
 

 

 

 

  

22 June 2018 
 
Wheat Port Code Review Taskforce 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 

 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 

Re: Wheat Port Code Review 

On behalf of the Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF), I would like to thank you for the opportunity 
to make a submission on the interim report of the Review of the Competition and Consumer 
(Industry Code- Port Terminal Access (Bulk Wheat)) Regulation 2014  

The VFF is Australia’s largest state farmer organisation, representing over 5,000 Victorian 
farming businesses. Despite farming on only three per cent of Australia’s available agricultural 
land, Victorians produce 30 per cent of the nation’s agricultural product. 

As stated in our initial submission, the VFF strongly supports the retention of the Bulk Wheat Port 
Code as an important mechanism for promoting fair and transparent port access. 

Competitive port access is critical as port charges are typically borne by growers. 

We welcome the ACCC’s recognition of the issues that growers have identified such as 
upcountry monopolies. 

The ACCC noted in its Bulk Wheat Ports Monitoring Report 2016-17 that Australian’s bulk grain 
supply chains “have historically been characterised by varying degrees of regional 
monopolisation and vertical integration”. Whilst overall competition in the Victorian market has 
increased, there are regions such as the Northern Mallee where competition is limited.  

As an interim measure, the VFF supports the ACCC’s recommendations of extending the 
application of certain provisions in the Code to upcountry storage and handling service providers  
however we would like to see a full and robust review of the grain operating environment to 
identify competition and consumer issues and to explore appropriate mechanisms for solutions 
both regulatory and non-regulatory. 

Similarly, the VFF supports the ACCC’s recommendation to amend the Code to make certain 
clauses penalty provisions that will encourage compliance, keeping the code in line with other 
mandatory code. 



 

 

 

 

  

Additionally, the VFF would like to stress the importance of ACCC being granted the ability to 
regularly re-assess exemptions, given the changing landscape of the Australian grains industry. 
For example, Graincorp’s Geelong terminal exemption was granted in part because of Bunge’s 
plans to provide competing services in the Port of Geelong which did not eventuate. 

The VFF looks forward to working with the Wheat Port Code Review Taskforce. If you would like 
to discuss any of our comments further please contact me on (03) 9207 5538. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ross Johns  
President, Grains Group 
Victorian Farmers Federation 


