
Appendix 1: Panel decisions on submissions 
 

Number  Name  Submission Relief  Recommendation 

1.1 Wickens, 
Jonathan 

I live on the Paekakariki Hill Road and have most of the Tunapo "area of ecological 
significance" on my property. I have an extensive trapping network using DOC200s and 
Goodnature A24s. I catch several stoats and hedgehogs and 50-100 rats per year. (I only rarely 
get possums on my property though.)  
 
I also target magpies, which harass and compete with native birds, especially falcons and 
harriers. I have two trip traps that are reasonably good on the younger birds but the traps with 
call birds your pest animals team loan out are needed for the older, wiser birds. I requested 
one about a month ago but they told me that they're not supplying call birds any more. Having 
a call bird from outside of the immediate area is important for these traps to work because the 
local birds will come in to attack the invader that they don't recognize. I can catch my own 
call bird but they're nowhere near as effective if the other birds recognize it, because it isn't a 
potential rival. I used to be able to keep my entire property magpie-free but now I'm really 
struggling to do so without a "foreign" call bird.  
 
Another advantage of the call bird traps is less/ zero non-target species by-catch. One problem 
with the trip traps is that they occasionally catch harriers. The traps are non-lethal but 
obviously not great for the harriers. I have never had any by-catch with your traps though.  
 
I would really encourage you to re-start giving out magpie call birds with your traps as this 
makes them significantly more effective. I am determined to do everything I can to keep this 
special property pest-free, and spend a lot of time and money doing so. But I really need call 
birds from outside my area to deal with the magpies that re-invade. I can't do this bit without 
help.  
 
Is this something you would consider please? 

Operational request. Noted. 

2.1 Capital Kiwi 
Stanley Ward, 
Paul 

1. Re Capital Kiwi: probably fine at this stage to include it within the wider scope of PFW. 
Note that while CK and PFW do have/will have a very close relationship (currently being 
formalised via an MoU and management agreement), that CK will be setting up as an 
independent charitable trust. We will sit under the wider PFW 'umbrella' but the CK project 
will have independent governance. 
 

Support. Noted. 



2.2 Capital Kiwi 
Stanley Ward, 
Paul 

2. While stoats are the primary target of CK's pest eradication (to enable kiwi to return), we 
will also be looking at other pests that have (lesser) impacts on kiwi viability as landowners' 
will and opportunities present themselves. e.g. private landowners (e.g. Terawhiti station, 
Meridian) have expressed keenness to get rid of feral cats.   
 
We endorse GW's proposed commitment to acting on controlling feral cats in KNE and TA 
areas. My only concern would be that the latter part of the definition of pest animal:  
 
"free-living, unowned and unsocialised, and has limited or no relationship with or dependence 
on humans." 
 
might allow feral colonies that are being fed by humans to escape being defined as pest 
animals. 

Support in part. 
Amend definition of pest 
cat.  

Noted.  

2.3 Stanley Ward, 
Paul 
Capital Kiwi 

p.s I note the firm rule around cat colonies in the document (good stuff); I guess my comment 
is to suggest that the definition of 'pest cat' be consistent with the rule being applied under the 
Animal Welfare Act.  

Support in part.  
Amend definition of 'pest 
cat' and rules to align 
with Animal Welfare 
Act.  

Noted.  

3.1 Dowling, Roger Saw in the DomPost an article stating hedgehogs were to be included in your Regional Pest 
Management Plan because of dangers to shore birds. Happy with this if this is confined to the 
coastal or riparian strip as I believe hedgehogs have benefits as well. 

Support in part. 
Insert provisions to 
confine hedgehog control 
in coastal or riparian 
strips.  

Reject.   

3.2 Dowling, Roger A more meritorious target is feral cats in urban and rural areas. Why can’t we trap and kill 
them in our own backyard? I have found a number of birds on my lawn killed by cats. 

Support. 
Wants to know why it 
isn't legal to kill cats on 
one’s property. 

Noted. 

4.1 Companion of 
the Royal 
Society of NZ 
Brockie, Bob 

Hedgehogs are only a minor and declining pest in the Wellington region. I have been counting 
hedgehog roadkill on Wellington roads since the 1950s when there were 50 times more 
hedgehogs. They are disappearing from the Wellington landscape. Same in Britain where they 
have become an endangered species. Better spend the money on eradicating real pests - rats 
and stoats. 

Allocate available money 
to control rats and stoats 
and less to hedgehogs.  

Reject.  

5.1 Project Manager 
Predator Free 
Wellington 
Willcocks, 
James 

I would like to submit on the RPMP with emphatic support for the inclusion of Predator Free 
Wellington as a project in the site led category. This mechanism sets both important context 
and a strategic framework for delivering the aspirational goal of creating the world’s first 
predator free capital city. 

Supports the inclusion of 
Predator Free Wellington 
as a project in the site led 
category. 

Noted. 



6.1 (Forest & Bird 
Upper Hutt 
Chairperson) 
Bellamy, 
Graham 

We wish to submit on the Regional Pest Plan as Forest & Bird have been actively involved in 
maintaining and improving the environment around Upper Hutt for approx. 25 years. We were 
instrumental in the saving and recovery of Barton’s Bush in Trentham Memorial Park and 
have been working on Hull’s Creek for over 15 years. In the past 2 years we have been 
instrumental in starting t control and eradicate Old Man’s Beard along River Road (SH2) from 
Silverstream to Whakaitki Street in Upper Hutt. This work is ongoing and we have already 
done work in other areas of Upper Hutt. 
 
We are currently working with GWRC, UHCC and DOC in starting a PredatorFree project in 
Upper Hutt and also continuing to manage the work in Wi Tako Reserve and Trentham 
Memorial Park KNE sites for predator control.    
 
We would like to see a closer liaison between GWRC and volunteer groups on work such as 
pest and weed control work.  

Closer liaison between 
GWRC and community 
groups. 

Noted.  

6.2 (Forest & Bird 
Upper Hutt 
Chairperson) 
Bellamy, 
Graham 

We certainly appreciate the support and effort that is being provided but as this work is so 
reliant on volunteers we would like to see more staff to support and liaise with the groups 
working on such projects. It is really great for volunteers to feel appreciated and recognized 
for the work that they do. This could be in the form of an annual letter to them or an annual 
visit to the group. 

Annual letter or visit to 
acknowledge and 
recognise the work the 
group has done. 

Noted.  

6.3 (Forest & Bird 
Upper Hutt 
Chairperson)Bel
lamy, Graham 

The main area of concern to us with the Plan is in the area of Old Man’s Beard (OMB), which 
we are actively involved with currently in our area. We note that OMB is listed as a pest weed 
but the management of it within GWRC area is under a programme of “Site-led HCC”. This 
seems to be a programme that only provides control of the pest weed within HCC TA 
boundary. We would like to see this extended to cover all of the GWRC controlled areas. If 
this is not practical we would like to have a discussion with your staff and UHCC to get the 
same control delivery service arrangement set up within UHCC TA boundary.To date we have 
been working within the UHCC area to control OMB with the support of UHCC and their 
contractors and our own volunteers, but we would like to see a more formal arrangement in 
conjunction with GWRC 

 Extend the control of 
Old man's beard over all 
of the GWRC managed 
areas, and if not 
practicable, requests a 
meeting between F&B, 
UH City Council 
(UHCC) and GWRC to 
get the same control 
service delivery as in the 
UHCC territory.  

Accept in part.  

  (Forest & Bird 
Upper Hutt 
Chairperson) 
Bellamy, 
Graham 

Same as above 6.3 Same as above 6.3 Same as above 6.3 



6.4 (Forest & Bird 
Upper Hutt 
Chairperson) 
Bellamy, 
Graham 

We are in the process of starting a PredatorFree programme in Upper Hutt to control and 
eradicate rats, and mustelids in the Upper Hutt area. We look forward to working with your 
team to support this work and get community support and volunteers to make this programme 
a success. 
 
We are also hoping to work closely with Iwi on these programmes. 
 
This submission has been restricted to the above issues due to the time restraint. We do 
support the work that GWRC does within its resources and hope that this can be extended to 
further work on the protection of the environment from pest weeds and animals. 

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested. 

Noted. 

7.1 Van Berkel, Pat I concur that we try and get the same control of OMB in UH city as in Hutt City. 
It would be great if the F & B branches each attempted the same arrangement with their local 
council and with GW.  Perhaps Tom can pursue this with the other branches before 27 July 
submission closing date. 
At the very least it would be excellent if the Pest Management Plan included a clause leaving 
it open to set up a similar control regime as in HCC, with assistance from the local F & B 
branches, during the 10-year life of the Plan. 

Include clause in plan to 
set up a similar control 
regime as in HCC, with 
assistance from the local 
F & B branches, during 
the 10-year life of the 
Plan. 

See Recommendation 6.3 

8.1  Brockelsby, 
William 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Noted.  

8.2  Brockelsby, 
William 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject. 



8.3  Brockelsby, 
William 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

8.4 Brockelsby, 
William 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape. 

Support. No decision 
requested.  

Note.  

8.5 Brockelsby, 
William 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support.  Note.  

8.6 Brockelsby, 
William 

More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on our native 
biodiversity. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat 
the eggs of ground nesting birds 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. 

8.7 Brockelsby, 
William 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept 

8.8 Brockelsby, 
William 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note. 

8.9 Brockelsby, 
William 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence 

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept  



8.10 Brockelsby, 
William 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

9.1 Cowdell, Logan  I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 

Support. Note.  

9.2 Cowdell, Logan  All owned cats should be microchipped to differentiate between owned and unowned cats. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.        

All owned cats should be 
microchipped to 
differentiate between 
owned and unowned 
cats. 

Reject.  

9.3 Cowdell, Logan I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested  definition of 
a pest cat is: “a cat 
without a registered 
microchip”. 

Reject.  

9.4 Cowdell, Logan 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

9.5 Cowdell, Logan I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support Note. 



9.6 Cowdell, Logan I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support  Note. 

9.7 Cowdell, Logan  Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity. 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

 Accept. 

9.8 Cowdell, Logan Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

9.9 Cowdell, Logan I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

9.10 Cowdell, Logan An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

9.11 Cowdell, Logan I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

10.1 Leerschool, 
Peter 

No Information on form just that they support  Support. Note.  

11.1 Markham, 
Angela 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support  
No decision requested. 

Note. 

11.2 Markham, 
Angela 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend 6.5.7 - definition 
of 'pest cat' to include all 
unowned cats.  
 
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



11.3 Markham, 
Angela 

 
I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend 6.5.7 - rules 
around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land to be amended to 
include any cat. Suggest 
Rule 1 (p 74) is re-
written to exclude the 
word “pest” ie. “No 
person shall feed or 
provide shelter to cats on 
private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

11.4 Markham, 
Angela 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

11.5 Markham, 
Angela 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support. Note. 

11.6 Markham, 
Angela 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

11.7 Markham, 
Angela 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Amend rules to state that 
no person shall release 
any hedgehog into a 
KNE area. 

Accept.  

11.8 Markham, 
Angela 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support.  Note. 

11.9 Markham, 
Angela 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

11.10 Markham, 
Angela 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support.  Note. 



12.1 Bremner, David I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. Cats are highly skilled predators 
that kill regardless of hunger.  
 
Cats have the ability to decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards 
and insects. Cats have no natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their 
numbers. Without management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by 
council and community groups.  

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested. 

Note.  

12.2 Bremner, David I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

12.3 Bremner,David I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest”  
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

12.4 Bremner, David I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan.  
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support.  
 

Note. 

12.5 Bremner, David I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support.  Note. 

12.6 Bremner, David  Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

12.7 Bremner, David Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 

Accept.  



area. 

12.8 Bremner, David I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support.  Note.  

12.9 Bremner, David An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

12.10 Bremner, David I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support  Note. 

13.1 Lane, Jacqui I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

13.2 Lane, Jacqui I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

13.4 Lane, Jacqui I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest”  
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



13.5 Lane, Jacqui I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support.  Note. 

13.6 Lane, Jacqui I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. 

Support.  Note.  

13.7 Lane, Jacqui  More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on our native 
biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

13.8 Lane, Jacqui Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

13.9 Lane, Jacqui I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
  

Support. Note. 

13.10 Lane, Jacqui An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence. 

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

13.11 Lane, Jacqui I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support.  Note. 

14.1 Basha, Parid I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support.  Note.  

14.2 Basha, Parid  I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



14.3 Basha, Parid I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

14.4 Basha, Parid I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support.  Note.  

14.5 Basha, Parid I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support. Note.  

14.6 Basha, Parid Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

14.7 Basha, Parid Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem. 

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

14.5 Basha, Parid I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support.  Note. 

14.6 Basha, Parid An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence 

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

14.7 Basha, Parid I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support.  Note. 



15.1 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan.Cats are highly skilled predators 
that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to decimate populations of native species 
including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no natural predators in New Zealand so 
humans need to control their numbers. Without management cats undermine any predator 
control work undertaken by council and community groups.  

Support. No specific 
decision requested. 

Note. 

15.2 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

15.3 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

15.4 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support.  Note. 

15.5 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support.  Note. 

15.6 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

15.7 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  



15.8 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
  

Support.  Note. 

15.9 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence. 

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

15.10 Van Den 
Hoeven, John 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support.  Note. 

16.1 Robertson, 
Andrew 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
They are absolutely out of control in Berhampore.  
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

16.2 Robertson, 
Andrew 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

16.3 Robertson, 
Andrew 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



16.4 Robertson, 
Andrew 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

16.4 Robertson, 
Andrew 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support.  Note. 

16.5 Robertson, 
Andrew 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

16.6 Robertson, 
Andrew 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

16.7 Robertson, 
Andrew 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support.  Note.  

16.8 Robertson, 
Andrew 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence 

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

16.9 Robertson, 
Andrew 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support.  Note. 

17.1 Gray, Kerry   I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan.Cats are highly skilled predators 
that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to decimate populations of native species 
including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no natural predators in New Zealand so 
humans need to control their numbers. Without management cats undermine any predator 
control work undertaken by council and community groups. 

