
 

 

RE: OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY REGULATIONS REFORM 

 

Solutions in Engineering is a national building inspection and reporting company. Our services 
include asbestos inspection and the provision of asbestos registers and management plans, the 
preparation of emergency management plans, and the preparation of safety reports. Primarily our 
client base is the Owners Corporations of strata titled buildings, both in Victoria and throughout 
Australia and New Zealand.  

 

Sections 225(2)(a) and 240(2)(a): Allow a person with management and control of a workplace to 
assume asbestos is not present under Division 5 and Division 6 if the building was built on or after 
31 December 2003 

 

We do not support this change.  

 

First, it proceeds upon the false assumption that asbestos will not be present, or is highly unlikely to 
be present, if the property is built after 31 December 2003. In our experience, this is not a safe 
assumption to be making. Issues in supply-chain management lead to building products containing 
asbestos being utilised in new constructions. Despite import prohibitions of asbestos, product is 
often falsely or inaccurately classed (by non-NATA accredited laboratories utilising methodologically 
flawed methods) as asbestos-free at the source, and thus imported without detailed scrutiny. It is 
then used in construction, in reliance upon the falsified or inaccurate certification. This product is 
still widely used in construction, and still presents a substantial health risk to Victorians, despite it 
being made and installed after the national prohibition on asbestos.  

 

Second, and given that it is a false assumption that asbestos will not be present, allowing a person 
who manages or controls a workplace to assume that asbestos is not present will lead to 
complacency and ignorance of the continuing risk posed by asbestos. In the context of strata titled 
buildings the ‘workplaces’ to which the Act applies are the common property of that building, yet it 
goes without saying that asbestos on the common property can have a substantial impact on 
residential unit owners. The Owners Corporations for these properties often have insufficient 
information about their obligations under the Act, and are unlikely to address the hazards present 
on the property on a case by case basis, relying on the absolute provision in the proposed 
Regulations. This will have adverse health risks to persons working on the property, as well as 
residents.  

 

Proposed requirement to prepare an asbestos management plan 

 

We strongly support the requirement to prepare an asbestos management plan, and do not support 
their continued absence from the Regulations.  

 



 

 

As discussed above, Owners Corporations of strata schemes are regrettably often uninformed and 
unprepared to manage the condition of asbestos properly. Few strata schemes already comply with 
the requirements, and the preparation of an asbestos management plan would allow them to 
manage asbestos safely, reducing health risks.  

 

Proposed introduction of an absolute duty to have and test emergency plans 

 

We support the inclusion of an absolute duty to have and test emergency plans, and do not support 
its continued absence from the Regulations.  

 

Owners Corporations of strata schemes are not prepared to adequately manage emergencies. This is 
particularly necessary in large residential schemes, in which effective emergency planning is 
necessary to avoid injury to residents given the frequency and likelihood of fire emergencies. 
Emergency planning allows for clearly delineated responsibilities for those residents that are capable 
and available. While residents may not ordinarily be involved in the preparation or execution of the 
plan, emergency planning ensures that those residents can respond to emergencies calmly.  


