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HAT HILL ROAD DIRT JUMP SITE 
RELOCATION 

 
Draft way forward for comment  
prior to presentation to Council

Background 
The area of the approved land sale at Hat Hill Road in Blackheath includes a 
temporary Dirt Jump as per the Dirt Jump Strategy (approved by Council in October 
2002). Council has approved the relocation of this Dirt Jump site as part of the land 
sale package.  Consultation has occurred to determine the optimum way to create a 
new site, with the Community and with Council’s Environmental Team. The proposed 
alternative sites are zoned Bushland Conservation (LEP 91) on which Recreation 
Facilities are permissible. This report outlines the consultation that occurred seeks 
support for a way forward that can lead to another interim site and foreshadows a 
permanent site.  
 
Work on the review of the Dirt Jump Strategy is due to commence this financial year, 
with an exhibition of the draft revision expected to occur around March 2013.  This 
document is expected to give strategic direction on the provision and placement of 
dirt jump sites across the Mountains including Blackheath.  
 
Consultation 
The users of the Hat Hill Dirt Jump site were invited to two meetings via; 

 Newspaper advertisements, 

 Fliers on site, at the current Dirt Bike Jump site and the adjacent Dog Off-
Leash area 

 Fliers throughout the Blackheath shops 

 Communication through bike riding networks through key stakeholders 

 Fliers on site, at Blackheath’s other dog off-leash site, and in local shops, 

 Through the local vet and 

 On the web-page of the Blue Mountains Dog Off-Leash Group. 
 
An evening meeting and an on-site weekend meeting were held to discuss 
possibilities.   
 

Outcomes 
After consultation two sites were selected for assessment with the community.  The 
sites are shown in the attached map and include; 
Site A – the cleared site; this is zoned Bushland Conservation (LEP 91) and both 
Recreation Facilities and Recreation Areas are permissible. The site was selected on 
the precautionary principle because, besides being near the existing site but not in 
the dog off-leash site, it is already mostly cleared so the footprint of development can 
be minimised. 
Site B – the bush site; is also Bushland Conservation (LEP 91) and so a Dirt Jump 
site is permissible.  This site was selected by some Dirt Jump riders.  It is marginally 
closer to the existing site but still has an unformed road as a buffer between the 
adjacent residence. Being in the bush, it meets more of the technical requirements 
for dirt jump construction.  The bush will be reviewed for the degree of impact a new 
Dirt Jump site would create in the near future.   It appears to have been partially 
cleared in the past and is in average condition, having intact layers of trees, shrubs 
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and ground covers but it does include a variety of weeds including mature pine trees, 
holly, Portuguese heath, cherry laurel and broome. Development on this site could 
potentially be opposed by environmental groups.   
 
The Dirt Jump community identified the following factors as being important to a 
successful dirt jump site; 
Shade from trees - so that jumps do not dry out and lose their shape.  This is one of 
the main reasons that all existing sites, formal or informal, that have been 
constructed in the Mountains to date have been in bushland.  This could be 
considered to conflict with the Council resolution of 8 October 2002 that “Council 
endorse the further investigation of potential long-term sites with the objective that 
dirt jump sites will be located and managed as intensive recreation rather than 
bushland recreation facilities.”  
Good soil – with high clay content and low rock content, so that jumps can be 
shaped and hold their shape 
Emergency assistance - Proximity to residents and mobile phone reception  
Existing jumps – and the ability to rework jumps to create ongoing challenge 
Level site – this makes construction easier and reduces the damage by erosion and 
sedimentation 
Partial visibility – feel need to be in sight for supervision but not ‘in-the-face’ of the 
community 
Availability of water for creation and maintenance of jumps 
Assurance of long term viability of site - to give confidence that site is worth 
investing time and money in. This requirement arises from the knowledge that the 
site is interim and could potentially be closed in the future.  
Parking - some off-street parking is considered desirable 
 
Other community members raised issues relating to loss of vegetation due to dirt 
jump creation and ‘stranger danger’.  
 