Support.  Note.  

17.2 Gray, Kerry I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



17.3 Gray, Kerry I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

17.4 Gray, Kerry I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity. 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

17.5 Gray, Kerry I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

17.6 Gray, Kerry Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

17.7 Gray, Kerry I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support.  Note.  

17.8 Gray, Kerry An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

17.9 Gray, Kerry I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 



18.1 Hoffman, Lucy I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note. 

18.2 Hoffman, Lucy I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

18.3 Hoffman, Lucy  
I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

18.4 Hoffman, Lucy I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

18.4 Hoffman, Lucy I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

18.5 Hoffman, Lucy  
Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  



18.6 Hoffman, Lucy I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

18.7 Hoffman, Lucy An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

18.8 Hoffman, Lucy I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

19.1 Beadel, Jack I support the inclusion of all cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  

19.2 Beadel, Jack I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all cats. My suggested 
definition of a pest cat is: “any cat in new zealand”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats. 
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “any cat in 
New Zealand”. 

Reject.  

19.3 Beadel, Jack I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering any cats 'pet cats' or 'pest cats' on land to be 
amended to include any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. 
“No person shall feed or provide shelter any cats on private or public land within the 
Wellington Region”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering cats on land 
amended to include any 
cat. Suggest Rule 1 (p 
74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



19.4 Beadel, Jack I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

19.5 Beadel, Jack I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

19.6 Beadel, Jack Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

19.7 Beadel, Jack I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

19.8 Beadel, Jack An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

19.9 Beadel, Jack I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

20.1 Wilton, Tony I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. We live on the edge of the built-
up area with bush reserve on two sides. We have been here for more than 40 years. Previously 
we had a possum problem which was magnificently brought under control by GWRC. What 
followed was an upsurge in bird life - tui, kereru, bellbirds, grey warblers, waxeyes and many 
others. But now that birdlife is being attacked by an upsurge of feral cats. Domestic cats have 
been abandoned and have bred in the bush. We are now at least four generations into this 
infestation. 
This infestation is being made worse by some residents who encourage and feed the cute 
kitties. The role of the SPCA - trap, neuter and return - is infuriating.  
  

Support. Note. 

20.1 Wilton, Tony  I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



20.2 Wilton, Tony I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

20.3 Wilton, Tony I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

20.4 Wilton, Tony I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

20.5 Wilton, Tony Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

20.5 Wilton, Tony I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

20.6 Wilton, Tony An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

20.6 Wilton, Tony I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 



21.1 Grealish, Paul I wholeheartedly support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats completely vundermine any predator control work undertaken by council 
and community groups.  

Support. Note. 

21.2 Grealish, Paul I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

21.3 Grealish, Paul I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

21.4 Grealish, Paul I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

21.5 Grealish, Paul I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support. Note. 

21.6 Grealish, Paul Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

21.7 Grealish, Paul Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 



21.8 Grealish, Paul I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

21.9 Grealish, Paul An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

21.10 Grealish, Paul I wholeheartedly support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be 
controlled at specific sites.  

Support. Note. 

22.1 Johansson, 
Karin 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

22.2 Johansson, 
Karin 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

22.3 Johansson, 
Karin 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



22.4 Johansson, 
Karin 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

22.5 Johansson, 
Karin 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

22.6 Johansson, 
Karin 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

22.7 Johansson, 
Karin 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

22.8 Johansson, 
Karin 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

22.9 Johansson, 
Karin 

  I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

23.1 Hurdley, Tom I support the application and make further comments. Support. Note. 
23.2 Hurdley, Tom There should be increased funding and resources to exterminate feral cats in the Wellington 

Region. There are significant numbers of the cats in our are, with the Hutt city council, the 
pound and SPCA all diverting responsibilty to other party. Therefore a highly dangerous 
predator is falling through the cracks.      

Increase funding for feral 
cat control and 
extermination in the 
Wellington Region. 

Accept in part. 

23.3 Hurdley, Tom There should be the oppotunity for the community to purchase pest traps at discount prices. 
This would make the potential of Wellington become pest free more of a reality.      

Provide an opportunity 
for the public to purchase 
discounted pest traps. 

Noted.  

23.4 Hurdley, Tom There should be a requirement for all cats to be registered (like with dogs)     Insert a requirement that 
all cats within 
Wellington region must 
be registered, as dogs are 
required to be. 

Reject.  



24.1 Boyde, Sue I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan.Cats are highly skilled predators 
that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to decimate populations of native species 
including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no natural predators in New Zealand so 
humans need to control their numbers. Without management cats undermine any predator 
control work undertaken by council and community groups.  

Support. Note.  

24.2 Boyde, Sue I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

24.3 Boyde, Sue I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

24.4 Boyde, Sue I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

24.5 Boyde, Sue I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

24.6 Boyde, Sue Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

24.7 Boyde, Sue I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 



24.8 Boyde, Sue An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

24.9 Boyde, Sue I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

25.1 Fontan, Adriana I strongly oppose the inclusion of cats of any sort within the Proposed plan. It is barbaric, 
cruel and unfair. 
 
By far, the largest culprit of the loss of habitat and its subsequent loss of diversity are humans. 
Control sprawling low density cities, control population growth and you will rid the World of 
environmental problems. Of course, it is easy to distract people from the real causes of our 
environmental problems by blaming and killing cats.  
  

Oppose. Control 
sprawling low density 
cities, control population 
growth and you will rid 
the World of 
environmental problems 

Reject.  

25.3 Fontan, Adriana I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

25.4 Fontan, Adriana I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

25.5 Fontan, Adriana I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  



25.6 Fontan, Adriana I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

25.7 Fontan, Adriana Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

25.8 Fontan, Adriana I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support.  Note 

25.9 Fontan, Adriana An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

25.10 Fontan, Adriana I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

26.1 Mort, Anthony I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

26.2 Mort, Anthony I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats. 
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



26.3 Mort, Anthony I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  
No household should be permitted to have more than two cats at any residential area.  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

26.4 Mort, Anthony   I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

26.5 Mort, Anthony   I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion 
in the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

26.6 Mort, Anthony Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

26.7 Mort, Anthony I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

26.8 Mort, Anthony An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

26.9 Mort, Anthony I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support.  Note. 



27.1 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support.  Note. 

27.2 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

27.3 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

27.4 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

I would propose that pet cats be properly controlled and confined to the owners property. No 
other domestic animal is allowed to roam at will. Leaving a pet to roam the neighbourhood is 
deliberate neglect and should be punishable by law. Our cats should be properly looked after 
like dogs. Free roaming cats are run over by cars, get into fights, pick up fleas, eat garbage 
and get sick. They also spread toxoplasmosis by fouling our yards and parks.  

Domestic cats need to be 
properly controlled and 
not allowed to wander, as 
dogs currently are. 

Note. 

27.5 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 



27.6 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  
 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

27.7 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

27.8 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note. 

27.9 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

27.10 Campbellwhite, 
Maureen 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

28.1 Grace, Michael I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

28.2 Grace, Michael I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats. 
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



28.3 Grace, Michael I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

28.4 Grace, Michael I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

28.5 Grace, Michael I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support. Note. 

28.6  Grace, Michael Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

28.7 Grace, Michael Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

28.8 Grace, Michael I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

28.9 Grace, Michael An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

28.10 Grace, Michael I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 



29.1 Clifford, Jack I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

29.2 Clifford, Jack I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

29.3 Clifford, Jack I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  
Long term plan should include phasing out domestic cats. As a cat owner I have experienced 
first-hand my cat bringing in native birds, lizards and insects.  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

29.4 Clifford, Jack I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

29.5 Clifford, Jack I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

29.6 Clifford, Jack Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  



29.7 Clifford, Jack I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

29.8 Clifford, Jack An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

29.9 Clifford, Jack I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

30.1 Boy, Seth I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

30.2 Boy, Seth I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

30.3 Boy, Seth I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



30.4 Boy, Seth I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

30.5 Boy, Seth I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

30.6 Boy, Seth Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

30.7 Boy, Seth I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

30.8 Boy, Seth An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

30.9 Boy, Seth I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

31.1 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

31.2 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”.  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



31.3 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

They should be desexed and rehomed.  Suggests that cats should 
be sexed and rehomed. 
No specific request.  

Support in part.  

31.4 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

31.5 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

Hedgehogs Should be kept out of reserves.  Support. No specific 
decision requested.  

Note.  

31.6 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

31.7 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

31.8 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.                                                                                                                        

Support. Note.  

31.9 Sadowska, 
Paulina 

Stop using poisons such as 1080 and Roundup and all other pesticides which KILL native life 
like lizards and native snails. The excessive use of poison in NZ is putting animals and 
humans at risk.  

Opposes the use of 
poisons and pesticides 
and requests the use of it 
is stopped.  

Note. 

32.1 Simpson, 
Andrew 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

32.2 Simpson, 
Andrew 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



32.3 Simpson, 
Andrew 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

32.4 Simpson, 
Andrew 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape 

Support. Note. 

32.5 Simpson, 
Andrew 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

32.6 Simpson, 
Andrew 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

32.7 Simpson, 
Andrew 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

32.8 Simpson, 
Andrew 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

32.9 Simpson, 
Andrew 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  



33.1 Wild Aro 
Hawkins, 
Anthony 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

33.2 Wild Aro 
Hawkins, 
Anthony 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

33.3 Wild Aro 
Hawkins, 
Anthony 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

33.4 Wild Aro 
Hawkins, 
Anthony 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  
 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

33.5 Wild Aro 
Hawkins, 
Anthony 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

33.6 Wild Aro 
Hawkins, 
Anthony 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  



33.5 Wild Aro 
Hawkins, 
Anthony 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

33.6 Wild Aro 
Hawkins, 
Anthony 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

34.1 Nash, Chris I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

34.2 Nash, Chris I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

34.3 Nash, Chris I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

34.4 Nash, Chris I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 



34.5 Nash, Chris Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

34.6 Nash, Chris I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

34.7 Nash, Chris An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

34.8 Nash, Chris I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

35.1 Roberston, Caro I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan.Cats are highly 
skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to decimate populations 
of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no natural predators in 
New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without management cats undermine 
any predator control work undertaken by council and community groups.  

Support.  Note.  

35.2 Roberston, Caro I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

35.3 Roberston, Caro I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  
I would like to see all NZ native species prioritised over introduced species  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



35.4 Roberston, Caro I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

35.5 Roberston, Caro I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

35.6 Roberston, Caro Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

35.7 Roberston, Caro I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

35.8 Roberston, Caro An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence. 

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

35.9 Roberston, Caro I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

36.1 Seiler, Oliver I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support.  Note.  

36.2 Seiler, Oliver I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



36.3 Seiler, Oliver I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

36.4 Seiler, Oliver I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

36.5 Seiler, Oliver I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

36.6 Seiler, Oliver Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

36.7 Seiler, Oliver I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

36.8 Seiler, Oliver An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

36.9 Seiler, Oliver I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 



37.1 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

I very much support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
Given the plan is to be in place for a maximum of 20 years I believe that the issue of the pest 
cats should be dealt with in the plan.  
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Supports the plan the 
management and clarity 
around 'pest' cats.  

Note support.  

37.2 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”.  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats. 
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

37.3 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

37.4 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

37.5 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  
 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 



37.6 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

37.7 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

37.8 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

37.9 Leachman, 
Siobhan 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

38.1 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

38.2 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

38.3 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  
We need to get serious about pests before more extinctions locally or nationally of birds 
invertebrates plants and fish. This includes trout as a pest invasive species in some rivers 
impacting on whitebait species.  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



38.4 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

38.5 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

38.6 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

38.6 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

38.7 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

38.8 Fitz John, 
Trevor 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

39.1 Little, Chris I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

39.2 Little, Chris I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



39.3 Little, Chris I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

39.4 Little, Chris I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

39.5 Little, Chris I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

39.6 Little, Chris Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

39.7 Little, Chris I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

39.8 Little, Chris An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

39.9 Little, Chris I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  



40.1 Rooney, Nathan I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

40.2 Rooney, Nathan I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

40.3 Rooney, Nathan I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

40.4 Rooney, Nathan I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

40.5 Rooney, Nathan   I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion 
in the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  
 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

40.6 Rooney, Nathan Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 

Accept.  



area. 

40.7 Rooney, Nathan I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

40.8 Rooney, Nathan An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

40.9 Rooney, Nathan I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

41.1 Valentine, 
Alison 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

41.2 Valentine, 
Alison 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

41.3 Valentine, 
Alison 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



41.4 Valentine, 
Alison 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

41.5 Valentine, 
Alison 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds.  

Support.  Note. 

41.6 Valentine, 
Alison 

More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on our native 
biodiversity.  

Recommends more 
education on the impacts 
hedgehogs have on 
native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

41.7 Valentine, 
Alison 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

41.8 Valentine, 
Alison 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

41.9 Valentine, 
Alison 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence. 

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

41.10 Valentine, 
Alison 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

41.11 Valentine, 
Alison 

I support the close involvement of community groups working on eliminating pest species, 
plant and animal. 

Involve community 
groups in pest control 
and elimination projects. 

Note.  

41.12 Valentine, 
Alison 

 We need to continue to eliminate pest plants such as banana passionfruit and old man's beard, 
which are starting to reappear in areas previously cleared.  

Work to eliminate 
banana passionfruit and 
old man's beard in the 
Wellington Region.  

Accept.  

42.1 Chair, MIRO 
Webb, Terry 

MIRO is very concerned that feral deer and pigs have been downgraded from being in a Site-
led pest category to being classified as ‘harmful organisms’ and that neither of these feral 
species is a priority for pest control under the proposed plan. 

