographic characteristics: 

 Recent population growth has fluctuated but has continued to expand and is currently 
estimated at 19,900 (2014). 

 Is an inner-city area within the Perth Statistical Division (SD).  

 Is a sought after location to reside given the area’s close proximity to the Perth CBD and 
presence of key infrastructure (schools, hospital, public transport links and sporting 
facilities). 

 The local population is highly educated, earns higher than average incomes and tends to be 
employed in key sectors such as professional and scientific services and health care and 
social assistance. Unemployment rates amongst local residents are very low. 

 Most family households in the area are smaller and predominantly consist of either couples 
without children or couples without dependent children. Consequently, Subiaco also 
displays: 

– A relatively high representation of residents aged between 15 to 44, but a lower 
presence of youth (under 15) and elderly as compared to Perth SD and Western 
Australia (WA); 

– Lower vehicle ownership compared to Perth SD and WA; and 

– Lower presence of persons with disability requiring mobility assistance. 

 The local population has a higher proportion of overseas-born residents than the broader 
Perth SD and WA, many of whom have emigrated from the UK. Over a quarter of the 
population speaks a language other than English at home.  

 
The demographic profile of Subiaco residents suggests that demand for sport and recreation 
facilities may be higher than average as factors such as higher income and education are known to 
contribute to higher participation levels in physical activity.  Higher density living (i.e. smaller/non-
existent back yards, fewer vehicles per household) also means there is a greater reliance on locally 
available public facilities for exercise and recreation. 
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5.2 Population Growth Forecasts 

5.2.1 City of Subiaco Population Growth Forecast 

Population forecasting for the City of Subiaco indicates that the population will increase by 4,000 
(20%) to 23,900 by the year 2031, as shown in the graph below: 

Source: Forecast Id and AEC 

 
The age profile of the City is also forecast to age over time, with persons over 45 years of age making 
up a greater proportion of the local population by 2031 whilst the proportion of persons aged 34 
and under is expected to fall, as shown in the chart below: 
 

Source: Forecast Id and AEC 

 
In relation to this study, the following age groups form the majority of active participants in the 
sports that are played at Rosalie Park.  They are: 

 5-17 years (Junior soccer, football, lacrosse, touch, cricket, tennis) 

 18-34 years (Senior soccer, lacrosse, touch) 

 18-49 years (Senior cricket) 

 18-59 years (Senior tennis club members) 
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Analysis of population change in these age groups in the City of Subiaco to the year 2031 will assist 
in determining the additional number of sports participants that will be generated from within the 
City of Subiaco’s resident population.  The changes in number of persons in these age groups are 
shown in the following table: 
 
Change in Key Sports Participation Age Groups 

 Age Group 2014 2031 
 Change 
(Number) 

 Change 
(%) 

5 to 17 2,159 2,045 -114 -5% 

18 to 34 6,259 7,279 1,020 +16% 

18 to 49 10,187 11,980 1,793 +18% 

18 to 59 12,675 15,090 2,415 +19% 

Source: Forecast Id and AEC 

 
This table indicates that within the City of Subiaco, there is expected to be a slight decline (-5%) in 
the number of junior participant aged persons (5-17 years), an increase of 16% in the 18-34, 19% in 
the 5-59 year age groups and an increase of 18% in the 18-49 year age groups. 
 
5.2.2 Population Growth from the Wider Area 

The sporting clubs based at Rosalie Park are known to attract participants from beyond the City of 
Subiaco borders.  This is quite typical as different LGA’s accommodate different sporting codes and 
have differing provision levels of facilities.  For example, the City of Subiaco accommodates a 
lacrosse club whilst many of its neighbours do not, but the City does not have a hockey club whilst a 
number of its neighbours do.   
 
It is therefore informative to look at the expected rate of population growth figures in the key 
organised sport age groupings to see what impact they may have on the future growth of the Rosalie 
Park based sports clubs. 
 
The following population growth forecast details in surrounding areas have been identified: 
 
Western Suburbs 

Population forecasting by Forecast Id for the Western Suburbs Regional Organisation of Councils 
(including LGA’s of Subiaco, Claremont, Nedlands, Cottesloe, Mosman Park and Peppermint Grove) 
reveal the following projections for the period 2014 - 2031:  

 Total population to increase by 13,700 (19%) 

 4% increase in persons aged 5-17 years 

 19% increase in persons aged 18-34 years 

 19% increase in persons aged 18-59 years 
 
These statistics show that the Western Suburbs overall are anticipating similar population growth 
characteristics to the City of Subiaco, that is, small growth in the junior age group and moderate 
growth in the 18-34 and 5-59 year age groups.  Clubs in Subiaco could anticipate some additional 
demand amongst seniors from this region. 
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City of Perth 

Population forecasting by Forecast Id for the City of Perth reveal the following projections for the 
period 2014 - 2031: 

 Total population to increase by 11,300 (52%) 

 80% increase in persons aged 5-17 years 

 34% increase in persons aged 18-34 years 

 52% increase in persons aged 18-59 years 
 
The City of Perth is expecting significant growth in the future with its own population expected to 
grow almost the same as the entire Western Suburbs region.  Strong growth is expected across all 
age groups, and particularly strong in the junior age groups (80%).  Given the lack of sporting 
facilities in the City of Perth it is likely that a significant proportion of these will seek to play sports in 
Subiaco given its close proximity, as has been acknowledged by City of Perth staff. 
  
Town of Cambridge 

Population forecasting by Forecast Id for the Town of Cambridge reveals the following projections 
for the period 2014 - 2031: 

 Total population to increase by 1,650 (6%) 

 9% increase in persons aged 5-17 years 

 5% increase in persons aged 18-34 years 

 No change in persons aged 5-59 years 
 
The Town of Cambridge is anticipating little growth in the coming years, with slight growth occurring 
in persons aged 5-34 years.   The City of Subiaco may experience some increase in demand from 
residents of the Town of Cambridge. 
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6 RELEVANT INDUSTRY TRENDS 

There are a number of important national, state and local sport and recreation trends that should be 
considered when planning for the future of the Rosalie Park precinct. A summary of relevant trends 
are outlined in this chapter. 
 
 

6.1  Participation Trends 

6.1.1 Adult Physical Activity Participation (15yrs+) 

The Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey (ERASS) was conducted by the Standing Committee on 
Recreation and Sport, Australian Government, annually from 2001 to 2010. It is the most detailed 
sport and physical activity survey to be conducted across the Australian population.  It revealed the 
following key points: 

 All physical activity was increasing (organised and non-organised).  Walking was the most 
popular activity by a significant margin and is most popular amongst the older age groups, 
peaking in the persons aged 55-64 and declining slightly in persons aged 65+.  Walking and 
running experienced growing participation rates. 

 Regular (three times per week or more) participation in any physical activity remains 
relatively constant as males and females age, averaging around 45% for males and 50% for 
females.  Men’s participation peaks at age 15-24 and is lowest at age 35-44 whereas female 
participation is highest at age 44-54 and lowest at age 65+.   

 The nature of physical activity changes with age.  Participation in sports such as outdoor 
soccer tapers quickly from the 15-24 year age group.   

 In the youngest age group (15 to 24 year olds), aerobics/fitness activities (25%), outdoor 
soccer (16%), running (14%), basketball (12%) and swimming (12%) attracted the most 
participants. 

 In the oldest age group (65+ years), walking (48%), aerobics/fitness (17%) and golf (9%) 
attracted the most participants. 

 Participation in walking, cycling, running, aerobics/fitness and outdoor soccer all have 
experienced strong growth in the period 2001-2010.  Tennis, golf and swimming have 
experienced declines. 

 In 2010, regular participation in organised physical activity was 12% of the population (a 28% 
increase from 2001) whilst participation in non-organised physical activity was 38% of the 
population (an increase of 38% from 2001). 

 These significant levels of growth in regular organised and non organised physical activity 
rates indicated that the significant government efforts to combat obesity through increasing 
physical activity levels are having an effect.   

 Club based physical activity (sports organised by a sporting club) grew, having increased by 
31% over the decade of the survey.  This implies that clubs continue to play an integral role 
in encouraging and enabling people to participate in physical activity.  In 2010, regular club 
based physical activity participation was 6.3% for persons aged 15+ years. 
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6.1.2 Children’s Physical Activity Participation 

Children are by far the largest participant group in organised sports; it is a key component of 
childhood development in the western world.  The Children’s Participation in Cultural and Leisure 
Activities report (ABS, Cat. 4901.0, April 2012) measured the participation rates of children aged 5-
14 years across a variety of cultural and leisure activities in the 12 months prior to April 2012.  The 
Study found that organised sport participation has increased by 12% amongst both boys and girls 
from 59% in 2000 to 66% in 2012.  In 2012, the average time that children aged 5–14 years spent 
participating in sport and/or dancing in the two weeks prior to interview was 5 hours and 24 minutes 
which remained constant since 2000. 
 
These statistics indicate that children’s participation rates in organised sports are generally steady or 
growing and could indicate that even with a population that is not growing, an LGA could still 
experience increasing demand for sporting facilities if these trends continue into the future. 
 
Change in Top 10 Organised Sports 

 Number of Participants (,000’s) % of population aged 5-14 years 

Activity 2003 2006 2009 2012 2003 2006 2009 2012 

Swimming/Diving 439.1 462.5 502.9 492.1 16.6 17.4 18.5 17.7 

Dancing 329.3 332.6 390.4 418.1 12.4 12.5 14.3 15.0 

Soccer (outdoor) 355.9 351.1 360.4 397.6 13.4 13.2 13.2 14.3 

Australian Rules 
football 193.6 200.4 235.1 226.5 7.3 7.5 8.6 8.1 

Netball 241.2 225.8 228.5 222.7 9.1 8.5 8.4 8.0 

Basketball 205.0 176.3 201.9 220.2 7.7 6.6 7.4 7.9 

Tennis 228.5 195.1 214.8 205.2 8.6 7.3 7.9 7.4 

Martial arts 129.7 120.4 154.6 161.0 4.9 4.5 5.7 5.8 

Gymnastics . . . . . . 134.5 . . . . . . 4.8 

Cricket (outdoor) 133.6 143.5 142.5 130.7 5.0 5.4 5.2 4.7 

Source: ABS, Children’s Participation in Sports and Leisure Activities, 4901.0, 2003-2012.  

 
These statistics show the top 10 most popular organised sports amongst children in Australia and 
how they have changed over the period 2002 – 2012.  The following key points relevant to this 
Master Plan are as follows: 

 Soccer and Australian Rules football participants have increased both in number and as a 
proportion of the population, indicating that provision of active open space will continue to 
be very important for meeting the needs of children. 

 Tennis participants have declined in both number and as a proportion of the population, 
indicating that even as the general population grows, the demand for tennis amongst 
children has not grown.  Cricket participation has also shown a slight decline in number of 
participants and as a proportion of the population over the same time period. 
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6.1.3 Local Participation Trends  

The following information has been provided by each of the sporting clubs at Rosalie Park. 
 
Current Rosalie Park Based Sporting Clubs Participation 
Club Participants Number of Teams Participation Growth 

Subiaco Amateur 
Football Club 
(SAFC) 

50 Veterans 
200 Seniors 

3 Veteran Teams 
9 Senior Teams 

Demand is growing but participation is 
restricted by lack of space.  1 team was able 
to be added due to top team moving to 
another venue upon entry into the National 
Premier League (NPL). 

Subiaco City Junior 
Soccer Club (SCJSC) 

300 Juniors 
360 Sub Juniors (very 
young juniors) 

50 Teams Total 
(20 5 a side teams during 
summer) 

The Club has grown by 15-20% over the 
past 5 years and would expect to do the 
same in the coming years if facilities are 
made available. 

Rosalie Touch 
Association (RTA) 

520 Seniors (Summer) 
320 Seniors (Winter) 
60 Juniors (Summer) 

52 Senior Teams 
(Summer) 
32 Senior Teams (Winter) 
6 Junior Teams (Summer) 

The winter competition increased 100% in 
the past 5 years and is now at capacity.  
Club expects that the summer competition 
could grow 10-20% if referees can be 
sourced. 

Subiaco Junior 
Football Club (SJFC) 

135 Juniors 
142 Sub Juniors 

6 Junior Teams 
4 Sub Junior Teams 

The Club grew by 25% in the past 2 years 
but expects total numbers to remain similar 
in coming years as most kids are local 
residents. 

Subiaco Lacrosse 
Club (SLC) 

85 Seniors 
60 Juniors 
10 Sub Juniors 

5 Senior Teams 
6 Junior Teams 
1 Sub Junior Team 

The Club’s numbers have remained steady 
over the past 5 years, based on an 
understanding that Rosalie Park is at 
capacity. 

Onslow Park Tennis 
Club (OPTC) 

135 Seniors 
101 Juniors 

 Membership has increased by 135 over the 
past 5 years.  The Club anticipates a further 
20% growth in the next 5 years. 

Western Suburbs 
Cricket Club* 
(WSCC) 

180 Seniors 
20 Juniors 

12 Senior Teams 
1 Junior Team 

Participation increased by 20 players in the 
past 5 years but is limited from further 
growth due to lack of facilities in the area. 

Source:  Membership figures provided by Rosalie Park Sports Clubs. 
 
*Note: Rosalie Park is also used extensively by the Claremont Nedlands Cricket Club Juniors who have over 600 players and 
use venues throughout the Western Suburbs region. 

 
The data provided by the sporting clubs shows that Clubs have grown strongly in recent years but 
are constrained from growing in the future due to lack of facilities.  The City has attempted to 
constrain the number of players at the reserve by asking clubs to cap their membership numbers in 
recent years. This highlights the importance of trying to maximise the capacity of existing reserves 
wherever possible. 
 
The sporting clubs based at Rosalie Park draw their members from a wider area than the City of 
Subiaco. This is common for most senior sporting clubs, whilst junior clubs draw more locally as is 
the case specifically with the Subiaco Junior (AFL) Football Club.  
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6.1.4 Additional Sporting Club Participants from City of Subiaco 

Participation data has been collected from the relevant state sporting associations and analysed with 
ABS census data to determine participation rates in affiliated club sports for the Perth Metropolitan 
Region.  These statistics can then be used to determine potential future sporting club participation 
demand coming from within the City’s growing population. 
 
