
   

 

Walk the Yorke 
Leisure Trail Concept Plan 
 
 
 
 
 

Draft Report 
December 2009 
 
 
 

Rural Solutions SA 
 
 

©2009, COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE RURAL SOLUTIONS SA Environmental Consultants 



 2 

 Contents 

Introduction          3 
 
Natural History         4 
   
Interpretive Opportunities       8 
 
Target User Groups        11 
 
Trail Route          12 
   
Trail audit           25 
 
Community consultation       27 
 
Management considerations      31 
 
Environmental considerations      32 
 
Costings           34 
 
Moving forward         37 
 
Appendix          38 
 
 
 

©2009, COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE RURAL SOLUTIONS SA Environmental Consultants 



 3 

 

Concept Plan Objectives 
 
The objectives of this concept plan are to: 
 

• Identify the preferred leisure trail location and user groups, 

• Provide background about the environment within which the trail will be sited, 

• Highlight leisure trail management considerations, 

• Identify educational and interpretive opportunities along the trail, 

• Provide specifications and indicative costings for leisure trail tread construction, 

• Provide infrastructure suggestions, 

• Identify appropriate locations for camp sites, 

• Identify economic opportunities presented by the leisure trail. 
 

 
 
Sustainability of Trail 

 
It is fundamentally important that recreational trails are socially, economically and environmen-

tally sustainable 
(Trails SA Sustainable Recreational Trails). 

 

Much of the remnant native vegetation on Yorke Peninsula is located along the coastline, therefore effort 
has been made during the design and location of the leisure trail to protect what vegetation remains and 
to identify opportunities to reduce the multiple number of informal tracks, therefore keeping visitors to one 
designated area. This opens up opportunities to restore vegetation to those informal tracks identified for 
closure and increase the overall biodiversity of the region. 
 
An increasing body of evidence highlights the economic benefits that well developed trails can bring to 
the community/region through increased tourism.  It is also recognised that the development of recrea-
tional trails need to take into account the sensitivities and desires of the local community. Therefore an 
important part of our design process was to include consultation with local communities identifying their 
thoughts, issues and concerns. 
 
Ideally, trails need to be in proximity to natural tourist attractions and have facilities that support the use 
of the trail such as toilets, accommodation options, food outlets, proximity to transportation, and have 
linkages with a wider trails network, and access for emergency vehicles.  
 
This presents a significant challenge for the Walk the Yorke leisure trail in its early days, but many of the 
regional economic opportunities relate directly to the provision of the accessibility determinants described 
above.  In discussions with The District Council of Yorke Peninsula, it is our understanding they will help 
coordinate the provision of these services, and it is anticipated that members of the community will in-
creasingly look to provide services such as horse agistment, bike hire, accommodation, transport, sup-
plies/equipment etc.   

Introduction 

Map of Yorke Peninsula showing the proposed trail  
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Concept 
 

Currently there are approximately 60 km of coastal trails constructed and signposted on the Yorke Penin-
sula.  Opportunity exists to link these trails and form one continuous leisure trail that circumnavigates the 
peninsula. The “Walk the Yorke” concept is a 500 km continuous coastal trail around Yorke Peninsula, 
South Australia, and has the potential to become an “iconic” South Australian tourism experience; and  
• Attract visitors, 
• Generate significant economic benefits to the region, 
• Make a significant contribution to the lifestyle, health and social well being of South Australians, 
• Increase recreational opportunities. 
 
Further, managing one trail will be more strategic than a number of unrelated, disconnected trails, some 
of which are informal and poorly located. 
 
The underlying principles guiding the development of the Walk the Yorke concept are: 

• Consultation with interested parties, 

• Ensuring public safety, 

• Providing a variety of opportunities for the mobility impaired, 

• Minimising establishment costs, 

• Minimising maintenance requirements, 

• Using recycled materials where practicable, 

• Weighted toward minimising impact on the environment. 
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Assets 
The coastal, estuarine and marine resource asset is the basis of many of the peninsula’s industries, in-
cluding fishing and tourism.  The intention is to showcase these assets along the leisure trail and pro-
mote coastal conservation through education and exposure to the public.   
 
The costal environment surrounding Yorke Peninsula is summarised in figure 1 (following page). 
 
The Government of South Australia has developed a framework for marine planning (Department for En-
vironment and Heritage 2006) by which the marine environments of the state are divided into six Marine 
Planning Areas, which are in turn divided into Biounits.  The Yorke Peninsula overlaps with parts of three 
of these areas: 
 

• Gulf St Vincent, 

• Spencer Gulf, 

• Lower Spencer Gulf. 
 

Plans are being developed for each of the areas (see figure 2 following page).  It is proposed that some 
of the interpretive signage along the leisure trail be designed to highlight the natural, cultural and histori-
cal assets that have been identified within each of the Biounits that contact the coast of Yorke Peninsula.  
The benefits of such an approach include: 
 

• Logical demarcation of coastal, estuarine and marine features of interest, 

• Highlighting the coastal, estuarine and marine features of interest identified within each Biounit, 

• Assisting the Government of South Australia and the Northern and Yorke NRM Board to raise public 
awareness of the new marine planning system, 

• Potentially assist the achievement of planning goals that are currently being set for each Biounit, 

• Increase the likelihood of funding from the Government of South Australia and Northern and Yorke 
NRM Board for aspects of the leisure trail that relate directly to the management and development of the 
Biounits. 
 

The Biounits are: 
 
1. Clinton Biounit (Port Wakefield to Ardrossan) 
2. Orontes Biounit (Ardrossan to Troubridge Hill) 
3. Sturt Biounit (Troubridge Hill to West Cape) 
4. Pondalowie Biounit (West Cape to Corney Point) 
5. Wardang Biounit (Corney Point to island Point) 
6. Tiparra Biounit (Island Point to Point Riley)  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Natural History 
Interpretative  opportunities 

Yorke Peninsula Environment 
 
 
The coastal leisure trail presents an opportunity to educate users about the natural history of the re-
gion.  Publications such as “Native Vegetation of the Northern & Yorke Region” (Berkinshaw 2006) 
will prove useful when gathering information about the flora and fauna of the coast for incorporation 
into educational material including signs. 
 
The following section summarises certain aspects of the Yorke Peninsula coastal environment.   
 

Climate 
Yorke Peninsula has a climate of mild winters and hot summers.  Rain falls predominantly in the win-
ter months, but conditions vary over the peninsula with differences in latitude and altitude (see appen-
dix 1 for summary of temperature and rainfall).  Spring and autumn will generally provide the best 
weather for users to enjoy the Walk the Yorke leisure trail.   

 
Land types 
Yorke Peninsula is a gently undulating plain with a central rise and low hills.  Soils are largely loam 
over clay, shallow calcrete or calcareous loams with some areas of dune-fields and saline land (see 
appendix 2 for summary of land types).   

 
Erosion 
Wind and water erosion of soil has been identified as an issue in some areas of Yorke Peninsula.  
The erosion and deposition of coastal soils by oceans, wind and rainfall is a part of the natural dynam-
ics of coastal systems, but excessive erosion brought on by human disturbance can disrupt these sys-
tems.  The deep sandy soils of much of the peninsula’s coastline are highly susceptible to wind ero-
sion when they are exposed or disturbed.  Every effort will be made during the planning and construc-
tion of the Walk the Yorke leisure trail to minimise soil erosion and limit exacerbation of existing soil 
erosion.  More information about soil erosion on Yorke Peninsula can be found in the Northern and 
Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report, 2008. 
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Figure 1. Coastal habitat surrounding Yorke Peninsula 
 
(Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Estuaries Information Package) 

Figure 2. Marine bioregions of Yorke Peninsula 
 
(Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report 2008) 

Natural History 

©2009, COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE RURAL SOLUTIONS SA Environmental Consultants 



 6 

 

 

• Alyxia buxifolia (Shrublands) 
• Co-occurs with Acrotriche patula, Lagurus ovatus, Rhagodia candolleana ssp. Candolleana 
• This community has a high degree of endemism with 14 sites located along the NY coast 

principally on consolidated dunes at the bottom of Yorke Peninsula. 
• Example – Point Margaret, Formby Bay. 

• Leucopogon parviflorus (Shrublands) 
• Located on cliffs and dunefields along the eastern part of the SA coastline.  This community 

has a high degree of rarity in SA and only 1 site has been recorded on the Yorke Peninsula 
near Stenhouse Bay in Innes National park. 

• Nitraria billardierei (Shrublands) 
• This community has a high degree of endemism with 13 sites recorded on the NY coast 

mainly on frontal dunes and beach ridges subject to occasional seawater inundation during 
storm events. 

• Example – Corny Point. 
• Olearia axillaris / Lycium ferocissimum (Shrublands) 

• Located on cliffs and dunefields along the central part of the coastline.  This plant community 
has a degree of endemism with 7 sites on the NY coast on dunes and beach ridges mainly 
on the foot of Yorke Peninsula. 

• Example – Coastal dunes 6 km north of Port Victoria. 
• Olearia axilllaris / Rhagodia candolleana ssp. Candolleana (Shrublands) 

• Located along the coastline predominantly on dunefields.  The plant community has a high 
degree of endemism with 49 sites recorded in NY predominantly on dunes but also beach 
ridges on moderate and low wave energy coasts.  Occurs predominantly on the west coast of 
Yorke Peninsula. 

 
Figure 3 (following page) shows the location of threatened plant communities on Yorke Peninsula, and 
figure 4 (following page) shows the locations of threatened plant species (Northern and Yorke Regional 
NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report 2008). 
 
The Walk the Yorke leisure trail has been sited so as not to conflict with the management objectives as-
sociated with the conservation issues described above.   

 

Ecological communities 
Containing a diverse range of landforms across a range of rainfalls, the Yorke Peninsula contains a 
range of different ecological communities.  Ecological communities are predominantly defined by vegeta-
tion composition and occasionally landforms.  As vegetation communities are in part dictated by soil type, 
clearance for agriculture has led to the preferential clearance of certain ecological communities, resulting 
in a loss of diversity of communities (Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Re-
gion Report 2008). 
 
Remnant native vegetation 
Remnants of original vegetation within the region are a key biodiversity asset because they contain most 
of the remaining plant species and provide habitat to many fauna.  Larger and intact remnants are able to 
support more ecosystems and species, and include a greater degree of genetic diversity than smaller or 
degraded remnants (Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report 
2008).  
 
Extent of remnant native vegetation 
Remnant native vegetation in the Northern and Yorke region has been preferentially cleared, with 94% 
remaining in the pastoral zone and 26% remaining in agricultural areas.  Some districts have been exten-
sively cleared, with several hundreds having less than 5% native vegetation remaining (data supplied by 
Department for Environment and Heritage 2007).  The total vegetation remaining across the whole re-
gion is mapped at 161,000 ha, although the extent of native grasslands has been poorly mapped and 
there may be many thousands of hectares still remaining (data supplied by Department for Environment 
and Heritage 2007).  In the agricultural parts of the region, most of the remnant vegetation is confined to 
unarable ridgelines and the coastal strip. 
 
Threatened ecological communities 
Some of the dominant vegetation communities on the Yorke Peninsula that show a high degree of en-
demism and also a degree of rarity for South Australia are listed below (Conservation Assessment of the 
Northern and Yorke Coast 2007): 
 

• Gahnia lanigera / Lepidosperma congestum (Low sedgelands) 
• Within the Northern and Yorke (NY) area it is confined to the Southern Yorke Peninsula coast 

and displays a high degree of endemism.  Both sedges have limited occurrence in NY be-
cause of clearance (approximately 215 ha for the whole of NY). 

• Example – 4km north east of Daly Head 
• Juncus kraussii (Sedgeland) 

• Located predominantly in the South east of SA.  It has a high degree of rarity in SA.  Isolepis 
nodosa co-occurs with J. kraussii as a sub-dominant species. 

• Example – Near Cape Elizabeth in dunes probably in a seasonally wet area at the rear of the 
dunes. 

• Lepidosperma gladiatum 
• This community has a high degree of endemism with five sites recorded on the Yorke Penin-

sula coast in dunes along Marion and Foul Bay. 

Natural History 
Terrestrial Biodiversity 
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Figure 3. Threatened plant communities on Yorke Peninsula 
 
(Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report 2008) 

Figure 4. Threatened plant species on Yorke Peninsula 
 
(Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report 2008) 

Natural History 
Plant communities 
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Interpretive Opportunities of Leisure Trail 
 
The Walk the Yorke leisure trail provides an exciting opportunity to present educational and interpretive 
material that relates to the Indigenous history, European history and natural history of the peninsula.  The 
following section includes examples of the types of information that could be presented, in a variety of 
forms, along the trail. 

 
Indigenous History 
On Yorke Peninsula, the Adjahdura people had, for many thousands of years, occupied the land from 
what is now Port Broughton and The Hummocks near Port Wakefield in the north to Cape Spencer in the 
South.  Surrounded on three sides by water, the Adjahdura led a peaceful existence in hunting, fishing 
and gathering a wide variety of foods as they moved between campsites which dotted the peninsula 
(Wanganeen 1987).   
 
In the 1830’s, the Adjahdura people first came into contact with Europeans (white sealers), followed by 
shepherds.  Water was relatively scarce on the peninsula and soon became the object of conflict.  By the 
1850’s, Europeans had encroached on most of the peninsula usurping Aboriginal lands and causing dis-
integration of culture.  A mission at Point Pearce was set up in 1868 and the remaining Adjahdura people 
were sent there and became prisoners in their own land (Wanganeen 1987).   
 
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, missions from other areas in South Australia were closed down by 
government and Aboriginal people from other clan groups were moved to Point Pearce to live with the 
traditional owners of the area. This caused many problems that are still evident today. 
 
From this time, the word Narrunga - which means campsite - was used to describe the Aboriginal people 
who lived at Point Pearce.  Today, the direct descendants of the traditional owners, who live on the land, 
still see themselves as Adjahdura people. 
 
Most evidence of Aboriginal occupation is found in the sand dunes along the west coast of the Peninsula.  
Some of the most important areas are in the Cape Elizabeth / Tiparra Springs dunes and in the dunes 
north of Moonta Bay.  Other west coast areas where evidence is known to exist are in the dunes be-
tween Port Hughes and Cape Elizabeth and in those south of Port Victoria.  Other known areas are at 
Point Yorke on the South Coast and at Black Point and Tiddy Widdy on the east coast. 
 
 

 
 
The Narrunga legends that have survived explain features of the environment.  The following is an exam-
ple of a Narrunga legend that might be displayed along the Yorke Peninsula leisure trail: 
 
 
Willy Way Tail, Chintrin, and Robin Red Breast. A Narrunga myth as told by Mrs Eileen Jovic 
(Wanganeen 1987). 
 