Oppose.  
Feral deer and  feral pigs 
shifting from a Site-led 
pest programme species, 
to being classified as 
'harmful organisms' 

Accept in part. 



42.2 Chair, MIRO 
Webb, Terry 

We believe that feral deer and pigs, in the context of Wellington’s Key Native Ecosystem 
(KNE) areas, are pests in that they meet the necessary criteria under the Biosecurity Act 1993 
and we cannot understand how they are no longer considered a priority for control (see 
below). 

Include feral deer and 
pigs as pests in the plan. 

Accept in part. 

42.3 Chair, 
MIROWebb, 
Terry 

We also note that goats are still included in the Site-led pest category and were thus part of the 
associated Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) for the RPMP.  In the CBA document, the preferred 
option for goat control is:“Site-led is the preferred option for feral goats in KNE and TA 
reserves as this provides powers under the Biosecurity Act when undertaking control. The 
management approach is essentially the same as under the RPMS 2002 – 2022, which has 
continued to work well by controlling feral goats to minimise significant impacts to the 
environment. A site-led control programme represents the most pragmatic and affordable 
management measure for the Wellington Region.  In terms of alternative approaches assessed, 
under no regional intervention (do-nothing approach) council would not have any mandate to 
be involved in feral goat management measures. There would be total reliance on voluntary 
control by occupiers. Under ‘do-nothing’ there is a high chance that environmental values are 
increasingly put at risk.”We would argue that this line of reasoning is equally applicable to 
deer and pigs, the only difference being that goats are seen to have lesser value by recreational 
hunters.  Recreational hunting value is not one of the criteria for pest status under the 
Biosecurity Act.  Furthermore, if it has been argued that recreational hunting will make a 
significant contribution to controlling the deer and pig population, we note that ‘means of 
control’ is not one of the criteria for pest status either.One benefit in having deer and pigs in 
the Site-led control category is that allows for rules to be made.  For example, the current Pest 
Management Strategy has two rules relating to the release of feral deer. While the 
unauthorised release of wild animals is an offence under the Wild Animal Control Act 1977, 
having specific rules in the RPMP gives the issue more visibility and, hopefully, provides a 
greater deterrent (compared to removing these rules).  A rule allowing access to neighbouring 
land for the control of deer, if the deer being pursued crosses into adjoining land, would be 
especially relevant on the western flanks of the Northern Forest of EHRP, where deer are 
repeatedly browsing (and destroying) residents’ gardens 

Include feral deer and 
pigs as pests in the plan 
in a Site-led category.  

Accept in part. 

42.4 Chair, MIRO 
Webb, Terry 

Another benefit of deer and pigs being in the Site-led control category is that it provides the 
opportunity for Greater Wellington to spell out what education, advice and support they will 
provide to landowners, occupiers, and the public about these pest animals, including the threat 
they pose to the KNE, and how to control them.  Controlling deer on residential properties is 
challenging for landowners, so Greater Wellington advice and support is essential. 
 
For these reasons deer and pigs need to be reinstated to the Site-led Pest category in the 
RPMP. 

Include feral deer and 
pigs as pests in the plan 
in a Site-led category, so 
as responsibilities 
pertaining to the 
management of these 
species is clearly detailed 
and communicated.  

Accept. 

42.5 Chair, MIRO 
Webb, Terry 

Deer and pigs need to be a priority for pest control because of the damage they cause in some 
KNEs 
 

Prioritise feral deer and 
pig control in KNE's. 

Accept.  



42.6 Chair, MIRO 
Webb, Terry 

See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  
 
If we take the example of EHRP, GW’s concern is borne out—selective browsing of the 
understorey by deer has done significant damage to vulnerable species for a number of years, 
including wiping out Kirk’s Tree Daisy and Raukawa.  Some of the browsed plants are key 
for providing food for iconic species, such as bellbirds, in the winter months. The GW 
Biodiversity Strategy’s first Goal is that “areas of high biodiversity value [i.e. KNEs] are 
protected or restored”.  This goal is clearly not being met in EHRP. 
 
Part of the problem here is that some recreational hunters (and others) still believe that we can 
achieve a balance point where the level of browsing damage is acceptable and there are 
sufficient deer for hunting.  This clearly is not the case: current damage is not acceptable and 
kill returns from the balloted hunting area are near-zero (in 6 weeks), while the professional 
hunters working near built-up areas on the western flank average roughly 7–8 kills per year 
(in 1-2 weeks). 
 
In our view, the only way we will achieve the Biodiversity Strategy’s first Goal is to use 
professional hunters more frequently while also looking at alternative control methods close to 
dwellings.  So in certain KNEs, deer control needs to be a priority under the RPMP.  The 
arguments are similar for pigs, although the types and distribution of damage are different. 

Increase the frequency of 
professional hunters 
efforts to control feral 
deer and pigs, while also 
looking at alternative 
control methods close to 
dwellings. 

Accept in part.  

43.1 Williams, Anna I support the application 
 
Is there a reason that feral pigs, and didymo are not included as pest species to be managed? 
Greater Wellington region does seem to be very 'weedy'. I support a greater emphasis on 
management of the weed-species and revegetation with appropriate native flora to restore 
habitat. I also support effective and ongoing pest-animal control, to allow our indigenous 
fauna to recover, be reintroduced (where appropriate), and flourish. I am supportive of the 
vision of Predator Free Wellington, but believe that we have a real problem also with pest 
cats, which we need to deal with. 

Support. Note.  

44.1 Predator Free 
Miramar  
Henry, Dan 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

44.2 Predator Free 
Miramar  
Henry, Dan 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



44.3 Predator Free 
Miramar Henry, 
Dan 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

44.4 Predator Free 
Miramar  
Henry, Dan 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

44.5 Predator Free 
Miramar  
Henry, Dan 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

44.6 Predator Free 
Miramar  
Henry, Dan 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

44.7 Predator Free 
Miramar  
Henry, Dan 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

44.8 Predator Free 
Miramar  
Henry, Dan 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

44.9 Predator Free 
Miramar  
Henry, Dan 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 



45.1 Martin, Jane I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note. 

45.2 Martin, Jane I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

45.3 Martin, Jane I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

45.4 Martin, Jane I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 

Support. Note.  

45.5 Martin, Jane Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

45.6 Martin, Jane I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

45.7 Martin, Jane Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  



45.8 Martin, Jane I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

45.9 Martin, Jane An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

45.10 Martin, Jane I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

46.1 Peoples, 
Ramona 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan.Cats are highly 
skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to decimate populations 
of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no natural predators in 
New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without management cats undermine 
any predator control work undertaken by council and community groups.  

Support.  Note. 

46.2 Peoples, 
Ramona 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

46.3 Peoples, 
Ramona 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



46.4 Peoples, 
Ramona 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

46.5 Peoples, 
Ramona 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

46.6 Peoples, 
Ramona 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem 

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

46.7 Peoples, 
Ramona 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

46.8 Peoples, 
Ramona 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

46.9 Peoples, 
Ramona 

  I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support.  Note.  

47.1 Perrie, Leon   I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan.                                                                                                                                                       Support.  Note.  

47.2 Perrie, Leon I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



47.3 Perrie, Leon I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

47.4 Perrie, Leon I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan.  

Support. Note.  

47.5 Perrie, Leon I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

47.6 Perrie, Leon Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

47.7 Perrie, Leon I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support.  Note.  

47.8 Perrie, Leon An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

47.9 Perrie, Leon I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

47.10 Perrie, Leon Deer and pigs do significant damage to native biodiversity. They are pests and should be listed 
in Table 4.1. Right now, they should be under site-led control within all Key Native 
Ecosytems and substantial buffers around these. With time, deer and pigs should become 
contained within areas specifically designated for hunting them, with eradication and 
exclusion from elsewhere. 

Oppose. Feral deer 
shifting from a Site-led 
pest programme species, 
to being classified as 
'harmful organisms' 

Accept in part. 



47.11 Perrie, Leon The list of plants on Table 4.1 is small, and shows an embarrassing lack of ambition by 
GWRC. Many more plant species in the Wellington region should be subject to 
control/eradication.  

Oppose. Mentions that 
many more plant species 
should be subject to 
control/eradication but 
no specific decision 
sought.  

Note. 

48.1 Rafter, Sonia I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  

48.2 Rafter, Sonia I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

48.3 Rafter, Sonia I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

48.4 Rafter, Sonia I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  



48.5 Rafter, Sonia I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  
 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

48.6 Rafter, Sonia Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

48.7 Rafter, Sonia I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

48.8 Rafter, Sonia An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

48.9 Rafter, Sonia I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support Note.  

49.1 James, Gary I support the plan in principal but would like to following to be taken into consideration: 
2.3.2: 
Predator Free 2050 
I would like to see a greater commitment from the plan towards an overall regional plan 
towards the 2050 goal as regional wide program of how we will get there. 
I think a goal of linking up the areas currently with pest control activities to provide a 
continuous front of control to help stop/slow reinvasion should be explored, planned for and 
led by GWRC. 

Support Note.  



49.2 James, Gary 4.1Pest plants add the following species to the control listJapanese honeysuckle (Lonicera 
japonica) program : eradication region wideSweet cherry (Prunus avium)  program: 
eradication region wideHawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)  program: site led eg Hutt Valley, 
Wainuiomata.Climbing asparagus (Asparagus scandens)  program: site led eg Te Whitit Park 
Lower Hutt, Ngaio gorge Wellington  

Add pest plants species 
to the control 
list:Japanese 
honeysuckle (Lonicera 
japonica) program : 
eradication region 
wideSweet cherry 
(Prunus avium)  
program: eradication 
region wideHawthorn 
(Crataegus monogyna)  
program: site led eg Hutt 
Valley, 
Wainuiomata.Climbing 
asparagus (Asparagus 
scandens)  program: site 
led eg Te Whitit Park 
Lower Hutt, Ngaio 
Gorge Wellington 
+D327 

Reject.   

49.3 James, Gary Pest animals 
Red deer (Cervus elaphus)  program: sustained control 
Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) program: eradication status 
Build upon the Miramar success in eradication and plan for region wide eradication. 
Feral goat (Capra hircus) program: progressive containment 

Change programme that 
animal species are in: 
 
Red deer (Cervus 
elaphus)  program: 
sustained control 
 
Possum (Trichosurus 
vulpecula) program: 
eradication status 
 
Build upon the Miramar 
success in eradication 
and plan for region wide 
eradication. 
 
Feral goat (Capra hircus) 
program: progressive 
containment 

Reject in part.  



49.4 James, Gary Funding: a commitment by the GWRC to increase the pest management budget by 5% each 
year over the plans budgeted figures. 

A commitment to 
increase pest 
management budget by 
5% annually over the 
plans budgeted figures.   

Support. 

50.1 McNeill, 
Florence 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 
 

Support. Note.  

50.2 McNeill, 
Florence 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

50.3 McNeill, 
Florence 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

50.4 McNeill, 
Florence 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape. 
 

Support. Note.  



50.5 McNeill, 
Florence 

Rule 1 for possums should also state the people should not release possums into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Amend Rule 1 for 
possums to prohibit 
releasing possums into 
Key Native Ecosystems. 

Reject.  

50.6 McNeill, 
Florence 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

50.7 McNeill, 
Florence 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

50.8 McNeill, 
Florence 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

50.8 McNeill, 
Florence 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

50.9 McNeill, 
Florence 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

51.1 Rogers, 
Amanda 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

51.2 Rogers, 
Amanda 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be changed to clearly include all free roaming, i.e. 
uncontained cats. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all free-roaming 
and uncontained cats. 

Reject.  



51.3 Rogers, 
Amanda 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

51.4 Rogers, 
Amanda 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

51.5 Rogers, 
Amanda 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  
 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

51.6 Rogers, 
Amanda 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

51.7 Rogers, 
Amanda 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

51.8 Rogers, 
Amanda 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

51.9 Rogers, 
Amanda 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 



52.1 Munn, Jordan I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

52.2 Munn, Jordan I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

52.3 Munn, Jordan I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

52.4 Munn, Jordan I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan.Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling 
their population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent 
reinvasion into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

52.5 Munn, Jordan I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

52.6 Munn, Jordan Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  



52.7 Munn, Jordan I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

52.8 Munn, Jordan An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

52.9 Munn, Jordan I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

52.10 Munn, Jordan I would like to see flexibility around the use of council owned land for recreational hunting. 
 
The current open hunting areas are hard to reach places and cause a funnel effect with hunters. 
 
When attempting to go for a recreational hunt after work, there is only one local area that we 
can access in time to actively hunt before the day ends. 
 
Many areas like, parts of Mt Clyme, tunnel gully, Rimutaka s, amd the East Harbour Park are 
close or so restricted that we generally don’t access them. If these restrictions are for H&S 
reasons, I would like to see some examples that have forced the restrictions. 
 
The forestry’s are also a key areas with a high population of large pest species damaging the 
forests. Large companies like earnslaw one, Reioners or Wenita are large commercial forestry 
companies with a successful permitting system.  

Adopt a more flexible 
approach to permitting 
recreational hunting on 
Council land 

Note. 

53.1 Name 
Confidentiality  

I fully support the GWRC developing and managing a comprehensive pest management plan 
and generally support the proposed plan. 

Support. Note.  



53.2 Name 
Confidentiality  

However, I do very much question the listing of rooks and magpies as a pest. There are a lot 
of urban myths in NZ about these birds and the damage they are supposed to be doing is often 
unsubstantiated. Most people who hold these beliefs and tell these stories have never 
witnessed any incidences themselves or may just have read the occasional news article about a 
problematic individual bird. These birds have an important role in insect and pest control and 
there are advantages in having them around. 
In my experience, magpies may pose the occasional nuisance when there is open grassland 
with very few trees. It's only during breeding season when they may become territorial in this 
type of landscape - but it's not a given. However, when there are more trees, they are pretty 
relaxed and blend in very well with other birds. They will chase away hawks (but other birds 
will do this too) but leave other exotic and native birds alone. The only birds I've seen 
attacking and killing other birds are tuis, especially during breeding season and when there is 
a shortage of food.  So is GWRC planning to list tuis as a pest or nuisance as well? 
The blanket removal of rooks where ever they appear is outrageous and unnecessary. 
I recommend that both rooks and magpies are removed from GWRC's proposed pest 
management list. The only reason for controlling individual birds is when there is 
substantiated and significant evidence that the disadvantages of their presence outweigh their 
advantages. 

