
  
 

 

Submission Template  

Local Government Bill – Exposure Draft 

Name  Matthew Jarvis 
 

If you work in an organisation or council, please provide the following information: 

Organisation or council name Greater Shepparton City Council 

Position Manager Finance and Rates 

Are you providing this 
submission on behalf of the 
organisation or council? 

Organisation 
 

 

Key information about making a submission 
 
What feedback should I provide on the exposure draft bill? 
Following an extensive consultation process that considered the policy issues that underpin the Local Government Act, 
we are now seeking feedback on the Local Government Exposure Draft Bill to inform the final draft legislation before 
the Government reviews it to present to the Victorian Parliament. We strongly encourage you to read the explanatory 
document (A New Local Government Act for Victoria) to assist you to navigate the draft legislation. 
 
What is the closing date for submissions? 
The closing date for submissions is 5:00 pm, Friday 23 February 2018. Given that the draft bill is subject to 
parliamentary timeframes, submissions received after this date will be considered at the Government’s discretion.  
 

How do I make a submission? 
Submissions can be made in three ways: 

• Online by uploading your submission to the www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.au website 

• Emailing your submission to local.government@delwp.vic.gov.au  

• Posting your submission to: 
Local Government Act Review Secretariat 
C/o Local Government Victoria,  
PO Box 500, Melbourne VIC 3002 

 
How do I complete this template?  
To complete this template:  

(1) Locate the part of the Draft Bill you wish to comment on.  
(2) Insert the clause number, your level of support for the clause, the proposed change and any other comments 

into the table.  
 
Can I provide a submission in another format? 
It is strongly preferred for submissions to be made by completing this template. However, if another format suits your 
needs or the requirements of your organisation you are welcome to use another format.  
 
Will submissions be made publicly available? 
Written submissions and the name of the author will be published on the www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.au 
website unless confidentiality is requested and the Executive Director of Local Government Victoria grants it, or if it is 
determined your submission should remain confidential. Submissions that are defamatory or offensive will not be 
published.  
 
Please contact the Local Government Act Review Secretariat if you have any questions on (03) 9948 8518 or 
local.government@delwp.vic.gov.au  

http://www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.au/
mailto:local.government@delwp.vic.gov.au
http://www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.au/
mailto:local.government@delwp.vic.gov.au


Part 4: Planning and financial management 

 

Clause (No.)  Support / Do Not 
Support / Neutral 

What changes do you propose and why? Are there any other comments you would like to make 
on this clause? 

88 Revenue and 
Rating Plan 

Neutral The concept of preparing and adopting a Revenue and Rating 
Plan by the next 30 June after a general election is supported, 
however, for any new Councillors getting a proper 
understanding of rating strategies within that time is very 
challenging.  

Councillors having another 12 months experience before 
deliberating on a revised rating strategy would lead to better 
decisions being made. 

90 Revised 
Budget 

Support The wording of this clause provides greater clarity around 
when a revised budget is required. 

 

92(3) Quarterly 
Budget Report 

Do not support This is not supported. For Greater Shepparton City Council 
there is currently no January ordinary council meeting. This 
means the second quarterly report would not be presented at 
an open meeting until mid-February. Therefore, a statement 
from the Chief Executive Officer about the need for a revised 
budget at that time would no longer be relevant (not timely). 

 

95(2)(b) Meeting 
to consider 
annual report 

Neutral The wording of clause (b) is slightly confusing. Should read as 
“in any other year, within 4 months FROM the end of the 
financial year”. 

 

 

 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 4 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

 
 
 
 



Part 5: Rates and charges 

 

Clause (No.)  Support / Do Not 
Support / Neutral 

What changes do you propose and why? Are there any other comments you would like to make 
on this clause? 

121(1) Payment Do not support A number of Victorian councils do not provide lump sum as a 
formal payment option. The current wording of clause 121(1) 
indicates this would be a mandatory option for all councils. 
Clause 121(2) is better placed to allow councils to choose 
whether lump sum is offered or not.  

Lump sum payments with the gazetted due date of February 
make it difficult for Councils to identify those ratepayers who 
are struggling to (or not intending to) pay their rates. 
Currently, councils have to assume a ratepayer who missed the 
first instalment has chosen the lump sum option in February. 
For those that don’t meet the February date, this leaves 
Council a minimal amount of time within the financial year to 
follow up the outstanding debt – increasing chances of arrears 
flowing through to the next financial year,  the implementation 
of formal debt collection costs and procedures, and ratepayer 
angst.  By removing the formal lump sum option,  Councils can 
then rely on the first instalment date (September) as an 
indication whether ratepayers are able to meet their obligation 
and allow council to negotiate payment arrangements without 
the need of formal debt collection nor penalty interest.  
Ratepayers who wish to pay in full, can still choose to do so, 
however will need to be mindful about how penalty interest is 
calculated on outstanding rates (see feedback on clause 
122(2)). 
 

122(2) Council 
May Charge 
Interest 

Neutral The wording of clause 122(2) is confusing – in particular caused 
by the inclusion of the lump sum option. For all stakeholders 
this clause needs to be simplified. 

 

130(1) Council 
may sell property 
to recover unpaid 
municipal rates, 
service charges 
or special 
purpose charges 

Neutral The requirement for Council to sell (or transfer) the property 
for an amount equal to or more than an independent valuation 
not 6 months old arguably encourages council to transfer 
properties to itself rather than sell. Restrictions with access to 
properties, particularly those that are occupied, make it 
difficult for valuers to get on site and make an accurate 
valuation and buyers to get on site and conduct full due 
diligence. The preferred transaction would be a sale to an 
independent buyer rather than a transfer to Council. 

The Act should ensure that Council’s do not conduct ‘fire sales’ 
and sell properties for well below amounts they are worth. 
However, limiting sales to at least match valuation estimates 
does not allow any margin for normal market negotiations.  
The Act should provide some flexibility for Councils to be able 
to negotiate an amount that is below but still close to the 
valuation. 



 

 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 5 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

 
 
 
 
 



 


