
  
 

 

Submission Template  

Local Government Bill – Exposure Draft 

Name Len Leslie 
 

If you work in an organisation or council, please provide the following information: 

Organisation or council name Country Fire Authority 

Position Manager Natural Environment and Bushfire Safety 

Are you providing this 
submission on behalf of the 
organisation or council? 

Organisation 
 

 

Key information about making a submission 
 
What feedback should I provide on the exposure draft bill? 
Following an extensive consultation process that considered the policy issues that underpin the Local Government Act, 
we are now seeking feedback on the Local Government Exposure Draft Bill to inform the final draft legislation before 
the Government reviews it to present to the Victorian Parliament. We strongly encourage you to read the explanatory 
document (A New Local Government Act for Victoria) to assist you to navigate the draft legislation. 
 
What is the closing date for submissions? 
The closing date for submissions is 5:00 pm, Friday 23 February 2018. Given that the draft bill is subject to 
parliamentary timeframes, submissions received after this date will be considered at the Government’s discretion.  
 

How do I make a submission? 
Submissions can be made in three ways: 

• Online by uploading your submission to the www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.au website 

• Emailing your submission to local.government@delwp.vic.gov.au  

• Posting your submission to: 
Local Government Act Review Secretariat 
C/o Local Government Victoria,  
PO Box 500, Melbourne VIC 3002 

 
How do I complete this template?  
To complete this template:  

(1) Locate the part of the Draft Bill you wish to comment on.  
(2) Insert the clause number, your level of support for the clause, the proposed change and any other comments 

into the table.  
 
Can I provide a submission in another format? 
It is strongly preferred for submissions to be made by completing this template. However, if another format suits your 
needs or the requirements of your organisation you are welcome to use another format.  
 
Will submissions be made publicly available? 
Written submissions and the name of the author will be published on the www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.au 
website unless confidentiality is requested and the Executive Director of Local Government Victoria grants it, or if it is 
determined your submission should remain confidential. Submissions that are defamatory or offensive will not be 
published.  
 
Please contact the Local Government Act Review Secretariat if you have any questions on (03) 9948 8518 or 
local.government@delwp.vic.gov.au  

http://www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.au/
mailto:local.government@delwp.vic.gov.au
http://www.yourcouncilyourcommunity.vic.gov.au/
mailto:local.government@delwp.vic.gov.au


Part 1: Preliminary  

Do you have any overall comments on Part 1 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

 
None 

 

Part 2: Councils  

Do you have any overall comments on Part 2 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

 
None 

 

Part 3: Council decision making  

Do you have any overall comments on Part 3 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

None 

 

Part 4: Planning and financial management 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 4 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

 
NONE 

 

Part 5: Rates and charges 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 5 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

NONE 

 

Part 6: Council operations 

Clause (No.)  Support / Do Not 
Support / Neutral 

What changes do you propose and why? Are there any other comments you would like to make on this 
clause? 

156 When 
Council or other 
person can carry 
out required 
work (replacing 

Support  Support this positive move, but recommend necessary 
consequential amendments to section 41F of the CFA 
Act, as section 41F calls up sections 225,226, 227 and 
227A of the current Local government Act 1989- to 
preserve powers of Chief Officer if he/she issues Fire 

The revision of s225 of the current Act is clearer and probably 
strengthens cost recovery for council somewhat. 
 
 



current s225) 
 

Prevention Notices 

157 Right of 
owner to carry 
out required 
work on occupied 
land (replacing 
current s226) 

 None to the wording Neutral for fire prevention and CFA, so long as the new 
(renumbered) provisions are captured in consequential 
amendments to section 41F of the CFA Act 

158 Recovery of 
money owed to 
Council by 
former owner or 
occupier 
(replacing 
current s227) 

 New (renumbered) provisions need to be captured in 
consequential amendments to CFA Act 
This could in some circumstances provide an out for a 
land owner that purchased a property e.g. the Stawell 
tyre property if the money was owed to CFA 
CFA has no role in Land information certificates 

Recommend that the drafting team look at possible impacts for CFA 
and interaction with CFA Act 
Recommend consultation with CFA legal team to resolve 
 

159 Council may 
charge interest 
on unpaid money 
(replaces s227A 
of current Act) 

 New (renumbered) provisions need to be captured in 
consequential amendments to s41F of  CFA Act 
 

Recommend that the drafting team look for any possible impacts of 
sub section (4) for CFA and interaction with CFA Act  
Recommend consultation with CFA legal team to resolve if any 
issues found. 

 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 6 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

None  



Part 7: Council integrity 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 7 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

None 

 

Part 8: Ministerial oversight 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 8 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

 
NONE 

 

Part 9: Electoral provisions 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 9 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

 
NONE 

 

Part 10: General provisions 

 

Clause (No.)  Support / Do Not 
Support / Neutral 

What changes do you propose and why? Are there any other comments you would like to make 
on this clause? 

326 Authorised 
Officers 
(replacing 
current 224(7) 
Authorised 
Officers, which 
states “An 
authorised 
officer may enter 
any land or 
building in the 
municipal district 
at any reasonable 
time to carry out 
and enforce this 

 
Do not support  
the removal of 
part of the  
reference in the 
current Act  to 
 “… any other Act 
or any regulation 
or local law “ 

 
Recommend that this group of words be reinstated in s326(10) 
As indicated: 
 
10) An authorised officer may enter any land or building in the 
municipal district at any reasonable time to carry out and 
enforce this Act or any regulation or local law or any other Act 
or any regulation or local law 
 
OR 
 introduce a consequential amendment to  the CFA Act to re 
empower MFPOs with a power to enter land 
 
 

 
Removes the ability of an MFPO to enter a property to conduct 
fire hazard inspections. The CFA act is silent on authorising 
MFPOs to enter properties; traditionally MFPOs have relied 
upon s224 of the Local Government Act. 
 
There is a potential risk, in the absence of this power, for 
MFPOs to 
• fail to undertake inspections that would normally lead 
to Fire Prevention Notices being issued; potentially leading to 
an increase in unmanaged vegetation and an associated 
increase in bushfire risk. 
• a failure to issue some Schedule 12 and 13  Permits to 
Burn, on occasions when the risks were such that that they 
needed to inspect and assess before issuing permits 



or any other Act 
or any regulation 
or local law”) 
 

 
 

 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 10 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

NONE 
 

 

Part 11: Consequential amendments and repeals 

 

Do you have any overall comments on Part 11 of the Exposure Draft Bill? 

The consequential amendments that will be needed to the CFA Act are not yet identified in this exposure draft. 
CFA recommends close examination of the CFA Act and the Local Government Act exposure draft provisions to ensure cross references between them are 
retained with integrity and powers and responsibilities are preserved.  
For example, there are two references to roads in s3 definitions of the CFA Act to meanings in the current Local Government Act  are not present in the 
new draft Bill that may require consequential amendments to the CFA Act, the LG Act exposure draft or other legislation such as the road Management 
Act. 
 
 