Remove rooks and 
magpies from the RPMP 

Reject.  

54.1 Wellington Fish 
& 
GameKaverman
n, Matt 

1. Trapping is not the most effective control method for mustelids. Poisoning operations have 
far greater impact on mustelid populations (Pg. 167)2. Mustelids are most readily caught in 
late spring/early summer when naive juveniles are most active (Pg. 167)3. Cats are present in 
many wetlands in New Zealand (as identified in the attribute table on page 173) and their 
current and potential land use infested should be considered Low (Pg. 174) 

Amend inaccuracies in 
CBA document.   

Accept.  

54.2 Wellington Fish 
& Game 
Kavermann, 
Matt 

Fish and Game generally supports the site-lead programs (Table 8) to control Mustelids and 
pest cats where outcome monitoring of these programs is undertaken and shown to be 
achieving the goals of the control programs 

Support in part.  Note.  

54.3 Wellington Fish 
& Game 
Kavermann, 
Matt 

However, Fish and Game would suggest that more regular monitoring be undertaken than that 
outlined on page 80 to assess the effectiveness of the site-led mammalian control programs 
(5.3 Principal measures to manage pests, 2(d)). 

Amend 5.3 to include 
more regular monitoring. 

Reject.  

54.4 Wellington Fish 
& Game 
Kavermann, 
Matt 

Fish and Game also has concerns that outcome monitoring focuses on a measure of relative 
density of the pest species as opposed to the outcome of supressing or eradicating the 
mammalian pest's population. Instead Fish and Game recommends outcome monitoring 
focused on biodiversity benefits such as fledgling success or the recovery of trageted species 
population to ensure the pest control operations are spatially sufficient, and of great enough 
intensity, to meet the objectives of the plan. 

Amend the focus of 
outcome monitoring to 
focuses on biodiversity 
benefits. 

Accept in part. 

54.5 Wellington Fish 
& Game 
Kavermann, 
Matt 

Fish and Game requests to be listed as a key interest group for any reviews on the 
effectiveness of the plan. 

Ensure Fish and Game 
are consulted during any 
reviews. 

Accept. 



55.1 Kerridge, Bob 1.0 PEST CAT (Felis catus) 
 
• This is not a recognised cat descriptor.  The Code of Welfare for Cats, (2007), approved by 
the Minister for Primary Industries, following a full consultation process through the National 
Animal Welfare Advisory Committee, (NAWAC), defines cats in three legally recognised 
categories namely: 
COMPANION CATS 
STRAY CATS 
FERAL CATS 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

Amend references to 
"pest cat" to instead be 
"feral cat" 

Reject. 

55.2 Kerridge, Bob 2.0 Pest cats kill young and adult birds and occasionally take eggs … cats are highly efficient 
predators, and have been known to cause local extinctions of bird species. 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

Greater Wellington 
Regional Council to 
consider cat control 
measures with a clear 
head and strong 
empirical evidence that 
the proposed measures 
are necessary, are 
ethically and morally 
sound and based only on 
real facts and not 
concocted ones.  

Note. 

55.3 Kerridge, Bob 3.0 They (pest cats) also carry parasites and toxoplasmosis which causes abortions in sheep 
and illness in humans. 
 
This is yet another example of the type of false information that has been spread about cats to 
influence the public which has absolutely no strong foundation to it. 
 
• The primary source of toxoplasmosis in humans occurs by eating infected meat for which 
simple hygiene practices can prevent it.  It is true that exposure to the faeces of infected cats 
might cause infection in humans when in contact with it, with pregnant women being the most 
susceptible.  However it is more often than not harmless and ‘in reality transmission of this 
disease is extremely uncommon’ according to NZ Veterinary Association and Medical 
practitioners.  If this claim is to be continued in the RPMP some very definitive proof will be 
required, which to date is far from forthcoming, especially in the area of human health. 
 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents 

Oppose - requests 
evidence of cats 
transmitting parasites 
and toxoplasmosis  

Note.  



55.4 Kerridge, Bob 4.0 Pest cat means any cat within the Wellington Region that is not micro-chipped in an area 
where micro-chipping is compulsory, or not micro-chipped or registered on the New Zealand 
Companion Animal Register. 
Translated quite clearly this means that the micro-chipping of all cats will be mandatory if 
they are to escape the designation of pest cat, and accordingly the threat of euthanasia.  
Recently Wellington City ruled for mandatory micro-chipping within the boundaries of the 
Wellington City territorial authority, so in effect this already applies in the area, perhaps 
illegally. 
• The question of whether a Territorial Authority has the power to impose mandatory micro-
chipping and registration on cat guardians (owners) at their expense, and equally on cat carers 
caring for stray cats who they do not own, also at their expense, needs to be questioned.   
 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents 

Does GWRC really want 
to take those risks 
outlined in submission? 

See revised definition 8.2, 8.3 & 
66.2  

55.5 Kerridge, Bob 5.0 Greater Wellington Council will enforce a prohibition on cat colonies and abandonment.  
No person shall feed or provide shelter to pest cats on private or public land within the 
Wellington Region without the permission of the land owner.  Rule 1 prevents members of the 
public encouraging or supporting pest cat colonies on private and public land.  The Trap-
Neuter-Release (TNR) approach advocated by some people is not an effective control method.  
Cats can be controlled by hunting, trapping and poisoning. 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

1. What cats … 
companion and stray cats 
protected under the 
Animal Welfare Act, or 
the generalised and 
fanciful made up 
category of pest cats, or 
just any cat that happens 
to be in the wrong place 
at the wrong time and 
targeted for destruction?  
Hunting, trapping or 
poisoning cats is not 
controlling them, it is 
annihilating them.   
2. Has council 
considered that in the 
annihilation of cats, the 
killing of one species to 
(supposedly) save 
another, you will in all 
pro+D415bability be 
creating more irreparable 
damage than a permanent 
solution? 

See 8.2 and 8.3 for change in 
definition.  



56.1 Falkner, 
Richard 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note. 

56.2 Falkner, 
Richard 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

56.3 Falkner, 
Richard 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  
I think cats should be registered in the same way as dogs. This would help control them as a 
pest, and help contribute to finding their control.  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

56.4 Falkner, 
Richard 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

56.5 Falkner, 
Richard 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs 
have on our native biodiversity.  
 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 



56.6 Falkner, 
Richard 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

56.7 Falkner, 
Richard 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 
An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Support. Note. 

56.8 Falkner, 
Richard 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

56.9 Falkner, 
Richard 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

56.10 Falkner, 
Richard 

I think cats should be registered in the same way as dogs. This would help control them as a 
pest, and help contribute to finding their control.  

Insert a requirement that 
cats in the Wellington 
region are registered the 
same way dogs are. 

Reject.  

57.1 Wilcox, Sarah I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note. 

57.2 Wilcox, Sarah I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



57.3 Wilcox, Sarah I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

57.4 Wilcox, Sarah I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

57.5 Wilcox, Sarah I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support. Note.  

57.6 Wilcox, Sarah Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

57.7 Wilcox, Sarah Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem 

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

57.8 Wilcox, Sarah I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

57.9 Wilcox, Sarah An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  



57.10 Wilcox, Sarah I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

58.1 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  

58.2 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

58.3 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

58.4 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan.Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling 
their population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent 
reinvasion into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

58.5 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support. Note.  

58.6 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 



58.7 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

58.8 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

58.9 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

58.10 Renyard, 
Ashlyn 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

59.1 Trelissick Park 
Group 
Reimann, Peter 

We strongly support the Regional Council in their planning for the next twenty years of pest 
management – and hope that volunteer groups like the Trelissick Park Group can be kept 
involved with collaborative efforts – with the Wellington Regional Council and the 
Wellington City Council. 

Support. Accept.  

59.2 Trelissick Park 
Group 
Reimann, Peter 

Trelissick Park should again become a Key Native Ecosystem because it contains one of the 
few original forest remnants within Wellington City. 

Designate Trelissick 
Park as a Key Native 
Ecocystem 

Reject.  

59.3 Trelissick Park 
Group 
Reimann, Peter 

There has been an increase in rabbits in Trelissick Park – we need some practical approaches 
to rabbit control.  

Provide practical advice 
on rabbit control.  

Accept.  

59.4 Trelissick Park 
Group 
Reimann, Peter 

We have perceived an increase in the rat population in the past year, even with increased 
residential efforts to control rats in the surrounding areas. This is possibly a result of making 
the Park more dog friendly without dogs being kept under the required control off-track. To 
avoid dogs eating bait pellets we switched to block bait in bait stations. However, this has 
adversely affected rat control because rats can no longer remove pellets to horde in nests and 
access for Norway rats is more difficult. 

No specific decision 
requested. 

Note.  

59.5 Trelissick Park 
Group 
Reimann, Peter 

We need more clarity for City (WCC) roles within GWRC in pest animal control and 
management. 

Clarify WCC role in pest 
control and management. 

Accept. 



59.6 Trelissick Park 
Group 
Reimann, Peter 

Information is sparse on how we should monitor pest animals. We would like to make it more 
available to all who are involved in pest management. 

Make information on 
monitoring pest animals 
publically available 
(perhaps on GW 
website)? 

Accept.  

59.7 Trelissick Park 
Group 
Reimann, Peter 

The prevalence of Old Man’s Beard is on the increase in Wellington City. We are 
disappointed that GWRC are no longer controlling this. 

No specific decision 
requested. 

Note. 

59.8 Trelissick Park 
GroupReimann, 
Peter 

We are surprised that control of climbing asparagus in not included - e.g. there are bad 
infestations in the forest of the lower eastern Hutt hills. (WCC is tackling it in Trelissick Park 
on the slopes below Oban Street). 

No specific decision 
requested. 

Note. 

60.1 Legg, Jesse I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  

60.2 Legg, Jesse I propose the definition of pest cats to be changed to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



60.3 Legg, Jesse I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

60.4 Legg, Jesse I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

60.5 Legg, Jesse I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support. Note. 

60.6 Legg, Jesse Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

60.7 Legg, Jesse Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

60.8 Legg, Jesse I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

60.9 Legg, Jesse An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  



60.10 Legg, Jesse I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

61.1 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups 
 
 

Support. Note.  

61.2 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

61.3 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

61.4 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan.Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling 
their population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent 
reinvasion into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

61.5 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support.  Note.  



61.6 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

61.7 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

61.8 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support.                 Note. 

61.9 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

61.10 Turnbull, 
Duncan 

  I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

62.1 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 
 

Support. Note.  

62.2 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



62.3 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

62.4 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

62.5 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support. Note. 

62.6 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

62.7 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

62.8 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

62.9 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offense, and set a tough penalty against it.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

62.10 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as well as mice for site-led pests to be 
controlled at specific sites.  

Support. Note. 



62.11 Nobushige, 
Tomii 

I applaud the Greater Wellington Regional Council's proposal to identify cats as pests. This 
step is absolutely essential to protect native wildlife in this country. 
 
When it's implemented, it will become a model case for future pest management in other 
regions as well. So it is very important to set an example of tough / robust pest management 
policy. 
 
Please make a bold move and lead the way to achieving a "Predator Free New Zealand" 

Support. Note.  

63.1 Vink, Hetty I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  

63.2 Vink, Hetty I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats. 
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

63.3 Vink, Hetty I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



63.4 Vink, Hetty I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

63.5 Vink, Hetty I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support. Note.  

  Vink, Hetty Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

63.6 Vink, Hetty Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

63.7 Vink, Hetty I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

63.8 Vink, Hetty An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

63.9 Vink, Hetty I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

64.1 Brusen, John I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 
 
  

Support.  Note.  



64.2 Brusen, John I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

64.3 Brusen, John I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

64.4 Brusen, John I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

64.5 Brusen, John I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 

Support. Note.  

64.6 Brusen, John  Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

64.7 Brusen, John Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

64.8 Brusen, John I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  



64.9 Brusen, John An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

64.10 Brusen, John   I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.                                                                                                                       

Support. Note.  

64.11 Brusen, John I would like the initiatives above to be implemented in all areas of New Zealand eventually. 
The Wellington area is a good start, but other wild areas, including private property, should 
also be included.  

Implement pest control 
initiatives throughout all 
of New Zealand. 

Note.  

65.1 Tocker, Warren I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

65.2 Tocker, Warren I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

65.3 Tocker, Warren I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



65.4 Tocker, Warren I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

65.5 Tocker, Warren I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 
 

Support.  Note. 

65.6 Tocker, Warren Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

65.7 Tocker, Warren Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

65.8 Tocker, Warren I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

65.9 Tocker, Warren An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

65.10 Tocker, Warren I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

66.1 Bell, Ann I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups 
 

Support. Note. 



66.2 Bell, Ann I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats., which 
are clearly and unambiguously owned by a person or persons. I do not agree that all such cats 
should be microchipped.  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  

Accept in part.  See 8.2 

66.3 Bell, Ann I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

66.4 Bell, Ann I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

66.5 Bell, Ann I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 

Support.  Note.  

  Bell, Ann  Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

66.6 Bell, Ann Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

66.7 Bell, Ann I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  



66.8 Bell, Ann An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

66.9 Bell, Ann I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

66.10 Bell, Ann I think that it is counterproductive to insist that cats should be microchipped. I think that by 
demonising cats (even though they are clearly predators), will be counterproductive to the 
main aim of increasing bird populations. Well-fed domestic cats sleep for about 70%+ of the 
day. Feral or abandoned cats are clearly going to hunt for food, They should be neutered and 
homed, or humanely killed.  

