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George Street 
Concept 
Design
City of Sydney with 
Gehl Architects

This document sets out the design principles that will guide 
the detailed design of George Street. It outlines strategies 
and concepts for improving the public realm in concert with 
the State Government’s light rail project.  
The ideas and images in this document have been tested 
to ensure that the City’s $180 million investment is spent 
wisely and can achieve the public benefit that we strive for. 
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Principles

1.01 Create a legible and functional transport route

Maintain all private property and delivery access

Minimise the visual impact of light rail infrastructure

1.02

1.03

1.04

Light rail 

400 buses an hour 
will be relocated 
from George Street

1.03 Create a safe shared environment for light rail and 
pedestrians
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The Transport Network

Light rail will complement Sydney’s 
existing mix of private and public 
transport. 

The George Street light rail spine is 
a key part of a wider network, giving 
passengers from areas such as 
Kensington, UNSW and the SCG 
direct access to the heart of Sydney. 
It will also connect our major hotels 
to Circular Quay, and to the new 
Sydney Convention and Exhibition 
Centre.
 
Taxi ranks will be located close to 
intersections to ensure that people 
who choose this mode are not 
disadvantaged. 

As the coordinating body for public 
transport, TfNSW is developing 
plans for an improved bus network 
integrated with light rail. Road 
changes will also be planned to 
maintain an efficient City Centre 
traffic network.

Pedestrians and Light Rail

Light rail is critical to the idea of a 
pedestrian boulevard. Without an 
efficient and accessible transport 
system giving activity and 
connectivity to the street, it would 
be less successful. To this end, 
George Street will be closed to traffic 
between Liverpool and Bridge Street, 
eliminating kerbs and creating a 
continuous paving surface free from 
cars and noisy buses.  

Pedestrianisation will help alleviate 
the congestion of the currently 
overcrowded footpaths and 
streamline the interface between 
light rail and pedestrians. It will also 
allow George Street to transform into 
a place for outdoor dining, late night 
shopping, art and culture. 

Barangaroo Link

A link to Barangaroo via Millers 
Point and Walsh Bay will serve a 
key tourism and cultural precinct, 
and help connect Barangaroo and 
the Headland Park to Circular Quay. 
While the NSW Government has 
indicated that it does not consider 
the Barangaroo light rail link a 
priority, the City continues to support 
the project.

Footpath Width

The footpaths on George Street 
are at capacity. By national and 
international standards our footpaths 
are narrow and dysfunctional. 
Recent pedestrian counts indicate 
that numbers of pedestrians are 
actually falling along the street. 
Given the narrow footpaths and 
unpleasant environment it is not 
surprising that pedestrian numbers 
are low.

Stop Locations

There will be a total of eight stops on 
or adjacent to George Street. They 
are:
•	 Rawson Place 
•	 Hay Street 
•	 Liverpool Street 
•	 Town Hall 
•	 Market Street 
•	 Wynyard
•	 Bridge Street 
•	 Circular Quay

Safety

Across the world, modern light 
rail is a key feature of pedestrian 
squares and streets. The City is 
working with light rail experts and 
studying international examples to 
ensure that George Street is safe 
and attractive for pedestrians, and 
convenient and reliable for light rail 
passengers.

City Centre Route 

The planned light rail corridor joins 
George Street at Rawson Place and 
continues through to Alfred Street in 
Circular Quay, where the service will 
terminate and return southwards. 
Crossovers along the route allow for 
vehicle turnback if required. 
This route is ideal in that it connects 
the key precincts of the City Centre, 
aligns with interchange opportunities 
and maximises the access to 
transport choice. 

Extent

George Street will be pedestrianised 
for 1.4km between Liverpool and 
Bridge Streets. This extent preserves 
alternative north-south traffic 
routes (e.g. Kent St), maintains 
the efficiency of traffic flows in the 
northern part of the City, and passes 
by only four building driveways, all 
of which will remain accessible.

Data Data

Network Pedestrianisation
Strategy Strategy
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Wire Free Operation

Minimising Clutter

By world standards George Street 
and its footpaths are considered 
narrow. Compounding this, 
our footpaths are punctuated 
by Smartpoles, signage and 
infrastructure. With the introduction 
of light rail and the reclamation of 
road space we have the opportunity 
to review and redress this situation.

Signage, power and lighting could 
all easily be incorporated into a new 
pole.

In the pedestrian zone, however, 
the City propose a wire-free zone 
for the light rail. This will ensure 
that there is minimal infrastructure 
in the street and that space is 
preserved for pedestrians. It will 
also reduce the visual impact of the 
system, respecting the streetscape 
of George Street and its heritage 
buildings.

Overhead wires

If wire-free operation is ruled out on 
economic or operational grounds, 
overhead wires should be attached 
to buildings wherever possible. 
Building-attachment is already used 
on Hay Street (Capitol Theatre), and 
was a feature of Sydney’s former 
tramway. It is also commonly used 
in Melbourne and European cities to 
reduce the impact of overhead wires 
in historic streetscapes. 

Power Storage

An increasing number of modern 
light rail systems use batteries 
and advanced power electronics 
to operate for short distances (up 
to 2km) without overhead wires. 
This technology removes the need 
for wires in the pedestrian zone 
between Liverpool and Bridge 
Streets.

Smartpoles

The City’s existing Smartpoles 
are not capable of supporting the 
load of overhead light rail wires. 
To avoid the need for an intrusive 
second set of poles in the street, it is 
recommended that the City develop 
a new stronger pole which can carry 
lighting, overhead wires, signage 
and signalling.

Data

Power supply
StrategyStrategy

Intersections
East-West Streets

Intersections

Driveways

Driveways and Deliveries

Access for tenants, residents 
and emergency services will be 
maintained at all times:

•	 Local	access	vehicles	will	be	
permitted to drive on the light rail 
tracks at low speeds. The design 
will ensure they do not block the 
light rail at intersections

•	 Timed	restrictions	will	be	used	
to limit heavy vehicle access to 
George Street at busy times such 
as lunch hours

•	 Loading	will	be	permitted	on	
George Street in the evenings 
and early mornings, ensuring 
delivery access for older 
buildings such as the Strand 
Arcade 

Events such as the ANZAC Day 
parade have been accommodated 
in our design, allowing George 
Street to strengthen its function as 
an important civic, ceremonial spine.

Keeping the city open

Light Rail Priority

George Street must read as a 
continuous unified street, not a 
street cut up into sections by east-
west roads. The surface treatment 
of George Street will continue 
across all intersections emphasising 
light rail and pedestrian priority. 
Cars will ramp up and onto the new 
paving to cross George Street. The 
paving texture will indicate a slower 
zone in which cars should show 
caution, improving safety for all.

01. GPO
02. Dymocks (out)
03. Dymocks (in)
04. Myer
05. State Theatre
06. Hilton Hotel

Driveways

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

Liverpool Street

Bridge Street

King Street

Market Street

Park Street

Martin Place