State Sporting Association Participation Rates and Future Subiaco Resident Additional Participants 

 Sport 

State Sporting 
Association 
Participation Rates 
(Metro) 

Additional 
Participants – 
Subiaco 
Residents 2031 

Additional Teams – 
Subiaco Residents 
2031 

Senior Soccer  
(18-34 yrs) 

1.8% 18 1 

Junior Soccer  
(5-17 yrs) 

5.8% -7 0 

Touch Football  
(5-34 yrs) 

1.4% 13 1 

Junior Football 
(5-17 yrs) 

14.1% -16 -1 

Lacrosse 
(5-34 yrs) 

0.1% 1 0 

Tennis (Club members) 
(5-59 years) 

1.0% 23 -- 

Junior Cricket 
(5-17 years) 

4.1% -5 0 

Senior Cricket 
(18-49 years) 

1.1% 20 1 

Source: Relevant State Sporting Associations, ABS Census, Forecast Id and AEC. 

 
These statistics reveal that based on City of Subiaco population growth within the relevant age 
groups there is relatively little movement in terms of additional player/team numbers to the year 
2031.  It must be highlighted, however, that this does not account for additional demand that may or 
may not occur from surrounding areas.  Future participation demand from outside areas depends on 
a variety of factors, not least of all whether neighbouring LGA’s have spare capacity in their reserves 
or are planning to increase their capacity in the future. 
 
Although additional participation demand resulting from City of Subiaco resident population growth 
may be fairly minimal to the year 2031, unmet demand in the wider region is likely to continue to 
increase; therefore, any clubs including those based at Rosalie Park could expect substantial growth 
in numbers should they acquire additional sports field capacity.   
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6.2 Facility Sharing 

Strong emphasis is now placed on the best practice principles of joint use facilities and co-location at 
all levels of government.  This is highly relevant to sport and recreation reserves such as Rosalie Park 
where there are multiple user groups vying to make use of limited community land and financial 
resources.  The push towards greater implementation of joint use and co-location is encouraged 
through the prioritisation of funding towards projects that espouse these best practice principles.  
The primary source of State Government funding for community sport and recreation facilities, the 
Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF), is administered by the Department of Sport 
and Recreation (DSR) and the information on its website clearly states that: 
 

“Priority will be given to projects that lead to facility sharing and rationalisation. Multi-
purpose facilities reduce infrastructure required to meet similar needs and increase 
sustainability.”  Source: http://www.dsr.wa.gov.au/facilitiesfunding  

 
This provides significant financial incentive for community groups to pursue facility sharing 
opportunities in order to gain significant levels of funding. 
 
DSR also advocates joint use facility provision in the Facility Planning Guide, Sport and Recreation 
Facilities, March 2007.  This document provides the following rationale for joint use facilities: 

 Less duplication and maximum use of community facilities and services 

 Creation of a community hub—a focal point for community activity 

 Shared capital costs, services, resources and expertise 

 Improved relationships between organisations 

 Reduced operating costs 

 Increased community ownership of facilities 

 Access to a broader range of services and expertise 

 Reduced vandalism 
 
This document notes that all parties need to carefully consider their specific needs for access and 
usage and be assured that compatibility exists before planning progresses to the design phase.  
Comprehensive management agreements need to be developed to ensure all parties are aware of 
their responsibilities, however, if a sharing arrangement is to be successful there must be flexibility, 
trust, open communication and co-operation. 
 
Sharing of facilities allows optimisation of usage of sports fields, clubrooms and amenities.  A 
common example of facility sharing is usage of a set of clubrooms and sporting fields by a winter 
user and a summer user.  At the end of a season, one club vacates the facility to enable the other 
seasonal user group access for their season.  This ensures the facility is used year round. 
 
There are also opportunities for junior clubs to share with seniors.  Juniors and seniors of the same 
sport generally play on different days.  Junior clubs generally have lesser requirement for social 
facilities, and therefore can be well suited to being a secondary tenant of a clubroom facility. 
 
It should be noted however, that one size does not fit all in regards to facility sharing.  In some 
instances there may be opportunities for increased facility sharing and in some instances there may 
be less.  One of the major factors that affect the ability for sharing of facilities is the size of the clubs 
concerned.  For example, a junior sporting club may have very large membership and require 
scheduling of games on both days of the weekend plus training times on most weeknights thus 
limiting availability of the facilities for other winter users. 

http://www.dsr.wa.gov.au/facilitiesfunding
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Additionally, some sports are moving beyond a traditional six month season with both strong winter 
and summer competitions, with soccer being one example; therefore sharing of facilities with 
another major user group can be difficult if the facilities do not have the capacity/flexibility to 
accommodate multiple user groups simultaneously. 
 
Opportunities for facility sharing need to be individually assessed and include consultation with the 
key stakeholders.  In each case there will be a range of issues that need to be carefully considered 
before making a decision on opportunities for facility sharing and the timing for proceeding with the 
infrastructure developments. 
 
Multi–user Pavilions 
 
Rosalie Park currently has three pavilions located within its grounds, including the Onslow Park 
Tennis Club Pavilion, the West Pavilion currently shared by the Subiaco Junior Football Club and the 
Subiaco Lacrosse Club, and the East (Main) Pavilion currently shared by the Subiaco Amateur 
Football Club, Subiaco City Junior Soccer Club and the Rosalie Park Touch Association.    
 
ABV research indicates that there are no other such sporting facilities in the Perth Metropolitan area 
that cater for a very similar range of user groups such as the six Rosalie Park sports clubs, (and 
potentially up to eight if it is considered that the Claremont Nedlands Junior Cricket Club and the 
Western Suburbs Cricket Club will require use of the amenities and may wish to utilise the social 
facilities on competition days). Tompkins Park Community and Recreation Association (within the 
City of Melville) is often identified as a good model for a shared use facility, however, it has three 
sports clubs in the association (rugby, cricket and touch) although each do have junior and senior 
teams. 

 
The Midland Sports Complex is a facility 
that was designed and originally catered 
for four clubs including bowls, tennis, 
football and baseball who formed the 
Midland Sports Association (MSA).  Whilst 
the facility was very well specified, the 
MSA failed after a few years and 
management was taken over by the City.  
One of the contributing factors was that 
the facility did not provide good access or 
viewing to the football oval or baseball 
diamond, and was separated from the 
fields by a driveway, car park and a dam, 
as shown in the picture to the left. 
 

                           Midland Sports Complex 

 
The football and basketball clubs moved back into a small kiosk/changeroom facility located directly 
adjacent to their respective sporting fields, highlighting the importance of an effective and practical 
reserve layout to ensure the greatest chance of success of facility sharing arrangements.  Rosalie 
Park is fortunate to have been developed in a way that allows for a shared facility to be located 
centrally to most fields and the tennis courts, close to where the East Pavilion is currently located. 
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ABV has collected the plans of many shared use pavilions during the course of numerous sport and 
recreation facility needs assessments and feasibility studies.  There are a number of traits from 
contemporary facility designs that are considered appropriate and should be considered in the 
design of a multi purpose pavilion/community facility at Rosalie Park. They are listed below:     

 Large Dividable Social/Function Room, Kitchen and Bar – A large function area that can be 
divided into two or three separate spaces with retractable walls is a key component of a 
successful shared use facility.  It allows multiple groups to use the facility simultaneously, 
and provides the flexibility for different sized room spaces to be configured depending on 
the needs of the function.  A horse shoe shape with a central kitchen/bar area is a feature of 
a number of contemporary designs including the recently constructed Mandurah Bowling 
and Recreation Club as shown below: 

Large dividable social/function space with central kitchen/bar 
 

It is important that each of the divisible areas can be accessed by patrons independently 
without disturbing users of the other function rooms, including external access and access to 
the kitchen, bar and toilets. 

 Multiple sets of Changerooms – Multiple sporting fields/courts require multiple sets of 
changerooms to adequately provide for the needs of the sports participants. It is 
advantageous to provide at least one set of changerooms specified to senior community 
Australian rules football standards as these dimensions are equivalent or greater than the 
community standards of all other sports as they require the highest number of players in a 
team.  The number of changerooms for each multi-field sporting reserve needs to be 
individually assessed on a case by case basis – depending on the users make up of senior to 
junior teams, what sports / clubs are playing on the same day and the type of fixturing the 
sports utilise. 

 Multiple Kiosks – the ability to run a kiosk is important to many sporting clubs as it forms a 
significant part of their revenue which they are able to staff with their own volunteers.  This 
is important for smaller groups who may not have the economy of scale to participate in a 
sports association model that requires paid staff to serve food and drink.  Depending on the 
management arrangement for the shared pavilion and the need to service separate areas at 
the same time, it may be necessary to provide two or three small kiosks that can serve food 
and drinks, whilst food preparation occurs in the shared kitchen.   



 

    20 Rosalie Park Master Plan 

 Shared Administration Facilities – Meeting rooms can readily be shared by multiple user 
groups, less common are the use of shared office spaces, although these are appearing in 
recent plans (see below for an example).  A shared office space can have multiple work 
stations as well as lockable cabinet space so that club administrators have access to an office 
as required, without needing unnecessary duplication of building space. 

       Example of Shared Office Space 

 Ample Storage – A large amount of storage is needed for a shared pavilion, with the total 
requirement depending on each club’s needs.  20-30m2 of storage space is generally 
considered ample for the equipment storage requirements of most clubs.  Small storage 
spaces should also be included for community groups that may be regular hirers of the 
facility. 

 Spectator Shelter and Viewing – Shared pavilions at multi-field reserves can have large 
patronage numbers on competition days.  Ideally the pavilion would be elevated and have 
large verandas for spectator viewing and shelter facing towards the key sporting 
fields/courts.  If the pavilion is elevated, it provides the opportunity for tiered 
limestone/concrete walls for seating under the shelter as shown below: 

Example of sheltered spectator area with tiered seating and elevated position of pavilion  
 

Playground – Facilities for young children are a beneficial addition to pavilions for 
participants/spectators who have young children and also for community hirers of the facility such 
as playgroups, providing day time activation of facilities.  It helps the facility to be more family 
friendly and maintain involvement of participants as they become young parents. 
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6.3 Multi-Use Sports Precinct Design 

The layout design of a multi-use sporting precinct is critical for successful shared usage by multiple 
user groups.  The following key design elements have been developed from a best practice 
perspective accumulated from projects undertaken by A Balanced View (ABV) Leisure Consultancy 
Services and feedback from LGA’s and sporting clubs: 

 Proximity of Pavilions to Sporting Fields – Users of a shared pavilion facility must have good 
viewing and access to their sporting field from the pavilions.  Access to the fields should not 
be obstructed by parking or driveways to ensure safety of children. 

 Large Open Grassed Playing Areas - Grassed sporting fields should be positioned together 
without dividing barriers such as trees or fencing where possible.  This allows for maximum 
flexibility of use and is beneficial for holding school carnivals, festivals and other large 
events. 

 Driveway Location – Where possible, access driveways should not dissect a sporting 
complex, particularly where children are likely to cross – i.e. between the pavilion and a 
sporting field.  If a pavilion is situated a considerable distance from entry access points of a 
reserve, the driveway should be routed along the boundary. 

 Compatibility of Users – Compatible users should be grouped together in shared facilities.  
For example, cricket and football clubs are compatible groups due to their opposing seasonal 
usage. 

 Passive & Informal Recreation Features - A range of passive and informal recreation features 
should be provided in conjunction with the active facilities to ensure there is something for 
everyone in the one location.  This will also encourage the general community to make use 
of the sporting fields when not in use by clubs as the large grassed areas are excellent 
passive recreation facilities in themselves.  Passive informal elements may include trails, 
outdoor exercise equipment, playground equipment, 3 on 3 basketball feature, tennis hitting 
walls, amphitheatre style meeting places, picnic facilities, water features and fountains for 
people and their pets, shaded rest stops and seating etc.   

 Parking and Access - Ample parking and road access is important as well as via public 
transport and being linked to a dual use path network.  Whilst catering for adequate parking 
for dedicated peak utilisation is neither practical or in many cases possible, too few parking 
spaces can cause significant safety issues and hamper the ability of sporting organisations to 
conduct their activities effectively and efficiently. 

 Spectator Viewing – Spectators should be well catered for with ample shelter and areas to 
stand/sit whilst viewing sporting events.  Community sports have strong family involvement 
and therefore it is important that parents, children, siblings, grandparents etc are able to 
view the sporting activities in a degree of comfort. 

 Hosting Events – Large multi-use sporting reserves should have design features that will 
allow them to cater for large events such as regional tournaments, top grade grand finals 
and community festivals.   In addition to the design features previously mentioned, this may 
also include ensuring supporting amenities such as changerooms, toilets and social facilities 
are of a sufficient standard. 

 Floodlighting – Adequate floodlighting to Australian Standards for training at a minimum is 
required to ensure the sporting fields can be used to their full capacity, particularly for 
winter sports when sunset occurs soon after the work day has ended.  Competition lighting 
is also increasingly becoming a need due to the growth in midweek competition  

 Water Efficiency - Sustainable irrigation and landscaping practices e.g. native plantings and 
computerised reticulation are important for protection against effects of climate change.   
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6.4  Sports Field Capacity Trends 

Overuse of sporting grounds is an issue for many Local Government Authorities (LGAs).  Grounds 
that have excessive usage are generally damaged and can become unsafe to play on.  The amount of 
usage that a sporting field can handle is difficult to determine, as it is dependent on many variables 
including the type of users, quality of the soil, climatic conditions, amount of maintenance, condition 
of infrastructure such as drainage and reticulation systems amongst others. 
 
Research by ABV amongst various LGAs across Australia has found that approximately 25 hours of 
usage per week is generally supported as being the optimum capacity of a well-drained and 
reticulated active sporting field. 
 