1. Opposes mandatory 
microchipping of cats.  
2. Neuter and home, or 
humanely kill feral or 
abandoned cats.  

Note.  

67.1 Auld, Nicky  I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  

67.2 Auld, Nicky I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

67.3 Auld, Nicky I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



67.4 Auld, Nicky I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note. 

67.5 Auld, Nicky I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support. Note.  

67.6 Auld, Nicky Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

67.7 Auld, Nicky Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

67.8 Auld, Nicky I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

67.9 Auld, Nicky An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

67.10 Auld, Nicky I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

67.11 Auld, Nicky Wellington has a resident endangered Kaka Population which needs extensive areas of pest 
free vegetation. Where else NZ can you see & hear Kaka flying around an inner city park. (All 
land ownership types of vegetation need to be covered for pest control) Ie Urban, rural, doc, 
council parks and private gardens and farms, etc. They also visit outer island depending on 
food sources available. They live in old native forests often on ridge lines, and live & nest in 
large holes in old trees. This is were protection from Cats, Rats, Possums and stoats is critical. 
They are often very noisy in pine plantations in the winter months, feeding on pine cones, 
insects etc. They are probably feeding on the ground and are at risks during this time from all 
pest. Wellington's old pine trees provide habitat for these birds and should not be chopped 
down and should also be targeted for pest control.  

Support.1. Pest control 
needs to occur across all 
land types. 2. Do not 
chop down old man's 
pines.  

Note.  



68.1 Keall,Susan I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  

68.2 Keall,Susan I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

68.3 Keall,Susan I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

68.4 Keall,Susan I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

68.5 Keall,Susan I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 
 

Support.  Note.  

68.6 Keall,Susan Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 



68.7 Keall,Susan Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

68.8 Keall,Susan I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note. 

68.9 Keall,Susan An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

68.10 Keall,Susan I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.                                                                                                                  

Support. Note.  

68.11 Keall,Susan I would like to see a plan to control Tradescantia around Wellington City. It is pervasive in 
many areas of the green belt and suppresses native seedling germination, and also causes 
allergic reactions to dogs that come into contact with it.  

Develop control plan for 
Tradescatia around 
Wellington City.  

Reject.  

69.1 Thrift, Andrew I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan.Cats are highly 
skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to decimate populations 
of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no natural predators in 
New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without management cats undermine 
any predator control work undertaken by council and community groups.I have seen cats live 
perfectly happily indoors as "flat cats" when I lived in London and other cities, allowing them 
to roam at night should be made illegal in NZ.  

Support.Allowing them 
to roam at night should 
be made illegal.  

Note. 

69.2 Thrift, Andrew I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



69.3 Thrift, Andrew I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

69.4 Thrift, Andrew I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape. 
 
I have no problem with the use of 1080 as a method of control.  

Support.  Note. 

69.5 Thrift, Andrew I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 

Support.  Note. 

69.6 Thrift, Andrew  Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

69.7 Thrift, Andrew Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

69.8 Thrift, Andrew I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  



69.9 Thrift, Andrew An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

69.10 Thrift, Andrew I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

69.11 Thrift, Andrew I would strongly suggest that Tradescantia be added to the list of pest plants to be controlled, 
this plant is widespread and suppresses native growth and can lead to land slips. It is also 
noxious and ugly.  

Add Tradescatia to list of 
pest plants to be 
controlled. 

Reject.  

70.1 Martinson, Paul I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

70.2 Martinson, Paul I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

70.3 Martinson, Paul I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



70.4 Martinson, Paul   I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

70.5 Martinson, Paul I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support. Note.  

  Martinson, Paul Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

70.6 Martinson, Paul Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

70.7 Martinson, Paul I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

70.8 Martinson, Paul An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

70.9 Martinson, Paul I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note. 

70.10 Martinson, Paul Cats are the third most significant causal factor of avian extinction in NZ, but still no law 
controlling them. Cats need to be micro-chipped and identifiable with an owner. Until that 
time there is no sure way of distinguishing feral, stray and owned animals from each other. 
Many 'owned cats are killed as a result. Cat control is essential. Please introduce it.  

Supports the introduction 
of cat control and micro-
chipped and identifiable 
with an owner. 

Note support.  



71.1 Dawes, Mallory I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support.  
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

71.2 Dawes, Mallory I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

71.3 Dawes, Mallory I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

71.4 Dawes, Mallory I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

71.5 Dawes, Mallory I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support.  Note.  



71.6 Dawes, Mallory Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

71.7 Dawes, Mallory Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

71.8 Dawes, Mallory I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

71.9 Dawes, Mallory An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

71.10 Dawes, Mallory I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

72.1 Petzen, Daniel I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 
 

Support.  
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

72.2 Petzen, Daniel I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



72.3 Petzen, Daniel I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

72.4 Petzen, Daniel I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

72.5 Petzen, Daniel I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 

Support.  Note.  

  Petzen, Daniel Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

72.6 Petzen, Daniel Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

72.7 Petzen, Daniel I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support.  Note.  

72.8 Petzen, Daniel An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  



72.9 Petzen, Daniel I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.                                                                                                                             More 
effort should be put into controlling all types of rats and mice. I've trapped around 15 mice 
and 3 rats in the last 8-10 months in my small garden. 
The best option is most likely to get more people involved in setting traps in their own 
gardens.  

Support, with more effort 
put into control of rats 
and mice.  

Note. 

73.1 Thrasher, Susan I believe the pest management plan begins with an assumption that is not necessarily sound: 
that so-called “pests” negatively impact and inhibit our native diversity. Yes, they can have an 
“economic impact” of course, and of course there may be situations where the particular 
abundance of a species can influence what we, as humans, want nature to look like. But that is 
all human-centric and subjective. 

No decision requested.  Note.  

73.2 Thrasher, Susan That aside, probably my biggest concern with the pest management plan as proposed is that it 
talks about the “control” or “eradication” of a large number of species, both plant and animal, 
without sharing the detail of how this is to be done. I am increasingly alarmed at the 
rampant—and often indiscriminate—use of poisons in our environment. No poisons are 
species-specific, and all have an environmental impact and fallout beyond their target. 1080 
and Roundup (glyphosate) get some media attention, probably because they are so often 
applied aerially, and there is clear evidence that they are hazardous for human health and can 
affect the health of our pets and livestock. Fewer people grapple with, or protest about, 
difficult-to-pronounce-and-remember names like brodificoum and Pindone, both anti-
coagulant Vitamin-K inhibitors that are often used as ground bait. And then there are the plant 
poisons with trade names like Conquest, Kamba 500, and Terminate, many of these 
glyphosate-based like Roundup. These are most commonly sprayed with guns from the 
ground, a less-visible application and covering smaller areas than aerial sprays, but still 
affecting many plants and animals beyond the target species. 
 
None of these poisons are good for the environment, or for us. Our politicians talk about the 
desire for clean water, then I see roadside and curbside weed-spraying and know that the 
residue and run-off goes right into our streams, rivers, lakes, estuaries, and ocean when it 
rains. Parks are sprayed, and then our children and our dogs play there. A few places in the 
world have gone to using steam to fight unwanted vegetation, which of course is non-toxic 
and not residual, or they rely on good, old Weedeaters. Why is that so hard? 
 
If we must pick species to control—and I wish we didn’t do that quite so readily, but I 
recognize that’s a minority viewpoint—can we at least control our unwanted wildlife (plants 
and animals) without zealously using a bevy of toxic chemicals that contaminate the 
environment? 

Oppose - use less 
poisons in pest control. 

Reject.  



73.3 Thrasher, Susan Lastly, I’d like to say I object to eradication plans (no doubt by poison) of the Wellington 
region’s rooks. While I do not reside in the Wairarapa region where they are living, I have 
great respect for corvids; they are highly intelligent birds. As insect-eaters, they are as likely 
to be raiding farmers’ fields for grass grubs as they are damaging grain crops in summer. And 
if the primary reason for wanting to kill them is simply that they are not native… Sad in the 
extreme.  

Amend RPMP to no 
longer include rooks 

Reject.  

73.4 Thrasher, Susan I also object to the inclusion of hedge hogs on the pest list. Personally, I have always felt 
honoured to be visited by these delightful little animals in my garden, and am happy to share 
my [unpoisoned] snails with them. I haven’t seen one in quite a while, though. In the UK, 
hedgehogs are in long-term decline with an estimated population now of maybe just a million, 
down from an estimated 30 million in the 1950’s, according to a recent Guardian article. 
Agricultural intensification and the use of pesticides affecting their food supply are blamed.  

Amend RPMP to no 
longer include 
hedgehogs. 

Reject.  

73.5 Thrasher, Susan And I’ll also stick in a plea here for the poor, over-vilified possums, who are far less a threat 
than the tonnes of toxins spread across the country in the name of killing them. 

No specific decision 
requested. 

Note.  

74.1 NZ Cat 
CoalitionDuston
, Ken 

1. The classification of “pest cat” is not supported in legislation and has no legal authorityThe 
RPMP contains a classification of “pest cat”. This does not exist in law, nor does GWRC have 
the legal authority to introduce such a classification.See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 
2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

The category of “pest 
cat” is removed from the 
RPMP and the 
technically correct term 
of “feral cat” is 
reinstated, in keeping 
with the previous version 
of the RPMP, to ensure 
GWRC remains within 
its delegated legislative 
authority 

Reject. 



74.2 NZ Cat 
Coalition 
Duston, Ken 

2. No evidence is provided to back the assertion that cats are a growing problem in the GWRC 
area 
 
While the simple cost-benefit used by GWRC in the RPMP looks sufficient on first glance, it 
is my professional assessment that it has the following limitations: 
1. The allocation of economic costs to cats is not evidentially justified, as the allocation model 
is effectively invisible 
2. The model makes no attempt to calculate the dis-benefits of “pest” cat control where cats 
apply pressure to rodent populations, despite noting this ecosystem service in the text 
3. The model makes no allowance for the social benefits of cats, despite widespread support in 
the academic literature for the inclusion of this factor. 
 
The sum total of these limitations is that the cost/benefit assessment is unsound, and there is 
little-to-no likelihood that the wider economic benefits claimed would materialise. Decision 
makers should not depend on the cost/benefit analysis when assessing whether cat control is 
justified. 
While it is understandable that officers have taken a rough stab at assessing costs and benefits 
in the context of the wider debate around cat management, the analysis put forward is not fit 
for this purpose, and should be ignored. 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

The RPMP is altered to 
reflect the evidence-
based approach in 
relation to the assessment 
and management of feral 
cats, using a multi-
criteria analysis 
approach. 

Accept in part. 
 

75.1 Gazley, Dennis I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support.  
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

75.2 Gazley, Dennis I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



75.3 Gazley, Dennis I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

75.4 Gazley, Dennis I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support.  
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

75.5 Gazley, Dennis I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 

Support.  Note.  

75.6 Gazley, Dennis  Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

75.7 Gazley, Dennis Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

75.8 Gazley, Dennis I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

75.9 Gazley, Dennis An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  



75.10 Gazley, Dennis I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

75.11 Gazley, Dennis Over the last couple of years the SPCA has held `cat adoption days' in Karori. This is just 
ridiculous. Surely an organisation such as this must appreciate the great work the Sanctuary 
and local trapping groups are doing. The SPCA has to be told that their `adoption days' are not 
welcome in Karori, or even the rest of New Zealand  

Supplementary 
comments.No decision 
requested.  

Note.  

76.1 Callister, Paul,  
StaceMichael,  
Cave,Shane 

As you note in your report there are more than 230km of state highways in the Wellington 
Region. You note that the Transport Agency is the occupier of the Crown land on which the 
roads lie, together with the road reserves extending to the adjoining land owners/ occupiers’ 
property boundaries. As you state, land under the Transport Agency’s jurisdiction is subject to 
the rules for land owners/occupiers as defined in the RPMP, so it has the same obligations as 
any other land occupier. There are also adjoining Road Reserves. 
 
4. The new Kapiti Expressway creates a new set of pest problems. This is a long corridor 
through the middle of Kapiti. Despite it being a requirement of the resource consent to control 
animal pests, NZTA has expressed in correspondence with us that it has no intention to carry 
out a trapping program. We have recently written to GWRC asking your organisation to 
enforce these requirements under the resource consent. While we are concerned about the 
range of animal pests already in the southern part of Kapiti, an additional concern is that 
ferrets will use the expressway to reach our area. 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

Enforce resource consent 
requirements pertaining 
to pests 

Note.  

76.2 Callister, Paul,  
StaceMichael,  
Cave,Shane 

Since placing motion triggered cameras on all three sites we have a greater awareness of cat 
presence. We are also aware of the growing scientific evidence suggesting cats are important 
predators. We therefore support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest 
Management plan. 

Support. Note.  

76.3 Callister, Paul,  
StaceMichael,  
Cave,Shane 

We agree with the proposal the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all 
unowned cats. We also agree with the suggested definition of a pest cat as: “a cat without a 
registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



76.4 Callister, Paul,  
StaceMichael,  
Cave,Shane 

We would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to 
include any cat.  We suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No 
person shall feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington 
Region, without the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

76.5 Callister, Paul,  
StaceMichael,  
Cave,Shane 

Finally, we suggest that there should be on-going education to minimise the risk to native 
species by those cats people choose to own in urban areas. 

More education on the 
impacts cats pose to 
native species. 

Accept in part.  

76.6 Callister, Paul,  
StaceMichael,  
Cave,Shane 

 Ideally, we would like some urban areas near sensitive ecological areas to become ‘cat free’. Some sensitive urban 
areas to become 'cat 
free'. 

Note.  

77.1 Name 
Confidentiality  

It is important that feral deer be classified as a pest in the same category as hedgehogs and 
feral goats.  The paragraph 7.1 stating that feral deer will not be a priority for pest control 
under the proposed plan is worrying.   

