
Comments on beef sustainability framework 

 

General Comments  

• Congratulations to beef industry for taking this step. 
• Vision is good 
• Guiding principles are sound 
• Longer term, alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals might be important as the 

supply chain starts to demand this information.  The current structure of the framework 
would lend itself to this. 

• The framework provides an ideal nexus between on-farm practice and the priority setting for 
and extension of R&D.  Once established, there is an opportunity to consider how the 
industry will not only measure indicators on farm, but also how it will promote 
improvements.  In tracking indicators, the industry as a whole will know the areas where it is 
going well, and where the greatest areas of improvement are required.  This generates the 
question of why we are falling short (eg is it a question of the need for new knowledge, or 
better adoption of existing knowledge and the systems to support this) 

 

Economic 

Profitability priority area 

Farm rate of return indicator 

• Why only beef specialist farms? Recognise the role of mixed farming enterprises in the beef 
industry? 

 

Environmental sustainability 

Climate priority area 

• Climate indicators only deal with mitigation aspects 
• Part of the industry’s long term sustainability is the ability to adapt to climate change.  A 

potential indicator could be a measure of producer confidence in having the information, 
tools, technologies and resources (both business and biophysical) to be able to adapt to 
change over time.  Examples of this might be forecasting, the right taxation (FMD) settings, a 
form of multi-peril insurance, new pasture varieties, or herd management practices to deal 
with heat waves in extensive operations. 

 

Land Management priority area 

 Groundcover & Biodiversity indicators 

• Opportunity over time to define optimal level of ground cover in particular regions and 
measures of active management of biodiversity. 



• It is in this priority area where over time, implementation of the framework on farm could 
align start to contribute towards regional biodiversity or ground cover targets, such as those 
set by regional NRM bodies in catchment plans. 

 

Workplace  

• See the most recent version of the Dairy Sustainability Framework. This would be a good 
model to align with.  

 


