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Figure 1

Glass House regional walk plan.
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GLASS HOUSE REGIONAL WALK/RIDE OVERVIEW

Aspirational Goal

Create an interconnected nature-based recreation trail 
network that allows visitors to choose from a range of 
opportunities to engage in the natural and scenic 
spaces of the Glass House Mountains with a view to 
becoming a signature destination on the Sunshine 
Coast. 

Promote local communities by connecting them to 
the surrounding national parks and state forests, 
along with each other, and provide economic and 
health outcomes in both the local and greater 
Sunshine Coast region.

Glass House Mountains Overview

Glass House Mountain peaks are a distinctive 
landmark in the Sunshine Coast hinterland. Craggy 
peaks tower over a scenic patchwork of pine 
plantations, bushland and cultivated fields. Many of 
the peaks in Glass House Mountains National Park 
are protected and are listed on the Queensland and 
National Heritage Register as a landscape of 
national significance. Named by Lieutenant James 
Cook during his epic voyage along Australia's east 
coast, the Glass House Mountains are intrusive plugs 
formed by volcanic activity millions of years ago. 
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BEERBURRUM TRAILHEAD & NEW TRAIL NETWORK

Beerburrum Trailhead

This is a partnership betwen Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) and 
Sunshine Coast Council to anchor a 
southern trailhead and access point into 
the local community of Beerburrum with 
the following goals:

To create a southern engagement point to 
help spread increased interest in the 
mountains.

To make the trails accessible from the train 
line and allow for a range of access 
opportunities from Brisbane, reducing the 
need for individual vehicles to access the 
Glasshouse Mountain region.

To connect Beerburrum township with the 
surrounding natural areas.

To facilitate community recreational 
activities on one of the mountains that 
can better handle the use rate.

To provide an educational space for all 
visitors, particularly youth, with the 
creation of a low-key nature play space to 
encourage the exploration of natural 
settings.

Southern trailhead plan.
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Figure 1PARROT PARK ENVIRONMENTAL RESERVE

Parrot Park Environmental Reserve 
Recreational Service Level 

Parrot Park Environmental Reserve is a district level 
reserve with a Biodiversity Rank 1 and no recorded 
Recreational Rank. It is proposed that we establish an  R1 
service level post development to bring this in line with 
the nature of the proposed recreational space. As 
discussed on the previous page, this is in line with the 
expected increase in use level given the change to the 
Glasshouse region and the linkage role this space will 
play as the major southern trailhead location. This would 
necessitate an increase in operational funding to cover 
the services as per the table below.
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Parrot Park Environmental Reserve .

Estimated Operational Cost

Depending on development level it is estimated that the operational cost would begin at $10,000 pa. and potentially 
range up to $30,000 pa. This is highly dependant on the final level of development and would be spread across multiple 
council branches based on their management responsibilities.
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The project goal is to create an 
interconnected nature-based recreation trail 
network, promoting access from the 
southern point of the region with 
wayfinding signage that begins from 
Beerburrum Train Station connecting to 
Parrot Bushland Reserve trailhead.  

Working in collaboration with QPWS the goal 
is to provide an integrated theme of signage 
and way�nding through the Glass House 
Regional trail system regardless of land 
tenure. This will create a unique identity to 
the Glass House Mountains trail system, 
allowing the outdoor recreational user to 
experience a seamless walk/ride.

The desire is to promote and encourage the 
community and visitors to engage with the 
mountains without the need to drive to each 
location.



01

GLASS HOUSE MOUNTAINS PEAKS WALK, BEERBURRUM
LANDSCAPE CONCEPT PLAN

6
REV A

Issued  10/05/2018
Project no. D-3705
Scale:

EX
TE

N
T 

O
F 

W
O

RK

EXISTING PATHWAY

11

So
ld

ie
r S

et
tle

rs
 T

ra
il

to
  l

ookout

EXISTING CAR PARK

1

2
3

Landscape Concept Plan - Stages
LEGEND
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STAGE 1

STAGE 2

STAGE 3
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1

2

3

4

Proposed new pathway to Park entrance.

Additional parking spaces.

Park entrance and information boards.

Picnic area, bike racks and drinking fountain.

Yarning circle.

Equal access interpretive trail.

General open space area.

Nature play space.

Street screening and softscape.

Native Bee food garden.