  Accept in part..  

77.2 Name 
Confidentiality  

Funding and the ability to control feral deer in KNEs and other areas of high ecological value 
is required as they are selective browsers and cause damage.   

  Accept.  

77.3 Name 
Confidentiality  

Each deer eats a large amount of food each year (one unverified source said 1.5 tons).  In the 
forested KNEs the food sources are important plants in the ecosystem which should be 
providing food for birds and other native organisms as well as having their own intrinsic 
values.  The KNEs are rightly protected, with people not allowed to collect plant material 
without permission, yet some think it is valid to allow deer in the forests so that a very small 
minority can kill them for their own dinner.  Retaining deer in the native forests for 
individuals to eat is not a valid reason to allow deer.  There needs to be a clear goal of 
eliminating deer from these forests as part of their preservation and restoration. 

There needs to be a clear 
goal of eliminating deer 
from these forests as part 
of their preservation and 
restoration. 

Note. 

77.4 Name 
Confidentiality  

Feral pigs also need to be classified as a pest, for similar reasons. Classify feral pigs as 
pests.  

Reject. 



78.1 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

Introduction - I strongly support the Council's intention to lead effectient and effective pest 
management in the Region that will lead to the minimisation of actual or potential adverse 
effects in some areas. 

Support. Note.  

78.2 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

Section 1.1 Purpose - The Plan states that "it is only where and individual's actions or 
inactions in managing pests imposes undue effects on others that regional pest management is 
needed". I submit that this statement mis-represents the intent of the Regional Pest Plan 
provisions of the Biosecurity Act 1993 (paragraphs 70, 71, and 72) 

Revise the wording, eg: 
"However, it is only 
where a subject is 
capable of causing an 
adverse effect in the 
region, a planned 
approach would be more 
effective than voluntary 
management and the 
benefits of a regional 
plan, that regional pest 
management is 
warranted. 

Accept. 

78.3 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

Section 1.3 Coverage - The formal requirements of the plan for individual subjects covered by 
the plan (as proposed) have little effect on Crown Land. I submit that the plan would be 
improved by highlighting the major areas of Crown Land and including commentarywith 
respect to how that land might be integrated into the planned outcomes of individual pests. 

Major areas of Crown 
Land shown as an 
overlay in Figure 1. Text 
to include a statement to 
the effect of "While 
Crown Land is generally 
outside the coverage of 
this Plan, Council will 
seek to work with Crown 
agencies to achieve 
coordinated control of 
targeted pests" 

Accept.  

78.4 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

Sections 2.1.1-2.1.1.6 Strategic background - I support the analysis and documentation of 
legislative and policy instruments summarised in the document. 

Support. Note.  

78.5 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

2.1.1.1 GW's Biodivseristy Strategy - I submit that the GWBS goals identified in Figure 2 are 
not the goals as stated in the Strategy. 

Review and correct 
representation of the 
goals of the Biodiversity 
Strategy. 

Note.  



78.6 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

2.1.1.2 Key Native Ecosystems - I submit that the KNE programme is an implementation 
output from other Policies or Strategies rather than a stand-alone "driver" for the pest 
management plan and should be identified as such. I further note that; 
· it is unclear what, if any, authority under the Biosecurity Act GW requires to operate in the 
identified KNE given that it either owns the sites or has a management agreement with the 
owners. 
· KNEs are not referred to in the proposed NRP. 

Review representation of 
KNEs in this section. 

Accept.  

78.7 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

2.1.1.5 Marine biosecurity - I support the Council's identification of marine biosecurity as a 
significant and developing area of concern for the Region. I note that the Department manages 
two Marine Reserves within the Region that are at risk from new organisms, For GW's 
consideration, I commend the approach taken by Hawkes Bay Regional Council and note that 
the Department will work with GW to help ensure protection of marine biodiversity in the 
Region. 

1. Note 
2. Consider amending 
final paragraph of this 
section e.g. "For this 
reason, as the national 
marine biosecurity 
surveillance and 
response capability 
increases, throughout the 
life of this plan, Greater 
Wellington will work 
with central and local ..." 

Accept.  
 

78.8 Department of 
ConservationVi
sser, Chris 

2.1.2 Biosecurity Framework - I submit that the headings in Figure 3 should be enlarged on in 
the subsequent text to clarify what effect those mechanisms have upon pest management 
responsibilities and outcomes in the Wellington Region. (I note that some of this detail may be 
present in sections 2.2 —2.3 and hence editing may be all that is required.) 

Review and expand 
section 2.1.2 to identify 
the effect of identified 
mechanisms on pest 
management 
responsibilities and 
outcomes in the 
Wellington Region. 

Accept. 



78.9 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

2.2.1 Council leadership - I submit that Council should acknowledge that the leadership role 
for pest management and coordination of pest management activities in the Region is assigned 
under S.12b of the Biosecurity Act 

Review and revise 
paragraph 1 of 5.2.2.1 to 
describe assigned role 
under legislation. 

Accept. 

78.10 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

2.2.1 Part 6: Administering an RPMP - I submit that the examples described in this paragraph 
are required under Part 5 of the Biosecurity Act, not Part 6. 

Review paragraph and 
either correctly ascribe 
the examples or use other 
examples drawn from 
Part 6. 

Accept. 

78.11 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

2.2.1 Changes to the Act since 1993 - I submit that several "changes" identified in this section 
are derived from the fact that a National Policy Direction has been promulgated not from 
legislative changes. 

Review section and 
clarify those 
requirements introduced 
by the National Policy 
Direction for Pest 
Management. 

Note. 

78.12 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

2.2.4 Compliance with other legislation - I submit that the Biosecurity Act does not require 
compliance with the identified legislation. The Act (5.7.2) requires that actions taken under 
the Act do not "derogate" from various listed legislative provisions and under S7.5 the Wild 
Animal Control Act and the Wildlife Act cannot prevent or inhibit council's powers with 
respect to pest management. 

Revise and update 
reference to other 
legislation. 

Accept.  
 



78.13 Department of 
ConservationVi
sser, Chris 

2.3 Other legislative provisions not decsribed - I submit that this section should make 
reference to legislative provisions with respect to Noxious Fish particularly as freshwater 
quality and aquatic species/ecosystems are key elements of the proposed Natural Resources 
Plan. Similarly, the plan should note that many species have been classified as unwanted 
organisms potentially giving agencies or council access to powers to survey for and/or control 
these species. 

Review section to 
include description of 
implications with respect 
to unwanted organisms 
and noxious fish. (I note 
that description of 
unwanted organism 
provisions in this section 
provide the foundation 
for subsequent coverage 
in S.4.3) 

Accept in part. 

78.14 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

2.6 Consultation overview - I submit that Council have chosen to follow S.72.c. provisions 
with respect to consultation in the plan and therefore the outcome of consultation that needs to 
be incorporated into the plan is that occurring now. 

No decision requested.  Note.  

78.15 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

3.3 Affected parties - I submit that the incorporated society, OSPRI/TbFreeNZ, that is a major 
contributor to pest management in the GW Region should be included in this list and its 
contribution described. 

Include incorporated 
Societies, particularly 
OSPRI/TbFreeNZ in 3.3 
and subsequent 
description. 

Accept in part. 

78.16 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

3.3.1.2 - I submit that the obligations of landowners extend to meeting the requirements of any 
Good Neighbour Rule that may be included in the plan. (This responsibility is not confined to 
Crown agencies). 

Note GNR obligations 
for Individuals. 

Accept..  

78.17 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

3.3.2 Crown agencies - I submit that several Crown Agencies, particularly MPI and DOC are 
significant contributors to pest management outputs and outcomes within the Region and that 
this contribution should be acknowledged. 

Acknowledge 
contribution that MPI 
and DOC make to pest 
management in the 
region.  

Accept.  

78.18 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

4.1 Organisms declared as pects - I submit that I strongly support the inclusion of the listed 
species as pests. 

Support.  Note.  



78.19 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

4.1 Organisms declared as pests - I submit that pests (Manchurian wild rice, Cape tulip and 
Water Hyacinth) currently managed by GW in collaboration with MPI should be included as 
pests in the RPMP. This would give the Chief Executive of GW authority to appoint 
inspectors and authorised persons for the purpose of finding and removing these plants. 

Include Manchurian wild 
rice, Cape tulip and 
Water Hyacinth as 
eradication pests. 

Reject.  

78.20 Department of 
ConservationVi
sser, Chris 

4.1 Organisms declared as pests - I submit that the pest plant "Pig's ear" should be included as 
a pest in the same context as Boneseed as it has similar impacts in the same habitats as 
Boneseed although perhaps over a greater extent of the coastal strip. The plant will potentially 
be a major problem on the south Wairarapa Coast impacting on Chionochloa beddiei and the 
type locality for Sophoiyi molloyi, among many other high value native plants. Pig's ear was 
declared to be an "unwanted organism" by the Chief Technical Officer of MAF in 2008. I 
understand that GW staff are proactively managing this plant in some high value habitats. 

Include Pig's ear as a 
sustained control or site 
led pest within coastal 
habitats throughout the 
Region. 

Reject.  

78.21 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

4.1 Organisms declared as pests - I submit that freshwater pest fish pose a significant risk to 
natural resources of the Wellington Region. While DOC is generally the lead agency for 
managing these threats GW is engaged in collaborative actions with DOC in several locations 
including Wairarapa Moana. Recognition of these species as pests in the RPMP would give 
the Chief Executive of GW authority to appoint inspectors and authorised persons for the 
purpose of finding and removing these pests. 

Include freshwater pest 
fish including Noxious 
fish, freshwater fish that 
are unwanted organisms 
and Brown bull-headed 
catfish. 

Reject.  

78.22 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

4.4 Invasion curve - I submit that the invasion phases described in Figure 6 are not clearly 
able to be aligned with the programmes identified for individual pests in table 2. 

Either identify invasion 
phase for each species in 
table 2 or list species by 
phase as a supplementary 
table with Figure 6. 

Accept 

78.23 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

5.4 Alternative pest management arrangements - I submit that I strongly support the 
mechanism described in 5.4 but seek clarity as to whether or not Council intends that this 
mechanism will be used to fulfil the requirements of S.78 of the Biosecurity Act (exemption 
from rules). 

Reference S.78 of the 
Biosecurity Act in S. 5.4 
of the plan and clarify 
relationship of 5.4 with 
5.9.3 of the plan. 

Exemptions may be granted 
under Section 78 of the 
Biosecurity Act.  
 
There is no 5.9.3 in the RPMP.  

78.24 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

Page 31. Rules with respect to possession of pests. Research. Also page 36, 42, 45, 47, 49, 50 
- I submit rule 1 imposes a barrier to the bona fide possession of pests by researchers for 
example the holding of herbarium speciments or research subjects, including seeds, at Te Papa 
or Victoria University 

Modify rule to exclude 
legitimate institutional 
researchers. 

Reject in part. 
 

78.25 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

Page 31. Rules with respect to reporting pests. Also page 36, 39, 42, 45, 49,50. - I submit that 
the rule requiring persons who see or suspect the presence of any specified pest anywhere in 
the Region at any time is impractical and could create significant costs and risks for Council. 

Modify rule reduce span 
e.g. "Any person who 
sees a pest, included in 
table 3, on land they 
occupy shall report the 
initial sighting to GW 
within 5 working days". 

Reject.  



78.26 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.3.1. Purple loosestrife - I submit that I support the intent of the plan to reduce the impact of 
Purple Loosestrife, particularly in the Wairarapa Moana and Lake Onoke systems and other 
significant wetlands but wish to draw Council's attention to the lack of clarity in the objective. 
I submit that the objective is unclear as to whether it applies to all wetlands with "native 
wetland biodiversity" or to a set of wetlands that are in the process of being defined in the 
proposed NRP or to the KNEs. I note that Figure 7 differs from the on-line version of 
mapping for the pNRP and the referenced Appendix 3, Map 5 does not exist in the pNRP and 
shows KNEs in the RPM P. 

Support in part.  
Amend section to 
provide clarity of intent 
and, if linking to the 
pNRP reference the 
relevant schedules of that 
plan. 

Accept. 

78.27 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.3.1 Purple loosestrife. Written direction to occupiers - I submit that written direction to 
occupiers to destroy all purple loosestrife must contain cautionary advice about the risks 
associated with using herbicide over water and in wetland habitat that may also contain 
threatened plants. 

Note.  Accept and note.  

78.28 Department of 
ConservationVi
sser, Chris 

6.4.1 Blue passion flower - I submit that I support the intent of the plan to reduce the impact 
of Blue Passionflower but suggest that rule requiring occupiers to act (even if just to allow 
GW access) is required in order to give those occupiers who wish it, an option to seek an 
exemption (as per 9.3) should they wish to undertake control themselves. 

Include occupier rule that 
could allow occupiers to 
access exemption 
procedures. 

Reject.  

78.29 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.2 Boneseed - I submit that I support the intent of the plan to reduce the impact of 
Boneseed but suggest that rule requiring occupiers to act (even if just to allow GW access) is 
required in order to give those occupiers who wish it, an option to seek an exemption (as per 
9.3) should they wish to undertake control themselves. 

Include occupier rule that 
could allow occupiers to 
access exemption 
procedures. 

Reject.  

78.30 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.2 Boneseed - I submit that service delivery in "non-productive habitats" must be 
undertaken by skilled and knowledgeable staff because these coastal habitats are the largest 
refugia for many threatened and endangered plants, invertebrates and lizards within the 
Region. Herbicides must be used cautiously. 

Herbicides must be used 
cautiously. 

Accept.  

78.31 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.4 Eelgrass - I submit that I support the objective to prevent the spread of this species but 
further submit that the objective would have greater clarity if the known sites were identified 
in the plan and potential risk sites were to be more clearly identified (refer Purple Loosestrife 
submission). 