The Dirt Jump community who participated in the consultation made their 

preferences for a Blackheath Dirt Jump site clear.  They are in order; 

1 For the existing Dirt Jump site to remain where it is and become a recreation 
reserve, 

2 For the existing Dirt Jump site to remain where it is for as long as it takes for 
site A to be regenerated and developed, 

3 For a new site to be developed at site B, with input from a professional track 
builder or 

4 Council not to provide any alternative site as no option approaches the 
existing site for quality and therefore it would not get used.  

 
The Recreation Team have reviewed these options and assessed the preferences 
against the factors noted above and their compatibility with the time frames for the 
land sale.   The assessment is shown in the table below.  
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Assessment 
criteria 

Existing site –  
Assuming land 
sale occurs 

Site A - Cleared site Site B - Bush site 

Shade from 
trees 

Yes – until sold No  Yes, but not as good 
as existing site 

Good soil  Yes No Yes, but not as good 
as existing site 

Emergency 
assistance  

Visible from 
neighbours and 
Mobile phone 
reception 

Mobile phone 
reception 

Mobile phone 
reception 

Existing jumps Yes – until sold Could be created – 
see discussion on 
process below 

Could be created – 
see discussion on 
process below 

Level to 
slightly sloped 
site 

Level Slightly sloped Level 

Partial 
visibility 

Yes – until sold Very open Medium to poor 
visibility 

Availability of 
water 

Yes; From co-
operative 
neighbours 

Potential to connect 
water or create small 
pond 

Potential to connect 
water or create small 
pond 

Assurance of 
long term 
viability of site 

No Can become long 
term when Dirt Jump 
Strategy is reviewed 
in 2013 

Can become long 
term when Dirt Jump 
Strategy is reviewed 
in 2013 

Ongoing 
provision of a 
Dirt Jump Site 

No; see notes on 
timing below 

No, if need lead time 
for trees to become 
established is 
important 

Yes – if site can be 
established within 
next six months 

Parking 
 

Yes Can be provided Can be provided 

 
 
Timing 

The area containing the current dirt jump site is currently on the market for sale.  At 

any time some-one may purchase one or more of the blocks on which the Dirt Jump 

Site occurs.  Final settlement will not take place until all the services have been 

provided which is expected to occur around March 2013.  The site is expected to be 

available as it is, until February 2013.   

 
The review of the Dirt Jump Strategy is not expected to be complete until June 2013.  
Significant investment in a site which may be relocated within one year is not 
considered worthwhile, but some simple provision is possible until a permanent site 
is determined.  
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It is possible that there will be a length of time between the closure of the existing 
Hat Hill Dirt Jump site and the establishment of a new one.  
 
 
Construction of jumps; many of the local users enjoy the construction element of 
Dirt Jumping, however the work required to rebuild a whole new track is considered 
more than could be reasonably expected.   Professional development of the site is 
not considered warranted for an interim site as costs are in the order of $20,000 to 
$25,000 for design and construction plus soil costs.  This could be considered for 
permanent sites.  
 
An alternative is to supply around 2000 cubic metres of appropriate soil and provide 
small earthmoving equipment and operators to work with the Dirt Jumpers to set up 
the new track.  The cost of soil depends on availability and cartage.  The cost of the 
earthmoving, assuming two days work on a weekend may be in the order of $4,000. 
 

PROPOSED WAY FORWARD 

The above table shows that the existing site is very good for the Dirt Jump 
community.  In view of the land sale and of the above assessment the recommended 
way forward is for Site A to be developed in the short term through provision of soil 
and earthmoving assistance, and that in the long term site B, or another site as 
determined in the revised Dirt Jump Strategy, is considered for the permanent site 
with a possibility of professional input into jump construction.  

 
Over the next 3 months the Recreation Team will; 

 undertake further research into the degree of impact on the bush values that 
might arise from Dirt Jump development  and how to mitigate that impact, 

 consult further with the Dirt Jump community on how another interim site could 
best be developed, see notes on construction methods below, and 

 liaise with project management as to what opportunities there are for synergies 
or efficiencies with the proposed civil works for the land sale and the works 
required on site.   

 
Also arising from the consultation is the need, in the longer term, for the Recreation 
Team to; 

 Ensure all users know where the new site is, and  

  When the Dirt Jump Strategy is reviewed, consider having the new site 
confirmed as a permanent site.  
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