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General Requirements

1.1 Application
This Code of Welfare applies to all per:sons responsible for the welfare of companion cab, including cab in
breeding establishmenb, boarding catteries, animal welfare shelterc and pet shops, There is a separate
section (Str,ay Cats and Cats Living in Colonbs) prcvirJing information on stray cab (i.e. lost or abandoned
companion cab) and caF living in colonies.

Feralcab are not included under the provisions of tris Code. Feralcab may be defined as pests under the
Biosecurity Act 1993 and therefore may be subject to contol under a pest management stategy.

1.2 lnterpretation and Definitions
Refer

h Schedule

l-

lnterprehtion and Definitions.
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Part 12: Stray Cats and Cats Living in Colonies
With New Zealand reputedly having one of the highest rates of cat ownership in the world, it is not surprising
that there are a correspondingly high number of stray cats in the community. These cats may
breed and,
where they have no contact with humans, their offspring may revert to a wild state over time.
Stray cats may live singly or may join colonies, particularly in urban environments where there is
shelter
(abandoned buildings, dense undergrowlh, etc) and a food source (rubbish tip, restaurant
rubbish bins, etc).
Given the numbers of cats living in New Zealand, such colonies will probably'always exist.
Often single stray cats, and cats living in colonies, are provided with food on an ad hoc basis by sympathetic
individuals. ln some instances, colonies are managed on a more formal basis (see Managed
C;b;ie; bebw).
While a person who merely feeds cats in a colony is not the 'person in charge" in terms of the
Act, and
therefore is not legally responsible for the cats in the colony, it should be noied that, where people
trap cats in
the colony in order to provide for their vaccination, desexing or care, they will have legal obligations
as the
"person in charge" (see 'Trapping of Cats" below).

Managed Colonies
Some cat colonies in New Zealand are cared for by individuals under a management plan agreed wifr
the
landowner and/or the localcouncil. Such a management plan should include means oi iOentrliRcation; provision
of food, water and access to shelter; a vaccination and parasite programme; provision of veterinary
treatment;
a desexing programme; and a longterm management strategy including continuity of care. Furthei
information on management of cat colonies can be obtained iiom the spcn.

Trapping of Cats
The Act (see section 36) provides that for any trapped cat, the following obligations apply:

'
.

arY traps set musl be checked daily within 12 hours after sunrise, commencing from the day after
the trap is first set; and
any cats caught must be attended to without delay.

Where practicable, it is recommended when trapping stray cats and cats in colonies that kaps
be checked
more frequently.
Any trapped cat must be provided with basic care to meet the requirements of the Act or be released
if it is
uninjured or be killed humanely if it is a feral cat. Any cat released back into a colony must be in
sufficienly
good health to be able to fend for itself, and have ongoing access to adequate food,
water and shelter to meet
its daily needs.

fhe Act (see section 141) provides that, where a stray cat is trapped and placed in the care of an approved
organisation under the Act (such as 0re SPCA), that organisation must take reasonable steps to identifi
the
owner of the cat, and may take steps to prevent or mitigate any suffering of the cat. lf the owner of the cat
cannot be identified then, after 7 days, the cat may be sold, found a new home or euthanased.
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Schedule

l-

lnterpretation and Definitions

Act
The AnimalWelfare Act 1999

animal
As defined in the Act:

a)

Means any live member of the animal kingdom that is

-

i)

A mammal;or
A bird;or
A reptile; or
An amphibian; or
A fish (bony or cartilaginous); or
Any octopus, squid, crab, lobster, or crayflsh (including feshwater craYfish); or
Any other member of the anirnal kingdom which is declared from time to time by the
Govemor-General, by Order in Council, to be an animal for the purposes of the Act; and
lncludes any mammalian foetus, or any avian or reptilian pre-hatched young, that is in the last

ii)

iiD
iv)
v)
vi)

vii)

b)
c)
d)

hatf of its period of gestation or development; and
lncludes any marsupial pouch young; but
Does not include

i)
ii)

-

A human being; or
Except as provided in paragraph (b) or paragraph (c), any animal in the pre-natal, prehatched, larval, or other such developmental stage.'

colony
A group of stray cab living together.

companion cat
Common domestic cat (including a kitten unless otherwise stated)that lives with humans as a
companion and is dependent on humans for its welfare. For the purposes of this Code, will be refened
to as "cat".

feral cat
For the purposes of this Code, means a cat which is not a stray cat and which has none of its needs
provided by humans. Feralcats generally do not live around centres of human habitation. Feral cat
population size fluctuates largely independently of humans, is self-sustaining and is not dependent on
input from the companion cat population.

ill-treat
As defined in section 2 of the Act, "ill-treat", in relation to an animal, means causing the animal to
suffer, by any act or omission, pain or distress that in its kind or degree, or in its object, or in the
circumstances in which it is inflicted, is unreasonable or unnecessary'

kitten
A cat less than 6 months of age.
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owner
As defined in section 2 of tre Act, "ownero, in rclation to an animal, includes
person underfie age of 16 yeani who
Owns the animal; and

a)
b)

-

he parent or guardian of a

ls a member of the parenfs or guardian's household living with and dependent on
guardian.

he parent or

person in charye
As defned in seclion 2 of the Act, "person in charge,, in relation to an animal, inclrrdes a person who
has tre animal in tlrat percon's possession or custody, or under fiat peson's care, confol, or
supervision.

queen
A Gmale cat that has not been desexed.

registered breeder
Registered as a breeder holding a cunent regisbred prefix witr any of the recognised national cat
organisations.

SPCA
Society for

fie

Prevention of Cruelty

b Animals.

stray cat
For fie purpses of trtis Code, means a companion cat which is lost or abandoned and which is living
as an individual or in a group (cobny). Stray cab have many of frreir needs indiresfly supplied by
humans, and live around entes of human habitation. Stay caB are likely b inbrbreed with the

unneubred companion cat populatbn.

stud
An entire male cat intended for breeding (sometimes referred to as a tomcat).
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