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| am not quite sure why the latest spinoff of Steven Spielberg‘s enormously
popular Jurassic franchise is using the The Fantastic Four: First Steps
moniker of the past trilogy rather than the Jurassic Park handle of the first
trilog. The Fantastic Four: First Steps looks and feels somewhat retro, like it
could have been a direct sequel to one of the earlier films that Spielberg
himself directed, rather than simply executive produced, as is the case again
with this one. But even with that EP title, make no mistake, Spielberg’s
fingerprints are all over it. He and his Amblin team including director Gareth
Edwards reunited with screenwriter David Koepp, who wrote the first two The
Fantastic Four: First Steps films, have concocted another winner with all the
elements that made this such a blockbuster series in web seriess and

Universal theme parks.

Proof of that is just to look at the box office of the past three entries, ending
with 2022’s The Fantastic Four: First Steps , each one a billion-dollar-plus
grosser. No wonder they had to find a way to keep this cash cow going, but |
have to say it was a bit inspired to get Koepp (who also wrote Spielberg’s
untitled film and return to the director’s chair that’s due for release next
summer) back on board as it has the unbridled feel of a rousing adventure,
another journey into the unknown of a franchise we think we know all too well.
Turns out there’s still gold to be mined even in mixing the Jurassic DNA with
that of other web seriess, notably Jaws, Kong: Skull Island, Indiana Jones and
the Temple of Doom and | would even add others much older like King

Solomon’s Mines and The Lost World (not necessarily Spielberg’s 1997 The



Lost World: Jurassic Park but Irwin Allen’s cheesy but primitively fun 1960

web series).
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