Reasons for overuse of sporting fields include: 

o Introduction of midweek competitions and year round sports 

o Increased floodlighting provision allowing longer hours of training 

o Insufficient rest and recovery periods between change of seasons 

o Increasing of housing/population density without matching provision of public open 
space. 

o Resources have been directed towards increasing physical activity participation 
without matching resources towards increasing supply of facilities 

 
Some recommendations to rectify the identified problems include: 

o Increased resources and funding towards active public open space planning with 
focus on district and regional planning 

o More land being allocated towards sporting fields 

o Longer recovery periods between seasons 

o Utilisation of school grounds through a memorandum of understanding between 
LGAs and the Department of Education and Training 

o Increased Federal and State Government funding 

o Exploration of alternative and more efficient irrigation methods 

o The use of hybrid and synthetic surfaces 

 
6.4.1 Synthetic Surfaces 

Synthetic turf sports surfaces have been implemented for several decades now and are being used 
extensively for lawn bowls, tennis, hockey and cricket (wickets) within Western Australia.  The 
benefits of synthetic turf include increased usage capacity, decreased water and maintenance 
requirements and improved uniformity of ball bounce/roll characteristics. 
 
A more recent phenomenon is the increasing development of synthetic soccer surfaces (often with 
multi-use purposes) of LGA’s and schools.  In the 1990’s ‘Third Generation’ synthetic turf was 
developed that includes long pile turf with granulated rubber infill.  The playing characteristics of 
synthetics for soccer and other such large ball sports are similar to that of natural turf and reportedly 
do not affect the style of play.  They have low abrasion qualities and allow players to slide on the turf 
as they would on natural grass.   
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In Australia, the uptake of third generation surfaces appears to have been driven by the severe 
water shortages along the east coast over the past decade.  Another significant factor is that major 
cities in Australia have growing populations but limited land availability for additional active reserve 
space. 
 
The Perth metropolitan area is fortunate to have a very large and easily accessible ground water 
resource that is used to irrigate almost all public open space.  Synthetic turf fields can cost over four 
times the capital establishment costs of an equivalent area of natural turf, thus the development of 
third generation synthetics for soccer and other large ball sports has been very limited in WA to 
date.  However, Perth’s climate is drying, with the 2010 winter being one of the driest on record.  
There is growing discussion in the Parks and Recreation industry that ground water allocations for 
public open space (POS) are likely to be reduced in the near future due to the sustained reductions 
in groundwater recharge, thus requiring LGAs to reduce water consumption and find other (and 
most likely more costly) water supplies.  This will impact on the ability for LGA’s to maintain their 
existing levels of active reserve provision and greatly restrict their ability to develop new turf for 
growing populations.   
 
In addition, many Perth LGAs are finding active reserve demand is growing in excess of available land 
supply, as is being experienced within many of the inner suburban areas.  Therefore, Perth LGA’s are 
increasingly looking at options such as synthetic surfaces for soccer and other sports to meet the 
community’s demand for active reserve provision.  The City of Swan is planning a major 
development of four multi-purpose synthetic fields for a new district open space in Ellenbrook 
(shown below) which will be constructed in 2015. 

           Ellenbrook Open Space Multi-Use Synthetic Fields 

 
Further advances are continually being made in synthetic surface technology.  There are now multi-
purpose surfaces that meet the requirements for soccer, Australian rules football and cricket.  These 
surfaces are now being termed as 4th generation synthetics surfaces, along with hybrid hockey 
synthetic turfs that can be played on wet or dry (The 2015 Women’s Soccer World Cup will play 
every game on synthetic surface pitches).  
 
Hybrid synthetic / natural grass surfaces are also increasingly being implemented where 
circumstances require. Whilst not providing savings on water use compared to full synthetic pitches, 
they offer significant increase in usage capacity and flexibility in terms of not requiring fencing whilst 
retaining warranty protection on surface integrity. 
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Apart from significant cost to install and replace synthetic surfaces, one of the major issues with a 
full synthetic field is that it is desirable to secure them with adequate fencing to reduce the risk of 
vandalism or misuse.  This conflicts with many LGA’s stated policies or general desires of keeping 
active reserves open and accessible to the whole community for active and passive recreation.   
Unfenced synthetic fields need to be carefully managed, with a strong emphasis placed on crime 
prevention through environmental design. 
 
The rationale for the development of synthetic sports surfaces has been well established due to the 
significantly increased usage capacity and reduced water consumption compared to natural grass.  
Synthetic surfaces are increasingly being developed in multi-purpose varieties that meet the 
international standards for multiple sports, however, there are still limitations to the range of sports 
that can be played on a single surface, particularly sports that are played on short fast rolling turf 
such as hockey and tennis and those that are played on longer turf such as soccer and football.   
 
At some point in the near future it is likely that the City will need to consider management options 
that limit club participants utilising the Rosalie Park playing fields as a means of preserving the 
playing field quality and investigate the possibility of the provision of hybrid turf surfaces. 
 
 

6.5 Trends Summary 

It is generally acknowledged that there is a lack of active reserve space in the inner Perth 
Metropolitan area with unmet demand and incidences of potential players being turned away 
increasing.  In Subiaco, sports of soccer, touch football and cricket have reached capacity and are 
turning away both junior and senior participants. Club based physical activity (sports organised by a 
sporting club) has increased by 31% (2001 – 2010).  This indicates that clubs continue to play an 
integral role in encouraging and enabling people to participate in physical activity.   
 
Future development of reserves is not keeping up with inner metropolitan population growth due to 
lack of space.  Lack of water and possible future reductions in water allocations for public open 
space (POS) will be an additional pressure limiting additional active reserve development, and 
indeed maintaining the existing supply. 
 
The rationale for the development of synthetic sports surfaces has been well established due to the 
reduced water consumption and significantly increased usage capacity compared to natural grass.  
At some point in the near future it is likely that the City will need to consider management options 
that limit club participants utilising the Rosalie Park playing fields as a means of preserving the 
playing field quality and investigate the possibility of the provision of hybrid surfaces. 
 
The layout of Rosalie Park presents an opportunity for all user groups to potentially be co-located in 
a shared multi use community pavilion provided that it allows harmonious simultaneous use by 
multiple sporting groups. 
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7 FACILITY REVIEW 

7.1 Description 

Rosalie Park is a 13 hectare Class A sporting and recreation reserve that has been almost fully 
developed.  Rosalie Park has the following key attributes: 

 It has trees and vegetation around the periphery and a small area of trees in the north east 
corner that form part of a local greenway linking Lake Jualbup to Kings Park. 

 Large open sports field areas, broadly equivalent to 3.5 senior sized AFL ovals (See aerial 
photo on following page).   

 Up to seven senior sized rectangular fields can be marked at one time.  Currently 
accommodates lacrosse, junior football, soccer and touch.  The north oval is on a higher 
level than the east/west ovals. 

– Turf cricket wicket block on east oval (six wickets) and a synthetic wicket on the 
north oval. 

– Turf practice wickets (33m width) and five synthetic practice wickets. 

– Training level lighting provided to all fields, competition level lighting provided to 
the East 1 pitch in front of the East Pavilion. 

 11 tennis courts including seven natural grass courts and four hard courts.  The four hard 
courts have flood lighting. 

 Newly built storage facility (190m2) located between the West and East pavilions.  It 
contains four large units 30m2 each, and four small units 10m2 each. 

 Three pavilions: West Pavilion, East (Main)Pavilion and Tennis Pavilion 

– West Pavilion is a smaller and newly refurbished pavilion.  It includes a 100m2 hall 
with a kitchen, one large changeroom with toilets and showers and one small 
changeroom with toilets and showers. 

– East Pavilion is larger and newly refurbished.  It includes a 165m2 hall, large kitchen 
with a bar and cool room, office, meeting room, ancillary room, storage, public 
toilets, 6 changerooms (no wet areas), a shared male toilet/shower facility and a 
shared female toilet/shower facility. 

– Tennis Pavilion is a smaller pavilion with a 100m2 hall, kitchen, small m/f 
changerooms with toilets and a sea container for storage.  This facility is in poor 
condition currently and is due to be partly refurbished in 2014/15. 

 Parking is available off Derby Rd (west side of reserve) and Onslow Rd (north side of reserve) 
and along the driveway leading to the pavilion from Onslow Rd, totalling 184 bays. 

 3m width concrete dual use pathway around entire perimeter of the Reserve. 

 Rosalie Primary School adjoins Rosalie Park, situated to the North West.  It has a small 
Primary School oval that is maintained by the City and is used by the Subiaco Junior Football 
Club for Auskick and also as overflow parking. 

 
Photographs of various aspects of the precinct are included overleaf. 
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7.2 Sports Turf Capacity 

The current capacity of the sporting fields at Rosalie Park is a major issue, with all groups reporting 
lack of space/capacity as an impediment to their future growth and meeting the demands of the 
community.  An independent assessment of the capacity of the sports turf at Rosalie Park 
commissioned by the City of Subiaco was undertaken in May 1014 by Sports Turf Technology.  The 
results are as follows: 
 
Winter Usage Assessment 
 

Sports Field Maximum Rated Hours of Use Current Hours of Use Remaining 
Capacity Over Used 

Rosalie East 1* 20 8.2 11.8  

Rosalie East 2 20 20.8  0.8 

Rosalie East 5 20 21.8  1.8 

Rosalie West 20 14.0 6.0  

Rosalie North 10 20 27.6  7.6 

Rosalie North 11 20 28.9  8.9 

Total   17.8 19.1 

*Competition Only Field 

 
This usage assessment of Rosalie Park during the peak winter season (2014) indicates that Rosalie 
Park overall is being over used, particularly on the North Oval as well as the East 2 & 5 pitches.  The 
quality of the turf on these fields is excellent during summer and the early part of the winter season, 
however they show signs of deterioration midway through the winter season, and by the end of the 
season a significant amount of maintenance is required to regenerate the turf to a high standard 
including replacement of areas where it has been completely worn away.  The turf at Rosalie Park 
did not reach the optimum rating of 25 hours due to poor drainage through the surface layer, which 
can be improved over time with heavy maintenance. 
 
There is remaining capacity on the East 1 field because it is reserved for competition use only.  There 
is also some capacity remaining on the West Oval which is currently used by the Subiaco Junior 
Football Club and the Subiaco Lacrosse Club.  These fields remain in very good/excellent condition 
year round. 
 
Overall, Rosalie Park is being used slightly above the total capacity it is currently rated to be able to 
accommodate, and therefore the City has recently restricted the Clubs from further increasing their 
usage of the reserve.   
 
With the implementation of synthetic surfaces not being considered within this report, limited 
options exist to ensure the playing quality of the fields are maintained to the desired standard. 
Capping of the number of participants in the Winter season has been employed previously in a self-
regulated manner by the clubs themselves at the request of the City of Subiaco. With increasing 
player demands the increased pressure on playing surfaces will lead to playing field damage. The 
City must proactively address this issue and it is suggested that a ground allocation policy be 
developed that identifies clubs utilisation for games and training hours that also considers the total 
number of participants utilising the fields. This policy should effectively set maximum participant and 
hours utilisation on a weekly basis that is then implemented and closely managed. 
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The use of hybrid turf at Rosalie Park is an option that will increase the capacity and should be 
investigated. Hybrid turf can be utilised without the need for perimeter fencing and provides 
considerably more capacity in terms of usable hours (estimated at approximately 40 hours per 
week).  
 
 

7.3 SWOT Analysis 

A SWOT analysis was undertaken by ABV Leisure Consultancy Services after multiple site visits, 
meeting with City staff and consultation meetings with the public and resident sporting clubs. All 
observations are that of the consultants. 
 
7.3.1 Strengths 

 Large open contiguous turf spaces allow for flexible use by sporting groups and provide a 
highly valued place for passive recreation for the general community. 

 Oval turf is kept to a very high standard, notwithstanding the effects of high usage through 
the winter.  Tennis courts turf is also kept to high standard. 

 The East and West Pavilions have been recently refurbished including new roofing, 
repointing of brickwork, full internal refurbishment/remodelling.  These buildings are now in 
very good condition. 

 East Pavilion has a good size social/function room with bar and kitchen. 

 All pavilions have elevated positions over most playing surfaces for good viewing. 

 Newly constructed large storage facility meets current needs of all the clubs. 

 Training lights across all fields allows full utilisation of the reserve. 

 Large trees around the perimeter and down the driveway provide good shade for spectators 
and improve the aesthetics of the reserve. 

 Advanced irrigation technology and turf maintenance practices are used to minimise water 
consumption and chemical use on the turf. 

 
7.3.2 Weaknesses 

 There is a severe lack of parking on Sundays when soccer and football is played at the 
Reserve, and during the week day working hours.  This causes safety issues for sports 
participants and primary school children during the week.  Workers on the redevelopment 
of the QEII Medical Centre have been placing significant strain on parking around Rosalie 
Park (this may ease upon completion of works in 2015). 

 The driveway with angle parking leading to the pavilion is narrow and becomes very 
congested during peak use, and frequently results in the emergency access being blocked. 

 Rosalie Park has no capacity for additional growth in the user groups, with the north and 
east ovals (apart from the East 1 premier competition pitch) being used beyond their 
capacity. 

 Tennis pavilion is ageing and has some maintenance/compliance issues (planning has been 
undertaken and is under consideration to address). 

 Drainage is an issue for parts of the reserve, reducing the amount of usage it can handle. 

 The turf cricket practice wickets are no longer utilised due to the relocation of the home 
base of the Western Suburbs Cricket Club. 
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 The quality of the training lighting is less than ideal in some areas due to the low height of 
the poles, creating some glare issues.  The training level lighting is also less than ideal for 
sports training and night touch football competition and presents inconsistencies in lux 
uniformity across the fields. 

 There is some duplication of facilities/inefficient use of resources evident by the 
construction of three pavilion facilities in close proximity to each other. 

 There is a lack of spectator shelter facing the East Oval from the East Pavilion in relation to 
the number of patrons present during peak usage.  On wet days the grass embankment in 
front of the pavilion becomes very soggy due to water running straight off the roof. 

 Temporary fencing used to stop balls running on to Aberdare Rd is somewhat visually 
unappealing, although necessary for safety reasons (planting is occurring that is intended to 
alleviate need for fencing once established). 

 The changerooms in both pavilions are smaller than required and not of contemporary 
standards, the East Pavilion does not have separate wet areas, requiring multiple teams to 
share the same toilet/shower facilities.   