Long, long ago in the days when birds and animals were still men and women there arose an argument 
between Robin Red Breast and Willy Wag Tail called Chintrin by our people. 
 
Robin Red Breast was a very cocky fellow who was always bragging about what he could do.  One day 
Willy Wag Tail challenged Robin Red Breast to a fight.  So they got their spears and the fight began.  
Willy Wag Tail dodged this way and that way to avoid the spears of Robin Red Breast until, finally, he ran 
out of spears to throw. 
 
Then, Willy Wag Tail ‘up’ with his spear and stabbed Robin Red Breast in the chest.  To this day, the 
Robin Red Breast has a red breast and the Willy Wag Tail never stands still because he is still trying to 
dodge the spears of Robin Red Breast. 
 
Adjahdura elders (e.g. Irene Agius and Elaine Newchurch) are logical points of contact to research the 
history and culture of Aboriginal settlement on Yorke Peninsula and discuss appropriate material to be 
used for educational purposes along the trail.  
 
The following website may provide further useful information about Yorke Peninsula’s indigenous history: 
http://www.southaustralia.com/YorkePeninsulaIndigenousHistory.aspx  

Interpretive Opportunities 
Adjahdura History 
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Early discoverers 
Gulf St Vincent was discovered in March 1802 after Flinders discovered the Yorke Peninsula when he 
sailed down the western side of it after turning back from the head of Spencer Gulf.  Flinders named 
Spencer Gulf after Earl Spencer, Yorke Peninsula after Charles Philip Yorke, and Gulf St Vincent after 
Earl St Vincent.  All three men were at some stage acting as the First Lord of the Admiralty. 
 
Following Flinders, sealers, whalers and land speculators soon settled the coastal areas of the Gulfs. 
 

Early settlers 
The settlement of Yorke Peninsula by Europeans is filled with colourful stories and sites that could pro-
vide interest and education along the Yorke Peninsula leisure trail.   
 
For example: 
 
Pastoral development began on Yorke Peninsula in 1846, with the first leases given in 1851. The leases 
had a term of 14 years which gave security to many of the squatter's and rent was set at 10 shillings a 
square mile.  It wasn't until 1860, when a successful wheat crop was grown at Green Plains near Kadina 
that an explosion of interest in agriculture began. Many workers from the Adelaide Plains, Barossa Valley 
and the Southern Districts came to try their luck on Yorke Peninsula. Agricultural success was evident 
when production rose from 552 acres planted and reaped in 1870 to 180,000 acres by 1884. 
 
The experimentation of using superphosphate from trials by Professor Lowrie at Roseworthy College, 
saw Joe Parsons from Curramulka drill seeds and phosphate together in the same hole in 1892. By 1896 
other farmers in the area had followed his lead and they were averaging 4.5 to 5 bushells while the rest 
of the peninsula averaged only two bushells. 
 
The rich limestone soils and growth in agricultural knowledge from clearing the land to sowing seeds pro-
duced bumper crops and the Yorke Peninsula soon became known as the 'Barley Capital of the World'. 
 
As a direct consequence of Yorke Peninsula's agricultural success, Ardrossan now has the third largest 
grain bulk-handling facility in South Australia. 
 
The ingenuity of early settlers was evident when in 1876 the 'stump jump plough' was invented to circum-
vent the laborious task of clearing mallee stumps from farmland. Invented by RB and Clarence Smith, the 
plough helped revolutionise the task of reducing the despised mallee scrub.  This was also assisted by 
knocking down and burning the growth of the mallee trees discovered by Charles Mullens at Wasleys, 
and the improvement of scrub rollers by William Fowler which allowed a team to travel over already 
rolled scrub. Ardrossan is known as the home of the stump jump plough and the ingenuity of the Smith 
Brothers is remembered and showcased at the local museum. 

The following references will prove useful when developing educational material that relates to the his-
tory of European settlement (Adelaide College of Advanced Education 1977, Barclay et al 1982, Jones 
1994, Payton 1978). 
 
The following organisations may be able to provide assistance when compiling the European history:  

• Central Yorke Peninsula National Trust - PO Box 106, Maitland SA 5573 

• Maitland Auto Preservation Society Inc - 1 Elizabeth Street, Maitland SA 5573 

• Minlaton National Trust - PO Box 120, Minlaton SA 5575 

• Southern Yorke Peninsula Restoration Association Inc. - Ph: 8852 1688 

• Yorketown Historical Society - PO Box 61, Yorketown SA 5576 
 

Rail History 

In March 2009 the Lions Club of Yorke Peninsula Rail stopped running a tourist train from Wallaroo and 
Kadina to Bute because the line had buckled in the heat.  The Lions Club is set to discontinue and will no 
longer be running the train1. 
 
Mr Dean Klindger was the last station master at Wallaroo Station up until 1988 and represents the logical 
point of contact to further research the history of the Yorke Peninsula rail line for inclusion as educational 
material along the leisure trail (rail trail section).  Mr Klindger was the last station master at Wallaroo Sta-
tion up until 1988.  He was responsible for passengers and freight on both the Kadina, Bute, Snowtown 
line and Kadina, Paskeville, Pt Wakefield line.  Mr Klindger currently lives in Wallaroo.  Mayor Paul Tho-
mas of the District Council of the Copper Coast may also be able to assist with the development of rail 
history educational material as the Mayor was also the first President of the Lions Club of Yorke Penin-
sula Rail that began in 19911. 
 
The following is an extract of rail history taken sourced from the Lions Club of Yorke Peninsula Rail web-
site: (http://www.ypr.org.au/index.php). 
 
Before any mining or industrial development occurred in the District of Wallaroo Mines, sheep grazing 
was conducted in the heavily timbered area by several graziers. Walter Watson Hughes ran a sheep sta-
tion called Wadlu Waru (a shorter derivation, 'Wallaroo' was created to fit onto the wool bales of the time) 
where, in 1859 shepherds found evidence of copper ore that had been uncovered by a wombat while 
burrowing. Recognizing the significance of the ore, W.W. Hughes pegged out a claim, took out a mining 
lease, and commenced mining. Because of the quality and the quantity of the ore, rapid growth took 
place. A shipping port and smelting works were developed at Wallaroo Bay on Spencer Gulf, some 5 
miles (8 Km) away from the mine.  
 
 
 
1Mr Brian Reay (President of the Lions Club of Yorke Peninsula Rail). 

Interpretive Opportunities 
Colonial History 
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A new station was built near the Wallaroo Post Office, replacing the Junction Station. This was brought 
about by passengers complaining of the poor conditions and lack of shelter at the Old Top (Junction) 
Station. This was the site used during the original horse tram days. Eventually another station was built 
in John Terrace due to the increase in passenger and parcel traffic. This fourth station and platform, 
which was built and opened in 1913-14, was used until the cessation of traffic in 1990. The building is 
now used as offices and a public library, while the platform is used by the Society for the tourist train.  
 
A narrow gauge system operated until the year 1927 when the entire Western Division (as it was known) 
was converted to broad guage. There was a transition period of double gauges and photographs exist of 
both narrow gauge and broad guage trains at the Wallaroo platform from that time. Evidence still exists 
of the old narrow guage tracks on the existing tracks with dog spikes in position at various points along 
the line. It is interesting to note that Wallaroo Jetty was built at the same time as the conversion to cater 
for the much heavier locomotives and rolling stock introduced. It was built and paid for as part of the rail-
way construction. 
 
The following websites may provide further information about South Australia’s rail history: 
 

• RailPage.com.au - railway forums. 

• RailPage.org.au - collected information on Australian railways. 

• Irrsa.org.au  -  The Light Railway Research Society of Australia - a society interested in the history of 
narrow gauge and industrial railways. 
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At first, Oxen drays transported the copper ore through thick scrub; a slow and tiring task. In the year 
1862, an entrepreneur by the name of Mr. Gouge had a horse drawn tramway constructed which ran on 
broad gauge (5' 3" - 1600mm). This simplified the carrying of ore and other goods to the coast for the 
mines and the miners. A feature of the tramway was the downhill section, which was about 4 miles (6.5 
Km) inland. After uncoupling the horses, the trucks free wheeled down the slope while the guard rode the 
brake to the Smelter. The horses of course, would haul the trucks back up the slope and on to the mines.  
 
Mr Gouge then introduced an omnibus, - not a tramcar it seems, - called the Magnet. It was an ex Ade-
laide-Glenelg tramway vehicle. He also extended the line to the newly developed town of Kadina, one 
mile (1.6 Km) further east.  
 
Later that same year (1862) a company called Kadina and Wallaroo Railway and Pier Company was 
formed. They bought out Mr. Gouge and carried on operating the tramway. The business was very profit-
able with a 10% dividend generally paid to the shareholders.  
 
An extension to the newly opened copper mines at Moonta was made to the tramway in 1866. As there 
was no bulk handling in those days, the ore was transported in bags and sacks. General goods were 
taken to the mines from the port at Wallaroo and with the introduction of buses, passengers were also 
able to travel the line.  
 
Wallaroo boasted two tram (rail) stations by this time, named Top or Junction, and Bottom (Very inven-
tive). Junction was a passenger station, at a site about where Ryan Street and Hughes Street now meet. 
The curve in Ryan Street followed the tram track. Bottom Station was in the jetty smelter area where 
goods from the sailing ships were handled. A substantial stone building was constructed by the company 
for the manager and staff in the jetty area, which was used for railway activities for some 130 years. The 
same building is now a fine fish restaurant.  
 
An advertisement, in the year 1875, informed passengers that fares to Kadina were one shilling single 
and one shilling and sixpence return, with four trips running daily. The service connected with a similar 
service to and from Moonta, thus providing a passenger link from Moonta, Moonta Mines, Yelta, Walla-
roo and Wallaroo Mines to Kadina, where connection was made with a stage coach for the trip to the 
capital city (Adelaide).  
 
Some 15 years later, (1877) the South Australian Government legislated to purchase the tram company. 
A new narrow gauge (3' 6" - 1066mm) track was constructed alongside the tram track, capable of carry-
ing steam locomotives. This track was connected to another new narrow gauge track from Port Wake-
field via Paskeville, thus making a rail connection to Adelaide. 
 
It is reported that a sum of £98,543 was paid for the Kadina and Wallaroo Railway and Pier Company, 
lock stock and barrel, together with all employees. New trams, not buses were introduced into the sys-
tem.  

Interpretive Opportunities 
Colonial History 
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The Walk the Yorke leisure trail has the potential to be used by a wide variety of 
different groups such as families, mountain bikes, serious hikers, horses etc. 
 
Given the underlying principle of having minimal impact on the environment, it will 
be possible to walk the entire trail and ride some sections of the trail where appro-
priate. Sections of trail that are deemed unsuitable for riding will be clearly marked 
as walking only and riders will be directed along an alternate route. 
 
 
 
 
 
Shared use opportunities – disused Rail Corridor 
 
A section of the trail from Port Wakefield to Wallaroo has the opportunity to include 
a disused rail line which passes through an agricultural landscape.  It is proposed 
that this section be open to walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  Appropriate design 
and careful management of the trail by Councils should minimise conflict between 
the different user groups. 
 
 
 
 
Shared use trails have the following advantages for user groups and land manag-
ers alike: 
 
• Shared use trails can best accommodate the needs of the most users, 
• Sharing trails helps build a trail community by increasing the need for all us-

ers to cooperate to preserve and protect a common resource, 
• Shared trails are the most cost effective for land managers, because single 

user trails increase the demands for the construction of additional trails to 
serve other single user groups, 

• Shared trails enable responsible, experienced users to educate ”outlaws” and 
novices. 

Different Target user groups 
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Background 
Railtrails Australia defines a rail trail as a trail that closely follows (preferably on) the formation of a former 
railway line or runs beside an active railway for the majority of its length.  All rail trails are gently graded 
and have a history.  Rail trails are popular because they are: 
 

• A family friendly, car free facility for people to walk or ride bicycles, 

• A great asset for visitors to come and enjoy touring the area, 

• A pleasant experience even in hilly country because trains, like walkers and cyclists, generally don’t 
like steep gradients, 

• A long continuous natural heritage corridor, 

• A lasting and usable monument to the pioneers of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
 

Numerous towns in the eastern states are seeing an increase in demand for accommodation with trail 
visitors wanting accommodation ranging from camping to luxury B&Bs.  Some businesses in towns are 
also beginning to cater in other ways such as offering bicycle hire and even pick-up services for those 
that only want to go one way. One of the most established and promotion oriented trails, the Murray to the 
Mountains connecting Wangaratta, Beechworth and Bright, is offering complete visitor packages 
(Railtrails Australia).  Within Australia, there are a growing number of rail trails (table 1).   
 
 
 

 
Top of Yorke Peninsula 
Port Wakefield to Wallaroo 
 
 
 
It is proposed that the Walk the Yorke leisure 
trail officially begin at Port Wakefield.  The 
trail will follow the disused rail corridor from 
Port Wakefield to Wallaroo and will be re-
ferred too as the “rail trail” section of the lei-
sure trail.  The rail trail will take users through 
an agricultural landscape and provide expan-
sive views of the top of Gulf St Vincent as the 
trail elevates into the hinterland behind the 
coast.  

State Open Prospective Comment 
New South Wales 49 km 1213 km Open trails mostly in Newcastle and Blue 

Mountains 

Northern Territory 23 km 25 km Darwin and Katherine 

Queensland 120 km 372 km Open trails mostly in south east 

South Australia 103 km 1655 km Open trails of high standard. 
1300km of prospective is Old Ghan line 

Tasmania 125 km 125 km All over state but most only for walking or 
mountain bikes. 

Victoria 619 km 1657 km All over state, many of high standard 

West Australia 537 km 1660 km A lot of this is the Munda Biddi trail. Most 
trails only for walking and mountain bikes 

TOTAL 1437 km 6274 km   

Table 1. Open and prospective rail trails as of March 2008  

The disused rail corridor between Port Wakefield and Wallaroo is controlled by the Department for Envi-
ronment and Heritage and crosses within the Wakefield Regional Council, District Council of Barunga 
West, District Council of Yorke Peninsula and District Council of the Copper Coast.   
 
The rail trail section will be shared use and available for walkers, cyclists and horse riding.  It is proposed 
that the trail be constructed of compressed limestone rubble, have a tread of 2m and be used by walkers 
and cyclists.  The limestone based should cover residual railway line contaminants such as arsenic and 
prevent them from coming into contact with walkers and cyclists.   
 