Future toilet facilities and picnic area.
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STAGE DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The following table highlights the staged nature of this project with clear triggers for each stage of development of this trailhead facility.  Stage One has been actioned by QPWS 
commencing the build on two new trails that link Beerburrum township to the summit and a new Class Five Adventurous Walking Trail.  Stage Two is dependent on further 
negotiation with QPWS around some of the elements that could be placed at the trailhead along with further testing of the need/desirability of the elements proposed.  Stage Three is 
an optional extension of services that is dependent on the level of visitation the site attracts over time and would not be implemented until required by the community.

.

.

.
with the Mountains.

Stage 3: Optional provision of services to deal with visitation numbers as they increase over time.



Park entrance.

Figure 1:  Concept plan, park entrance.
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Concept Plan, Park Entrance - STAGE 1
LEGEND
01 Park entrance name custom sign.

02 Undercover information panels and trailhead map.

04

05

Yarning circle.

Picnic settings on a concrete slab.

General open space area.

Drinking fountain and 'T' connection for mobile food van.

General waste bin.

06

07 Custom bike rack.

08

09 Softscape and planting with native plants.

10 Wooden bollards.

11 Additional parking spaces.
12 Reserve space for mobile food van.

Figure 1
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Concept Components
Refer to the concept plan for location and layout.

01 New Pathway to Main Entry point.
Provide an equal access shared cycle and pedestrian Class 1 pathway,
linking existing pathway to main entry point of Parrot Bushland Reserve.

This path will meander through native trees, and provide an opportunity for
visitors, including those with reduced mobility, to experience the cultural and
natural surroundings of Beerburrum.

Example of a pathway.

02 Additional Parking Spaces
After analysing the existing car park capacity of 38 spaces, �ndings indicate that by adding an 
additional 18 spaces the location will accommodate the weekly school use and also the growing 
amount of visitors to the southern Glass House Mountain trailhead, creating a total of 56 parking
spaces. 

Existing car park.
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 Example of a undercover trailhead map. Example of bike rack.

04 Park amenities.

Provide a space with a picnic area, including two picnic settings on a concrete slab,
a drinking fountain,  a custom bike rack that matches the nature of the landscape and a 
designated parking space for a food van.

STAGE 1

03 Park entrance and information boards.

Provide a new entry to Parrot Park Bushland Reserve, 
including  a custom  park  name entry sign, 2-3 undercover 
information boards and a trailhead map.

This will be done in partnership with QPWS to create a 
seamless user experience between the reserve and national 
park.
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STAGE 1

Example of a picnic setting.Designated space for pop-up food van.

04 Park amenities.
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Example of a Yarning Circle. Example of  a intepretive  trail.

STAGE 1

05 Yarning Circle.

A Yarning Circle will provide a cultural connection to the site, allowing 
students and groups to meet and share knowledge of the land and its 
history.

STAGE 2

06 Interpretive Trail.

An equal access interpretive trail will allow the user to take part in a short walk (250m) through, 
Parrot Bushland Reserve. Along the way the user will �nd informative signs, and have the 
opportunity to view wildlife, birds and numerous plant species native to the site. 
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General Open Space.

Example of general open space.

Provide a 200 sqm turfed area where groups can undertake outdoor exercise, 
promoting health and wellbeing in the community.

Some of these activities could include: boot camp training, yoga, stretch classes, 
etc.

The surface must be semi-durable to undertake a variety of training, including 
lifting objects, pulling and pushing tyres, and attaching ropes, etc.

08 Nature Play Space.

A nature play space will encourage children to spend more time outdoors in a semi-
natural setting. 

This space acts as a learning tool, teaching children how to interact physically with the natural 
world.

By strategically positioning the space, it will act as a gateway activity that can lead into the national 
park. 

Example of  a Nature Play Space.

07

STAGE 2
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Example of  a landscape screen.

1009 Native Bee Food Garden.

Example of native bee hives.

STAGE 2

A combined entry statement and safety screen to establish the presence of the 
trailhead and also to prevent students from the local school from crossing the 
main road in an unsafe manner. This could be done with some low key art form 
acting as a barrier.

Entry Statement

for the bees. Potential for native Hives display and information.
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Example of  a picnic setting.

STAGE 3

Future Toilet Facility.

Example of toilet facilities.

11

Include future planning (usage dependant) for an area where a toilet block 
could be constructed.
This toilet block is proposed to have one x equal-access toilet, one x unisex 
toilet and undercover external wash basins.

Included in future planning (usage dependant) is an extra picnic area with
Picnic settings. A shelter could also be provided.

11

11 Future Picnic Area.
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