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The Stokehouse has an affectionate position in the eyes of the public as witnessed in the outpouring of 
commentary post the fire of early 2014. Many Melburnians have their own special memories and 
recollections of visiting this iconic destination, whether it be for a celebration of some kind, or simply an 
informal visit to watch the sun go down and remind ourselves that we live on the edge of a bay. As a 
centrepiece for the St Kilda Promenade, the old Stokehouse stood as an iconic touchstone in a greater 
experience.

St Kilda is one of the most significant suburbs in the context of Melbourne. At the end of a tramline 
journey which takes you from the City to the water’s edge you can witness St Kilda’s unique Promenade 
and beach side culture which is different to other parts of the country. A journey to St Kilda reconnects us 
with bygone eras with its art deco buildings and its associated byplay of exotica, excess and intrigue.

This proposal for the new Stokehouse recognises the past while acknowledging the importance of a new 
beginning. The idea for the built form has been generated through an understanding that the old
Stokehouse significantly contributed to the local context and the characteristics that somehow define St 
Kilda’s own unique character – its “St Kilda-ness”.

The Promenade forms the edge condition to this experience and sometimes you can see this very “St 
Kilda-ness” as it manifests itself in the very public display of “promenading”. This is the atmosphere that 
we expect and seek out when visiting St Kilda - the new building emerges out of this understanding and 
should be about embracing the role of renewal while consolidating what is already remarkable.

The new building has been imagined as an amplified silhouette of gables, a roof form with its own unique 
topography. Importantly, this recalls the old building and how our subconscious memories might recall 
the gable ends as being more heroic in scale than they actually were. The western edge of the new 
building fronts the Promenade and the form folds back and forth embracing the existing Palm trees out of 
respect for a significant landscape condition. The ground plane of the building is slightly elevated to better 
integrate the relationship between the building and the Promenade and new seating details have been 
introduced into the forecourt which are familiar to the existing Promenade condition. This removes the 
sense of an implied barrier which previously existed between the public and private realms and results in 
a new easy fit that compliments both conditions.

The plan form of the building has been skewed to introduce a sense of movement across the west and 
east facades through a series of shifting gables. As a result both the Promenade elevation and the Jacka 
Boulevard elevation appear as a collection of smaller buildings reducing the apparent scale. This 
manipulation of the facades also enables the “true” gable ends to be seen from an oblique approach 
improving the sense of engagement and entry.

When arriving from Jacka Boulevard the middle gable suggests a welcoming and permeable point of 
entry with transparent glazing that enables the visitors to look straight through to the water and 
horizon line beyond. As twilight approaches the façade silhouette would appear backlit and glowing like a 
welcoming lantern. Internal movement would be veiled but clearly evident, promoting an exciting sense of 
activity and intrigue.

A bridge connection across the often frantic Jacka Boulevard has been suggested as a possible idea 
to improve public access from the car park to the Promenade, Surf Life Saving Club, Stokehouse and 
Donovans. The bridge would also serve as an important linking role in future development of the Triangle 
Site and the associated connection of public space between the beachfront and higher boulevard that is 
currently bisected by a busy road.

The primary facade material for the new building is naturally weathered recycled timber battens, a 
sustainable and robust material that is completely at ease in this location protecting the building like the 
outer husk of a seed.  Viewed from above and behind the roof topography will present as a 
sculptural entity in its own right - its materiality displayed as a series of overlapping metallic copper 
shingles shimmering in ever changing light conditions . Such a material with its slight reflectivity will 
record the dramatic weather conditions on the façade and roof as clouds move and sunlight momentarily 
breaks through to heighten the dramatic interface between sea and land that the Stokehouse will 
continue to stand between.

A pragmatic advantage of the gabled roof forms will enable the mechanical services/ plant and roof vents 
to be integrated into ventilated space concealed within the roof form itself. This strategy acknowledges 
the importance of the presentation of the building and its roof-scape when viewed from the higher St Kilda 
Boulevard and residential precinct above the beach.

We like the formality that the silhouette of the gables reflects however we also like the fact that on closer 
inspection the manipulated form of the building reveals a more informal and sculptural object that seems 
at completely at ease in its context.  This is what we enjoyed about visiting the original Stokehouse - the 
formality of the sense of occasion contrasted against the relaxed quirk of an iconic St Kilda experience - 
always different and always memorable.
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CAFE ENTRY
RESTAURANT ENTRY
BATHROOM / WET AREAS
STORE
BAR
KITCHEN / BOH / COOL ROOMS
BIN STORE
VERTICAL LOADING DOCK
INDOOR DINING
SEMI-ENCLOSED DINING
OUTDOOR DINING

VEHICLE WAITING AREA
DROP-OFF
DISABLED PARKING
KEG / POST-MIX ROOM
COOL STORES
PRIVATE DINING / BAR (OPTIONAL)
DISPLAY CELLAR
LIGHT / VENTILATION VOID
INTEGRATED PLANT ROOM / SOLAR PANELS
STORM WATER HARVESTING / TANK
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE (OPTIONAL)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

3 45
6

9

10

16

2020

6

6 36

8

17

1

2

RESTAURANT DINING AND FUNCTION SPACEPUBLIC ENTRY

SOUTH WEST PROMENADE

jacksonclementsburrows

15M10520

NORTH WEST PROMENADE

JACKA BOULEVARD

SECTION 1:250

BASEMENT PLAN

GROUND FLOOR  PLAN
JACKA BOULEVARD

BEACH

PROMENADE

FIRST FLOOR  PLAN