It is intended that horses follow a natural surface single track along side the limestone trail.  This sepa-
rates horses from walkers and cyclists and provides a more favourable surface for hoses to walk on.  
Testing of soils along the rail line will be carried out to ensure that horses and riders are not at risk of 
contamination from railway line pollutants.  If necessary, the horse trail will be sealed with a suitable ma-
terial to allow safe, comfortable riding, free of risk of exposure to contaminants. 
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Trail Route 

Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling 
route (km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse 
riding 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 

Rail trail Pt Wakefield Wallaroo 65.34 65.34 65.34 yes yes yes 2 1 1 crushed limestone no 

Port Wakefield 
caravan Park 

Start yes 

Rail trail campsite 19.74 no 

Paskeville 17.10 no 

Kadina caravan 
park 

18.95 yes 

Wallaroo caravan 
park 

11.38 yes 
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Biology 
Major intertidal habitats in the region include tidal wetlands (i.e. mangrove, coastal saltmarshes, tidal 
mudflats), sandy beaches and some low rocky shores.   
 
This region is dominated by extensive seagrass meadows and tidal mudflats.  Sandy sediments are 
often colonised by species of Posidonia and Halophila australis. 
 
Clinton has been identified as a wetland of national importance (see ANCA 1996).  Clinton Conserva-
tion Park is a mangrove/samphire estuary with subtidal seagrass meadows, and many large tidal 
channels, fringed by mangroves.   

East Coast of Yorke Peninsula 
 
From the rail trail campsite, the Walk the Yorke leisure trail 
heads southeast adjacent to agricultural land and joins the 
coast at Port Clinton.  The trail then follows a 6.6 km com-
pleted limestone path from Port Clinton to Price. 
 
The trail passes the outskirts of the town of Price, and from 
Price the trail moves behind the Cheetham Salt works be-
fore rejoining the coast and following a road reserve, some 
of which is un-made, into Tiddy Widdy.  From Tiddy Widdy, 
the trail follows an existing crushed limestone path into and 
through Ardrossan.   
 
Clinton Biounit 
This biounit extends from Ardrossan on the eastern side of 
Yorke Peninsula to Marino Rocks (Adelaide).  It includes the 
upper reaches or ‘head’ of Gulf St Vincent and covers an 
area of 249,136 hectares and a coastal distance of approxi-
mately 185 km.   
 

 

The River Wakefield is the only major drainage channel in the area.   
The extensive tidal channels are important habitats for birds and ma-
rine fauna, particularly fish and crustaceans.  The area has been identi-
fied as an area of international importance for shorebirds by Watkins 
(1993).  Threatened species of waterbirds in the area include the East-
ern Curlew, Fairy Tern and Slender-billed Thornbill.  A total of 38 spe-
cies of waterbirds have been recorded in the area.  
 
Wills Creek has been identified as a wetland of national importance 
(see ANCA 1996).  The area consists of an extensive, shallow man-
grove tidal estuary, comprising two creeks (Wills Creek and Shag 
Creek).  The wetland provides habitat for migratory waders and is a 
major site of cormorant breeding activity on the Yorke Peninsula.  
Threatened species of water birds include the Eastern Curlew, Musk 
Duck, Fairy Tern, Slender-billed Thornbill and White bellied Sea-Eagle.  
A total of 49 species of waterbirds have been recorded for the area.   

Completed limestone path from 
Port Clinton to Price. 
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Trail passes through Port Clinton  Trail passes the outskirts of the 
town of Price. 

Tiddy Widdy Beach to Ardrossan—
looking north from Ardrossan.  

Trail Route 
Port Clinton to Ardrossan 

Geology and Coastal Geomorphology 
North of Ardrossan the cliffs finish and are replaced by a long beach area with small dunes at Tiddy 
Widdy Beach.  These sandy beaches give way to muddy tidal flats at Price and then to mangrove flats at 
Clinton.  Wide tidal mangrove flats continue unbroken to Port Wakefield. 
 
Recreation and Tourism 
Fishing 
Price: boat and jetty fishing 
 
Significant cultural and historical Values 
Aboriginal: Tiddy Widdy beach 
 
Areas of high conservation value: 

• Wills Creek – Clinton Conservation Park 
Biodiversity, aesthetics, rare and endangered species/habitats, social values. 

Rail trail to Pt 
Clinton 

Junction of rail 
trail 

Pt Clinton 16.26 16.26 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
road verge and natural 
surface 

no 
Port Clinton cara-
van park 

19.75 yes 

Pt Clinton to Price Pt Clinton Price 7.57 7.57 na yes yes no 1 1 na gravel yes Price caravan park 7.57 yes 

Price to Tiddy 
Widdy Beach 

Price 
Tiddy Widdy 
Beach 

19.78 19.78 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
road verge and natural 
surface 

no 
Tiddy Widdy 
Beach campsite 

19.78 no 

Tiddy Widdy 
Beach to Ardros-
san 

Tiddy Widdy 
Beach 

Ardrossan 3.54 3.54 na yes yes no 1 1 na sealed yes 
Ardrossan cara-
van park 

2.76 yes 

Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling 
route (km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse 
riding 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 
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Port Julia 
From Port Julia the trail is sited close to the coast before it follows 
an unsealed road reserve.  Where possible, the trail will be sited on 
land adjacent to the road reserve to increase separation of trail us-
ers from road traffic. 
 

Sheoak Flat to Port Vincent 
Trail follows adjacent to unsealed road reserve.  Best trail location is 
on private land due to narrowness of road reserve.  Negotiation with 
landowners is recommended to pursue this trail location.   
 
The trail then weaves through native vegetation within a District 
Council of Yorke Peninsula undeveloped reserve before following 
the cliff edge past the council owned golf course.   

Through Port Vincent 

From the Port Vincent Marina, the trail winds through a Council reserve to the esplanade.  This paved 
section of path continues to the caravan park at the southern end of the beach before continuing south 
west along a gravel trail adjacent to the esplanade road. 

Trail Route 
Ardrossan to Port Vincent 

Ardrossan to Black Point 

The leisure trail skirts behind extractive industries operations, 
following adjacent to the existing road for a section before re-
joining the coast and following the cliff top to Rouges Point.  
 
From Rouges Point the trail follows the cliff line to Billy Goat 
Flat.  There are a number of gullies that intersect the cliff line 
(see photo below).  The two options to navigate these are to 
circumnavigate the gully or navigate down one side and up 
the other.  The suitability of these options is likely to be gully 
specific and it is envisaged that both these strategies will be 
employed during the formation of the leisure trail. 
 
From Billy Goat Flat, walkers will be directed to the coast and 
walk, in part, along the beach while cyclists will follow the ex-
isting road.  At Black Point trail users will have the choice of 
following the an existing trail through the town or walking 
along the beach. 
 
Black Point to Sheoak Flat 
Directly south of Black Point, the leisure trail follows an un-
made road reserve all the way to Port Julia. 

Ardrossan Gully along cooastline Trail follows unmade road reserve  Port Julia Port Vincent Current trail at Port Vincent 

Ardrossan to 
Rouges Point 

Ardrossan Rouges Point 9.48 9.48 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
road verge and natural 
surface 

no 
Rouges Point 
campsite 

13.40 no 

Rouges Point to 
Pine Point 

Rouges Point Pine Point 10.23 10.23 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 
Pine Point cara-
van park 

7.05 yes 

Pine Point to 
Black Point 

Pine Point Black Point 6.55 6.70 na yes yes no 3 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no   

Black Point to 
Port Julia 

Black Point Port Julia 4.96 4.96 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 
Port Julia camp-
site 

13.22 no 

Through Port 
Julia 

Northern edge 
of town 

Southern 
edge of town 

1.70 1.70 na yes yes no 1 1 na crushed limestone no 

  
Port Julia to 
Sheoak Flat 

Southern edge 
of Port Julia 

Sheoak Flat 4.05 4.05 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 

Through Shoak 
Flat 

Northern edge 
of town 

Southern 
edge of town 

0.62 0.62 na yes yes no 1 1 na gravel yes 

Sheoak Flat to 
Port Vincent 

Sheoak Flat 
Northern edge 
of Port Vin-
cent 

5.71 5.71 na yes yes no 2 1 na gravel / natural surface partly 
Port Vincent cara-
van park 

11.96 yes 

Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling 
route (km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse 
riding 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 
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Stansbury to Wool Bay 
The trail follows the coast through Crown Land until it intersects the Adelaide Brighton Cement opera-
tion.  Preferred trail route skirts Adelaide Brighton Cement operations on Adelaide Brighton Cement 
property.  The trail then proceeds adjacent to an unsealed road either on the road reserve or Crown 
Land. The trail then continues through native vegetation to Port Giles.  
 
Port Giles to Coobowie 
The trail follows the coast on Marine Transport land through Port Giles before weaving through native 
vegetation on Crown Land to Coobowie.  The trail then runs adjacent to Beach road through the town-
ship before following the unsealed road past the Flinders University Marine Science Research accom-
modation. 
 
Coobowie to Edithburgh 
The trail follows a well defined sealed path along the coast, weaving through native vegetation on 
Crown Land. 
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Trail Route 
Port Vincent to Edithburgh 

Port Vincent to Stansbury 
An existing gravel trail follows the coast for 780m through a 
Council reserve, adjacent to an unmade road reserve.  The 
coastal trail elevates to follow the cliff top through Council 
reserves and then Crown Land.  Gullies occasionally inter-
sect the coastal trail.  Stairs could be built to traverse the gul-
lies or, alternatively, the trail could be redirected behind the 
gullies.  Some negotiation with landowners will be required 
where it is intended that the trail encroach onto private land. 
 
Approximately 1km before Stansbury the trail leaves the cliff 
edge and follows the main Adelaide road in order to avoid 
private land.  The trail then turns into Bayview road and 
heads to the boat ramp. 
 
Through Stansbury 
Paved and gravel sections of trail run adjacent to the espla-
nade between the boat ramp and the caravan park through 
Stansbury.  The trail then weaves through native vegetation 
on Crown Land heading southwest along the coast. 
 

 

Current walking trail at Port Vincent Gully stairs between Port Vincent 
and Stansbury  

Walking trail through Stansbury  Gully between Port Vincent and 
Stansbury  

Trail skirting Adelaide Brighton Ce-
ment 

Trail  -  Coobowie to Edithburgh 
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Tourism 

• Coobowie: fishing and boating 

• Port Vincent: swimming and yachting (has a safe swimming beach) 

• Ardrossan: fishing and boating 

• SCUBA diving: Troubridge Shoal, Coobowie artificial reef, the ‘Zanoni’ shipwreck (off Ardrossan), and 
the Edithburgh, Port Giles, Wool Bay and Ardrossan jetties are all popular and recognised dive sites and 
are listed in ‘Dive South Australia: The Best Dive Sites in South Australia’ (Diving Industry Association of 
South Australia).  Edithburgh jetty is recognised as one of the best jetty dives in South Australia and is a 
popular dive training site and location for underwater photography. 
 
Significant Cultural and Historical Values 
 
Aboriginal: 
Black Point is considered to be of considerable cultural importance. 
 
Shipwrecks: 
The majority of shipwrecks in this region are associated with Troubridge Shoals, which are regarded as 
very dangerous waters for navigation and diving. The ‘Iron King’ on Troubridge Shoals is a popular dive 
spot, but is very broken up and prone to strong currents. 
 
Areas of high conservation value: 

• Salt Creek Bay 

• Research, biodiversity, education, social values 

• Oyster Bay – Port Vincent 

• Education, biodiversity, social values 

• Black Point 

• Cultural values, biodiversity 

• Tiddy Widdy 

• Cultural values, biodiversity 

Orontes Biounit 
 
Ardrossan to Troubridge Hill 
This biounit extends from Troubridge Hill to Ardrossan on the eastern side of Yorke Peninsula and covers 
an area of 183,762 hectares.  The biounit faces east into Gulf St Vincent.  
 
Oceanography 
The area is typified by low wave energies. 
 
Geology and Coastal Geomorphology 
From Sultana Point to Ardrossan, the coastal geomorphology is dominated by limestone cliff slopes.  A few 
areas of sandy beaches with small dunes occur at Stansbury, Port Vincent and Black Point.   
 
Wide muddy tidal flats occur at Salt Creek Bay, together with a tidal inlet.  At Ardrossan there are spec-
tacular eroding clay cliffs.   
 
Biology 
Major intertidal habitats in the region include mostly sheltered, low rocky shores, bays and some sandy 
beaches.   
 
On exposed shores and reefs in the region, reef areas are dominated in shallow areas (i.e. 5m) by mixed 
species of Cystophora; Ecklonia radiate; diverse mixed large reds; mixed corallines; mixed sargassam 
spp.; and an understory of Lobophora variegate. 
 
Within this biounit, extensive seagrass meadows occur throughout the Orontes Bank, and in sheltered em-
bayments (e.g. Coobowie, Ardrossan).  Sandy sediments are commonly colonised by species of Posidonia 
and Halophila australis.  
 
Recreation and Tourism 
 
Fishing 

• Edithburgh, Tapley Shoal and Troubridge Shoals: boat, jetty and shore fishing 

• Wool Bay: jetty fishing 

• Stansbury: jetty fishing 

• Port Vincent: boat and jetty fishing 

• Ardrossan: boat and jetty fishing 

Through Port 
Vincent 

Northern edge 
of Port Vincent 

Southern 
edge of Port 
Vincent 

3.00 3.00 na yes yes no 1 1 na paved / gravel yes   

Port Vincent to 
Stansbury 

Southern edge 
of Port Vincent 

Stansbury 
boat ramp 

15.42 15.42 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
gravel / crushed lime-
stone 

partly 
Stansbury caravan 
park 

17.77 yes 

Through Stans-
bury 

Stansbury boat 
ramp 

Southern 
edge of Stans-
bury 

3.19 3.19 na yes yes no 1 1 na paved / gravel yes   

Stansbury to 
Wool Bay 

Southern edge 
of Stansbury 

Wool Bay 10.48 10.48 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 
Wool Bay camp-
site 

12.42 no 

Wool Bay to Pt 
Giles 

Wool Bay Port Giles 4.50 4.50 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no   

Port Giles to Coo-
bowie 

Port Giles Coobowie 7.23 7.23 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 
Coobowie caravan 
park 

10.53 yes 

Coobowie to 
Edithburgh 

Coobowie Edithburgh 5.19 5.19 na yes yes no 1 1 na sealed / gravel yes 
Edithburgh cara-
van park 

3.99 yes 

Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling 
route (km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse 
riding 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 
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Edithburgh to Sultana Point 
Trail weaves through native vegetation on Crown Land as it follows the coast along an existing path to-
ward Sultana Point.  Walkers will then be encouraged to walk the final section to Sultana Point along the 
beach, whilst cyclists will follow the Sultana Point road for this section. 
 

