
Background
In September 2015 Council 
appointed SMEC Australia to continue 
the concept design, environmental 
assessment, detailed design and 
preconstruction approvals for the 
Ocean Drive Duplication. This included 
survey, geotechnical, traffic, 
environmental investigations and 
further community consultation.

Environmental studies have been 
undertaken considering local ecology 
(flora and fauna), archaeology 
(Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal), 
noise and flooding.

Ecology – Fauna
The local koala population is 
recognised as an important community 
and environmental consideration 
for the Ocean Drive Upgrade. 
Consideration of potential impacts of 
the upgrade on koalas and mitigation 
of these impacts has been a key factor 
in the development of the design.

Currently two existing pedestrian 
underpasses are located in recognised 
koala movement corridors and these 
will be retained for the purpose of 
providing safe koala passage from one 
side of the road corridor to the other. 

An additional fauna crossing is 
proposed near the Duck Pond – 
Wetland to further facilitate koala 
passage from one side of the road 
corridor to the other.

Koala fencing will be installed to 
‘funnel’ koalas towards the three 
underpass locations. Other measures 
are also being investigated to further 
encourage use of the underpasses.

There will be koala fencing generally 
along the entire length of the project, 
except for a number of breaks for 
practical reasons such as at 
intersections and some other locations. 
The fencing will be located between the 
road and property boundaries and will 
be positioned to minimise the clearing 

of existing vegetation. The fencing will 
cross some local footpath connections 
where the installation of self-closing 
gates is proposed.

Australian Government environmental 
approval may be required depending upon 
the final impact and mitigation measures 
proposed for the koala population.

Ecology – Flora
Studies and field investigations have 
identified several Endangered Ecological 
Communities (EEC) present within the 
area of the proposed upgrade. These are:

• Swamp sclerophyll woodland EEC

• Swamp Oak woodland EEC

• Melaleuca biconvexa (Biconvex 
Paperbark tree) within swamp 
sclerophyll woodland EEC

• Morcombe Pl Freshwater 
Wetland EEC

• Typha orientalis – Cladium 
procerum Freshwater Wetland EEC

The importance of these communities 
is recognised by the project and every 
effort will be made to avoid impacts in 
these areas.

Australian Government environmental 
approval may be required depending 
upon the final impact and mitigation 
measures proposed for the Melaleuca 
biconvexa (Biconvex Paperbark tree).

Wetlands
Several existing wetlands border 
the road corridor including one on 
the western side of the road known 
locally as the Duck Pond – Wetland. 
Hydraulic and hydrological analysis 
is being undertaken to ensure the 
hydraulic performance of these 
wetlands remains unchanged by 
the proposed duplication.

Results from these studies will be 
considered in the road design and 
will ensure minimal impact upon the 
wetland or the vulnerable Melaleuca 
biconvexa (Biconvex Paperbark tree).

Next steps
Port Macquarie-Hastings 
Council and SMEC Australia 
are currently preparing a 
Review of Environmental 
Factors that will be displayed 
for community comment 
later in 2016. Details of the 
display dates will be available 
on Port Macquarie-Hastings 
Council’s website: www.
pmhclistening.com.au/ocean-
drive-duplication
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