 The location of the reticulation control/bin store off the north east corner of the East 
Pavilion detracts from the aesthetics of the pavilion building, as it is the first feature that 
patrons see on approaching the building from the driveway and Onslow Road car park. 

 The northern most tennis courts are affected by shade from the large trees on the road 
verge. 

 A disused scoreboard at the north eastern corner of the reserve detracts from the aesthetics 
of the area.  

 
7.3.3 Opportunities 

 Possible opportunities for additional parking in the cricket practice nets location and the 
north east corner of the reserve. 

 Introduction of timed parking restrictions around the reserve to assist with car park 
management. 

 Development of a hybrid turf to increase capacity at the reserve. 

 Development of a single shared pavilion to replace three pavilions (East, West and Tennis 
pavilions) and provide a higher level of amenity to all user groups. 

 Remodel the playing field layout to allow for an additional cricket wicket and a senior size 
soccer pitch. 

 Provision of appropriate mix of training and competition lighting to the whole reserve to 
maximise flexibility of use of the reserve. 

 Addition of passive recreation features such as a fitness trail with resting stops, BBQ’s and 
shelters, outdoor exercise equipment and a playground located near the pavilion. 

 Develop tiered seating and shelter for spectators along the embankment facing towards the 
East and West ovals.  

 
7.3.4 Threats 

 Class A Reserve development and use restrictions.  New uses of the Reserve (i.e. other than 
recreation) cannot be approved without an Act of Parliament.  This also provides a high level 
of protection for native vegetation and buildings with heritage value. 
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 Redevelopment works may require removal of large trees that may have environmental or 
aesthetic value and valued by the general community. 

 Some groups may have reservations about shared use of a pavilion. 

 There is opposition to fencing on fields at Rosalie Park.  
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8 CONSULTATION KEY FINDINGS 

8.1 Rosalie Park User Sports Codes 

Consultation with the sporting codes that utilise Rosalie Park Users has occurred via individual 
consultation with the sporting code representatives and the completion of club surveys. 
 
A summary of the key issues and needs of each of the sporting codes are provided as follows: 
 
8.1.1 Lacrosse (Subiaco Lacrosse Club) 

 Has 5 senior teams, 6 junior teams and 10 Mod Crosse players. 

 Participation steady but aiming to grow in the future if the City can provide capacity. 

 Lack of preseason training options is a major issue due to the closure of Rosalie Park for 
maintenance/turf recovery (between five & six weeks per year each year). 

 Need vehicle access to new storage facility. 

 Would like improved lighting for small ball training/competition. 

 Need for temporary fencing to protect from balls crossing fields and on to roads. 

 Would like larger changerooms. 

 The club feels it is not large enough to be viable in sports association management 
arrangement. 

 Would like grandstand/tiered seating along bank for east/west oval viewing. 
 
8.1.2 Soccer (Subiaco Amateur Football Club and Subiaco City Junior Soccer Club) 

 12 senior teams and approximately 50 junior teams of mostly local children. 

 Soccer clubs are restricted in future growth, are already turning away players. 

 Lack of training space is the major issue.  Would like to make some use of East 1. 

 Priority building need is for terraced seating/grandstand with cover looking towards 
competition pitch (East 1). 

 Need for improved changeroom facilities (larger, own wet areas, separate officials’ 
changerooms).  A players’ race, where players enter the playing field from change room 
would have been desirable. 

 Permanent overlapping black mesh fencing to stop balls crossing to Aberdare Road is highly 
desirable. 

 Increased parking space and/or improved parking control options highly desirable. 

 100 lux across all pitches for community competition is highly desirable. 
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8.1.3 Touch Football (Rosalie Touch Association) 

 52 senior teams, 6 junior teams in summer, 32 senior teams in winter 

 Winter competition has doubled in past 2 years, and is now at capacity. 

 Aiming to increase summer participation, particularly juniors.  Requires more referees. 

 Highest priority is for lighting to be upgraded to competition level (100 lux).  Touch does not 
train, only has competition nights.  Top oval in particular is dark in the middle. 

 Light poles are also too low and have significant glare when facing them. 

 More parking is highly desirable. 

 Improved driveway to Main Pavilion is desirable, with perpendicular parking and 
roundabout. 

 Clubroom facilities are sufficient for the Touch Association. 

 Would like the turf to be changed to couch, believe it would handle more wear and tear. 
 
8.1.4 Tennis (Onslow Park Tennis Club) 

 101 juniors, 135 seniors.  Has grown by over 130% since 2007/08. 

 Club has been achieving milestones including court upgrades and appointing a head coach 
which has led to significant increase in membership. 

 Upgrading of the clubrooms is the next priority.  Plans and funding are in place to begin 
construction in 2015. 

 The Club wishes to remain in its own facility, sharing is not seen as viable due to different 
sport cultures. 

 Pine trees are causing significant maintenance issues on the hard courts and the club would 
like them removed. Shading from the trees impact negatively on the grass growth of the 
most north easterly tennis court. 

 Parking arrangements are an issue as 2P is not long enough for staff and some club 
members, it also gets overly crowded at peak times. 

 
8.1.5 Cricket (Western Suburbs Cricket Club) 

 Club is at capacity for the number of wickets it has available (12 senior teams, 1 junior).  
Increased by 2 teams in past 5 years.  

 More cricket wickets are required for any future growth to occur. 

 Club moved home base to College Park due to it providing increased competition wickets 
and more favourable clubroom management arrangements. 

 Club continues to use Rosalie Park competition wickets every week, but not practice nets. 
Club does not foresee needing the practice wickets in the future. 

 Club does not use the East Pavilion due to the level of fees for the usage they require.  Lower 
fees / new arrangements would attract them to use the facility again potentially. 

 Parking is not an issue for cricket during the summer. 

 Club would like to be granted a portion of amount City spends preparing the turf wicket and 
do it itself, as per arrangements with most other clubs in the region.  Would save City money 
and Club can be more responsive to their wicket preparation needs. 
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 Improved spectator viewing desirable including permanent dugout type shelters around the 
grounds and a grand stand/tiered seating with shelter looking towards turf wicket. 

 
8.1.6 Junior Football (Subiaco Junior Football Club) 

 Club currently has 6 teams plus 130 children in Auskick.  

 Club had strong Auskick growth in past year (+25%), and feels it is likely to now have all local 
kids that are football inclined.   

 More oval space may be required as Auskick kids move into older age groups. 

 West Pavilion will be sufficient once upgrades are complete. 

 Use of cricket practice net area would be great for young Auskick kids. 

 Lack of parking is a major issue on Sundays.  All parking is gone after 8am. 

 Turf is kept to very good condition throughout the year. 
 
8.1.7 Rosalie Primary School 

 Reliance on Rosalie Park is increasing due to increasing student population and declining 
oval space. 

 Two new demountable classrooms are coming and one will be located on School cricket 
practice nets.  Offsite Kindergarten may also be relocated to Rosalie Primary School. 

 Wider pathway along Derby Road would be helpful for School access. 

 Rosalie Park hosting more than normal share of School carnivals and weekly sports due to 
superiority of grounds. 

 Lack of after school parking is a major safety concern of Rosalie Primary School, particularly 
with interference with buses. 

 

8.2 City Staff 

City Staff have been consulted throughout the course of the study.  Some key points raised by 
relevant staff are as follows: 

 The East and West Pavilions have received $900,000 of upgrades and have re-opened July 
2014.   

 The East Pavilion is leased to the Rosalie Sports Association (RSA).  It originally had five 
member groups but this has reduced to three with the rugby club moving from the reserve 
entirely and the Western Suburbs Cricket Club relocating its home base to College Park, 
Nedlands.  The junior soccer, senior soccer and touch football clubs remain.   The pavilion 
lease has expired and a new one needs to be signed, however liquor licensing and insurance 
issues need to be resolved and this Master Plan report will consider management of 
proposed facilities in section 13. 

 The small pavilion (West) is leased to the lacrosse and junior football clubs.   

 The Onslow Park Tennis Club (OPTC) pavilion has maintenance and compliance issues, the 
City is contributing $100,000 to rectify some of the concerns.   
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 The OPTC lease has expired.  The Club has plans to upgrade the building and make it more 
accommodating of its current sub lessee – a specialist early learning centre which will assist 
in funding the upgrades.  The city will consider whether it is able to support the tennis club 
following council’s consideration of the RPMP and CFP. 

 Rosalie Park is being used to capacity, there should be no additional use booked for these 
fields. 

 The kikuyu grass is the optimal turf choice for Rosalie Park, it is hard wearing, requires less 
maintenance/fertiliser and more winter active than couch.  It is also more aesthetically 
pleasing.  Replacement with couch would result in continual issues with kikuyu invasion. 

 The turf has a very good maintenance regime. 

 There are some drainage issues near the pavilion, but are manageable and will ease once 
construction is finished.  Tiered seating along the main pavilion embankment could alleviate 
water logging in that area. 

 

8.3 Community Feedback – Passive Users 

The general community has had the opportunity to contribute their comments on the needs for 
Rosalie Park via attending “Drop In” sessions to meet and speak with the consultants face to face at 
Rosalie Park in an informal setting or send in a written submission. The sessions were held in May 
2014, on the 22nd (3pm-6.30pm) and Saturday 31st (9am-12.30pm). The sessions were advertised at 
Rosalie Park via posters, directly notifying members of the RPMPWG to inform the groups they 
represented, City of Subiaco web site and local community newspaper notification. 
 
Individuals and small groups using Rosalie Park that may not have been aware of the Master Plan 
were also approached and asked for their thoughts.  In total, approximately 70-80 members of the 
community were consulted.  This consultation revealed the following in regards to most common 
feedback on passive/informal use of Rosalie Park: 

 General consensus that community is very happy with Rosalie Park the way it is.   

 Do not want to see loss of green space, whether for parking or anything else. 

 Enjoy the openness; do not want any obstructions like fencing. 

 Several comments received that parking is not that big of an issue, lack of parking is a 
common problem through Subiaco and other inner city areas. 

 A variety of relatively minor requests – i.e. increased off dog leash hours, turn on lights in 
the morning, drink fountains, play & outdoor gym equipment, bbq/picnic facilities, benches, 
bins etc. 

 Some were not aware tennis courts available for public use.  Suggested improved signage. 
 

8.4 Neighbouring LGA Key Findings 

Neighbouring LGAs to the City of Subiaco were consulted to gauge if there were any issues or 
developments that may impact on the City.  The following key points were raised: 

 City of Nedlands and Town of Vincent active reserves are at full capacity. 

 Town of Cambridge reports some capacity for their own clubs to grow in size, but not for 
additional user groups. 

 City of Perth expect significant growth, expectation residents will use sports facilities in 
neighbouring LGAs. 
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 In general there is limited consideration being given to synthetics due to constraints they put 
on reserve use, although it is known that the Town of Vincent has supported the 
implementation of a synthetic soccer field for the Perth Soccer Club. 

 No new indoor courts being planned in the region apart from the new Perth Netball Centre 
(Wembley) due to open in 2015. 

 Bowls and Tennis Clubs appear to be quite healthy, no current plans for 
merging/rationalisation.   

 
 

8.5 Rosalie Park Master Plan Working Group 

The Rosalie Park Master Plan Working Group was formed as a means for representatives of each 
sporting code present at Rosalie Park as well as representatives for the community to inform and 
provide feedback to the consultants through the master planning process.  (Please see Appendix 1 
Rosalie Park Master Plan Working Group Participants and Terms of Reference for a list of the 
members of this group). The group met four times and the group’s valuable feedback was used to 
inform the consultants initially of the major issues and needs and later meetings to comment and 
provide input on the proposed Master Plan design. 
 
The major issues this group identified at Rosalie Park are listed below: 

 Population growth pressures (infill/redevelopment) and impact on facilities 

 Pressure on groups to cope with demand for expansion. 

 Facilities ability to cope with growth. 

 As an indicator of growth RPS has grown 20% over last 2 years to 540 students. 

 Increase in casual users when maintenance on grounds occurring (no active sport). 

 Lack of casual users’ passive recreation infrastructure. 

 Parking generally an issue.  Being used over capacity due to hospital construction workers. 

 Considering user pays parking vs. community/local access (hospital users’ hours vs. 
sporting). 

 Wrong grass for winter sports (planted a summer grass) (Note: further consultation with City 
Staff and the City’s Turf Consultant reveal the kikuyu currently being used is the preferred 
grass variety, it is hard wearing and is more active during winter than other common sports 
grasses used such as couch). 

 Traffic management is an issue – onsite e.g. around tennis club (ambulance access). 

 Management model of facilities is a concern (perception that a club cannot run their own 
bar with a shared facility). 

 Ability of clubs (smaller) to meet overheads is limited under a shared facility arrangement.  
May be cost prohibitive for them to join a sports association. 

 One off visitors from adjacent land uses, e.g. families from the children’s hospital. 

 Require better facilities for Tennis (good after school hire use). 

 The Master Plan should be developed including clear goals, objectives and timeframes for 
achievement. 
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9 CONSIDERATIONS 

9.1 Parking 

A major issue that has been raised throughout the course of this study is the lack of parking spaces 
during peak times.   
 
Currently there is a total of 279 parking spaces available at Rosalie Park including a total of 184 bays 
in the off street areas at Rosalie Park (as shown below) and a further 40 street side parking spaces 
along Derby Road with 55 street side parking spaces along Onslow Road. 

 
Source: Parking Management Presentation to Rosalie Park Master Plan Working Group 26 June 2014 

 
The parking areas are reported to currently be at capacity Monday to Friday from early morning 
through to approximately 3:30pm with the vast majority of users being construction workers on the 
nearby QEII Medical Centre redevelopment.  During this time the lack of parking creates safety 
issues for Rosalie Primary School (RPS), particularly as some cars stop within the designated bus 
parking zone.  Daytime tennis court users are also affected and report having to park significant 
distances away which is difficult for some of the older participants. 
 
The parking areas are also reported by sporting clubs as being at capacity on Sundays during the 
winter sports season from 8:00am through to early afternoon.  The lack of parking is most 
problematic when the Subiaco Junior Football Club (SJFC) has home fixtures as it coincides with the 
soccer fixtures which are scheduled every week.  It is a major issue for these sporting codes as 
participants’ park considerable distances from the playing fields. This then impacts negatively on 
residents in neighbouring areas in terms of increased street traffic and utilising local parking spaces 
in residential areas. 
 