 
Sultana Point to Port Moorowie 
Trail follows an unmade road reserve through native vegetation for approximately 4.5km before following 
an unsealed road for a further 17km.  An unmade road reserve between agricultural land and coastal na-
tive vegetation is then utilised for the final 5km before Port Moorowie.   

 

 

Through Port Moorowie 
Gravel trail follows coast through native vegetation on Crown Land 
and then passes though a Council reserve.  
 
Port Moorowie to Point Davenport Conservation Park 
The trail follows an unmade road reserve west through native vege-
tation.  From Mozzie Flat walkers can follow the beach for 2.8km 
before following an existing trail through thickly vegetated Crown 
Land (4.89km) to a camping area.  Cyclists follow the Mozzie Flat 
road for 5.07km before winding through a vegetated Council reserve 
to rejoin the dual use trail through Crown Land.   

Unmade road reserve directly west 
of Port Moorowie  

Unmade road reserve southwest of 
Sultana Point 

Walking trail at Port Moorowie  Mozzie Flat Camping area at Sturt Bay Trail through Point Davenport Con-
servation Park 

Trail Route 
Edithburgh to West Cape 

Walkers return to the beach until they reach the northern end of the Davenport Conservation Park 
(8.35km).  From the camping area, cyclists join and follow the South Coast road (6.0km) before winding 
through private property to the northern end of the Davenport Conservation Park (4.02km). 
 
Through Point Davenport Conservation Park 
Trail follows sands trails and roads through the Park.  Dense native vegetation is characterised by Me-
laleuca halmaturorum.   



 18 

 

©2009, COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE RURAL SOLUTIONS SA Environmental Consultants 

 

Conservation Values 
Point Davenport has been identified as a wetland of national importance.  Point Davenport is a rare ex-
ample of a stranded coastal lagoon on Yorke Peninsula.  The semi-stranded tidal lagoon enters the sea 
via a tidal inlet, and is inundated during extreme high tides usually once or twice a year.   
 
The wetland is an important habitat for waterbirds, including a number of wader birds that occasionally 
visit the area, and contains the only conserved stands of Swamp Paperbark, Melaleuca halmaturorum on 
Yorke Peninsula.   
 
Innes National Park preserves the largest area of natural bushland remaining on the Yorke Peninsula, 
and preserves the habitat of the Western Whipbird.  It is characterised by a sandy undulating plain with 
dunes and salt lakes, or low cliffs along the coastline.  The magnificent and spectacular coastal scenery 
is one of the major attractions of this park, which includes cliffs, wave cut platforms, rocky headlands and 
sandy beaches.  Typical coastal dune and cliff top vegetation is backed by mallee and teatree scrub.   
 
Troubridge Hill Aquatic Reserve consists of intertidal and subtidal reef platforms: course-grain sandy bot-
tom and sandy beaches.  The intertidal reef platform extends 50m offshore before falling away sharply to 
15m depth. 
 
Recreation and Tourism 
 
Fishing 

• Cape Spencer: beach and rock fishing 

• Stenhouse Bay: jetty and rock fishing 

• Marion Bay: boat and jetty fishing 

• Hillock Point and Butlers Beach: beach and rock fishing 

• Troubridge Point: beach and rock fishing 
  
 
Tourism 

• Stenhouse Bay jetty: popular for fishing and SCUBA diving 

• Innes National Park: camping, spectacular coastal scenery and SCUBA diving 

• SCUBA diving: other recognised and popular dive spots in the region include Foul Bay and Cable Hut 
Bay, ‘Clan Ranald’ shipwreck, Troubridge Point and Troubridge Hill, and Troubridge Shoal.  All are listed 
in ‘Dive South Australia: The Best Dive Sites in South Australia’ (Diving Industry Association of South 
Australia). 

• Butlers Beach: camping 

• Marian Bay and near Point Yorke: scenic lookouts 

• Lighthouse, west of Troubridge Point 

• Troubridge Hill Aquatic Reserve: SCUBA diving, recreational fishing, historic shipwreck, coastal sce-
nic qualities 
 

Trail Route 
Edithburgh to West Cape 

Sturt Biounit 
Troubridge Hill to West Cape 
The Sturt biounit extends from West Cape on the ‘foot’ of Yorke Peninsula, east to Troubridge Hill. 
 
Oceanography 
Wave energies are high from West Cape to Cape Spencer and then moderate from Cape Spencer to 
Sultana Point. 
 
Geology and Coastal Geomorphology 
Dunes and limestone cliffs dominate the coastal geomorphology of this biounit.  At Cape Spencer there 
are aeoleonite and limestone cliffs with a small section of dunes.   
 
At Point Davenport Conservation Park, a low dunal area of considerable change in coastal position oc-
curs.  The position of the point is continually being altered by the growth of spits and the joining up of 
those with the land.  The area includes a stranded lagoon occasionally replenished by extreme tides, and 
an open tidal inlet.  
 
Sturt Bay is a magnificent 20km stretch of beach with a well formed foredune and is backed by a series 
of parallel dunes which are the largest and highest array of parallel dunes in the district.   
 
Biology 
Major intertidal habitats in the region include mostly sheltered bays, rocky shores and sandy beaches. 
 
On high wave-exposed coasts in this region (e.g. West cape, Cable Hut Bay, Cape Spencer, Troubridge 
Hill), rocky shores are dominated in shallow waters (i.e. <5m) by Ecklonia radiate, Acrocarpia paniculata, 
Carpoglossum, species of Cystophora, and an understorey of red algae, green algae and articulated 
coralline algae.   
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Cyclists follow Nugent Road, then the South Coast Road to the Sheoak Campsite before following the 
duel use trail.  
 
Foul Bay to Marion Bay 
The trail then weaves through native vegetation on the western side of the road reserve through Foul 
Bay before continuing through coastal Crown Land to Kangaroo Island Lookout.  The trail will be located 
between native vegetation and agricultural land to minimise impact on the environment. The Trail follows 
the coast through a combination of private and Crown Land.  
 

Cyclists follow the South Coast Road then Stenhouse Bay Road to Marion Bay.  An alternative and pre-
ferred route for cyclists would take them along an existing trail through native vegetation on private land 
back to the South Coast Road.  Walkers follow the beach to Marion Bay. 
 
Through Marion Bay 
Walkers have the option of following the beach south from the Marion Bay Jetty, or follow an existing 
gravel trail past the caravan park and then the foot path to the southern end of the town.  Cyclists will use 
Slow Street before joining walkers on the gravel trail. 
 
Marion Bay to Stenhouse Bay 
Walkers follow the beach for 1.5km before continuing for 4.86km along an unsealed track on Crown 
Land.  Cyclists follow Whipbird Road for 1.3km before joining walkers on the unsealed track to Sten-
house Bay. 
 
Note: Stenhouse Bay to Brown Beach 
The Department for Environment and Heritage is in the process of reviewing the trails within In-
nes National Park and it is hoped that the Walk the Yorke leisure trail will continue through Innes 
National Park from Stenhouse House Bay to Browns / Gym Beach. 
 
Brown Beach to Ilfracombe Road 
Walkers follow the beach before winding through native vegetation and following an existing trail be-
tween agricultural land (east) and coastal native vegetation (west).  Cyclists travel between native vege-
tation and agricultural land.  Duel use trail then follows the limestone cliff top through sparse coastal 
vegetation. 

Point Davenport Conservation Park Existing coastal trail through Coun-
cil reserve east of Foul Bay  

Coastline near the Hundred Line 
Road  

Marion Bay Gym Beach North of Gym Beach 

Trail Route 
Port Davenport to Brown Beach  

Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling 
route (km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse 
riding 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 

Point Davenport 
Cons. Park to 
Foul Bay 

Southern end of 
Cons. Park 

Foul Bay 13.62 13.96 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
sandy natural surface / 
road 

yes 
Sheoak Grove 
campsite 

9.30 no 

Foul Bay to Kan-
garoo Island 
Lookout 

Foul Bay 
Kangaroo 
Island Lookout 

7.92 7.92 na yes yes no 2 2 na sandy natural surface no 
Butler campsites 
(near Hundred 
Line Road) 

9.95 no 

Kangaroo Island 
Lookout to 
Meehan Hill Look-
out 

Kangaroo Is-
land Lookout 

Meehan Hill 
Lookout 

10.55 10.55 na yes yes no 2 2 na sandy natural surface partly 
Butlers Beach 
campsite 

5.12 no 

Meehan Hill Look-
out to Marion Bay 

Meehan Hill 
Lookout 

Marion Bay 8.61 10.01 na yes yes no 2 1 na sand / road yes 
Marion Bay cara-
van park 

14.79 yes 

Through Marion 
Bay 

Northern end of 
Marion Bay 

Southern End 
of Marion Bay 

1.46 1.43 na yes yes no 2 1 na sand / gravel / footpath yes   

Marion Bay to 
Stenhouse Bay 

Southern end of 
Marion Bay 

Stenhouse 
Bay 

7.10 7.10 na yes yes no 2 1 na Sandy natural surface yes 
Stenhouse Bay 
campsite 

7.06 yes 

Point Davenport Conser-
vation Park to Foul Bay 
The trail moves through 
private land along an exist-
ing trail.  An unmade road 
reserve is also an option 
for this section of trail. 
 
Walkers then follow the 
beach to Sheoak Campsite 
before following an existing 
coastal trail through Coun-
cil reserves to Foul Bay.   
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Swincer’s Rocks to Point Annie 
Walkers follow the beach for 2.2km and cyclists follow an unmade 
road reserve through Crown Land. 
 
Point Annie to Corny Point 
Walkers follow a coastal trail along beaches and through rocks while 
cyclists remain on the West Coast Road.  Walkers join the West 
Coast Road at Berri North via a wooden staircase up the cliff.  Walk-
ers and cyclists follow the West Coast Road before walkers again 
head closer to the coast at the Corny Point Lighthouse.  Walkers 
and cyclists than use the same trail behind coastal vegetation just 
west of the West Coast Road before Point Dunn.  Facilities could be 
built at Dunn Point.   
 
Walkers are then back on the beach and cyclists share roads before 
walkers and cyclists follow the coast behind native vegetation to 
Corny Point.  The trail heads away from the coast at Corny Point so 
as to access the Corny Point caravan park. 
 
 

Limestone cliffs north of Ilfracombe 
Road  

Beach south of Daly Head  Existing trail north of Point Annie 
(looking south  

Disused road reserve to be utilised 
by cyclists west of Point Souttar  

Leven Beach

Leven Beach 

Trail Route 
Brown Beach to Corny Point  

 
 

Gym Beach to 
Point Margaret 

Gym Beach 
Point Marga-
ret 

10.25 10.58 na yes yes no 2 2 na natural surface no 

Gym Beach camp-
site 

na partially 

Point Margaret 
campsite 

10.25 partially 

Point Margaret to 
Daly Head 

Point Margaret Daly Head 8.57 12.17 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 
Daly Head camp-
site 

8.57 yes 

Daly Head to 
Gleesons Landing 

Daly Head 
Gleesons 
Landing 

4.38 4.38 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface yes 
Gleeson's Landing 
campsite 

3.51 yes 

Gleesons Landing 
to Swincer Rocks 

Gleesons Land-
ing 

Swincer 
Rocks 

4.56 5.75 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface partly 
Swincer Rocks 
campsite 

4.56 partiallly 

Swincer Rocks to 
Point Annie 

Swincer Rocks Point Annie 2.19 2.48 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface partly   

Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling 
route (km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse 
riding 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 

 

Ilfracombe Road to Daly Head 
Walkers continue along the limestone cliff top for 1km 
before descending and following beach for 6.4km past 
extensive sand dunes.  Trail then ascends to the Daly 
head campground.  Cyclists follow the road for 4.25km 
to Benelly road before continuing along an unmade 
road reserve to Daly Head Road (4.1km).  Cyclists then 
follow the Daly Head Road to the Daly Head camp-
ground (3.8km). 
 
Daly Head to Gleeson’s Landing 
Trail skirts campground and follows beach for 0.97km.  
Cyclists are encouraged to follow the same route and 
either ride or push mountain bikes along the beach. 
 
Gleeson’s Landing to Swincer’s Rocks 
Walkers follow the beach for 2.8km before continuing 
along a cliff top trail.  Cyclists follow a 4WD road re-
serve through a Crown Land reserve.   
   

Corny Point 



 21 

 

©2009, COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE RURAL SOLUTIONS SA Environmental Consultants 

Hardwicke Bay

Hardwicke Bay  Port Minlacowie Boat Ramp  

Port Rickaby

Port Rickaby  Track north of Port Rickaby  is un-
sealed 

Port Victoria  

Trail Route 
Corny Point to Port Victoria 

 
Point Turton to Port Rickaby 
The trial is then sited close to the coast before walkers continue 
along the beach and cyclists follow an inland unsealed track all the 
way to Hardwicke Bay.  North of Hardwicke Bay walkers remain on 
or near the beach and cyclists follow the Beegoodye Wells Road to 
Port Minlacowie.  A boat ramp area north of Port Minlacowie is suit-
able for the development of a campsite.   
 
North of Port Minlacowie, walkers remain on the beach and cyclists 
follow unsealed dirt tracks and unmade road reserves to Parsons 
Beach.  This pattern continues to Barker Rocks.  From Barker Rocks 
walkers and cyclists follow an existing unsealed track to Port Rick-
aby. 
 
Port Rickaby to Port Victoria 
North of Port Rickaby walkers and cyclists follow an existing un-
sealed track to Bamboos Road.  Thereafter walkers continue along 
the beach and cyclists share an unsealed road to Wauraltee Beach 
(Black Bobs Road) with vehicles.  This pattern continues before 
walkers and cyclists share a coastal trail into Port Victoria.   
 
A four kilometre coastal geology trail takes users through Port Victo-
ria. 

 
Corny Point to Point Turton 
From Corny Point the trail is sited between 
native vegetation and agricultural land be-
fore continuing along an unmade road re-
serve, then back to the interface between 
native vegetation and agricultural land be-
fore entering The Pines.   
 
Cyclists and walker remain close to the 
coast through the Pines before walkers 
pass Leven Beach Conservation Park 
along the beach and cyclists head inland 
along an unsealed road adjacent to the 
Conservation Park.   
 
Cyclists then follow a disused unsealed 
road reserve (see photo below) before 
joining walkers near the coast west of 
Point Souttar.  Between Point Souttar and 
Point Turton the leisure trail follows pre-
dominantly existing trails between the 
North Coast Road and the coast.   
 