Support, with 
qualification. 
Identify known sites and 
clarify meaning of 
"wetland habitats with 
native wetland 
biodiversity". 

Accept. 

78.32 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.5 Feral rabbits - I submit that I support this objective as the effect of the objective is to 
limit the spread of rabbits from one property to another. (Minimisation of adverse effects on 
environmental, culture and production values would likely require a greater intensity of 
control.) 

Support. No relief 
sought.  

Accept.  

78.33 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.5 Feral rabbits - I submit that Feral rabbits should also be incorporated into the site-led 
programme as necessary to either protect values directly impacted by rabbits or to influence 
population dynamics of feral cats and/or ferrets. 

Provide for service 
delivery in site-led 
programmes. 
Include Feral rabbits in 
site-led programme. 

Reject. 



78.34 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.6 Magpie - I submit that I support the intent of this objective but further submit that the 
proposed objective and actions would be more appropriately classified as "Site-led" because 
there is no intent to either reduce the distribution or spread of magpies but rather to control 
them at localised sites. 

Support, with 
qualification. 
Change objective to site-
led. 

Accept.  

78.35 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.7 Possum - I submit that I support the intent of this objective and note the Department's 
common goals for many of the lands it manages in the Region but further submit that the plan 
for possums needs further development. I note the following; 
· GW does not require a Regional Pest Management Plan for possums for the objective they 
have relating to KNEs. Council is either doing this work on land it manages or on land where 
the owner/occupier is in agreement. 
· GW does not require a Regional Pest Management Plan for possums for the objective it has 
relating to actively managed TA reserves or other sites where the landowner/occupier is 
willing to pay for service delivery. 
· GW does not require a Regional Pest Management Plan for possums for the objective it has 
relating to the RPPCP if it is undertaking this work with the agreement of 
landowners/occupiers and the work is funded as a Regional "good" from general and targeted 
rates. I note that justification for this expenditure will need to meet relevant tests in the Local 
Government Act, not the Biosecurity Act. 
· The plan as proposed contains no rules or provisions relating to landowners/occupiers who 
may impose barriers to effective control. 
· The Cost benefit analysis for possums is poorly developed in that it incorrectly identifies the 
objective for the KNE work as sustained control rather than "Site-based" and assigns a site-
based objective to the RPPCP work which is clearly "Sustained control". It also assigns the 
benefit of Bovine Tb control to the RPPCP work when that benefit is already captured by the 
National Bovine Tb Control plan for eradication of the disease. 

Support, with 
qualifications. 
Review proposed 
objectives, programme 
structure and cost benefit 
analysis for possums. 

Accept 

78.36 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.7 Possum - I submit that the plan for possums would be enhanced by over-laying Figures 
9, 10 & 11 to represent the plan's life-time entirety of planned possum management. I further 
submit (as per my point 3 above) that that representation would be enhanced by including 
existing and probable DOC possum/predator control programmes on public conservation land 
within the Region. 

1. Representation of 
"Life time" plan. 
2. Include existing and 
probable DOC 
possum/predator control 
programmes on public 
conservation land.  

Accept in part.  

78.37 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.4.8 Wasps - I submit that I support the role and powers the Council is proposing to assume 
under this plan. 

Support.  Note.  



78.38 Department of 
ConservationVi
sser, Chris 

6.5 Site-led plant pests - I submit that I support the plan for control of banana passionfruit, 
cathedral bells and old man's beard within the Hutt City Council "site" although I note;· No 
cost benefit analysis with respect to the pests has been presented therefore the plan may be 
inconsistant with the National Policy Direction for Pest Management.· These "pestiferous" 
plants are not restricted to the Hutt City Council area and it may be appropriate to include, at 
least, KNEs and significant wetlands and rivers (particularly for old man's beard) across the 
entire Region. 

Support in part.  Note.  

78.39 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.5.4. Hedgehog & 6.5.5 Feral Goats - I submit that I support pest status for these species 
while noting that, as with respect to possums, GW does not require a Regional Pest 
Management Plan for these animals for the objective they have relating to KNEs where 
council is either doing this work on land it manages or on land where the owner/occupier is in 
agreement. 

Support in part.  Note.  

78.40 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.5.6 Mustelids - I submit that I support pest status for these species because to achieve the 
work required within the Predator Free Wellington "site" boundary GW staff and/or 
contractors may need the status of authorised persons to be able access land where the 
owner/occupier does not support the work. Neither stoats or weasels are classified as 
unwanted organisms therefore pest status is required to give access to these powers. 

Support.  Note.  

78.41 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.5.7 Pest cats - I submit that I support pest status for this species while noting that, as with 
respect to possums, GW does not require a Regional Pest Management Plan for these animals 
for the objective they have relating to KNEs where council is either doing this work on land it 
manages or on land where the owner/occupier is in agreement. 

Support in part.  Note.  

78.42 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.5.7 Pest cats - I submit that the pest status for Pest cats could be construed as being limited 
to KNEs because this is a "site-led" plan but the proposed rule extends to the Region as a 
whole. 

  Note.  

78.43 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.5.8 Possum (Wellington Predator Free site) - I submit that I support pest status for this 
species for this objective because to achieve the work required within the Predator Free 
Wellington "site" boundary, GW staff and/or contractors may need the status of authorised 
persons to be able access land where the owner/occupier does not support the work. I note that 
the Predator Free Wellington "site" boundary could be incorporated into a site-led programme 
that included KNEs etc. refer pt. xx above. 

Support.  Note.  

78.44 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

6.5.9 Rats (Wellington Predator Free site) - I submit that I support pest status for these species 
because to achieve the work required within the Predator Free Wellington "site" boundary 
GW staff and/or contractors may need the status of authorised persons to be able access land 
where the owner/occupier does not support the work. Neither ship rats nor Norway rats are 
classified as unwanted organisms therefore pest status is required to give access to these 
powers. 

Support.  Note.  



78.45 Department of 
Conservation 
Visser, Chris 

8.1 Monitoring - I submit that I support the planned monitoring programme. Support. Note.  

79.1 Shaw, Kerry I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. Note.  

79.2 Shaw, Kerry I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

79.3 Shaw, Kerry I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

79.4 Shaw, Kerry I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

79.5 Shaw, Kerry I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support.  Note.  



79.6 Shaw, Kerry Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

79.7 Shaw, Kerry I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

79.8 Shaw, Kerry An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

79.9 Shaw, Kerry I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

79.10 Shaw, Kerry I would like to have mice included in site-led pests programme to be controlled at specific 
sites. I feel that mice need to be included. I have noticed that once the rat numbers reduce, the 
mice increase considerably in the areas I monitor traps. They could become a major pest 
problem in a few years, ie similar to the Antipodes Island after rats were eradicated. Mice can 
have an impact as they eat some NZ native species as well as the foods they eat. They take 
foods that birds would normally eat like berries and seeds. Also they keep eating the bait in 
traps!! 
 

Include mice in a Site-
led programme.  

Reject.  
79.11 Shaw, Kerry Also I agree with GW supporting, inspecting & monitoring within the boundaries of PF 

Wellington initiatives but I would like to see more on how they are going to do this & how 
often as a lot can happen in 20 years. Also I don't think GW have defined the areas for weed 
pest management very clearly. I think that to avoid the spread of pest weeds in the KNE areas, 
GW need to show that they will be supporting, inspecting & monitoring within the boundaries 
of site-led restoration groups' sites in TA reserves especially WCC. 

Support. No specific 
relief sought.  

Note. 
80.1 Morgan 

Foundation 
Morgan, Jesse 

I think the weed pest management is an enormous activity so GW needs to have a lot of help 
to do this work from volunteers so it would be good if they highlight how they will support 
this volunteer work more clearly.  

Support in part.  
Outline (more clearly) 
how GWRC will support 
pest plant work 
undertaken by 
volunteers.  

Note. 



80.2 Morgan 
Foundation 
Morgan, Jesse 

The inclusion of a pest cat is progressive and innovative. Cats are an apex-predator in New 
Zealand and if humans don’t control their numbers nothing else will. Cats are highly skilled 
hunters that have the ability to devastate populations of native birds, bats, reptiles and insects. 
Studies have shown that in populated areas cats kill native birds faster than they can breed. 
The damage inflicted on native lizards and invertebrates is unquantified but probably even 
greater. This is a huge issue for our native wildlife, and one we need to deal with. 

Support. Note.  

80.3 Morgan 
Foundation 
Morgan, Jesse 

The current definition of a pest cat is unclear and some work is needed to clarify it to make it 
a useful definition. We suggest using a similar definition that was in the Auckland Council 
Proposed RPMP: “A pest cat is a cat without a registered microchip”. This will clarify the 
definition and more clearly deal with strays and colony cats. Cats are also have an affect on 
primary production and human health. So controlling pest cats is beneficial to all. Cats are the 
primary transmission vector for toxoplasmosis, a serious illness in both humans and sheep. 
Most farmers immunise their sheep but the immunisation is not 100% effective and storms of 
toxoplasmosis can still devastate flocks.  
 
Wellington City Council were the first TLA to introduce compulsory microchipping in their 
Animal Bylaw and the definition of a pest cat within the RPMP supports their Bylaw. In fact 
the inclusion of a pest cat being defined as a cat without a registered microchip is essential to 
legally strengthen the WCC Animal Bylaw. 
 
Microchipping and managing cats also brings many side benefits. It is good for cat welfare, 
which is why is it promoted by the SPCA and NZVA. Following the Christchurch Earthquake 
microchipped cats were far more likely to be returned to their owners. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

80.4 Morgan 
Foundation 
Morgan, Jesse 

The rule around people feeding or sheltering pest cats on land without the permission of the 
occupier could be further clarified to include any cat.  We suggest Rule 1 is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall feed or provide shelter to cats on private or 
public land within the Wellington Region, without the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



80.5 Morgan 
FoundationMor
gan, Jesse 

Rules around people abandoning cats should be more regularly enforced and more public 
education around the impact of cat abandonment is needed.  

1. Regularly enforce 
rules pertaining to 
abandoning cats, and, 2. 
Provide greater 
education about impacts 
of cat abandonment. 

 Accept in part.  

80.6 Morgan 
Foundation 
Morgan, Jesse 

We would also like to see GWRC, together with LGNZ, approach central government to 
develop national legislation for cat management. 

Approach central 
government to develop 
legislation for cat 
management.  

Note. 

81.1 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

Firstly we’d like to commend Greater Wellington Regional Council on a well thought out and 
comprehensive plan. The list of predators named in the plan is extensive and the plan to 
control them shows GWRC highly values native species that live within the Wellington 
region. 
 
We recognise that Wellington has an important role to play in the Predator Free New Zealand 
vision and we commend you on your support for Predator Free Wellington. The increase in 
the number of predator free communities throughout the Wellington region is indicative of the 
high level of public support for this vision. Not only is it improving biodiversity the impact on 
connecting communities around a common goal should not be overlooked. It also important 
for council to realise the need for them to lead by example on their own land. Community 
engagement is a vital part of achieving a predator free New Zealand and encouraging and 
supporting community involvement is vital. 
The Predator Free New Zealand Trust is very supportive of the proposed plan. 

Support.  
No decision requested. 

Note.  

81.2 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

We commend you on the inclusion of pest cats within the Proposed plan. Including a broader 
term of pest cat is progressive and innovative. Cats are an apex-predator in New Zealand and 
if humans don’t control them nothing else will. Cats are highly skilled predators that kill 
regardless of hunger and they have the ability to decimate populations of native species 
including bird, bat, lizard and insects. Without control measures cats are the biggest threat to 
predator control undertaken by council and community groups. 

Support. 
No decision requested.  

Note.  

81.3 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

Whilst the term pest cat is greatly improved from feral the definition in the proposed plan does 
not clearly include colonies, stray and abandoned cats.  We suggest it could be more succinct 
by following the definition in the Auckland Council proposed RPMP which is: “any cat which 
is not micro-chipped; and registered on the New Zealand Companion Animal Register”. This 
is a much clearer definition and eliminates confusion around stray and unowned cats. 
Wellington City Council were the first TLA to introduce compulsory microchipping in their 
Animal Bylaw and the definition of a pest cat within the RPMP supports their Bylaw. In fact 
the inclusion of a pest cat being defined as a cat without a registered microchip is essential to 
legally strengthen the WCC Animal Bylaw. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
“any cat which is not 
micro-chipped; and 
registered on the New 
Zealand Companion 
Animal Register” 

Reject.  



81.4 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

The rule around people feeding or sheltering pest cats on land without the permission of the 
occupier could be further clarified to include any cat.  We suggest Rule 1 is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall feed or provide shelter to cats on private or 
public land within the Wellington Region, without the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. Suggested Rule 
1 (p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

81.5 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

Following the LGNZ remit on national cat legislation being passed, we’d like GWRC to 
further encourage LGNZ to lobby central government to create a national cat legislation to 
ensure all regions are adopting best practice cat management.  

Approach central 
government to develop 
legislation for cat 
management 

Note. 

81.6 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

We agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests. We note that GWRC is 
aiming for 5% RTC and suggest you look at lowering this to 4%. Hawke’s Bay Regional 
Council have 4% RTC in their Proposed RPMP 

Lower RTC from 5% to 
4% in the RPMP 

Reject.  

81.7 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

We agree with the inclusion of European hedgehogs.  Support. Note.  

81.8 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations as well as eating the 
eggs of ground nesting birds. More public education about the impacts hedgehogs have will 
help raise public awareness of the damage that hedgehogs have on our native biodiversity. We 
would like GWRC to undertake more public education around the impacts of hedgehogs. 

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

81.9 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any KNE. Amend Rule 1 for 
hedgehogs to state that 
they should not be 
released into KNEs. 

Accept.  

81.10 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

We agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

81.11 Predator Free 
NZ Morgan, 
Jesse 

An addition rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence. 

