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OVERVIEW 

The redevelopment of Kings Square is a once-in-a-generation renewal of Fremantle’s heart – 

to transform it into a thriving community, retail and commercial hub by 2019.  

The play space will replace the current Jean Hobson playground and will integrate with the 

new library and civic building (which includes a café and alfresco area), public realm and 

adjacent commercial development.   

The Kings Square play space engagement process was designed to give local children and 

their families and carers the opportunity to guide the overall concept of this space.  

The process included 167 students over five school workshops (as a result of an EOI sent to 

schools within the City of Fremantle), attending five events to talk to parents with pre-

schoolers, an online engagement on My Say Freo, information packs delivered to local 

childcare centres and discussions with local service providers.  

 

Phase two of the community engagement will present a concept design back to 

the community.  
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SUMMARY 

 

Key activities 

In the development of a concept design, engagement was focused on activities or ‘what you 

like to do’. A visual board of eighteen activity choices were offered with children or adults 

given the choice to pick three. 

What would you like to do most in the Kings Square play space?  

Top three selections from local school children:  

1. Climbing 

2. Water Play 

3. Swinging 

Top three selections from parents:  

1. Water Play 

2. Climbing 

3. Be in Nature 

These selections are also suitable from an inclusion aspect, with the addition of balancing 

and spinning.  

 

The selections outlined above were both clear preferences (by frequency) as well as very 

consistent across children and adults. There is a clear preference for water elements and 

climbing across all categories. Activities that develop gross motor skills such as swinging, 

spinning and balancing are highly recommended.  



4 

 

Key elements / themes 

The local school children’s worksheets and models were analysed and a frequency count 

conducted of the elements they included. The results showed a preference for:  

 Climbing (including ladders) 

 Sliding 

 Trees (including treehouses and cubby)  

 Flying fox/ Zip-line (speed) 

 Stepping stones (balancing) 

 Water elements 

 

A frequency count of elements in parent and carer’s responses across the ideas board 

showed two clear preferences:  

 Water Play 

 Natural Elements (including use of recycled materials, making use of the trees, 

keeping elements simple to inspire imagination). 

 

Elements to include for inclusion (specifically autism spectrum): 

 Tactile elements 

 Activities that use and develop gross motor skills 

 Cause and effect / motivation 

 

The results were similar to the activities worksheet, with a preference for water play and 

natural elements (including trees and treehouses) across both ages.  

Stepping stones were a very specific element that came through across several unrelated 

engagement workshops.  

Children had more of a focus on ‘scary but fun’ activities to introduce an element of risky 

play, such as climbing. They also drew objects that let them gain speed, such as sliding and 

zip-lining.  

Consideration to the tactile experience and objects that interact (for cause and effect) 

are important to design for inclusion.  
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Key design considerations 

Underpinning the overall design are two key considerations that were raised frequently in 

our discussion with parents:  

 Flexible space – “give it a festival feel and mix it up” ideas included accommodating 

children’s events, library activities, creative or drama activities and concerts.  

 Design for multi-ages – elements for little ones but also consider older siblings and 

teens; make it a multigenerational space where people can mix informally. 

 Safety and security  

 Refreshments nearby  

 Shade and shelter  
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Key amenities 

A frequency count of the amenities included in local school children’s worksheets and 

models showed the need for: 

 Shelter 

 Refreshments (a simple approach such as coffee or a tuck shack) 

 

A frequency count of the amenities included in adult responses showed a clear need for: 

 Refreshments (easy access to coffee, a meal and maybe a drink) 

 Shade (and shelter from the rain both for children and over seating)  

 Properly designed family toilets (large and for families not gender) 

 Seating (with good visual access and proximity to the play space)  
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WHAT WE HEARD FROM CHILDREN 

School workshops 

Through an expression of interest process to City of Fremantle schools in April 2017, five 

schools chose to be involved in this project. An on-site workshop was held at Fremantle, 

Beaconsfield, Samson and Hilton Primary Schools and Lance Holt School. In total 167 

students were involved. The purpose was to determine what children would like to see 

included in the Kings Square play space.  

The children: 

 Nominated their top preferences for outdoor play activities. 

 Wrote or drew their ideas for play facilities.  

 Collaborated in small groups to design and build a play space model.  

 Presented these models to the class, City staff and the Mayor (or another Elected 

Member).  

 

Top three selections: Climbing, Swinging, Water Play. 

 

Worksheets 

Results are based on a frequency count of the activities drawn on worksheets. Almost all 

junior primary children (years 1 to 3) incorporated the trees in their designs. Climbing and 

sliding were popular activities. The top five are listed below: 

Element Frequency 

Climbing / Ladders 45 

Slide 38 

Tree / Treehouse / Cubby 25 

Flying fox / Zipline 15 

Trampoline 13 
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The senior primary children (years 4 to 6) had a strong desire for ‘scary but fun’ play. The 

emphasis was on treehouses, platforms in trees and climbing. The top 5 are listed below: 

Element Frequency 

Treehouse / Platforms 41 

Climbing / Ladders 35 

Slide 22 

Flying fox / Zipline 19 

Water elements / Pond 11 

 

Combined results 

The combined results from individual worksheets give a clear preference for climbing / 

ladders followed by treehouse/cubby/platforms/tree (grouped) and then slides. 

The worksheets were displayed in the Fremantle Library from 22 September to 24 October 

2017.  

 

Top: Worksheets on display in the Fremantle Library.  

Bottom: Jean Hobson (who the current playground is named after) meets with Brad Pettitt to look at the ideas of local 

children.  
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Below: Some worksheet examples.  
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Models 

Each group created a model of their design preferences, there were twenty-five models 

created in total, a few examples are provided below. 
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Across schools and age groups there were common themes in the models:  

 Trees - almost every model utilised trees, either to climb, be shaded by, slide down 

or sit under. Linking the trees was also important.  