A sealed coastal trail (already constructed) 
will take trail users through Point Turton.   

Port Victoria geology trail  
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Recreation and Tourism 
Fishing 

• Port Victoria and Wardang Island: boat, jetty & shore fishing 
Hardwicke Bay, Point Turton and Point Souttar: boat and jetty (Point Turton) fishing 
 
Tourism 

• Port Victoria and Wardang Island: fishing, boating, camping, historic area, including shipwrecks 
(underwater trail on Wardang Island), and SCUBA diving and snorkelling off Wardang Island.  Charter 
boasts operate to Wardang island. 

• Port Rickaby: fishing, boating, camping 

• Bluff Beach and Parsons Beach: fishing, boating, camping 

• Hardwicke Bay, Point Turton, Point Souttar: fishing, boating, swimming, camping 

• SCUBA diving: Wardang Island and Point Turton are recognised dive spots and are listed in ‘Dive 
South Australia: The Best Dive Sites in South Australia’ (Diving Industry Association of South Australia). 
 
Significant Cultural and historical Values 
Aboriginal: Wardang Island is owned by the Aboriginal Lands Trust and is leased to the Point Pearce 
Community Council. The most important areas of cultural significance include the Cape Elizabeth / Ti-
parra Springs dunes and in the dunes north of Moonta Bay.  Other west coast areas of occupation, where 
evidence is known to exist, include the dunes between Port Hughes and Cape Elizabeth and in the dunes 
south of Port Victoria. 
European: Port Victoria is the last of the windjammer ports. 
 
Shipwrecks: 
The Wardang Island Maritime Heritage Trail consists of 8 shipwrecks (with underwater interpretative 
plaques). 
Areas of high conservation value: 

• Wardang Island – Port Victoria 

• Education, biodiversity, social, cultural values 

• Point Turton – Leven Beach 

Wardang Biounit 
 

Corny Point to Island Point 
This biounit extends from Island Point (near Port Victoria) on the eastern side of central Spencer Gulf to 
Corny point, on the south-western tip of Yorke Peninsula. 
 
Oceanography 
This is a predominantly low to moderate wave energy area.  Wave energy ranges from low near Point 
Turton, to moderate from Point Souttar to Corny Point.  (300 m wide).   
 
Geology and Coastal Geomorphology 
The coastal geomorphology is dominated by limestone cliffs alternating with wide dune belts.  From 
Cape Elizabeth to Balgowan there is a wide dune belt followed by eroding clay cliffs.  From Point Pearce 
there is a wide dune belt and small section of limestone cliff.  Small tidal swamps occur north of Port Vic-
toria, followed by small dunes and wide sandy beaches to point Turton, extending into a larger dune belt 
in Hardwicke Bay.  At Port Rickaby the dunes are well vegetated between The Bluff and Port Rickaby 
and include a fine development of open-heath and also an unusually large range of vegetation types for 
such a narrow strip of land (7 km long nad averaging From Point Turton to Point Souttar there are aelo-
nite and limestone cliffs followed by wide dunes at Corny Point.  At Leven Beach Conservation Park 
there is a unique parallel dune formation with dense natural vegetation.   
 
Biology 
Major intertidal habitats in the region include mostly low rocky shores and sandy beaches.  On moder-
ately exposed shores (e.g. Port Minlacowie), the subtidal communities are dominated by Scaberia 
agardhii, and species of Cystophora and Sargassum. 
 
Conservation Values 
The intertidal reef areas at Barkers rocks contain a wide variety of intertidal life and are popular with edu-
cational groups.  White Rocks (Wardang Island and Goose Island Conservation Park) is a haul out site 
for Australian Sea Lions. 

Trail Route 
Corny Point to Port Victoria 

Point Annie to 
Dunn Point 

Point Annie Dunn Point 14.67 12.84 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 
Corny Point Light-
house campsite 

9.89 partially 

Dunn Point to 
The Pines 

Dunn Point 
The Pines 
(northern end) 

13.43 13.69 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 
Corny Point cara-
van park 

7.42 yes 

The Pines to 
Point Turton 

The Pines 
(northern end) 

Point Turton 19.87 21.85 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 

Leven Beach 
campsite 

17.01 partially 

Point Turton cara-
van park 

13.03 yes 

Point Turton to 
Hardwicke Bay 

Point Turton 
Hardwicke 
Bay 

13.63 16.79 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 

Flaherty Beach 
campsite 

5.92 no 

Hardwicke Bay 
campsite 

6.07 no 

Hardwicke Bay 
to Port Minla-
cowie boat 
ramp 

Hardwicke Bay 
Point Minla-
cowie boat 
ramp 

7.54 7.50 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface partly 
Port Minlacowie 
boat ramp camp-
site 

9.33 no 

Port Minlacowie 
boat ramp to 
Bluff Beach 

Point Minla-
cowie boat 
ramp 

Bluff Beach 10.97 11.96 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface partly   

Bluff Beach to 
Port Rickaby 

Bluff Beach Port Rickaby 7.61 7.69 na yes yes no 1 1 na sand / gravel mostly 

Barker Rocks 
campsite 

13.15 partially 

Port Rickaby cara-
van park 

5.42 yes 

Port Rickaby to 
Port Victoria 

Port Rickaby Port Victoria 18.60 20.02 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

mostly 
Wuaraltee Beach 
campsite 

9.98 partiallly 

                            
Port Victoria cara-
van park 

11.89 yes 

Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling route 
(km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse 
riding 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 
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Trail Route 
Port Victoria to Kadina 

Port Victoria to Balgowan 
From Port Victoria walkers and cyclists follow an unmade road re-
serve north through land controlled by the Aboriginal Lands Trust.  
The trail bypasses Point Pearce, and north of the Point walkers follow 
the beach and cyclists follow an unsealed road into Chinaman Wells.   
 
From Chinaman Wells, walkers continue along the beach to Bal-
gowan and cyclists follow unsealed dirt tracks within a road reserve. 
 
Balgowan to Kadina 
North of Balgowan, trail users follow a gravel trail along the cliff line 
for approximately 1.25 kilometres (see photo on following page) be-
fore cyclists split from the shared use trail and share an unsealed 
road between native vegetation and agricultural land with vehicles.  
Walkers continue along the coast, occasionally on the beach, before joining cyclist on a shared use sec-
tion of trail north of the Gas Road.   
 
The trail follows existing dirt tracks until cyclists split from walkers, bypass Cape Elizabeth and follow an 
unmade road reserve into Moonta.  Walkers follow an existing coastal trail around Cape Elizabeth and 
remain close to the coast all the way to Moonta.  On this section of trial, users move from the District 
Council of Yorke Peninsula into the District Council of The Copper Coast.  From Moonta, the shared use 
trail follows an existing unsealed track through native vegetation adjacent to the road to Kadina 

Through Port 
Victoria 

Southern Port 
Victoria 

Northern Port 
Victoria 

6.50 6.50 na yes yes no 1 1 na gravel mostly   

Port Victoria to 
Balgowan 

Port Victoria Balgowan 34.52 35.59 na yes yes no 2 2 na natural surface mostly 
Balgowan caravan 
park 

20.00 yes 

Balgowan to Port 
Hughes 

Balgowan Port Hughes 37.83 36.14 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / cliff top / natural 
surface 

mostly 

The Gap campsite 11.33 partially 

The Hut 12.97 partially 

Port Hughes cara-
van park 

17.86 yes 

Port Hughes to 
Kadina 

Port Hughes Kadina 17.47 17.47 na yes yes no 2 1 na road / natural surface mostly 
Kadina caravan 
park 

18.89 yes 

Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling 
route (km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse 
riding 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 

Dirt track south of Balgowan to be 
utilised by cyclists  

Gravel trail heading along the cliff 
north of Balgowan  

Existing trail through native vegeta-
tion between Moonta and Kadina  

Kadina  
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Significant Cultural and Historical Values 
 
Aboriginal: 

• Wardang Island is owned by the Aboriginal Lands Trust and is leased to the Point Pearce Community Council. 
The most important areas of cultural significance include the Cape Elizabeth / Tiparra Springs dunes and in the 
dunes north of Moonta Bay.  Other west coast areas of occupation, where evidence is known to exist, include the 
dunes between Port Hughes and Cape Elizabeth and in the dunes south of Port Victoria. 
 
European: 

• Shipwrecks 
‘San Miguel’ (1864-1865): a three-masted iron barque which ran on to the Tiparra Reef near Wallaroo. 
 
Areas of high conservation value: 

• Tiparra Reef – Tiparra Bay – Cape Elizabeth 

• Biodiversity, social, cultural values. 

Tiparra Biounit 
Island Point to Point Riley 
This biounit extends from Port Riley on the eastern side of central Spencer Gulf, to Island point. 
 
Oceanography 
This is predominantly low to moderate wave energy area.   
 
Geology and Coastal Geomorphology 
The west coast of Yorke Peninsula in Spencer Gulf is more exposed than the east coast.  Much of the coast is com-
prised of long sandy beaches and shore platforms associated with these, with a single dune or narrow belt of dunes 
behind.  Notable exceptions are the limestone cliffs in the Pt Turton/Point Souttar area; the rocky coastlines at Port 
Victoria, Point Pearce and north of Point Riley; the clay cliffs at Balgowan and Moonta Bay; the shallow deeply in-
dented bay at Port Broughton; and the low calcrete cliffs to be found at various locations. 
 
From Tickera to point Riley there are stable clay or limestone cliff slopes. At Wallaroo and North Beach there is a 
wide dune belt followed by aelonite and limestone cliffs from Wallaroo to the northern end of Moonta Bay.  Some 
tidal swamps with mangroves and samphire flats occur at Warburto Point. 
 
Moonta Bay consists of a wide dune belt and limestone cliffs. 
 
Biology 
Major intertidal habitats in the region include mostly low rocky shores, bays and sandy beaches.   
 
Subtidal rocky shore communities in this region (e.g. Point Riley) are dominated by species of Sargassum, with 
Scaberia agardhii as a sub-dominant species.   
 
Conservation Values 
Tiparra Reef is an extensive seagrass-reef shoal system in Moonta Bay that extends along the western coastline of 
Yorke Peninsula, from Cape Elizabeth to Warbuto Point and Bird Islands.  
 
Warburto Point contains samphire flats and some mangroves and supports a diverse bird population.  It is an im-
portant breeding and feeding ground for bird life, particularly Pied Cormorants and Caspian Terns. 
 
Tiparra and Cape Elizabeth reefs are known for their great diversity of fish.  A conservation reserve was proposed 
for Cape Elizabeth in 1980.   
 
Recreation and Tourism 
 
Fishing 
Wallaroo and Port Hughes: boat, jetty & rock fishing 
 
Tourism 

• Coastal geology trail through Port Victoria 

• Wallaroo and Port Hughes: fishing, boating, camping, swimming 

• The Bamboos camping reserve 

• Tiparra Rocks: camping reserve 

• SCUBA diving: Port Hughes and Wallaroo jetties are recognised dive spots and are listed in ‘Dive South Aus-
tralia: The Best Dive Sites in South Australia’ (Diving Industry Association of South Australia). 
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Section Start point End Point 
Walking route 
(km) 

Cycling route 
(km) 

Horse riding 
(km) Walking Cycling 

Horse rid-
ing 

Trail class: 
Walking 

Trail class: 
Cycling 

Trail class: 
Horse rid-
ing Trail surface 

Com-
pleted Accomodation 

Walking 
(km) 

Devel-
oped 

Rail trail Pt Wakefield Wallaroo 65.34 65.34 65.34 yes yes yes 2 1 1 crushed limestone no 

Port Wakefield 
caravan Park 

Start yes 

Rail trail campsite 19.74 no 

Paskeville 17.10 no 

Kadina caravan 
park 

18.95 yes 

Wallaroo caravan 
park 

11.38 yes 

Rail trail to Pt 
Clinton 

Junction of rail 
trail 

Pt Clinton 16.26 16.26 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
road verge and natural 
surface 

no 
Port Clinton cara-
van park 

19.75 yes 

Pt Clinton to Price Pt Clinton Price 7.57 7.57 na yes yes no 1 1 na gravel yes Price caravan park 7.57 yes 

Price to Tiddy 
Widdy Beach 

Price 
Tiddy Widdy 
Beach 

19.78 19.78 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
road verge and natural 
surface 

no 
Tiddy Widdy Beach 
campsite 

19.78 no 

Tiddy Widdy 
Beach to Ardros-
san 

Tiddy Widdy 
Beach 

Ardrossan 3.54 3.54 na yes yes no 1 1 na sealed yes 
Ardrossan caravan 
park 

2.76 yes 

Ardrossan to 
Rouges Point 

Ardrossan Rouges Point 9.48 9.48 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
road verge and natural 
surface 

no 
Rouges Point 
campsite 

13.40 no 

Rouges Point to 
Pine Point 

Rouges Point Pine Point 10.23 10.23 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 
Pine Point caravan 
park 

7.05 yes 

Pine Point to 
Black Point 

Pine Point Black Point 6.55 6.70 na yes yes no 3 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no   

Black Point to Port 
Julia 

Black Point Port Julia 4.96 4.96 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no Port Julia campsite 13.22 no 

Through Port Julia 
Northern edge 
of town 

Southern edge 
of town 

1.70 1.70 na yes yes no 1 1 na crushed limestone no 

  
Port Julia to 
Sheoak Flat 

Southern edge 
of Port Julia 

Sheoak Flat 4.05 4.05 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 

Through Shoak 
Flat 

Northern edge 
of town 

Southern edge 
of town 

0.62 0.62 na yes yes no 1 1 na gravel yes 

Sheoak Flat to 
Port Vincent 

Sheoak Flat 
Northern edge 
of Port Vincent 

5.71 5.71 na yes yes no 2 1 na gravel / natural surface partly 
Port Vincent cara-
van park 

11.96 yes 

Through Port 
Vincent 

Northern edge 
of Port Vincent 

Southern edge 
of Port Vincent 

3.00 3.00 na yes yes no 1 1 na paved / gravel yes   

Port Vincent to 
Stansbury 

Southern edge 
of Port Vincent 

Stansbury boat 
ramp 

15.42 15.42 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
gravel / crushed lime-
stone 

partly 
Stansbury caravan 
park 

17.77 yes 

Through Stans-
bury 

Stansbury boat 
ramp 

Southern edge 
of Stansbury 

3.19 3.19 na yes yes no 1 1 na paved / gravel yes   

Stansbury to Wool 
Bay 

Southern edge 
of Stansbury 

Wool Bay 10.48 10.48 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no Wool Bay campsite 12.42 no 