Parking is not reported as significant an issue for the touch, lacrosse and cricket sporting codes at 
Rosalie Park as they are generally played outside of peak use times.   
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The SJFC, SCJSC, SAFC, OPTC and Rosalie Primary School (RPS) organisations have expressed a strong 
desire for an increase in parking and/or improved parking arrangements to alleviate some of the 
pressure on parking availability.   
 
The RPS Principal reports that new classrooms in 2015 will see the increasing student population and 
year 7 cohort changes requiring accommodation. This will also mean more teachers therefore has 
suggested making some car parking spaces available to teachers during weekday school hours with 
the use of permits.   
 
OPTC has requested that the internal driveway parking be made 2P (2 hour parking limit) so that it 
will be available for members and other short term users whilst deterring QEII Medical Centre 
workers from utilising the area for full day parking. 
 
The community consultation process (and previous QEII Medical Centre parking planning for 
potential use of Rosalie Park) has revealed the general public would not like to see any green space 
lost to parking area development.    
 
The City notes that should any special parking permits be put in place with RPS or other Rosalie Park 
user groups, other local businesses and organisations will request similar arrangements also, placing 
the City in a difficult situation. 
 
Once the QEII Medical Centre construction works are completed (estimated as July 2015) the parking 
pressures on Rosalie Park are likely to change.  The provision of on-site parking for operational staff 
for a day fee of $5.50 will lessen the attractiveness of Rosalie Park as a parking destination for the 
full day. The QEII Medical Centre Operations staff report that there are also adequate parking bays 
that will be provided for the operational work force suggesting that no overflow parking will even be 
required for staff. It is likely however that hospital visitor parking will be accommodated at Rosalie 
Park. Visitor parking demand at Rosalie Park is difficult to estimate until the QEII Medical Centre is in 
full operation. 
  
Whilst the development of additional parking spaces would be appreciated by Rosalie Park users at 
this point in time, it is difficult to know what changes to parking arrangements (i.e. ticketed parking, 
time restrictions etc) will be useful or necessary until the QEII redevelopment is complete and the 
new Perth Children’s Hospital is fully operational.   
 
There are limited opportunities for creating parking availability for Rosalie Park users. Potential 
options include:  

 

 Providing new areas for increased parking provision / overflow areas for peak times on the 
current reserve;  

 

 Providing special parking permits for user groups; 
 

 Allowing the internal driveway parking (33 spaces) to be used from 9:30am to 2:30pm 
(currently no parking during these times) which would benefit OPTC users, visitors to RPS and 
other day time users of Rosalie Park which may increase in the future should a new multi-use 
community facility be developed;  
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 Providing parking with timed restrictions such as a 2 or 3 hour time limit would suggest that 
parking bays will not likely be used by QEII Medical Centre workers (construction or future 
employees) for daily parking; 
 

 Potential negative issues with timed parking arrangements include the likelihood of less 
parking bays being available for RPS drop off and pick up times and an expected reduction in 
the income generated from the current levels (approximately $300,000 p.a.), therefore it may 
be appropriate to allocate sections of the available parking for timed limits only. 

 
It is suggested that no major or long term parking decisions are made at Rosalie Park until after the 
QEII construction works are completed and the impact of the change in their staffing utilisation of 
Rosalie Park parking is better understood. 
 
Although the City referred to the Rosalie Park Master Plan process to determine how parking around 
Rosalie Park should be managed, it was subsequently determined by the Working Group that it was 
not the appropriate forum to deliver that outcome and it is therefore recommended that the 
research contained in this report be utilised to engage a professional parking and access consultant 
to prepare a parking management plan for the facility providing both short and long term 
management recommendations in keeping with any Master Plan  
 
 

9.2 Sporting Facility Standards  

Some sporting clubs participating at Rosalie Park have minimum standards that their sporting 
associations require for their participation in various competition levels and should be considered 
where practical and consistent with the aims of the redeveloped Master Plan. The major 
requirements are as following: 
 
Subiaco Amateur Football Club 
 
The Subiaco Amateur Football Club currently has a team in the National Premier League (NPL), the 
highest level of intra-state soccer competition in WA.  It is a significant achievement to gain entry 
into the Premier League and acts as a drawcard for new participants; however, SAFC is unable to 
host home games at Rosalie Park as it does not have a number of the facilities required for NPL 
fixtures.  It is therefore required to host its home games at other venues that do meet the 
requirements at significant cost to the club.   
 
The hosting of home NPL games at Rosalie Park is highly desirable for SAFC.  It would be a source of 
great pride for its members and supporters and enable significant income generation.  Some of the 
key facility requirements for a venue to host a NPL fixture (current 2014) are as follows: 
 

 Soccer field 105m x 68m (min 60m width) with a well maintained surface (can be natural or 
synthetic).  Field cannot be multi-marked for NPL games. 

 Permanent or temporary perimeter fencing approved by Football West and allowance for 
24m of Football West signage. 

 Public toilets away from the team changerooms and accessible to all spectators. 

 Seating for 200 people (recommended under cover seating for 500). 

 Selling points for food and beverages including alcohol. 

 Home and away team changerooms large enough for 20 persons in each, with own toilets 
and showers. 
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 Match officials’ change room large enough for 4 persons with a toilet and shower. 

 PA system that can be heard throughout complete spectator area. 

 Undercover medical area (dedicated medical room with two treatment tables 
recommended). 

 
At the present time, the lack of spectator seating and spectator barrier fencing with signage around 
the main pitch (East 1) are the main items that have previously prevented Rosalie Park from being 
utilised for NPL fixtures.  The installation of temporary spectator fencing and bench seating along the 
embankment are potential solutions that would bring Rosalie Park into contention for hosting home 
SAFC NPL fixtures.  
 
Participation in the NPL is based on a relegation system; therefore it is possible that SAFC may not 
always be part of this competition in the future. 
 
Western Suburbs Cricket Club 
 
Currently the Western Suburbs Cricket Club participates in the Suburban Turf Cricket Competition. 
Whilst the club has use of another turf wicket at their home ground, the retention of the existing 
turf wicket allows them to play 2 teams on a turf surface each week and their affiliated junior clubs. 
The current turf 6 wicket block is x 430m2 and it is desirable that same size block is available in any 
redevelopment of sporting fields at Rosalie Park.  
 
Subiaco Lacrosse Club 
 
The Subiaco Lacrosse Club participates in the WA’s only Lacrosse competition and plays their high 
level games on a pitch that now has common markings for Men’s and Women’s games with the 
following key field dimensions;  
 

 Size of field increased from 110 yard X 60 yard to 110 m X 60 m (120.30 yard X 65.62 yard)  

 Substitution area or gate increased from 10 yard to 13 m (14.22 yard)  
 
Rosalie Touch Association 
 
The Rosalie Touch Association currently plays on fields of approximately 70m * 50m, this sized field 
should continue to be provided. 
 
Subiaco Junior Football Club 
 
The Subiaco Junior football club mark their ovals as required. The specifications for junior football 
are indicative only and are well accommodated within the size of the Western playing field. The club   
currently play on various fields dependant on the age group with a longest current field marking of a 
105 x 135m field (which is in excess of the requirements for 12 year olds - 110 x 80m), close to 
standard field for 13 year olds and almost minimum required for up to 17’s (min 110 x 135m). It 
would be prudent to enable a 110m * 135m playing field to be available for the club as its junior age 
groups progress through the categories.  
 
Subiaco City Junior Soccer Club 
 
The Subiaco City Junior Soccer Club play on a variety of reduced sized pitches dependant on the age 
group and game type. These pitches are marked within the existing playing field areas as required by 
the club and should remain as a minimum in any future Master Plan. 



 

    40 Rosalie Park Master Plan 

10 NEEDS ANALYSIS 

This needs analysis is a synthesis of all research and consultation that has been undertaken for this 
study.  Justification is provided for each of the following needs that have been identified. 
 

10.1 Multi-Use Community Facility 

Currently there are three separate sporting pavilions at Rosalie Park; the West Pavilion, East Pavilion 
and Tennis Pavilion.  Each of the pavilions are several decades old, however, the East and West 
Pavilions have very recently been refurbished and upgraded and do not appear to be showing any 
signs of structural deficiencies.  The Tennis Pavilion is due to have minor refurbishment works 
conducted in the 2014/15 financial year for it to remain habitable, and the OPTC is actively pursuing 
plans to refurbish and upgrade the facility for it to remain a viable club building for the long term. 
 
A key best practice facility planning principle is for new facilities to be shared multi-purpose facilities 
for compatible user groups. This is opposed to the development of multiple smaller facilities that 
may only meet the needs of one or two user groups.  A shared, multi-purpose facility can provide 
each user group with a higher standard of facility than could otherwise be achieved with the 
provision of separate facilities.   A shared facility also has an overall smaller physical footprint, 
generally allowing reserves to be used to their greatest potential for active and passive recreation 
spaces.  Furthermore, ongoing operational and replacement costs are reduced due to the 
elimination of duplicated resources. 
 
Location and proximity to the playing facilities are key considerations for a multi-purpose community 
facility.  Whilst a single facility cannot have ideal viewing for each playing area, it needs to be within 
reasonable proximity for player/spectator access and some viewing.  Therefore a multi-use facility 
needs to be centrally located wherever possible.  At Rosalie Park, the East Pavilion location is the 
most central site for a shared facility. 
 
There is an opportunity at Rosalie Park for a new facility to replace the West Pavilion, East Pavilion 
and potentially the Tennis Pavilion. However the inclusion of the tennis pavilion within a single multi 
use pavilion has not been pursued in past initial planning for the following reasons; poor location for 
tennis club in terms of spectating (viewing north down the length of courts), distance from facility 
entrance (making management of courts and coaching programs difficult), poor proximity to grass 
courts (which are the clubs pennant competition courts) and the likelihood that more investment 
overall will be required in tennis infrastructure to “fit” the multipurpose  pavilion. The OPTC are also 
strongly opposed to the move on the grounds of loss of heritage and independence of operations.   
 
A single new multi-purpose facility would improve the aesthetics and layout of Rosalie Park, 
potentially replacing multiple pavilions with a single facility that would also provide the community 
with an excellent meeting and function venue.  It would also provide an opportunity to provide team 
changerooms that meet modern standards in a functional layout.  Currently the existing 
changerooms share toilets with the public, which is below the standard expected for community 
level senior sports competition across most codes.  A new facility would resolve these issues and 
ensure that the City of Subiaco has a community facility that can cater for all levels of domestic 
sports competition and be a facility that the City and its residents can take pride in. 
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A multi-use community facility at Rosalie Park should consider the following features/functionality to 
ensure it can successfully accommodate the various user groups at Rosalie Park and the general 
community: 
 

 Divisible social rooms and bar that can provide optimal size spaces for small to large 
functions. 

 Large kitchen 

 Independent access from the social rooms to the toilets, kitchen and entrance/exits where 
practical so that concurrent gatherings/functions can be conducted without interference 
between the groups. 

 Minimum 4 sets of changerooms (unisex – home and away) for the sporting fields, each 
change room with its own wet areas.  Additional area should be reserved for future change 
room facilities so if a need is established they can be added easily at a later date. 

 Umpires and first aid rooms. 

 Public toilets. 

 Administration rooms and meeting space to cater for a building manager, clubs 
administration needs and other potential regular and casual user groups. 

 Provision of kiosk facilities. 

 Multiple storage spaces. 

 Multipurpose areas suitable for a range of purposes. 

 Extensive spectator seating and shelter, ideally with viewing to each of the playing facilities. 

 The pavilion structure could be built to allow for a future second storey addition if and when 
the need arose. 

 
A pavilion designed with these features would maximise flexibility of use, allowing multiple groups 
to use the facility at one time and cater for small to large group sizes. 
 
An alternative option is for the existing pavilions to remain and be upgraded as required into the 
future, addressing their current short comings for purpose.   
 
The advantages of this option include the face that Lacrosse and Junior Football would remain in a 
separate building slightly closer to the West Oval leaving these clubs with greater autonomy than if 
they were to become a joint managing member of a single facility.  It would also be a lower capital 
cost over the short term than to finance the construction of a new large shared facility.  
 
The disadvantage is that the sporting clubs and the Subiaco community would miss out on having 
access to a state of the art multi-purpose community facility with substantially higher capacity and 
level of quality and functionality than the existing pavilions can provide. 
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10.2 Playing Field Capacity 

This report’s investigation of Subiaco sporting team and state sporting association participation rates 
indicate that the City of Subiaco is currently at capacity for its winter sporting field (active reserves) 
provision and has been for some time. When the future population growth of the City is combined 
with that of neighbouring LGAs and their current lack of capacity in existing active reserves (no 
future active reserves proposed) it is apparent that there is an acute shortage of active reserves for 
the residents of the City of Subiaco. The impact of this is that sporting clubs will need to continue to 
cap numbers and not be able to accept new players, preventing some residents from the 
opportunity to participate in field sports in Subiaco in the winter seasons. 
 
A further issue for the City and users is that the current fields will require closure and laser levelling 
to maintain an even playing surface during its life. The City Parks Operations staff advice that this 
works program should be staged as fields will be out of action for a length of time whilst the surface 
grows back to a high standard for use (potentially 12 months per field).  
 
A potential strategy that provides an increase in capacity at Rosalie Park without the creation of new 
active reserves is the provision of a hybrid turf playing surface.  
 
The City has very limited options for increasing active reserve capacity given its lack of developable 
public open space and the small size of local school ovals and their tendency to develop new 
educational facilities on them due to these site constraints.   
 
An issue for senior lacrosse and senior soccer at Rosalie Park is that they have limited options for 
preseason training venues when Rosalie Park turf is rehabilitated over several weeks to ensure the 
fields perform to a high standard through the winter season.  A hybrid turf field would not need to 
be closed off for any significant period of time for maintenance and therefore will always provide a 
preseason training option whilst the natural turf is being worked upon.   
 
