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Inland Rail moves to next phase of engagement on Darling Downs  

The Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) is entering a new phase of consultation on the Inland 

Rail section between the Queensland Border and Gowrie near Toowoomba. 

Senior Project Manager Rob Smith said the study area for most of the section between the Border and 

Gowrie has been refined and a focused area for investigation established. 

“It is an ongoing process and we will continue to consult widely as we refine the study area down from 

approximately 2km wide to the final rail corridor which will be around 40 to 60 metres,” Mr Smith said. 

“The refined focus area has already resulted in a reduction of the number of landowners who may be 

affected in the study area from almost 1300 to approximately 250.” 

“We still have a long way to go with the process with around 18-months of studies and approvals 

before construction, but we are trying to give people as much certainty as we can, as soon as we can,” 

he said. 

Mr Smith said ARTC was currently meeting one-on-one with landowners in the focus area to better 

understand each property’s individual characteristics and how they use their property. 

“All the information we are gathering is fed into the design process and a lot of preliminary design work 

has already been undertaken including engineering, hydrological, geotechnical and other 

environmental surveys. We are doing this in consultation with the local community as we need local 

knowledge to get the best result,” he said. 

“As we enter this more detailed phase of studies we are taking care to meet with individual landowners 

and discuss what is important to them. We understand that landowners’ properties are critically 

important to them and many have queries about what Inland Rail is going to mean to them and they 

remain our primary focus as we refine the focus area for our investigations.” 

Mr Smith said ARTC was holding information sessions this month to update communities along the 

section on the progress being made on Inland Rail.  

“We want to give the community an update about where we at in the design process and also hear 

about what is important to them such as flooding, levels crossings and noise,” he said. 

Community information sessions will be held at: 

• 10 November from 9am to 12 noon at the Pittsworth Function Centre, 

• 10 November from 1.30pm to 4.30pm at the Millmerran Cultural and Community Centre, 

• 13 November from 11am to 1pm at the Toowoomba ARTC Office, 

• 13 November from 3.30pm to 5.30pm at the Kingsthorpe and District War Memorial Hall, 

• 14 November from 11am to 2pm at the Southbrook Hall, Southbrook, 

• 14 November from 3.30pm to 7.30pm at the Brookstead Hall, Brookstead, 

• 20 November from 5.30pm to 7.30pm at Inglewood Civic Centre, Inglewood, and 

• 21 November from 5.30pm to 7.30pm at Yelarbon and District Soldiers Memorial Hall. 
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