Wool Bay to Pt 
Giles 

Wool Bay Port Giles 4.50 4.50 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no   

Port Giles to Coo-
bowie 

Port Giles Coobowie 7.23 7.23 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 
Coobowie caravan 
park 

10.53 yes 

Coobowie to 
Edithburgh 

Coobowie Edithburgh 5.19 5.19 na yes yes no 1 1 na sealed / gravel yes 
Edithburgh cara-
van park 

3.99 yes 

Edithburgh to 
Sultana Point 

Edithburgh Sultana Point 3.64 3.19 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
crushed limestone / road / 
sand 

no   

Sultana point to 
Port Moorowie 

Sultana Point Port Moorowie 26.56 26.32 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
crushed limestone / natu-
ral surface 

no 

Sheoak Beach 
campsite 

8.23 partially 

Goldsmith Beach 
campsite 

3.18 partially 

Kemp Bay camp-
site 

14.00 partially 

Through Port 
Moorowie 

Northern end of 
Pt Moorowie 

Southern end 
of Pt Moorowie 

2.42 2.42 na yes yes no 1 1 na gravel yes   

Port Moorowie to 
Point Davenport 
Cons. Park 

Southern end of 
Pt Moorowie 

Point Daven-
port Cons. 
Park 

14.06 22.24 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
crushed limestone / road / 
sand 

mostly 

Mozzie Flat 9.36 partially 

Sturt Bay campsite 8.79 partially 

Point Davenport 
Cons Park 

8.35 no 

Through Point 
Davenport Cons. 
Park 

Northern end of 
Cons. Park 

Southern end 
of Cons. Park 

2.75 2.75 na yes yes no 2 1 na sandy natural surface yes   

Trail Audit 
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Point Davenport 
Cons. Park to 
Foul Bay 

Southern end of 
Cons. Park 

Foul Bay 13.62 13.96 na yes yes no 2 1 na 
sandy natural surface / 
road 

yes 
Sheoak Grove 
campsite 

9.30 no 

Foul Bay to Kan-
garoo Island 
Lookout 

Foul Bay 
Kangaroo 
Island Lookout 

7.92 7.92 na yes yes no 2 2 na sandy natural surface no 
Butler campsites 
(near Hundred 
Line Road) 

9.95 no 

Kangaroo Island 
Lookout to 
Meehan Hill Look-
out 

Kangaroo Is-
land Lookout 

Meehan Hill 
Lookout 

10.55 10.55 na yes yes no 2 2 na sandy natural surface partly 
Butlers Beach 
campsite 

5.12 no 

Meehan Hill Look-
out to Marion Bay 

Meehan Hill 
Lookout 

Marion Bay 8.61 10.01 na yes yes no 2 1 na sand / road yes 
Marion Bay cara-
van park 

14.79 yes 

Through Marion 
Bay 

Northern end of 
Marion Bay 

Southern End 
of Marion Bay 

1.46 1.43 na yes yes no 2 1 na sand / gravel / footpath yes   

Marion Bay to 
Stenhouse Bay 

Southern end of 
Marion Bay 

Stenhouse 
Bay 

7.10 7.10 na yes yes no 2 1 na Sandy natural surface yes 
Stenhouse Bay 
campsite 

7.06 yes 

Gym Beach to 
Point Margaret 

Gym Beach 
Point Marga-
ret 

10.25 10.58 na yes yes no 2 2 na natural surface no 

Gym Beach camp-
site 

na partially 

Point Margaret 
campsite 

10.25 partially 

Point Margaret to 
Daly Head 

Point Margaret Daly Head 8.57 12.17 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 
Daly Head camp-
site 

8.57 yes 

Daly Head to 
Gleesons Landing 

Daly Head 
Gleesons 
Landing 

4.38 4.38 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface yes 
Gleeson's Landing 
campsite 

3.51 yes 

Gleesons Landing 
to Swincer Rocks 

Gleesons Land-
ing 

Swincer 
Rocks 

4.56 5.75 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface partly 
Swincer Rocks 
campsite 

4.56 partiallly 

Swincer Rocks to 
Point Annie 

Swincer Rocks Point Annie 2.19 2.48 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface partly   

Point Annie to 
Dunn Point 

Point Annie Dunn Point 14.67 12.84 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 
Corny Point Light-
house campsite 

9.89 partially 

Dunn Point to The 
Pines 

Dunn Point 
The Pines 
(northern end) 

13.43 13.69 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 
Corny Point cara-
van park 

7.42 yes 

The Pines to 
Point Turton 

The Pines 
(northern end) 

Point Turton 19.87 21.85 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 

Leven Beach 
campsite 

17.01 partially 

Point Turton cara-
van park 

13.03 yes 

Point Turton to 
Hardwicke Bay 

Point Turton 
Hardwicke 
Bay 

13.63 16.79 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

partly 

Flaherty Beach 
campsite 

5.92 no 

Hardwicke Bay 
campsite 

6.07 no 

Hardwicke Bay to 
Port Minlacowie 
boat ramp 

Hardwicke Bay 
Point Minla-
cowie boat 
ramp 

7.54 7.50 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface partly 
Port Minlacowie 
boat ramp camp-
site 

9.33 no 

Port Minlacowie 
boat ramp to Bluff 
Beach 

Point Minla-
cowie boat 
ramp 

Bluff Beach 10.97 11.96 na yes yes no 2 2 na sand / natural surface partly   

Bluff Beach to 
Port Rickaby 

Bluff Beach Port Rickaby 7.61 7.69 na yes yes no 1 1 na sand / gravel mostly 

Barker Rocks 
campsite 

13.15 partially 

Port Rickaby cara-
van park 

5.42 yes 

Port Rickaby to 
Port Victoria 

Port Rickaby Port Victoria 18.60 20.02 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / natural surface / 
road 

mostly 
Wuaraltee Beach 
campsite 

9.98 partiallly 

                            
Port Victoria cara-
van park 

11.89 yes 

Through Port 
Victoria 

Southern Port 
Victoria 

Northern Port 
Victoria 

6.50 6.50 na yes yes no 1 1 na gravel mostly   

Port Victoria to 
Balgowan 

Port Victoria Balgowan 34.52 35.59 na yes yes no 2 2 na natural surface mostly 
Balgowan caravan 
park 

20.00 yes 

Balgowan to Port 
Hughes 

Balgowan Port Hughes 37.83 36.14 na yes yes no 2 2 na 
sand / cliff top / natural 
surface 

mostly 

The Gap campsite 11.33 partially 

The Hut 12.97 partially 

Port Hughes cara-
van park 

17.86 yes 

Port Hughes to 
Kadina 

Port Hughes Kadina 17.47 17.47 na yes yes no 2 1 na road / natural surface mostly 
Kadina caravan 
park 

18.89 yes 
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A community meeting was held at the Minlaton Town Hall on 20 August, 2009 to discuss the Walk the Yorke concept.  Mr Stephen Goldsworthy (District Council of Yorke Peninsula) opened the meeting and 
introduced the leisure trail concept before Ben Baghurst (Rural Solutions SA) presented a draft of the trail concept via Microsoft PowerPoint to the audience for discussion.  Detailed below is the information 
captured at the meeting. 

Name Organisation / address General comments Response action taken 

Veronica Brundell Council / Stansbury Progress Association     

Bruce Bartram Coobowie Progress Association     

Marie Stanton Coobowie Progress Association     

Celia Manning Port Minlacowie     

Yvonne Merenda Sandilands / Port Julia     

Theo Merenda Sandilands / Port Julia Progress Associa-
tion 

Concerned that bicycles would cause excessive envi-
ronmental damage if ridden along proposed trail 
through native vegetation directly east of Port Julia. 

Agreed. Bicycles will be excluded from this trail and confined to existing paths / roads away from the 
native vegetation. 

Tom Larsen The Pines     

Cathy Glazbrook Yorke Peninsula Visitor Information     

Jim Edlington Port Moorowie     

Charmel Edlington Port Moorowie     

Pam Bennett West Minlaton Concerned at the prospect of bicycles being ridden 
through the Butler property under her management 

Noted. Compromise will be sought to enable bicycles to be ridden through the property on  well estab-
lished trails 

Alan Anderson Pt Rickaby     

Phil Anderson Pt Rickaby     

Jo Barrie Yorke Peninsula Tourism Enquired whether any sections of the Leisure trail will 
cater to the mobility impaired and elderly. 

Yes. 

Jenny Oldland Yorke Peninsula Country Times     

Kate Van Schaik Black Point Progress Association Requested that a loop trail be developed between 
Pine Point and Black Point to enable an interesting 
circuit between the two locations. 

Noted. Location of the loop trail currently being negotiated. 

Stan Squire Port Victoria museum / walks     

Wendy Squire Port Victoria museum / walks     

Carol Bourke Port Victoria     

Peter Bourke Port Victoria     

Community Consultation 
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Jasminne Swales Department for Environment and 
Heritage 

Concerned that there is a growing preference for loop 
leisure trails rather than long distance linear trails. 
  
Concerned that Yorke Peninsula does not hold the 
attraction of the Flinders Rangers and people won’t, 
therefore, be inclined to come and use the leisure trail. 
  
Concerned that difficulties associated with siting the 
trail on private land may present insurmountable hur-
dles. 
  
Concerned that the length of trail proposed will pre-
vent it from being managed appropriately by the Dis-
trict Council of Yorke Peninsula Council. 
  
Concerned that a campsite has been proposed in the 
Leven’s beach conservation park. 
  
Concerned that a campsite has been proposed within 
the Point Davenport Conservation Park. 
  
Concerned that riding bicycles within National Parks 
and Conservation Parks will cause excessive damage 
and duel use trails will lead to conflict between walkers 
and cyclists. 

Noted. There are numerous examples of linear leisure trails (e.g. the “Great Ocean Walk” and “Heysen Trail”.  
Yorke Peninsula is suited to such a trail design.  Establishment of a linear trail does not exclude the overlay of 
loops as opportunities are identified. 
  
Noted. Yorke Peninsula boasts significant coastal natural beauty and need not be considered “second class” 
when comparing the natural aesthetic qualities of different regions. 
  
Noted. There are numerous instances (e.g. Heysen Trail) where a leisure trail is sited, in part, on private land.  If 
difficulties arise during the course of consultation with a private landholder, re-siting the trail will be considered. 
  
Noted. A minimal intervention trail implementation methodology is proposed.  This will minimise the impact on the 
environment and minimise on-going trail maintenance by the council such that trail maintenance could readily be 
achieved by council with the aid of some the Peninsula’s Progress Associations. 
  
Noted. The proposed campsite within the Leven’s beach campsite has been re-located to an existing campsite 
just east of the Conservation Park. 
  
Noted. The proposed campsite near Point Davenport Conservation Park is actually located within an un-made 
road reserve at the northern end of the Conservation Park.  The Department of Environment and Heritage will be 
widely consulted prior to the establishment of this campsite. 
  
Noted. Allowing the riding of bicycles in National Parks and provision of duel use trails in National Parks is in-
creasingly common, especially internationally and in the eastern states.  The experience, increasingly, is that 
conflict between cyclists and walkers is a perception generally held by those who don’t use shared trails, rather 
than a reality for those who do.  With respect to potential environmental damage caused by cycling with National 
Parks and Conservation Parks, a site by site approach is appropriate because cycles won’t automatically cause 
more environmental damage than walkers. 

Wendy Cliff Department for Environment and 
Heritage 

Concerned that the indigenous community represents 
a stumbling block to the realisation of a project of the 
scale of the Yorke Peninsula leisure trail. 

Noted. The indigenous community will be consulted on all aspects of the Yorke Peninsula leisure trail.  The need 
to consult with the indigenous community is not a compelling reason to abandon the concept of the Walk the 
Yorke leisure trail. 

David Sloper Northern and Yorke NRM Board Concerned that horses will negatively impact the envi-
ronment if allowed on the Yorke Peninsula leisure trail. 

Agreed.  Horses are only proposed to be allowed on the rail trail section of the leisure trail between Port Wake-
field to Wallaroo.  The majority of the proposed rail trail is currently devoid of native vegetation. 

Sue Sneath Point Turton Progress Associa-
tion 

    

Elizabeth Daw Hardwicke Bay Progress Asso-
ciation 

    

Steve Horsell Department for Environment and 
Heritage 

Commented that soil testing has revealed that the pro-
posed rail trail route has a degree of contamination 
(e.g. arsenic). 

Noted.  The specifications for the rail trail section of the leisure trail include a layer of compacted limestone 
(minimum thickness 100mm) at least 2 metres wide.  Depending on the degree of soil contamination, a natural 
single trail for horses is proposed alongside the limestone trail (designed for walkers and cyclists). 

Jan Wilson The Pines Community Associa-
tion Inc. 

Leisure trail through vegetation directly west of The 
Pines is well located, but care will need to be taken 
when implementing the trail because the area is prone 
to flooding. 

Agreed. 

Grantley Dodd Councillor / Stansbury     

Deb Allen Rural Solutions SA Coast Care Concerned that the proposed leisure trail might exac-
erbate unauthorised access to sensitive coastal areas 
by trail bikes and 4WD’s, leading to erosion and loss 
of native vegetation. 

Noted. The leisure trail has been sited on existing trails wherever possible.  Formalisation of these tracks will pro-
vide areas at risk from unauthorised trail bike and 4WD recreation a level of management not previously experi-
enced, including education of the public, closure and rehabilitation of duplicate tracks in proximity to the leisure 
trail, and entry and exit systems for proposed users that actively discourage trail bikes and 4WDs. 

Community Consultation 
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Mountain Bikes 
One issue raised at the community meeting was the perception that bicycles cause significant damage to 
the environment when ridden on unsealed surfaces.   
 
Firstly, research into the rate at which trampling causes damage in soil and vegetation conditions has 
consistently found that the degree of impact is not related simply to the increase in use-levels.  One of 
the most important findings of these studies is that the relationship between use and impact is curvilin-
ear, with the greatest damage occurring with low use (Kuss et al. 1990).  The greatest proportion of tram-
pling impact is represented by the initial damage and removal of vegetation, and the formation of bare 
earth trails.  Once these informal trails have developed, the same trampling processes which operate on 
defined trails will apply.   
 
To date there has been little research designed to identify whether mountain bikers cause more impact 
on natural resources than other trail users.  The studies that have been conducted do not support the 
notion that bikes cause more natural resource impact.  For example, Wilson and Seney (1994) found no 
statistically significant difference between measured bicycling and hiking effects on soil erosion on moun-
tain trails in Montana.   
 