The alternative hybrid synthetic field option is basically a large underlay mat with synthetic grass 
strands throughout with sufficient area for natural grass to grow through. It is cheaper and easier to 
install than a full synthetic field and provides a mix of surfaces that feels and plays more like the 
natural turf field. (A full sized soccer pitch from HG Grass – “XtraGrass” field, is approximately $1 
million). This field has a 12 year expected lifespan with examples in Europe 15 years old and still in 
use.  
 
A hybrid pitch like this is expected to provide up to 40 hours per week use, providing extra playing 
field capacity when compared to the natural turf. 
 
As yet there are no full fields like this in Australia, however Auckland City Council is in negotiations 
for a full field of XtraGrass and it has approved the implementation of 40 soccer goal mouths 
throughout the City.  
 
This product has been implemented at Auckland’s Western Springs Speedway in high traffic areas 
and it has reportedly been successful in maintaining grass coverage. Please see picture below left of 
the grassed area at the Speedway which shows the natural grass areas almost bare and the hybrid 
turf area green and supporting some natural grass growing through it. 
 
The picture below right is an XtraGrass playing field showing the goal mouth with the hybrid grass 
area in good condition. 
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A hybrid surface requires continued normal maintenance as per a natural turf field, i.e. same water 
use, mowing and ground repairs such as reticulation, drainage and soil. 
 
The most appropriate location of a multi-use hybrid turf field is close to the main pavilion where 
optimal viewing and access can be obtained, as it would be the mostly highly utilised field at the 
reserve.   
 
Hybrid turf development should be considered in a detailed feasibility study to ensure the most 
effective surface type/dimensions and management options are identified to meet the Subiaco 
community and sporting clubs’ requirements. The issue of potential locations for such a surface 
should also form part of that study potentially linked to a Subiaco future active reserves needs study, 
to consider the future facility needs for sporting groups. 
 
  

Hybrid Turf Examples 
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10.3 Lighting Upgrade 

Currently Rosalie Park has training level lighting (approximately 70 lux) across Rosalie Park, with 100 
lux lighting for community level competition (large ball sports) on the East 1 field.  Glare is an issue in 
some areas as the pole heights that have been used are quite low and user groups report lighting 
being inconsistent.   
 
There is rationale for providing a minimum Australian Standard community level 
competition/training lighting for all codes of football (100 lux - AS2560.2.3-2007) with appropriate 
glare and uniformity ratios to all parts of Rosalie Park active reserve. This will maximise flexibility of 
use of the fields and support additional usage through the summer evenings (winter field usage is 
already at capacity), providing a consistent level of lighting to play under. 
 
The greatest need for upgraded lighting is on the North Oval (2 soccer, 4 touch fields) as this oval is 
used extensively year round for touch football competition and therefore should be the first priority 
for upgrade.  Currently touch football is being played under lighting that does not meet these 
standards. 
 
The provision of training level lighting (50 lux) to the Rosalie Primary School Oval would also provide 
some added benefit to the sporting clubs, enabling it to be used for football and soccer training on 
weekday evenings. 
 
Should a hybrid turf multi-use sports field be developed at Rosalie Park, it would be an intensively 
used field potentially for training and competition soccer, lacrosse and touch football.  Lighting of 
this field to 250 lux would meet the minimum standard for first division and NPL soccer competition. 
It would also be suitable for lacrosse training and competition under lights as it meets the minimum 
standard for community level hockey training and competition (there are no specific Australian 
Standards for lacrosse at the current time), thus ensuring it could be used to its full potential. 
 
All new/upgraded lighting development should be designed to meet and where possible exceed 
AS4282-1997 Control of the Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting, to minimise the impact of spill 
lighting on neighbouring residents. 
 
It is noted that currently Subiaco sporting clubs utilising Rosalie Park do not pay for use of lighting. If 
a fee is to be introduced for this facility it may be prudent to work with the clubs on likely impact on 
their operating budgets and if that has any impact on lighting need from the current situation. 
 
All lighting options should offer multiple lighting level switching to ensure the most effective lighting 
can be achieved for purpose, i.e. 50 lux level may only be required for big ball training therefore 
reducing the levels of power consumption and subsequent costs. 
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10.4 Additional Parking 

The available parking at Rosalie Park has been identified as a major constraint by the user groups.  
Heavily congested parking areas with many cars arriving and leaving causes significant frustration for 
participants, with many cars parking illegally or a considerable distance away in the neighbouring 
residential areas.   
 
Demand for parking is currently exceeding capacity from Monday – Friday as well as Sundays during 
the winter sporting season.  Weekday parking capacity constraints may ease once the QEII Medical 
Centre is complete and the regular QEII Medical Centre staff have access to subsidised parking on 
site.  The lack of parking on Sundays during winter will continue to be a major source of frustration 
for the winter user groups without the provision of additional parking. 
 
There are currently 279 spaces at Rosalie Park and along Onslow and Derby Road.  Given that much 
of the parking that is available is on the perimeter of the Reserve along the streets, a significant 
proportion could be expected to be utilised by non users as well as the many users of Rosalie Park.  
 
It is broadly estimated that peak demand for parking on Sundays may be in excess of 400 vehicles 
from Rosalie Park users alone once the day is in full operation by 8:00am (including 
participants/spectators for current game and people arriving for the next game).  Non Rosalie Park 
users also make use of the available parking spaces at this time.  This indicates a considerable 
shortfall in parking space required to meet this peak demand, with no opportunity for verge parking 
as occurs at many reserves throughout the Metropolitan area.  Whilst it is acknowledged that it 
would not be feasible to provide parking spaces for all cars based on peak usage, the current 
difference is substantial and therefore any practical opportunities for the development of additional 
parking (considerate of the need to conserve green space) should be considered.  
 
 

10.5 Passive & Informal Recreation Facilities  

Passive and informal recreation facilities are an important component of sport and recreation 
reserves such as Rosalie Park. Many in the community enjoy the experience of the facility and easy 
access and suitable facilities for their pursuits are equally important as sporting infrastructure for 
this segment of the population.  Playground and exercise equipment, walking paths/trails and 
shaded seating are common features for promoting informal and passive use of sporting reserves, 
thus opening up the facility to a wider cross section of the community.   
 
At present, Rosalie Park possesses pedestrian footpaths around the perimeter of the reserve along 
the road side, some park benches and seating, and a hit up wall cricket practice nets (in poor 
condition) used informally by the community.  
 
The expansive active turf is also a significant passive recreation facility in itself, used for a wide 
variety of informal and passive users such as dog walking, commuting walking / riding, sitting and 
resting, kicking balls, individual fitness, informal games, and children running around etc.   
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There is rationale for the provision of a looped dual use fitness trail including rest stops and solar 
lighting.  Walking/jogging/running is the most highly participated in physical activity by a strong 
margin.  A lit trail for the purpose of exercise would be of significant benefit to the neighbouring 
community for people of all ages who are not organised sports participants and would also benefit 
walking and cycling commuters.  New pathways should also be incorporated with the development 
or expansion of facilities to improve accessibility where possible for people of all abilities including 
the elderly, people in wheelchairs, prams etc. 
 
A basketball hoop, netball ring with concrete pad and retention/renewal of some cricket nets and 
the hit up wall (whether the existing or a new one in an alternative position) are also important for 
continuing to provide a range of passive/informal recreation facilities for the general community. 
 
Families with young children would benefit from the provision of a playground, ideally located close 
to the main pavilion so that young children can be entertained whilst parents/siblings participate in 
sport or meet.  A nature play area would also be a welcome addition, enabling children to play in a 
more natural environment despite the inner urban location.  Playing in a natural environment has 
been shown to have significant physical and psychological benefits for children and the development 
of such facilities is being actively supported by the State Government (see 
http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/). (It is noted that there are a number of similar playgrounds 
located within close proximity of Rosalie Park and therefore this need could be considered to being 
met from the wider area at present). Rosalie Primary School has shown an interest in developing 
such a playground within its grounds. 
 
Outdoor gym equipment is proving very popular in a growing number of instalments around Perth 
and Australia providing another form of exercise for the community.  This type of equipment should 
be located near pathways with good passive surveillance and possibly lit in an open area to ensure 
people feel safe using it and reduce acts of vandalism.   
 
Rosalie Park may also benefit from the addition of multiple barbeque/picnic areas with seating and 
shading, allowing families to enjoy lunch outside with the expansive grassed areas and shady trees 
during the warmer months. 
 
 

10.6 Tennis Facilities 

The OPTC currently has seven lawn grass courts, four hard courts with lighting and a small, basic 
pavilion.  In recent years the Club has significantly grown its membership base, growing from 100 to 
235 in the past 5 years.  The appointment of a Head Coach is credited as having a highly positive 
effect on attraction and retention of new members.  The Club anticipates that membership  growth 
will continue into the future due to progressive upgrades to the facilities, with the Club having 
recently developed four lit hard courts and now turning its attention to improving the pavilion.  
Some refurbishment of the building is due to occur in the 2014/15 financial year, and the Club has 
established plans to expand the facility in the future as funding becomes available. 
 
With the OPTC to remain in its existing facility it is need of upgrading to modern standards including 
improved social, administration, storage and spectator facilities.  The other option is for the OPTC to 
be relocated to a section of a new multi-purpose community facility.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.natureplaywa.org.au/).%20(It
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The OPTC have expressed a desire for future tennis courts to be developed to the east of their 
current courts location. Whilst the extension is possible through the levelling of a grassed hump area 
within the current facility and the movement of courts closer to each other, the area would require a 
further extension of approximately 5 metres east of the current fence line. This would require 
considerable site works including retaining wall, relocating any underground services cables/pipes, 
probable removal of trees as well as the movement of the current central access roadway further 
east and the subsequent loss of car parking bays in that area.  
 
Whilst the tennis club is reporting solid membership numbers, there is substantial evidence to 
suggest that tennis court provision within the City of Subiaco is adequate and will have limited future 
demand. Tennis West reports that no new courts are required in the inner Perth Metropolitan 
region (Tennis West Perth Metropolitan Region Strategic Facilities Plan 2006 – 2015) and 
Participation in Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey (ERASS) 2001-2010 shows a total decline in 
general tennis participation of 24% and participation in club tennis competitions has decreased by 
13% whilst population has increased significantly over this period of time.  
 
The City currently offers 16 tennis courts, with 11 at OPTC, three at the Daglish Tennis Club and two 
at the Nicholson Road Reserve.  If the City reaches its planned population of 24,000 by 2031 it will 
have a ratio of 1 court per 1,500 persons. This is well within the accepted industry standards of 
tennis court provisions that range from 1:1,000 to 1:4,000 for large metropolitan populations. 
 
The lack of predicted future need for more than the current number of tennis courts within the City 
of Subiaco combined with significant cost to implement a court increase at OPTC weighs against 
recommending future tennis court expansion for this Master Plan at this point in time.   
 
There is a need for an existing grass court to be converted to a hard court due to its heavily shaded 
location in the north east corner of the facility. The shade heavily reduces the availability of this 
court during the summer season. A conversion to a hard court would increase the court’s availability 
to year round. 
 
 

10.7 Cricket Facilities 

Rosalie Park’s 2 cricket ovals are used extensively for cricket competition through the summer 
sporting season by the WSCC and CNCC Juniors.  There is a turf wicket block used by the seniors and 
a synthetic hard wicket that is used by seniors and juniors.  With the recent relocation of the WSCC 
home base to College Park, the turf practice nets are no longer utilised.  The synthetic wicket 
practice nets are used informally by the general community. 
 
There is a shortage of competition wickets in the Western Suburbs region, with the WSCC unable to 
take on new players due to this shortage.  The CNCC Juniors already utilise wickets across a very 
large area, and venues with multiple wickets in the one location significantly improves the 
administration and social aspect of the game 
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The East and North Ovals both have a cricket wicket; the West Oval does not and should be 
considered for the development of an additional synthetic wicket.  The length of the West Oval is 
170m; therefore it would be possible to develop a wicket with an acceptable north/south 
orientation in between two lacrosse fields (60m width).  The wicket would be in the middle of the 
junior football oval and would require covering during the winter season either via rubber matting, 
turf or sand to ensure football player safety.  This is a common feature of many ovals where football 
and cricket share the same facilities on a seasonal basis. 
 
The turf practice wickets are no longer required now that the WSCC has moved its home base.  Turf 
practice wickets are relatively uncommon given the labour and expense required to develop and 
maintain them.  There is little prospect that a senior cricket club will require these practice wickets in 
the future and therefore this area (approximately 27m x 33m) should be considered for other 
purposes. 
 
There are a total of three synthetic practice wickets which are now no longer used for club training, 
but continue to be used informally by the general community for recreation.  The future 
redevelopment of Rosalie Park should seek to ensure that two wickets are retained and potentially 
relocated to a less intrusive location on the reserve for the purposes of player warm ups before 
games maintaining the aspect of informal practice and fun utilisation. 
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11 CONCEPT PLANS 

A concept site plan of Rosalie Park and a concept floor plan of the proposed Multi-Purpose 
Community Facility have been prepared by Emerge and Associates based upon the findings of the 
Needs Analysis detailed within this report.  The Concept Site Plan is attached to this report as 
Appendix 2. 
 
The design aims and objectives of the Rosalie Park concept plans are as follows: 
 
Design Aims 

 Twenty (20) year Plan to meet current and future needs of existing and potential users  

 Improved amenity for all users  

 Financially responsible practices of shared use and multi-purpose facility provision  

 Sustainable long term development  

 Identify opportunities for consolidation of existing infrastructure 
 
Objectives 

 Increase playing field capacity  

 Improve car parking management and capacity  

 Improve change room facilities - contemporary standards  

 Improve lighting for training, games and passive security  

 Retain the park’s sense of openness  

 Improve spectator viewing facilities and amenities  

 Shared, multi-purpose social / function facilities that assist clubs’ sustainability and provide 
general community facilities for hire  

 Improved access and attractions for passive users 

 Disability access and inclusion factored into all design elements   
 
The key features of the concept plans are as follows: 
 
 

11.1 Rosalie Park Concept Site Plan 

Centrally Located Multi-Purpose Community Facility Pavilion 

 Located at present East Pavilion site with a larger footprint.  This location provides viewing 
of the East and Western fields, with optimal viewing for the premier East 1 pitch.   

