
 

Proposed Prevention of falls compliance codes — Public comment submission form 
Note: Areas marked with an asterisk (*) denote required information.  

Type of submission * Individual ☐ Organisation  X 

Organisation name * 
(where applicable) 

Master Builders Association of Victoria 

First name * John 

Last name * Darcy 

Email address * jdarcy@mbav.com.au 

Postal address 332 Albert Street, East Melbourne 

Postcode * 3002 

State * VIC 

 

Do you consent to 
WorkSafe publishing 
your submission?* 

X      Yes – WorkSafe may publish this submission with my 
         organisation’s name/my name. 

☐      Yes – WorkSafe may publish my submission, but please      
         publish without my name. 

☐      No – WorkSafe may not publish my submission due to 
         confidentiality reasons.  

Note: All submissions will be treated as public documents and will be published online unless clearly identified as being 
confidential. Where the submission is from an organisation, WorkSafe will publish the organisation’s name not the author’s 
name. 

Does your 
submission contain 
personal information 
of any third party 
individual/s?*  

☐    Yes 
 
 
X    No 

If yes, have you obtained consent 
from the third party individual/s to 
include their personal information 
in your submission?* 

☐   Yes 
 
 
☐    No 
 

Note: If you have not obtained consent from the third party individual/s, WorkSafe may elect not to publish your submission or 
may redact third party information from your submission.  

Can WorkSafe contact you about your submission?* X   Yes 
☐    No 

Note: WorkSafe may use the information you have provided to inform you of further development of the proposed compliance 
codes. 
 
Disclaimer: To the full extent permitted by law, WorkSafe does not accept liability for any loss or damage suffered or for any 
claims whatsoever arising in any way from any party making a submission or any third party included, identified or named in a 
submission in any way or form.  
 
Privacy Statement: This information is being collected for the purpose of WorkSafe receiving and responding to public 
comment on the proposed compliance codes. In providing a submission, you agree to WorkSafe collecting this information and 
handling it in accordance with our privacy policy. You can access our privacy policy, including information on use, disclosure, 
security, access, correction and complaints, here or by calling 1800 136 089 (toll free)

http://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/167805/WorkSafe-Privacy-Policy-web.compressed.pdf
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General comments about the proposed prevention of falls compliance codes 

Please provide your general comments on the proposed prevention of falls compliance codes in the table below. Where possible, please 
indicate the part and section of the compliance code you are commenting on.  

General comments  
Consistent with feedback provided on other Codes text suggesting that employers should provide supervision to ensure a 
workplace culture is established. Codes should not deal with ‘workplace cultures’. 
 
Supervision - The Act requires employers to provide such training, instruction and supervision as is necessary. This paragraph 
suggests that employers should provide additional supervision which is inconsistent with the Act. Compliance Codes are an 
enforcement instrument which can be used by HSR’s and Inspectors and therefore the Code cannot specify supervision that is 
inconsistent with the Act. The suggestion of ‘additional supervision’ is subjective and inconsistent with the objective tests in the 
Act.  
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Proposed compliance code: Prevention of falls in housing construction 

Please provide your comments on the proposed compliance code: Prevention of falls in housing construction. Where possible, please indicate 
the section of the code you are commenting on. General comments about the code are also welcome.  

General comments  
Master Builders is pleased that the Code of Practice for Falls in Housing is being reviewed to be modernised but also consistent with 
the OHS Regulations 2017 and the OHS Act 2004. Master Builders is also pleased that guidance materials that have been created 
since the previous Code was created have now been considered for inclusion into this new Code. 
 

Specific comments  
Part 1 — Introduction  After para 44 insert a paragraph that provides practical advice about how an induction can 

be facilitated on a housing construction site in circumstances where there is no site 
supervisor.  
 
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/211212/ISBN-Sample-site-
induction-checklist-2017-06.pdf 
 
WorkSafe have previously recommended that housing builders can facilitate site specific 
training by fax, email or other electronic means. 
 

Part 2 — Overview of the risk 
management process 

Click here to enter text. 

Part 3 — Working at heights above two 
metres 

Page 46 Fixing Fascia and Gutter Paras 210-213 
 
Master Builders opposes the proposed change in the Code to require work involving gutter and 
fascia installation to be performed using a two plank platform where the installation is performed at 
a height less than two metres. Para 213 suggests that single plank platforms should only be used 
up to a height of 1.5m with a 2m clear fall zone. 
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Master Builders has consulted extensively with the Victorian Volume Builders Safety Alliance and 
the Housing Industry Association (HIA) on this issue and all remain opposed. Additionally Master 
Builders has consulted with the Master Plumbers Association and the Gutter and Fascia Installers 
Association so as to engage with persons that are directly involved in these work activities. 
Unanimously all parties engaged suggested that there was no need for this change and many 
expressed concern that the requirements for two plank systems were likely to increase the safety 
risks associated with this work. 
 
The installation of gutters and fascias from platforms on single storey houses is typically 
performed from a single desk platform at a height that is less than two metres. Gutter and fascia 
installation on double storey housing would be performed from a scaffold or EWP. 
 
The mandating of two plank platforms will create a significant cost import for contractors 
(predominantly plumbing). Contractors will effectively need to double their supply of planks and 
either purchase new platform systems or expend considerable expense to modify their existing 
systems. 
 
Estimating & ordering of materials and equipment is completed months prior to installation of facia 
and gutters, there is no real-time solution available to builders without significant cost implications 
including unnecessary construction delays,  (as the builder will have to provide either ground up 
scaffolding or hanging platform to ensure work can progress to schedule); 
 
The requirement for two plank systems is likely to introduce additional risk in terms of greater 
manual handling risks. Workers compensation claims for MSD’s and head and eye injuries are 
likely to increase. With smaller property sizes and narrow spaces between walls and fences the 
two plank systems are likely to present a near head height obstruction. This also means that the 
worker is required to set up and dismantle the widest part of the work platform in the most 
confined area of the construction site. 
 
Roof work up to two metres 
 
Master Builders suggests that the text in the Code describing works undertaken on a roof where 
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the roof height is less than two metres is superfluous. The suggestion of a two metres clear fall 
zone is an administrative control which presumes that it is ok for a worker to fall to the ground if 
the ground is clear. Given there are very few properties built where the roof is likely to be less than 
two metres high and as achieving a two metre clearance zone is extremely difficult given property 
land sizes Master Builders recommends that paras 217-218 should be removed. 

Part 4 — Working at heights not 
exceeding two metres 

      

Appendices Click here to enter text. 

 

 