Further, in a study within a deciduous forest 60 km northwest of Toronto, Canada, Thurston and Reader 
(2001) concluded that impacts on vegetation and soil increased with biking and hiking activity.  The im-
pacts of biking and hiking measured were not significantly different and the impacts did not extend be-
yond 30cm of the trail centreline.  The study notes that resource managers have no objective basis for 
managing biking activity in natural areas without research results.  If further research on mountain biking 
impacts confirms the findings of this study in a variety of conditions, then managers should be able to 
use the results of past hiking impact studies to predict where and when biking impacts are likely to occur.  
 
Cycles exert downward force through their tyres, the pressure of which is likely to be less than that of 
heavier motorised vehicles, horses and heavily laden hikers.  A potential hazard of cycling downhill is 
locking the wheels and skidding, which can loosen track surfaces and move material downslope, and 
most significantly, promote the development of ruts which channel water flow.  The development of such 
ruts, which can promote erosive water flows to a greater extent than by foot-step puddling, is the most 
distinctly unique “wheeling” impact.  However, where skidding does not occur, impacts from normal roll-
ing effects of wheels would likely be less than those of foot steps (Cressford 1995).   
 
To minimise the negative impacts of skidding downhill, it is proposed that managers of the Walk the 
Yorke leisure trail: 

• Site the trail such that skidding on downhill sections is minimised, 

• Educate riders about the damage skidding can cause, and 

• Actively minimise erosion in areas where skidding might occur. 
 
If these practices are followed, there does not appear to be a compelling environmental reason to elimi-
nate cycling from the Walk the Yorke concept. 

Issues arising from Community Meeting 

Trail construction 
Another general concern raised at the community meeting was the potential environmental damage 
construction of the leisure trail might cause.  This concern is one of the reasons that it is proposed 
that the vast majority of the leisure trail tread be natural surface.  Where the trail has yet to be 
formed, It is envisaged that trail markers will be placed at appropriate intervals along the proposed 
route and that a single trail with a natural surface tread will then establish along the marked route.   
 
This approach will minimise disturbance to the environment, minimise the opportunity for weeds to 
establish along the trail, and minimise the footprint of the trail.  There will be occasions where it is 
desirable to install erosion control measures, and these will be selected on a site by site basis. 
 
It may be appropriate to extend/complete some of the formed sections of the leisure trail 
(particularly down the east coast of the Peninsula).  It is proposed that the tread of these sections 
be constructed of locally produced crushed limestone.  Limestone is naturally occurring on the Pen-
insula and the surface will blend with the natural environment. 
 

Maintenance / cost of implementation 
The cost of implementation and on-going maintenance was raised as a potential issue.  The length 
of the trail (in excess of 500 km) does necessitate that implementation and on-going maintenance 
costs are kept to a minimum.  This is another reason why natural surface tread is proposed for the 
vast majority of the trail.  Given the rainfall, soil type and relatively modest traffic that the trail will 
attract for the first few years, natural tread should be appropriate for the majority of the coastline of 
the Yorke Peninsula.  Another significant positive aspect of a natural tread trail is the “natural” ex-
perience it creates for walkers and cyclists. 

©2009, COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE RURAL SOLUTIONS SA Environmental Consultants 



 30 

 

Issues arising from Community Meeting 

Dual use of the trail 
Potential conflict between walkers and cyclists on dual use sections of the trail was raised as a concern at the com-
munity meeting.  Potential causes for conflict identified at the community meeting were the perception of walkers 
that cyclists cause significant environmental damage, as well as the physical interaction between walkers and cy-
clists.   
 
The potential for physical impacts from mountain bikes has been identified in a number of studies as a predominant 
concern for trail managers and other users, and it appears that they generally attribute a disproportionately greater 
level of environmental impact to mountain bikes (Cressford 1995), but, as discussed above, research evidence to 
date has not established that mountain bike impacts are any “worse” than impacts from any other users.  One ques-
tion that should be addressed is that if an increased number of users to a site come on mountain bikes instead of 
as walkers, would the environmental impacts of the increased use be any greater? 
 
A perception that mountain bikes present a safety hazard to other users is as common as perceptions that they 
cause greater environmental impacts, but serious conflict issues between cyclists and walkers tend to be more of a 
perception than a reality (Cressford 1995).    
 

Private land 
Concern was expressed that there might be resistance to the siting of the leisure trail on private land.  At present, 
the Walk the Yorke leisure trail is sited, in the main, on a combination of Crown Land, Council Land and Private 
Land.  It is hoped that the leisure trail will generate community support and involvement and provide opportunities 
to landowners.  On the relatively few occasions where the trail is sited on Private Land, it is hoped that the District 
Council of Yorke Peninsula will be able to negotiate access for leisure trail users.  There are a number of examples 
where leisure trails are sited successfully on Private Land (e.g. Heysen Trail, South Australia). 
 
If agreement cannot be reached with a landowner/manager to site the trail on their property, it will be necessary to 
resite the trail such that it avoids that parcel of land.  
 

Refrerences 
 
Cressford G.R. 1995. Off-Road Impacts of Mountain Bikes: A Review and Discussion. Science and Research Se-

ries No. 92. Department of Conservation, Wellington, New Zealand. 
Kuss F.R., Graefe A.R. and Vaske J.J. 1990. Visitor Impact Management: Volume One – A Review of Research. 

National Parks and Conservation Association, Washington DC. 
Thurston E. and Reader R.J. 2001. Impacts of Experimentally Applied Mountain Biking and Hiking on Vegetation 

and Soil of a Deciduous Forest. Environmental Management. 27: 397-409. 
Wilson J.P. and Seney J.P. 1994. Erosional impacts of Hikers, Horses, Motocycles and Off-Road Bicycles on 

Mountain Trails in Montana. Mountain Research and Development. 47: 77-88. 
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Interaction of different user groups 
Multiple-use trails should be clearly marked as such and be carefully designed to ensure the needs of all 
trail users are considered.   
 
To proactively tackle potential sources of conflict between hikers and cyclists such as trail displacement, 
right of way and speed, changed trail experience and environmental impacts, a code of conduct for walk-
ers and cyclists will be developed and widely promoted. For example: one option would be to adopt the 
internationally recognised International Mountain Bike Association’s “Rules of the Trail”.  This code is 
based on mutual respect for other visitors, respect for the environment and supports minimising impact 
on trails: 
 

• Ride on open trails only.  It is your responsibility to find out where you can ride.  Respect land manag-
ers’ decisions about closures. 

• Leave no trace:  Keep to the trail.  Don’t cut corners.  Don’t skid. Don’t litter. 

• Control your bicycle: Obey speed limits.  Be aware of other trail users.  Ride within your ability. 

• Be courteous: Warn others of your approach.  Give way to other trail users. 

• Don’t startle animals: Give animals extra room and time to adjust to your presence. 

• Plan ahead: be prepared: know your equipment, your ability and the area you are riding.  Wear ap-
propriate clothing and a helmet. 
 
In the case of unresolved conflicts, management options ranging from prohibition to user separation may 
be necessary.   
 
It is also advised that the District Council of Yorke Peninsula develop a series of by-laws that relate di-
rectly to the Walk the Yorke leisure trail and enable the council to effectively manage any inappropriate 
behaviour by trail users (antisocial behaviour, environmental damage, camping in undesignated locations 
etc.). 

 
Safety considerations 
Informal trails have established, sometimes close to the cliff edge (see photo below).  It is not recom-
mended to create new or use existing trails close to the cliff edge for public safety reasons.  In some cir-
cumstances it may be necessary to engage landowners whose properties come within metres of the cliff 
edge in an effort to negotiate the siting of the trail on their land rather than at the very cliff edge. 
 
Another safety consideration is the occurrence of undercut limestone cliffs (see photo below).  Where 
undercut cliffs are present, it is recommended to make allowance for this and site the trail back from the 
cliffs to minimise the risk of cliff collapse injuring trail users. 

Informal trail in close proximity to 
cliff edge on east coast  

Undercut limestone cliffs near 
Stansbury  

Facilities 
A range of facilities and infrastructure already exist along the proposed route of the Walk the Yorke lei-
sure trail (e.g. see photos below).   
 
It is recommended that the Council conduct an audit of all existing infrastructure and facilities along the 
route of the leisure trail.  This information can then be used to identify where additional facilities are re-
quired.   
 
It is recommended that: 

• Campsites be no more than 20 km apart (and generally less). 

• All campsites provide: 

ο Drinking water 

ο Toilet facilities 

ο Some degree of shade 

ο Sheltered location for tents 

• Bench seats be installed at no more than 3 km intervals along the formed limestone sections of the 
trail. 

• Drinking water be available at no more than 10km intervals along the leisure trail. 

• Styles or similar be installed over fences where it is deemed necessary to ensure that motorbikes are 
excluded from accessing the trail. 

• Trail markers are placed at regular intervals along the natural surface tread sections of the leisure 
trail. 

• Direction markers are placed at trail heads and trail intersections. 

• Trail maps are installed at trail heads and distance markers are placed at a minimum of every 2 km. 

• Educational and interpretive signs are located at appropriate intervals along the trail. 
 
The style of additional facilities and signage is recommended in the indicative costings section. 

Port Clinton Caravan Park  Seat on section of existing trail  

Management considerations 

Hardwicke Bay

Public conveniences Existing campsite 

©2009, COMMERCIAL IN CONFIDENCE RURAL SOLUTIONS SA Environmental Consultants 



 32 

 

When the damage makes walking or riding along the trail more difficult, people tend to avoid the difficult 
areas by taking easier routes on either side.  This behaviour can result in unwanted track widening 
(Cressford 1995). 
 
The Walk the Yorke leisure trail has been sited to minimise the style of environmental degradation de-
scribed above, but sound trail management and maintenance will play an important role in minimising the 
environmental impact of the trail.  Namely: 
 

• Awareness of the risks described above. 

• Regular monitoring of trail condition – e.g. every 3 months. 

• Vehicle access will not be possible along the majority of the informal natural surface trail. 

• Trail maintenance, repair or modification along sections experiencing significant environmental dam-
age. 

• Periodic weed control. 
 
The potential for erosion, soil compaction and trail widening needs to be considered when locating the 
cycling trail, walking trail and shared use sections of the trial.  Environmentally inappropriate areas 
should be avoided, and where this is not possible environmental impacts can be minimise by avoiding 
steep downhill sections with tight curves and sandy areas.  In extreme situations where erosion is a prob-
lem, other management measures such as trail hardening may be necessary. 
 
The primary environmental consideration is to place the trail where there are appropriate soils that can 
withstand the impacts created by bicycles and avoid steep downhill sections, especially if the trail is 
shared with walkers.  Where steep downhill sections cannot be avoided or are desired, erosion preven-
tion measures (e.g. water bars) should be included at the planning stage.  Consideration should be given 
to the inclusion of curves to reduce the steepness of a slope and effectively reduce its length.  Care 
needs to be taken to ensure that curves are designed in such a way that they do not add to the erosion 
potential through increased skidding. 
 
Some illegal dumping of rubbish has occurred along the coastline of the Peninsula (see photo below).  It 
will be necessary to identify and remove such rubbish to ensure that it doesn’t pose a safety risk and de-
tract from the aesthetic qualities of the coastline. 

The Walk the Yorke leisure trail presents a significant opportunity to localise environmental impacts and 
manage the effects of people visiting the coast.  Numerous informal trails exist around the coastline of 
the peninsula.  The leisure trail has been sited to include the most environmentally appropriate of these 
trails, and it is recommended that those trails not incorporated into the leisure trail be closed and access 
actively discouraged by trail managers.  This will halt ongoing negative environmental impacts such as 
weed introduction, soil erosion and result in the regeneration of a significant area of coastal land. 
 
Formalised limestone trail 
Appropriate construction of formalised compacted limestone sections of the Walk the Yorke leisure trail 
should limit environmental damage including erosion subsequent to the impacts of the initial construction.  
Primary management considerations after the construction of the limestone trail include: 
 

• Regular weed assessment and management. 

• Construction of the compacted limestone trail will inevitably cause a degree of disturbance at the 
edge of the trail that might encourage the establishment of opportunistic weeds that traditionally establish 
in disturbed areas. 

• On Yorke Peninsula, these weeds could include: 

• Pincushion (Scabiosa atropurpurea), Salvation Jane (Echium plantagineum), Sea Spurge 
(Euphorbia paralias), Onion Weed (Asphodelus fistulosus), Horehound (Marrubium vulgare), 
Iceplant (Mesembryanthemum crystallinum). 

• Structural maintenance of trail. 

• Routine monitoring and, where necessary, repair of limestone trail. 

• Identification and repair of environmental damage caused by erosion. 
 
Informal natural surface trail 
A large proportion of the Walk the Yorke leisure trail is currently natural surface, although only a small 
proportion of the trail has been sited through native vegetation.   The early effects of trampling on a natu-
ral, undisturbed surface are injury and destruction of susceptible ground-level vegetation.  Some vegeta-
tion species and morphologies have greater capacity to survive trampling, so the species composition 
often changes along the route being formed.  Further use damages and removes vegetation and distur-
bance of underlying soils increases.  In the case of well drained soils (as predominate on coastal Yorke 
Peninsula), this disturbance can be compaction and reduced water infiltration capacity.  The occurrence 
of runoff can increase the effect of erosive pressures, particularly on slopes.   

Illegally dumped rubbish on the east coast of 
Yorke  

Environmental considerations 
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Some coastal areas of Yorke Peninsula have been identified as having a particularly high conservation 
value (see table 2 modified from Caton et al. 2007).  
 

Information signs will be designed to educate the public about each of these high conservation areas.  
Particular care will be taken during the design and construction of the leisure trail through these areas 
(see figure 5 for conservation status of coastline).  Certain sections of coastline and estuaries are pro-
tected within the Department for Environment and Heritage aquatic reserves and Heritage Agreements.  
Coastal Parks include: 
 

• Innes National Park; 

• Bird Island Conservation Park; 

• Leven Beach Conservation Park; 

• Point Davenport Conservation Park; 

• Troubridge Island Conservation Park; and 

• Clinton Conservation Park. 
 
Where the Walk the Yorke leisure trail has been sited within areas protected by the Department for Envi-
ronment and Heritage, extensive consultation with the Department is proposed in an effort to negotiate 
an outcome that is agreeable to all parties.   
 

Reference 
 

Caton B, Detmar S, Fotheringham D, Haby N, Royal M, Sandercock R. 2007. ‘Conservation Assessment 
of the Northern and Yorke Coast.’ Department for Environment and Heritage, Adelaide.   