 
Tiered Spectator Seating and Shelter 

 Tiered spectator seating and shelter is shown along a length of the embankment running 
East/West through the middle of the reserve, providing covered spectator viewing towards 
the East Oval as well as limited provision towards the West Oval.  It is intended to also 
provide an area of covered viewing for the higher level northern fields. 
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Synthetic Cricket Wicket 

 A new synthetic wicket is shown on the West Oval located in between the two lacrosse 
fields.  This will provide a third wicket at Rosalie Park and provide additional capacity 
required by WSCC and the CNCC Juniors.  It will require covering in the winter for junior 
football. 

 
New Parking Areas 

 A new parking area of up to 50 bays is shown over the existing cricket practice wickets area, 
providing additional parking close to the proposed multi-purpose community facility pavilion 
on the western side.  The detailed design needs to consider the substantial slope from Derby 
Road. 

 An overflow area to the east of the North Oval is indicated on the concept plan, showing 
potential capacity for 60 cars to be added.  This parking area could have a crushed rock type 
surface to blend in with the natural surroundings.  This parking area might only be opened 
on the days it is required, i.e. for Sunday sports competition during the winter season. 

 An overflow parking area is also shown to the south of the West Oval along the Aberdare 
Road boundary, which could potentially yield 40 bays. It is proposed to be sealed bitumen. 

 
Entrances and Drop Off Points 

 A new entrance from Derby Road leading to a new parking area and multi-purpose 
community facility is shown.  This aim is to ease congestion that is currently an issue at the 
existing entrance from the north. 

 A drop off turning circle and new access path/ramp to RPS is shown at the end of Derby Rd 
entrance to replace the existing RPS access point on the east. 

 A new drop off turning circle at the end of the existing Onslow Rd entrance is shown on the 
concept plan.  This will help improve traffic flow during peak periods when many sports 
participants are arriving over a short period of time. 

 The new entrances and improved access and turning circles will also improve access for 
deliveries, maintenance and ambulances. 

 New entry signage is shown in four key locations around the perimeter of Rosalie Park to 
ensure the Park is adequately promoted and directions to key points in the reserve are easily 
identified. 

 
Tennis Courts 

 The north eastern most tennis court (court 9) is shown on the concept plan to be converted 
to a synthetic surface, as this court is significantly affected by shading from the very large 
tree directly to the north of it, making grass difficult to grow. 

 Refurbishment of the existing tennis pavilion. 
 
Playground and Exercise Equipment 

 A fenced playground is shown on the concept plan adjacent to the proposed multi-purpose 
community facility on the eastern side, in close proximity to where the multi-purpose area is 
indicated to be on the concept floor plan of the building.  This location will assist parents in 
entertaining their young children whilst they or the child’s siblings are participating in sport. 
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 An exercise station consisting of outdoor gym equipment on the eastern boundary side of 
Rosalie Park, at the midpoint of the reserve between the North and East Ovals.  It has access 
via the existing pathway and the proposed new exercise trail. This location is accessible and 
provides good passive surveillance. 

 
Barbeque/Picnic Facilities 

 Two barbeque/picnic facilities are indicated on the eastern side of the north oval.  This 
location provides tree shade, pathway and parking access.   

 
Synthetic Cricket Practice Nets, Three on Three Basketball Court, Netball Ring, Tennis Hitting Wall 

 The proposed development of additional parking on the north side of the West Oval as 
indicated on the concept plan would require the relocation of the existing synthetic practice 
wickets.   A new two wicket practise facility is indicated on the north western corner of the 
West Oval to ensure the community continues to have access to cricket net facilities.   

 A new three on three basketball court with netball pole is attached to the side of the new 
cricket practice net facility, providing an additional informal recreation feature at Rosalie 
Park that is popular amongst youth and adults. 

 A tennis hitting wall is proposed to form part of this informal area at the northern end of the 
basketball court. 

 
Sports Field Lighting 

 Sports field lighting is proposed across the entire reserve, with new lighting poles on the 
southern boundary of Rosalie Primary School providing lighting for the School oval to enable 
this area to be used for evening training. 

 The level of lighting across Rosalie Park is proposed to be upgraded to a consistent 100 lux, 
meeting Australian Standards for community level training and competition and for 
minimising lighting spill outside the reserve.   

 250 lux lighting is proposed for the main field in front of the multi use community pavilion to 
meet the competition requirements of high grade soccer, as well as lacrosse and touch 
football competition. 

 
 
 

11.2 Multi-Purpose Community Facility Pavilion 

The Concept sketch of the proposed multi purpose community facility pavilion can be seen as 
Appendix 3 to this report. It presents an indicative layout of the proposed facility. The key features 
of the facility are as follows: 
 
Large Divisible Social Area 

 A retractable acoustic wall allows the social area to function as 1 or 2 individual spaces.  This 
allows concurrent usage by the different sporting groups that use Rosalie Park at the same 
time.  It also has the ability to provide appropriate sized function spaces for clubs, corporate 
groups and the general community depending on their need. 

 The larger social area (approximately 270m2) is located with viewing directly to the south 
over the main competition field. 
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 The second smaller social area (approximately 100m2) is located to the eastern side of the 
large social area, also with views directly overlooking the main competition field.  These two 
areas provide the ability for two clubs to utilise social areas concurrently (i.e. soccer and 
junior football on Sundays or lacrosse and soccer on Tuesday and Thursday training nights). 

 This configuration flexibility will also allow a club to enjoy a post-match gathering whilst a 
function can be held in adjoining function area generating income. 

 
Large Shared Kitchen, Individual Kiosks 

 A large kitchen is shown on the plans to allow for catering of large functions and providing 
sufficient space for groups to use the kitchen at the same time. 

 Two small separate kiosks are shown, one for western playing field participants and the 
other for the eastern / northern sporting fields.  These separate kiosks will provide the 
ability for independent club income generation as is currently the situation. 

  
Meeting and Administration Areas 

 There are 2 Sports Offices indicated that will provide administration space for a shared office 
arrangement for clubs to run their clubs, providing areas for work stations, lockable cabinets 
for club information storage. 

 A multipurpose room of 50m2 is designed for use by community groups and has close 
proximity to a fenced children’s playground area providing ideal location for groups such as 
parents (e.g. mothers) groups and opportunities for businesses that require suitable areas 
for children to be occupied or participants with siblings etc. 

 A smaller meeting room of 25m2 that provides for community groups that may require 
suitable meeting space perhaps with supporting audio visual capabilities. Sporting clubs may 
also choose to use this area for purposes such as team selections and board meetings. 

 There is provision for an RSA Manager’s office. This would allow security and separation for 
the conduct of business operations if a Sporting Association model of management is 
implemented. 

 An ancillary room provides a flexible space for activities such as a further office area or 
secure storage or match officials. 

 
First Aid Room 

 A first aid room is located on the south eastern corner of the building. This position will 
provide access to ambulance or car pick up via close proximity to the service road. 

 
Public Toilets 

 There are two sets of internal public toilets shown on the floor plan, located so that both 
function spaces have independent access to toilets so as to limit any interference between 
functions. 

 A set of externally accessible public toilets are shown on the north eastern corner of the 
building. 
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Storage 

 The existing new storage facility (constructed 2014) is proposed to be retained and continue 
to be used by the touch, soccer, lacrosse and junior football clubs as well as the City’s Parks 
equipment needs. 

 Function storage space for table/chairs are located off both the function and social areas. 

 4 small internal storage spaces are also indicated on the concept plan for use by regular 
community group hirers of the facility for items that need secure internal storage. 

 
Changerooms 

 There are 4 sets of unisex home and away team changerooms shown on the concept plan 
for use by the active reserve user groups.  These provide a significant improvement on the 
existing changerooms as each room has its own toilets and showers so that teams are able 
to remain separated from the opposition and the general public. 

 One set of changerooms is specified to community senior AFL requirements (62.5m2 each), 
as AFL has the largest change room requirements due to having the highest number of 
players per team compared to other sports.  This will ensure that there is at least one set of 
changerooms that can cater for all sports including high level soccer and lacrosse games 
where there tends to be additional coaching and support staff (i.e. physios) also present in 
the rooms. 

 Change room sets 2, 3 and 4 are smaller (37.5m2 each) and are suitable for the majority of 
community sports. 

 Umpire changerooms consisting of male and female options are also provided and can cater 
for all officials operating at Rosalie Park at any time. 

 
Spectator Shelter and Seating 

 The location of the proposed new multi-purpose community facility pavilion on the current 
East Pavilion site means it will have excellent elevated viewing over the East and West Ovals.  
The embankment that exists now is simply turfed, and can become muddy and slippery 
when wet and has limited veranda cover from the elements.  It is proposed to create tiered 
seating along the length of the embankment that can cater for the many spectators present 
on weekends and for various carnivals and tournaments that are held at Rosalie Park 
throughout the year.  

 It is also proposed to run a section of shelter along the top embankment so that spectators 
viewing the north, east and west ovals have some protection from the sun and rain.  The 
depiction of the shelter is indicative only.  The detailed design stage will need to consider 
factors such as the aim of retaining as many trees as possible and working with the 
embankment slope to minimise earthworks.   

 It is proposed to provide undercover spectator seating on the western side of the tennis 
courts. This will provide shaded shelter from the afternoon sun and side on viewing of the 
tennis courts for spectators. 
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12 FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The following is a financial analysis of the costs associated with the redevelopment of Rosalie Park as 
proposed in Appendices 2 and 3 of this report. 
 

12.1 Construction Cost Estimates 

Cost Estimates of Master Plan site works and buildings have been provided by Ralph Beattie 
Bosworth Quantity Surveyors, a summary follows: 
 
 
Buildings (including)        $10,602,000 

• Multi use Community Facility Pavilion  $8,172,000 
• Covered tiered seating    $1,530,000 
• Tennis facility refurbishment   $   450,000 

 
External (including)        $ 1,305,000 

• Cricket pitches, tennis ct, playground,  
 gym equip, lighting    $1,455,000 
 
External Works         $ 5,029,500 
Roads, paths, landscaping, services   $1,804,500 
 
Contingencies, Professional fees      $ 6,279,000 
 
TOTAL ESTIMATE        $23,215,000 
 
 

12.2 Life Cycle Costs 

This Master Plan provides an overview of developments and an order of magnitude of costs has 
been prepared on this relatively high level of potential works. As such this Life Cycle analysis 
considers the major components only and at the high level the cost estimates are based on.  

 
Multi-Purpose Community Facility Pavilion 

A new multi purpose community facility pavilion is proposed to replace the existing building in this 
Master Plan at a cost of $8,172,000.  It is expected to have a 50 year lifespan. 
 
Covered Tiered Seating Area 
 
A new covered tiered seating area is proposed at a cost of $1,530,000. Overall this facility has been 
estimated to have a 20 year lifespan. 
 
Lighting 
 
Lighting renewal has been costed at $640,000 (this does not consider the salvageable components of 
the existing lighting infrastructure). The life expectation is averaged at 15 years across all 
components. 
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Various – cricket pitches, gym equipment, tennis court & playground  
 
These components have been grouped and allocated an average life span of 10 years. The total cost 
has been estimated at $815,000. 
 

 

RPMP Summary Building Life Cycle Costs 

Area 

Replacement  

Value %  

(p.a.) 

Maintenance  

& Operations % 

(p.a.) 

Total % 

LCC 

(p.a.) 

LCC Annual  

$ allocation 

Multi-purpose 
pavilion 

2% 2% 4% $326,000 

Covered 
seating 

5% 2% 7% $107,100 

Lighting 6.5% 2% 8.5% $54,400 

Various 10% 2% 12% $97,800 

Total 
  

 $589,300 

 
This summary of building life cycle costs for the Rosalie Park Master Plan shows an estimated 
$590,000 life cycle cost per annum including full replacement costs and indicative maintenance and 
operational costs at today’s dollar value.  It can be used as a broad indicator of the financial impact 
these developments will have for the City of Subiaco on an annual basis over the long term. 

 

 

12.3 Staging Options 

The following details a proposed order of priorities for implementation of the Rosalie Park Master 
Plan.  This Plan is an interpretation of the stakeholders’ needs and is intended as a potential guide 
for the timing of developments.  Prioritisation is based on perceived highest needs and planning 
requiring undertaking prior to actual physical works.  The Master Plan is prioritised as follows: 
 
Short Term  0 – 3 years 
 
Medium Term   3 – 10 years 
 
Long Term  10+ years 
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Short Term 0-3 years 

 Progress OPTC pavilion upgrade plans 

 New entrance signage 

 Fitness Trail and outdoor gym area development 

 Investigate existing lighting capacity and height – i.e. current poles’ ability to handle extra 
light fittings to improve lighting for night play in interim between full upgrade (and what 
lighting infrastructure can be salvaged in an upgrade). 

 Assessment of Rosalie Park parking requirements in light of potential changes from QEII 
Medical Centre completion. (Consideration to implementation of timed parking restrictions). 

 Assess feasibility of hybrid turf playing surface (include full investigation of benefits and 
suitability for Rosalie Park and the Subiaco community). 

 Parking management and upgrade works subject to further detailed investigations by a 
parking and access specialist consultant. 

 
Medium Term  3-10 years 

 New cricket practice nets, three on three basketball, netball pole and hit up wall. Removal of 
turf practise wicket area and reinstatement of playing field grass. 

– To be conducted subsequent to parking upgrade design being finalised. 

– N.b.  The existing practice wicket block may have some value for sale or free removal 
if advertised within the cricket community. 

 Multi-use hybrid turf construction subject to detailed investigations. 

 Full lighting upgrade to Rosalie Park 

 New synthetic wicket 

 Commission architect to prepare detailed designs of a new multi purpose community facility 
pavilion that can be potentially constructed in two stages: Stage 1 - Changerooms and 
Toilets, Stage 2 - Social and Administration Facilities. 

 Construction of Stage 1 of new multi purpose community facility pavilion. 
 
Long Term  10+ years 

 Construction of Stage 2 of new multi purpose community facility pavilion 

– To occur when the need becomes apparent either due to poor condition of existing 
facilities or no longer meeting needs of the user groups and community. 

