
Iron Cove Creek preliminary naturalisation concept design

Naturalised banks at Cooks River

Saltmarsh at Cooks River What is saltmarsh?

Coastal saltmarsh is an endangered ecological 
community that would have naturally occurred 
next to tidal waterways in Sydney before 
colonisation. Saltmarsh is a unique environment 
providing important habitat for underground 
insects, worms and invertebrate species,  
which are important food sources for birds. 

Current conditions at Iron Cove Creek

Along the length of the channel from Ramsay Road to Waratah Street, Five Dock: 
remove the deteriorating concrete banks and replace them with a combination of 
rocks, native plants, sandstone blocks and concrete.

Existing trees to 
be retained

We will retain as many trees as possible, however  
some trees will need to be removed to accommodate the 
naturalisation work. We will replant additional trees along 
the creek within the project area

Remove some sections of fencing along the creek to 
improve the look of the area

Potential location for a 1.5m 
wide footpath

Replacement of banks with 
rocks and native plants

Replacement of banks with 
rocks and native plants

Proposed saltmarsh

Potential location for a 
2.5m wide footpath

Create a winding section along the base of the channel using 
sandstone blocks to recreate the appearance and sound of a 
natural waterway 

Potential location for a lookout

Potential location 
for a lookout

Build a boardwalk over 
the wetland Create an outdoor education area with 

seating and signs to explain naturalisation 

Potential location for a wetland to treat 
stormwater flow before it enters the creek

WATERWAY REHABILITATION AT IRON COVE CREEK

What is the project about?
We are investigating options to rehabilitate about 400 metres of the concrete
lined Iron Cove Creek near the outlet to Parramatta River in Five Dock.

We’re looking at which parts of the channel need to be repaired, and whether we
can do it in a more natural way by replacing concrete banks with ones made of
rocks and native plants.

We can’t always naturalise a channel as it depends on available space, land
condition, and other constraints. We are investigating three options for
rehabilitating the channel:
1. Like for like replacement of concrete lining of the channel banks and base
2. Sandstone block laybacks of the banks and concrete lining of the channel
 base
3. Integrated naturalisation of banks/channel base and saltmarsh creation.

Existing bridge 
to be retained