Environmental 
Protected Areas  

Landform Location 

Beach ridges / saltmarsh Macs Beach 

Dunes Hardwicke bay 
Levens Beach Conservation Park 
Marion Bay 
Port Moorowie 
Port Rickaby to Port Victoria 
Sultana Point 
Tiddy Widdy 
Troubridge Hill to Waterloo Bay 

Cliffs – dune calcarenite Stenhouse Bay to Reef Head (Innes NP) 

Cliffs – dune calcarenite / Cliff top dunes West Cape to Roysten Head (Innes NP) 

Dunes / Headlands Daly Head to Point Annie 

Estuary Coobowie 

Dunes / Saltmarsh Cape Elizabeth 
Port Victoria to Reef Point 
Warburto Point 

Estuary / Dune / Saltmarsh Point Davenport Conservation Park 

Headlands / Islands / Cliffs  / Dunes Royston Head to Browns Beach (Innes NP) 

Mangrove / Saltmarsh Port Wakefield / Clinton Conservation Park 
Price 

Table 2. Coastal areas with significant conservation value (Caton et al. 2007). 

Figure 5. Yorke Peninsula coastal conservation priority status 
 
(Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report 2008)  
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Costings 
Trail construction 

Leisure trail tread 
 
Indicative costings for construction of the Walk the Yorke leisure trail are pre-
sented in table 3.  
 
Formed limestone tread 
Specifications: 

• Tread width 2m 

• Compacted crushed limestone 

• 150mm thick 
 
Estimated cost: 

• $14.38 per square metre 

• $28.76 per lineal metre 
 
This estimated cost is based on an estimated cost of $12.50 per square metre 
for construction in Perth (only available info) with a regional indicy of 115 ap-
plied (Rawlinsons 2009).  The price given includes grading, rolling and con-
solidating.  This price is for the completely installed trail and includes GST and 
profit normally applying at the commencement of 2009. 
 
This price assumes “average” site conditions.  The price given is for a quantity 
in the range of 500 to 1000 square metres.  Larger quantities are likely to re-
duce the price, for example road basecouse of 150mm thick limestone is ap-
proximately $8.30 per square metre in Perth (Rawlinsons 2009), but given that 
trail installation will not be in a central location, site condition is variable and 
trail construction may be sporadic as funding and planning progress, the 
higher price is potentially more realistic. 
 
No allowance has been included in the process for preliminaries such as site 
establishment, supervision, large equipment, notices and fees, insurance etc.  
Whilst prices include allowance for small tools and hand plant, separate provi-
sion must be made for preliminaries items as described in order to arrive at a 
realistic total cost.   
 
A 5% allowance has been included for Builders overheads and profit. 
 
Natural tread 
The natural surface tread will require no construction.  Being a natural surface, 
though, trail markers will be required, particularly early in the development of 
the trail, to show the location of the route.  The spacing of sign posts will vary 
dependent of the terrain.  In some sections, a defined natural surface trail al-
ready exists and trail markers can be infrequently spaced.  Where there is no 
pre-existing trail, trail markers may need to be spaced approximately every 
50m, and even closer in dense vegetation or undulating terrain.   
 
Trail markers can be as simple as 165 cm star posts with fluorescent marker 
paint at the top to increase visibility.  Such posts are easy to install and cost 
effective. 
Black star post (165cm): 

• $6.80 each + paint and installation 

• Total cost including installation might be $10.00 per post 

• Spacing will vary from site to site, but assuming an average of one marker 
every 100m, cost of markers will be approximately $100 per kilometre 
(including installation) 
 
 

Leisure trail 
component Item Unit cost 

Cost per kilometre 
(includes installation and 
GST) 

Approximate 
distance 

Indicative total 
costs* 

Leisure trail tread           

  

Compacted crushed lime-
stone - 2 m width, 150 
mm thickness 

$28.76 per lineal metre 
(price will decrease 
with increasing volume) $28,760 

65 km (rail 
trail) $1,869,400 

  Natural surface 
No specific tread con-
struction costs       

  
trail markers - 165 cm 
black star post 

$6.80 per post (approx. 
$10 with installation) 

$200.00 (assuming aver-
age spacing of at least 50 
m) 405 km $81,000 

Sign posts 
Square recycled plastic 
sign (125 mm x 125 mm 

$65.00 + $30.00 for 
addition of each small 
sign - excludes GST 
and installation 

$160.00 (assuming 2 small 
signs on each post and 1 
post per kilometre) 535 km $85,600 

  
Totem sign recycled plas-
tic (200 mm x 1.5 m) 

$107.00 + $35.00 for 
addition of each small 
plaque - excludes GST 
and installation 

$36.00 (assuming 1 small 
plaque per sign and an av-
erage of 1 sign every 5 km) 535 km $19,260 

Interpretive signs 

Podium interpretive recy-
cled plastic sign (800 x 
400 mm head mounted 
on 125 mm square post) 

$570.00 - includes 
printing but excludes 
GST and installation 

$264.00 (assuming an av-
erage of 1 sign every 2.5 
km) 535 km $141,240 

Display signs 

Recycled plastic display 
sign (1800 mm x 1200 
mm) 

$2,335 (includes 
graphic print, excludes 
GST and installation) 

$135.00 (assuming an av-
erage of 1 display sign 
every 20 km) 535 km $72,225 

Seating 
Recycled plastic bench 
seat (1.8 m) 

$350.00 - excludes 
GST and installation 

$166.00 (assuming 1 seat 
every 3 km along the 60 km 
of existing sealed/gravel 
trail) 60 km $9,960 

  
Poly shelter (one piece 
moulded plastic) 

$2,300 (excludes GST 
and installation) 

$264.00 (assuming an av-
erage of 1 shelter every 10 
km) 535 km $141,240 

        Total $2,419,925 

Table 3.  Indicative costing for selected elements of the Walk the Yorke leisure trail. 
 
*Note:  These costings exclude the section between Stenhouse Bay and Gym Beach which is currently under consideration by the Depart-
ment for Environment and Heritage.  No allowance has been made for trail planning or maintenance, and development and upgrade of camp-
ing facilities has not been considered in this costing.  The single largest project cost is the compacted crushed limestone tread of the rail trail 
section.  If the entire 65 km of this tread style were constructed, costs could potentially be reduced by a half to a third of that presented in the 
table above because of the large economies of scale.   
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Infrastructure 
It is suggested that recycled plastic be considered for much of the infrastructure associated with the Walk 
the Yorke leisure trail.  Using recycled plastic diverts material from landfill and demonstrates a commit-
ment to an environmentally sustainable future. 
 
Products made from recycled plastic are: 

• Low maintenance, 

• Colour is built in, 

• Material won’t split or rot, and 

• Material will outlast wood many times over in most applications. 
 
Seating 
 
In the majority of cases, a bench style seat surrounded by shade and shelter providing native vegetation 
is the recommended seating style.  Melaleuca lanceolata and coastal mallee and are ideal species to 
plant around seating to provide shade and shelter.  This natural shade and shelter will help blend the 
seating infrastructure into the environment.   
 
The Lyrebird bench seat (pictured below) manufactured by Replas Recycled Plastic Products is suitable 
for installation along the leisure trail, particularly the formed limestone sections.  The material is low 
maintenance, long lasting and extremely strong.  Graffiti is readily removed in the early stages using con-
ventional cleaning materials. 
 
The colour is built in and no painting is required. The material will not split, rot, be affected by insects, 
including white ants, or splinter. The initial cost compares favourably with alternatives made in steel, alu-
minium or timber. 
 
Lyrebird seat (Replas): 

• 1.8m length 

• 35kg 

• In ground 

• Green supports 

• $350 (excludes GST) 
 

Approximately 20 seats would be required to place one every 3 km along the 60km of existing trails.  
This would cost $7,000 (+ GST and installation) 

Lyrebird bench with green supports  

Another option on the formed sections of the leisure trail is the Rotapro Poly Shelter.  This is a one piece 
plastic moulding manufactured from high density polyethylene plastic.  The shelter has been designed to 
offer maximum protection from the sun, wind and rain, whilst allowing good visual access.  The shelter 
will not rust or rot and is well suited to salt environments.  Additionally, educational or interpretive sign 
can be easily attached to the shelter.  The shelters: 

• Can be installed in any environment, 

• Low maintenance, 

• Easy to install, 

• Can be relocated if necessary, 

• Graffiti resistant, 

• Vandal resistant, 

• Hard wearing, 

• Low maintenance, and 

• Australian made. 
 
The advantages of the Rotapro Poly Shelter along formed sections of the leisure trail include the provi-
sion of protection from wind, rain and sun, ease of installation and maintenance, suitability as bird hides 
(when positioned appropriately), and ability to fix signs to the sides of the shelter and above the seat. 
 
The negative aspects of the Rotapro Poly Shelter are that it may be difficult to transport to some sections 
of the formed trail and the bus shelter feel might detract from the natural vista and sense of harmony with 
nature that the leisure trail will inspire.  It is, therefore, suggested that the Rotapro Poly Shelter be used 
sparingly.  One circumstance where the shelters may prove ideal is where they can double as bird hides.  
In this context, careful placement of the shelter and appropriate planting around the shelter could provide 
shade and shelter whilst facilitating a memorable bird watching experience. 
 
Rotapro Poly Shelter: 

• $2,300 per unit (assuming quantity in the order of 15 to 20) 
For an additional $130, plastic mouldings could be fitted to accommodate interpretive signs on the sides 
of the shelter 

Costings 
Trail construction 

Rotapro Poly Shelter / bird hide  
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Educational and interpretive signs 
 
The Podium Sign (Replas) is a sensible option for displaying educational and interpretive material 
(pictured below). 
 
Podium sign (Replas): 

• 800 x 400 mm head mounted on 125mm x 1.5m post 

• 35kg 

• In ground 

• Green support 

• $570 (excludes GST) 

• Price includes a polycarbonate insert printed with the desired artwork 
 

If 1 interpretive sign was installed, on average, every 2.5km, the purchase cost would be approximately 
$114,000 (excludes GST, installation and artwork design) 
 
 
 
The Replas Display sign is another option for displaying information at trail heads. 
 
The recycled plastic Display sign comprises a single sheet of recycled-plastic panel fitted into side posts.  
A custom-made top and bottom piece can be attached to achieve a finished look and coloured lettering 
and logos can be routed into the panel.  
 
A digitally-printed plastic insert can be used in the sign as an alterative to routed lettering.  
 
Display sign: 

• 1800 X 1200 mm 

• Complete with graphic print 

• $2,335 (excludes GST and installation) 

Sign posts 
 
Post signs generally have two functions; they act as a guide sign and as a facility symbols 
sign.  The Replas square post sign is a suitable sign option and round, rectangular or square 
signs can be inserted neatly into Replas’ recycled-plastic post sign, and coloured lettering 
can be routed into the post or onto the top. 
 
Guide or ‘track reassurance’ signs are usually placed at path access points or intersections.  
Their function is to show destinations, highlight places of interest along the route and to let 
visitors know that they are on the right track.  It is suggested to add the Walk the Yorke logo 
to these sign posts to reinforce the brand. 
 
Facility symbols signs are designed to indicate the location of nearby facilities such as toilets 
or picnic tables. The facility symbol is often supported by a directional arrow.  Symbols signs 
are also an ideal way to remind visitors to the area about their obligations, through the use of 
prohibitive and regulatory symbols.  
 
Sign posts 

• 125 x 125 mm 

• 15 kg 

Totem sign 

A recycled plastic Totem sign is appropriate whenever detailed information or larger text is required, as 
they offer a bigger surface area than a post sign.  Information panels can be inserted neatly onto the To-
tem sign surface, while coloured lettering or logos can be routed into the post.  
 
A feature of Totem signs is that they can have signage routed flush on both sides. This can minimise 
costs because there is no need to use another totem to point in the opposite direction and secondly there 
are no additional installation costs. 
 
Totem sign: 

• 200mm Totem sign (1.5m) 

• $107 (excludes GST) 

• Add a small plaque ($35.00) 

• Add a horizontal or vertical line of text $60.00 
 

Reference 
 

Rawlinsons Australian Construction handbook. Edition 27, 2009. Rawlinsons Publishing, Quality Press, 
Osborne Park, Western Australia.   

Costings 
Trail construction 
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It is envisaged that the Progress Associations on Yorke Peninsula will partner with the District Council of 
Yorke Peninsula to construct many of the sections of the Walk the Yorke leisure trail.   
 
It is suggested the following sequence be followed when considering the construction of a section of the 
leisure trail: 
 

• Read this concept plan, 

• Read the Trails SA Sustainable Recreational Trails Guidelines for the Planning, Design, Construction 
and Maintenance of Recreational Trails in South Australia, 

• Arrange a meeting with the District Council of Yorke Peninsula (current contact is Mr Stephen Golds-
worthy) to discuss your intentions and obtain high resolution maps of the proposed trail location within 
the area of interest, 

• Arrange and conduct a meeting with key stakeholders, including a Narrunga Indigenous community 
representative, land managers etc, to discuss and agree upon: 

ο Location of the trail 

ο Construction specifications 

ο Signage 

ο Interpretive and educational material 

ο Decide on appropriate themes for area of interest 

ο Construction schedule 

ο Economic opportunities that will be pursued 

ο Accommodation, ecotourism, equipment purchase and hire, transport, long-term car parking 
etc. 

ο Project funding 

ο Consider seeking sponsorship for leisure trail from local and regional businesses 

• Discuss the outcomes of the meeting with the District Council of Yorke Peninsula, 

• If the trail is sited on Crown Land, seek approval and support for trail construction in the area of inter-
est from a Crown Land manager from the Department for Environment and Heritage, 

• Damage to native vegetation is to be avoided where possible.  Where options are limited and native 
vegetation is likely to be removed or damaged during construction of the trail, contact the Native Vegeta-
tion Council and seek approval prior to the removal of the native vegetation, 

• Where the leisure trail is sited on private land, negotiate the construction of the trail with the land 
manager.  If no agreement can be reached, consider an alternative trail location.  Discuss this alternative 
location with the District Council of Yorke Peninsula, 

• Where the leisure trail is sited on land managed by the District Council of Yorke Peninsula, liaise with 
the council with regard to all on-ground activities, 

• Discuss and agree upon an on-going maintenance regime with the District Council of Yorke Penin-
sula, 

• While construction of the trail may be the catalyst to achieve environmental rehabilitation, it is impor-
tant that an ongoing maintenance regime is established. 

Moving forward 
Construction 
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Appendix 1. Yorke Peninsula temperature and rainfall 
 
(Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report 2008)  

Appendix 2. Yorke Peninsula land types 
 
(Northern and Yorke Regional NRM Plan Volume A: State of the Region Report 2008)  
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