– Stage 2 design to be revisited and amended where required to meet the then 
current needs of the user groups and community and take into account any changes 
in relevant building standards or any other changes in circumstances that may have 
occurred. 
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13 MANAGEMENT 

The management of community facilities is integral to their success. The ability to maintain the asset 
in good condition throughout its life cycle, to ensure the facility is accessible to the widest range of 
users in the community and to support the effective and sustainable functioning of the regular user 
groups should be the management aims. The selected management model should be the most 
effective at achieving these aims for the built facility and the community.  
 

13.1 Current Management Arrangements 

The current management arrangements at Rosalie Park are as follows; 
 
The City is responsible for the playing field and surrounds maintenance. It also manages the casual 
hire of playing fields and pavilions. The City also manages the seasonal allocation of all playing fields 
other than tennis courts. 
 
The East pavilion is leased to the Rosalie Sporting Association (RSA) consisting of member bodies: 
Subiaco Amateur Football Club, Subiaco City Junior Football Club and the Rosalie Touch Association.  
 
Subiaco Junior Football Club and Subiaco Lacrosse Club have individual seasonal licenses for use of 
the current Western Pavilion. 
 
The Western Suburbs Cricket Club utilise playing fields under seasonal allocations. 
 
The Onslow Park Tennis Club lease the tennis courts and pavilion area. This lease is currently 
unsigned and the club is operating on a month by month basis. 
 
The RSA currently holds the liquor license for the existing East Pavilion. Following advice from the 
City of Subiaco’s lawyers the RSA has taken out its own insurance cover. The constitution has also 
been updated to reflect the current member bodies reflecting current membership. In light of a 
potential multi-purpose shared facility for user groups at Rosalie Park but with an unknown date of 
construction / implementation, the City is negotiating the final stages of a 5 year lease with a 5 year 
option for the RSA. (This is consistent with current leasing arrangements for community groups 
within the City). 
 
 

13.2 Alternative Arrangements 

ABV sought to find comparable examples of shared use sports pavilions that have multiple users of 
the facility during the same season in both summer and winter.  It is ABV’s experience that these 
types of facilities are the exception rather than the norm, and the research undertaken for this study 
further confirmed these views. 
 
Within this study ABV spoke to several large metropolitan councils including the City of Joondalup, 
City of Swan, City of Casey, City of Boroondara and the City of Melton as well as representatives of 
the Department of Sport and Recreation WA (DSR) and Sport and Recreation Victoria.  This research 
revealed a successful multi-user pavilion within the City of Joondalup – the Joondalup Sports 
Association (JSA) located in Iluka. 
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Joondalup Sports Association facilities, Iluka 
 
The JSA has four user groups: hockey, cricket, soccer and bowls.  Facilities include two ovals with turf 
wickets, four natural turf bowling greens and a large pavilion with function centre facilities. The 
pavilion features include: 

 Large function room available for hire - can accommodate 350 people and has a dance floor 
and an inbuilt sound system. 

 Smaller function room that can accommodate 100 people. 

 Two general purpose meeting rooms also available for hire. 

 Licenced bar. 

 Kitchen. 
 
The JSA is open for 90 hrs per week and is staffed with 1 full time manager, 2 part time staff and 8 
casual staff.  It operates as a successful function venue covering all operational expenses for the 
facility and returning profits to the four member clubs of around $100,000 p.a., divided evenly 
amongst the clubs (25% each) even though usage and therefore amount of drink and food consumed 
varies considerably amongst them.  The soccer club is a very large club of 800 junior members and 
100 seniors, whereas the other clubs are considerably smaller. 
 
The JSA is run as a business and has a very ‘tight’ constitution that is held as an example by DSR.  
Individual club usage times of the facilities are set and do not change much from year to year.  The 
clubs have priority use of the pavilion facilities however by evening time the facilities are generally 
always free for functions, with any remaining members situating themselves in the club bar area.   
 
The board of the JSA includes two representatives from each member club, with the presidency 
rotating through the clubs. 
 
There are no fees to the clubs for being part of the association or for hire of the facilities.   
 
City of Joondalup is happy with this arrangement and has recently assisted the JSA with an upgrade 
to the facility, however; a sports association/lease management arrangement is not one they are 
trying to or want to implement elsewhere, this arrangement was born from the initiative of the 
member groups who were able to put a convincing argument to Council.  The City advises that new 
shared use facilities that the City constructs will fall under City management.  
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The City of Joondalup notes that it has had a poor experience with a sports association previously, 
with the Warwick Sports Association being unable to cover its expenses and disbanding leaving the 
City to cover its debts.   
 
There are numerous examples of failed sporting associations with shared facilities around Australia. 
Perth specifically in the last 10 years has a number including, City of Armadale (Kelmscott), City of 
Canning (Willetton Sports Association – twice failing and requiring bail out, currently not operating), 
City of Swan etc. There are some still in operation such as Iluka however many report smaller user 
groups finding it a difficult model to survive in with increased overhead costs they contribute to that 
don’t cover their level of revenue generation from membership and social fundraising activities (e.g. 
City of Melville, Tompkins Park). 
 
Many of these failed operations have facilities that have not been adequately maintained through 
their lifespan and the groups have taken on large debts, often to the LGA in outstanding debts 
associated with self-supporting loans.  
 
This risk to Local Government is that they are placing responsibility for a multi-million dollar asset in 
the hands of a volunteer organisation. A risk to sporting clubs is that they are taking responsibility 
for such a large operation and may not have the skill base to make it successful. There is no doubting 
that a sporting association driven by sports clubs can deliver a range of services far more cost 
effectively than a Local Government Authority however, the asset remains the property and ultimate 
responsibility of the LGA and the community at large, therefore it requires responsible asset 
management and maintenance practices to be implemented and managed from establishment. 
 
Sporting clubs are subject to cyclical variances in numbers. This can negatively affect income 
generation and needs to be factored into arrangements with LGAs. 
 
Function centres are businesses and also can be subject to variances such as economic downturns, 
underperforming management staff, ageing facilities losing appeal to the market, and competitors 
opening within market catchments. These are commercial realities and contingencies must be made 
to accommodate such in any management arrangement. Tompkins Park Sporting Association report 
income variations of up to 25% year on year, indicating how in-exact and unpredictable managing 
such a facility can be. 
 

13.3 Preferred Management Arrangements 

A critical influence for a preferred management model is the actual built facility and its commercial 
/community features.  
 
The City will need to determine the level of risk it is prepared to then pass onto the sporting clubs 
which will also influence the nature of a management model. It should also determine what level of 
responsibility for the asset and expectation levels of community access it has. 
 
Once these factors are established, negotiations with all sporting groups that will utilise the facility 
will need to be undertaken to establish their appetite and ability for involvement to take on risks 
associated with commercial aspects of an Association managing the proposed facility.   Once that is 
established a potential operating model could be determined and financial modelling of such be 
undertaken. This will indicate what potential financial arrangements and incentives can be 
established. 
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It would appear that the City of Joondalup Iluka management model has merit and should be 
investigated in detail if a sporting association model is pursued. Feedback from sporting 
organisations within this study has generally been negative with regards to a sporting association 
model arrangement with the primary concern being the financial costs to small clubs outweighing 
any likely gains. This can only be overcome through vigorous financial modelling that is possibly 
independent and involves the clubs intimately. 
 
The proposed facility within this Master Plan provides the potential for a Sporting Association to 
manage the facility operations such as liquor license, functions management, bookings, facility 
management and maintenance whilst allowing clubs to operate their clubs autonomously under a 
shared roof. Clubs could run their own club functions and manage their clubs separate to the 
Sporting Association which may be made up of the member clubs with its own separate constitution 
and responsibility levels clearly established.  
 
Ideally the income from functions and hiring would cover facility maintenance and asset 
replacement, leaving clubs to benefit from their own club functions (i.e. running autonomous social 
events and kiosks). In theory this means they form an association to manage the functionality of the 
shared use buildings but manage their own clubs autonomously. 
 
  



 

    61 Rosalie Park Master Plan 

14 FUNDING AND GRANTS 

The City of Subiaco will most likely be responsible for the majority of funding for any of the 
developments proposed within this report.  This could occur via a number of methods including 
utilising financial reserves, general rates, loan borrowings or sale of assets.  
 
The primary external funding opportunity is from the State Government through the Community 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF) which is administered by the Department of Sport and 
Recreation.  Lotterywest is another major funding agency in Western Australia; however, it does not 
support sporting facility developments as these are already covered by the CSRFF program. 
 
No Federal Government funding opportunities have been identified that could lend significant 
support to these developments.  In relation to metropolitan LGA’s, the Federal Government does 
not tend to provide funding for areas that are typically well supported by the State Government. 
 

14.1 Department of Sport & Recreation 

14.1.1 Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF) 

CSRFF is administered by the Department of Sport and Recreation (DSR) and “aims to increase 
participation in sport and recreation with an emphasis on physical activity, through rational 
development of sustainable, good quality, well designed and well utilised facilities.” 
 
The State Government provides approximately $20 million annually (via CSRFF) for the development 
of quality sport and recreation facilities for the community.  This is the principal State Government 
grant for the development of sport and recreation infrastructure such as the developments 
proposed within the Rosalie Park Master Plan.   
 
There are three types of grants available: Small Grants, Annual Grants and Forward Planning Grants.   
 
Small Grants 

Grants of $2,500 - $50,000 are allocated to projects involving a basic level of planning. The total 
project cost for Small Grants must not exceed $150,000. Grants given in this category must be 
claimed in the financial year following the date of approval.  This type of grant could be used for 
small projects at Rosalie Park if they are to be constructed in isolation rather than as part of a major 
development, i.e. new cricket wicket and practice nets, exercise station, conversion of a tennis court 
to synthetic, and provision of some lighting to the School oval.  
 
Annual Grants 

Grants of $50,000 - $166,666 are allocated to projects with a planning and construction process that 
will be complete within 12 months.  The total project cost for Annual Grants is between $150,000 
and $500,000. Grants given in this category must be claimed in the financial year following the date 
of approval.   
 
Forward Planning Grants 

Grants of $166,667 up to $4.0 million will be allocated to the large scale projects where the total 
project cost exceeds $500,000 and may require an implementation period of between one and three 
years. Grants given in this category may be allocated in one or a combination of the years in the 
triennium.  This type of grant would be necessary for the larger infrastructure development projects 
including the proposed multi-purpose community facility pavilion.   
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In general, DSR focuses their funding towards facilities that directly impact on sports participation 
and do not fund items such as purchase of land, landscaping, car parks, access roads and other 
infrastructure costs. 
 
Development Bonus 

Some applications may be eligible for up to 50% funding of the total project cost.  Projects must 
meet one or more of the following criteria to be considered: 

 Location - Regional, remote or growth areas. 

 Co-location of sports and facilities. 

 Sustainability Initiatives - Water saving, energy reduction etc. 

 Increased Participation - New users, increased participation from existing users, special 
interest groups participation etc. 

 
DSR do not advise on the likelihood a project will have on achieving funding or the development 
bonus, however, it is essential that grant applicants discuss their projects with their local DSR office 
before applying to determine eligibility.    
 
The facility development proposals listed within this Master Plan fit many of the core CSRFF criteria 
including the principal aim of increasing participation in sport and recreation as well as improving 
sustainability through saving water and reducing duplication of facilities.   
 

14.2 Lotterywest 

Lotterywest is a West Australian Government Agency that supports not for profit community based 
organisations through the provision of grants for a wide range of initiatives. Every year Lotterywest 
gives out over 1,000 grants totalling in excess of $100 million.  10-20% of this is recreation related. 
 
Lotterywest has five broad grant areas being:  

1. Extending the capacity of not-for-profit organisations  

2. Strengthening community service delivery  

3. Enhancing community development initiatives  

4. Valuing Western Australian heritage  

5. Advancing participation in community life  
 
Lotterywest also has broad types of grants that may be requested under the five areas. These 
include: equipment, information technology, vehicles, service accommodation, community facilities, 
time limited projects and research.  
 
Relevant to the Rosalie Park Master Plan, Lotterywest supports non sporting community spaces such 
as playgrounds and nature play areas, barbeque/picnic facilities and trails.  It aims to support spaces 
that encourage people to enjoy community life.  The main criterion for funding is that the proposal 
encourages participation from people from all backgrounds and all abilities.  
 
Organisations are required to speak to a Lotterywest consultant prior to submitting a grant 
application. Provided the grant proposal is within the scope of Lotterywest’s funding objectives 
there is a high probability of it receiving some level of funding.  Further details are available at 
http://www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au/grants  
 

http://www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au/grants
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14.3 Rosalie Park Sporting Clubs 

Typically sporting clubs will contribute to enhanced facility developments that they utilise as home 
bases in the following ways; in-kind labour or specialist services able to be provided by club 
members or supporters, fundraising for specific purposes, self-supporting loans undertaken with the 
Local Government Authority and in some instances cash reserves. 
 
During the course of the development of this Master Plan, consultation with the clubs has 
understandably indicated a general support for facilities that will directly benefit the individual club 
concerned.  The financial positions of the clubs has not been researched but it is known that they 
possess a wide range of financial resources in this regard. 
 
Once a preferred direction of new facilities has been established by the City, the clubs would be in a 
better position to consider what they could contribute and the scale of contribution that could be 
made. 
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15 RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that the City of Subiaco: 
 
 

1. Receive the Rosalie Park Master Plan. 
 

2. Consider the infrastructure developments as listed within this report to meet the needs of the 
community & key stakeholders of Rosalie Park. 
 

3. Review the outcomes of the Master Plan on an annual basis to take into account any 
changes in demographic, financial, social and environmental areas impacting on the 
community & key stakeholders. 
 

4. Engage a suitable consultant to undertake a detailed parking management plan to 
recommend short and long term management strategies for Rosalie Park and surrounding 
areas, considering any developments planned from the RPMP. 
 

5. Conduct a feasibility study on hybrid turf surface options to meet Subiaco sporting 
participants future playing field capacity needs balanced with the community’s desire for 
open contiguous parklands. 
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16 APPENDICES 

Appendix 1. Rosalie Park Master Plan Working Group Participants and Terms of Reference 
 
Appendix 2. Rosalie Park Master Concept Site Plan  
 
Appendix 3. Rosalie Park Master Plan Pavilion Concept Plan 
 
 