 Stepping stones - were popular across ages, many with water underneath.  

 Water play - was mentioned in various forms but mostly described as a subtle 

element, more like a stream or a shallow pond.  

 Climbing - using the trees or rock walls, nets or climbing frames.  

 Shelter - “If it’s raining, a place to get out of the rain” and/or “an undercover area”. 

 Food - either in the form of a café or something simpler like “a cabin which makes 

ffee and hot chocolate, and you can have a bonfire” or even just “a tuck shack”.  

 

Using design to cater for different ages was frequently mentioned. One design themed 

different ages to suit age groups. Another wanted to cater for different ages by having “a 

climbing frame for four to six year-olds …facing the café so parents sitting under the 

umbrellas can see the kids. The other side is for kids that want a challenge”.  

Zip lines, slides, cubby houses, an entrance to the playground like an arch, a chill out area 

for teens or parents and a notice or information board were also raised in a few designs.   
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Community and early years 

During parent events a specially designed duplo activity was used to engage pre-schoolers in 

the topic, and as a conversation starter that was also tactile and discovery-based.  

 

A design pack was created for the general community including the site context and three 

additional worksheets were received from children outside of the school workshops. These 

reiterated the desire for sliding and use of the trees.  

The Children’s Library coordinated the production of booklets on the new Kings Square 

play space as part of the Makerspace school holiday activity. The booklets used mixed media 

and contained a series of questions linked to the worksheets.  

Six pre-school aged children created booklets 

assisted by their parents. Ideas they created 

included: 

 A ladder going down into the water 

 Play in a house / tower / slide 

 A lounge for mums and dads 

 We will have babycinos 

 Climb a ladder. 
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WHAT WE HEARD FROM PARENTS AND CARERS 

Across five events, as well as an online engagement via My Say Freo, parents, grandparents 

and carers were asked a set of questions. Almost fifty parents had one-on-one discussions 

with the project team and there were 250 visitors to the My Say Freo project during the 

survey response period.  

 

Face-to-face events 

 

Top three selections: Water Play, Climbing, Be in Nature. 

 

What would make the new Kings Square urban play space an appealing and interesting place for 

you to come with young children? 

 

Parents specified that this space should be flexible and designed to leave room for changing 

events and activities, as one person described it “give it a festival feel and mix it up”. This 

extended to requests for a range of simple discovery-based activities, to moving library 

activities into the space or holding children’s events.  

Parents also want the needs of little children (toddlers/pre-schoolers) to be considered 

alongside older children and teens. This multi-age approach means providing low areas and 

small elements for little ones but also thinking of older siblings. Many described the best 

spaces as achieving this using a ‘layered’ approach. More details are provided in the report.  

In addition, safety and security (both for the elements used in the play space, passive 

surveillance and proximity to the street) was frequently mentioned.  
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Kings Square play space? Choose your top three 
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Aspects to consider for inclusion are safety (including fencing) and using visual prompts 

to connect areas in the space, to prevent children getting ‘stuck’ on one activity and not 

moving on.  

In terms of play activities, there were two that were raised most frequently by parents – 

water play and natural elements. However, the inclusion of sand or mud was divisive – 

some parents wanted their children to be able to get dirty and others felt it would be unsafe 

in a public area and they don’t want their children to get dirty when coming into the city to 

run errands or go out.  

 

My Say Freo 

Using an online brainstormer, ideas were contributed by the community and voted on. 

Shade and seating was the most popular idea by vote.  Other popular ideas were: 

 Low areas for the little ones 

 Nature/ sensory play 

 Recycled/ carbon neutral 

 Water play  

Disability access and no separation of abilities (inclusion) was also highlighted.  

 

The most popular (by frequency) ideas submitted in the survey to make a place everyone 

can enjoy were: 

 Elements of shade for everyone / Shade / Shaded spaces for picnics. (x3) 

 Greenery (and lots of it) 

 Natural / recycled  

 Different height rest spots for all ages 

 Play sections for crawling babies up to bigger kids 

 

WHAT WE HEARD FROM STAKEHOLDERS 

Stakeholders relevant to both the local area and target age group were contacted including 

Wanslea, Therapy Focus and Autism Association of Western Australia. Information packs 

were distributed to local childcare centres, Wanslea distributed information to their email 

list and an on-site meeting was held at Autism Association of WA which included looking at 

some play equipment.  

Autism is the fastest growing diagnostic category of developmental disorders in children yet 

the needs of children with ASD are often overlooked in play space design. Fremantle is the 

base for some autism services and from 2018 one of the six public schools in Western 
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Australia to provide specialised learning programs for students with autism will be located 

within the City of Fremantle.   

Recognising there is no ‘one size fits all’ approach, there are several recommendations that 

can make this space suitable: 

 Safety (i.e. fencing) because of the proximity to the street. 

 Tactile elements for sensory experience and to try ‘cause and effect’. 

 Gross motor skills using large muscle groups to assist with development in other 

areas. 

 Cause and effect which can provide motivation through instant feedback e.g. by a 

sound or light response.  

 Connecting areas using visual prompts so children don’t become ‘stuck’ on one task 

or area.  

Some examples are provided below to demonstrate the element, rather than prescribing 

this particular equipment.  

 

 
 

NEXT STEPS 

A concept design will be created by the appointed landscape architect. Phase two of the 

community engagement will present this back to the community for feedback. My Say Freo 

(mysay.fremantle.wa.gov.au) will be kept up-to-date with progress on this project. 

 

 

Contact:   

Community Engagement - City of Fremantle 

Email: communityengagement@fremantle.wa.gov.au | Phone: 9432 9999 

mailto:communityengagement@fremantle.wa.gov.au