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  



81.12 Predator Free 
NZ  
Morgan, Jesse 

We support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at 
specific sites. 

Support. Note.  

82.1 GUARDIANS 
OF 
PAUATAHAN
UI INLET Inc. 
Shaw, Tony 

We endorse and support the list of proposed pests and the related methods set out in the 
proposed Strategy. 

Support. Note.  

82.2 GUARDIANS 
OF 
PAUATAHAN
UI INLET Inc. 
Shaw, Tony 

Canada Geese have been a pest in the Pāuatahanui Inlet for some time. Their presence recurs 
every year and the numbers vary. But it’s not unusual to see 50 to 80 birds in the Inlet. Their 
diet includes short pasture grasses and herbaceous saltmarsh, together with sea grass. Their 
feeding habits strip plants. They are crowding out other, native birds. They roost in large 
numbers on the shoreline of the Inlet. They also produce large volumes of waste – up to half a 
kilo per bird per day which gets deposited on shoreline and near shore areas, as well as 
farmland. 
In terms of management options, it seems that interfering with eggs and nests is only partially 
successful. Culling the birds seems to be a necessary option. 
Proposal 
We therefore consider that Canada Geese should be listed in the Pest Management Strategy 
and that the method of management should be sustained control including egg and nest 
interference and culling. 

Add Canada geese to the 
RPMP, with a 
management strategy 
(sustained control 
programme) that focuses 
on disrupting nests and 
nesting and culling.  

Reject.  

82.3 GUARDIANS 
OF 
PAUATAHAN
UI INLET Inc. 
Shaw, Tony 

Agapanthus is a weed plant that forms dense and expansive mats that are hard to eradicate. It 
has been bred because of its looks and flowers, but it tends to overpower and led to the 
exclusion of other, including native vegetation, It occupies increasing areas of land around the 
Porirua Harbour and adjacent to roads, reserves and walkways. It is also now invading and 
thriving on seashore areas around the Pāuatahanui Inlet. 
Proposal 
Agapanthus should be eradicated on all public areas (such as road berms, reserves and 
walkways), and the harbour foreshore. Its propagation and sale should be banned from garden 
centres. Information should be provided to property owners on the pest status of agapanthus 
and how to control it. 

Eradicate existing 
agapanthus, ban its sale, 
and educate people about 
its impacts. 

Reject.  

83.1 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  



83.2 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

83.3 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

83.4 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No decision requested.  

Note.  

83.5 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support.  Note.  

83.6 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

83.7 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

83.8 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  



83.9 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

83.10 Hemingson, 
Jacqueline,Ann 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

84.1 Legg, Mary   I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan.Cats are 
highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to decimate 
populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no natural 
predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without management cats 
undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community groups. ”  

Support. Note.  

84.2 Legg, Mary I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

84.3 Legg, Mary I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

84.4 Legg, Mary I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No decision requested.  

Note.  



84.5 Legg, Mary I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support.  Note.  

84.6 Legg, Mary Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

84.7 Legg, Mary Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

84.8 Legg, Mary I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

84.9 Legg, Mary An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

84.10 Legg, Mary I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

85.1 Legg, Dan I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. 
No decision requested.  

Note.  

85.2 Legg, Dan I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



85.3 Legg, Dan I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

85.4 Legg, Dan I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No decision requested.  

Note.  

85.5 Legg, Dan I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support.  Note.  

85.6 Legg, Dan Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

85.7 Legg, Dan Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

85.8 Legg, Dan I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

85.9 Legg, Dan An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 



85.10 Legg, Dan I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

86.1 Oliver, Jared I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
”. 

Support.  
No decision requested. 

Note.  

86.2 Oliver, Jared I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

86.3 Oliver, Jared I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

86.4 Oliver, Jared I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support.  
No decision requested. 

Note.  

86.5 Oliver, Jared I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  
 

Support.  Note.  



86.6 Oliver, Jared Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

86.7 Oliver, Jared Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

86.8 Oliver, Jared I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

86.9 Oliver, Jared An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

86.10 Oliver, Jared I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

87.1 HVNZDA 
George, Gordon 

Whilst we oppose the indiscriminate use of any toxin we pragmatically acknowledge that 
aerial 1080 may at times be used where adequate mitigation has been applied to significantly 
reduce the bykill of non-target species (eg deer) we have a history of working with agencies 
not opposing them. An example of this is several rounds of control opertaions in the Aorangi 
FP and also in the Rimutaka (Remutaka) FP. The cooperation with an consideration given by 
OSPRI should serve as a model of what is possible working together, we all win eith the least 
stress. That noted we do require that control operations have the need evidenced and adequate 
consulation and notification needs to occur. The branch strongly endorses the use of deer 
repellents and has recently contributed to Landcare research seeking to firm up the growing 
body of evidence around EDR increasing the attractiveness of pellets to rats 

Make use of deer 
repellent during aerial 
1080 operations.  

Note.  

87.2 HVNZDA 
George, Gordon 

The branch and our members seek collaborative ventures with land manager like GW and 
DOC. Despite the branch having strongly supported and financed a successful judicial review 
against DOC, we have a very good relationship with the local conservancy, ahve donated rat 
traps to projects, have maintenance agreements for multiple huts and runa  goat control 
projetc/contract in the Mukamuka catchment of the Remutakas. DOC have recently indicated 
that they wish to try and expand that project and are contributing equipment to assist. There is 
a strong interest from the branch in these sorts of pratcical initiatives which we see as a win 
for all. Where GW have evidence of a deer or goat problem we would appreciate the 
opportunity to be part of the solution. 

Involve HVNZDA when 
GWRC has evidence of a 
deer or goat problem. 

Accept in part. 



88.1 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan.Cats are highly 
skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to decimate populations 
of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no natural predators in 
New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without management cats undermine 
any predator control work undertaken by council and community groups. .”  

Support. Note.  

88.2 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

88.3 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

88.4 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. Note.  

88.5 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support. Note.  

88.6 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 



88.7 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

88.8 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

88.9 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

88.10 Bloomfield, 
Colin 

  I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

89.1 Sousa, Louis I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

89.2 Sousa, Louis I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



89.3 Sousa, Louis I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the 
D776Wellington Region, 
without the permission of 
the occupier. 

Reject.  

89.4 Sousa, Louis I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

89.5 Sousa, Louis I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support. Note.  

89.6 Sousa, Louis Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

89.7 Sousa, Louis Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

89.8 Sousa, Louis I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

89.9 Sousa, Louis An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 



89.10 Sousa, Louis I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

90.1 Dorifaeff, Josie I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

90.2 Dorifaeff, Josie I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

90.3 Dorifaeff, Josie I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

90.4 Dorifaeff, Josie I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No specific decision 
requested.  

Note.  

90.5 Dorifaeff, Josie I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 
 

Support.  Note.  



90.6 Dorifaeff, Josie  Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

90.7 Dorifaeff, Josie Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept. 

90.8 Dorifaeff, Josie I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 

Support. Note.  

90.9 Dorifaeff, Josie An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept. 

90.10 Dorifaeff, Josie I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

90.11 Dorifaeff, Josie I have a cat that use to kill birds on a weekly basis but now wears a bird protection collar 
which I made, getting the idea off the internet! He he also wears a collar with a bell! He hasn’t 
caught a bird since! These collars should be made, advertised and sold locally and cat owners 
should be encouraged to buy them them to help protect our birds! The money made from the 
collars could go to Forest and Bird!  

Make, advertise and sell 
cat collars locally.  

Note.  

91.1 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

The key matters of concern to Forest & Bird relate to the protection of ecological values, 
particularly those associated with native biodiversity, wetlands and the coastal environment. 
Forest & Bird’s strategic plan is for a predator-free New Zealand in which habitat and species 
loss has been halted and indigenous biodiversity is flourishing by 2040. Our Strategic Plan 
guides our direction and our feedback on what we see to be regional priorities for pest 
management in the Wellington area over the next ten years. 
This submission will begin with general comments and conclude with specific submission 
points we would like to see addressed in the Proposed Regional ,  comments 
1. We congratulate Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) for developing a plan for 
pest management in the wider Wellington region. Forest & Bird has noticed a distinct 
withdrawal of GWRC resource in some areas of pest management in the Wellington region, 
particularly possum control. We hope this proposed Plan allows for more funds to be directed 
towards important pest management outcomes in the region. 

Support the plan.   Note.  



91.2 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand IncKay, 
Tom 

2. While we are happy to see such a comprehensive list of animal pests included in the list of 
organisms classified as pests (Table 2), we feel the mammals excluded namely feral deer, pigs 
and mice, are a serious oversight and must be reinstated to ensure adequate management is 
undertaken. 

Support in part. Reinstate 
feral deer and pigs to a 
pest management 
programme.  

Note and reject in part.   

91.3 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

3. Forest & Bird believes a strong stance is required on invasive herbivores, particularly feral 
goats and deer and omnivorous feral pigs. These species, in conjunction with possums, are a 
serious barrier to indigenous forest regeneration in the Wellington region. Lower Hutt Branch 
of Forest & Bird for example, has received a number of complaints from residents (mainly 
Wainuiomata) who have had deer in their gardens. We are very concerned about the damage 
being done by deer, pigs and goats in local reserves, particularly when they are undermining 
the hard work of restoration projects in the region. 

Believes a strong stance 
is required on invasive 
herbivores, particularly 
feral goats and deer and 
omnivorous feral pigs. 

Note.  

91.4 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

4. Forest & Bird supports the inclusion of the mammalian pests listed as site-led pests to be 
controlled at specific sites, especially the rats (Norway and ship) and hedgehogs. However, we 
believe mice must be included. We have noticed that once the rat numbers are reduced, the 
mice increase considerably. Mice are an underestimated threat to not only our lizard fauna but 
also a direct competitor with native species for food such as berries and seed. Also they keep 
eating the lure in our traps!! 

  Note.  

91.5 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

5. Forest & Bird consider GWRC should add the following species to the animal pest list in 
Table 2: 
· Darwin’s ant 
· Feral cattle 
· Hare 
· Plague (rainbow) skink 
· Pig 
· Deer 
· Mouse Also a garaph with more information is in the pest plan folder please refer to this 
folder  

  Accept in part.  

91.6 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 3.3.1, Pg 17 Support. Retain.  Note.  



91.7 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 3.3.2, Pg 18 
We agree with the statement that some "...central government agencies (including  state -
owned enterprises) have been identified as being significant beneficiaries or exacerbators of 
pest management in the Wellington Region." 
We support the notion that Crown agencies are liable to meet the obligations or costs 
associated with a Good Neighbour Rule, or action under a plan to enforce a Good Neighbour 
Rule in the plan. We further support Greater Wellington to continue to pursue and maintain 
formal and informal relationships with Crown agencies to achieve the objectives of this plan. 

Support. Retain.  Note.  

91.8 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 4.1 Organisms declared as pests, Pg 21 
Given the 20 year timeframe for the pRPMP, we suggest limiting the organisms declared as 
pests to such a short 
list is problematic. Should unwanted pests outside the Wellington Region expand their range, 
or arrive in New 
Zealand, GWRC should be able to undertake a small -scale eradication programme without 
the need to review the RPMP. Section 100V of the Biosecurity Act does not make it 
compulsory to list all species to target.  The  key requirement is that control is not inconsistent 
with national policy direction. 
 

Support with 
amendment.  
Add words to the effect 
that GWRC's 
management programme 
is guided by, but not 
limited to, the pests that 
have not yet established 
viable or persistent 
populations in the region, 
at the time of writing. 

Accept in part. 

91.9 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Pg 21 RPMP. Section 100V of the Biosecurity Act does not make it compulsory to list all 
species to target.  The  key requirement is that control is not inconsistent with national policy 
direction. 

No request sought.  Note.  



91.10 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand IncKay, 
Tom 

Table 2 Organisms classified as pests Pg 21We are disappointed to see this table much 
reduced from the priority species for control list in the current Regional Pest Management 
Strategy. However, we are pleased to see the inclusion of hedgehogs amongst the range of 
pest mammals.Feral deer and pigs need to be reinstated on this table. Feral deer and pigs are 
causing enormous damage in the HuttValley in particular, especially in East Harbour Regional 
Park, Wainuiomata Recreation Area and other KNE sites across the region. Recreational 
hunting is not an effective management tool for pigs or deer, site-led management is 
absolutely necessary to prevent these species from conducting further damage across the 
region.Further to the point made above, plague skink (referred to as Rainbow skink 
Lampropholis delicata in Appendix 2) should be on this table for exclusion. While not present  
yet in the Wellington Region, outlier populations of plague skinkoccur close by at 
Whanganui, Palmerston North and FoxtonBeach. Plague skinks would pose a significant 
threat to the native skinks of the region and GWRC needs to be ready to front foot any 
possible incursion in the future.The list of weeds is particularly unambitious on this Table.We 
acknowledge that at a time of scarce resources then priorities must be made. However, listing 
as many weeds aspossible here will enable advocac y for more resources to ensure the listed 
species get resources necessary for management. For example, at a minimum we would 
expect the inclusion of environmental weeds such as climbing asparagus Asparagus scandens 
and Cape ivy Senecio angulatus on this table.Old man's beard Clematis vitalba is widespread 
outside the limits of Hutt City Council. Greater Wellington needs to work with other councils, 
particularly Upper Hutt City Council, to ensure site-led control elsewhere in the region. This 
will not only reduce infestations elsewhere but will also support the work already done by 
HCC. 

Support with 
amendment.Reinstate 
feral deer (Cervus 
elaphus, C. nippon,Dama 
dama) and feral pigs (Sus 
scrofa).Include plague 
skink (Lampropholis 
delicata).Conduct a 
review of the listed 
weeds to ensure the 
maximum number is 
included rather than the 
minimum which appears 
to be the case here.Delete 
HCC from the 
programme of control for 
old man's beard 
(Clematis vitalba). This 
should be site-led across 
the whole region, not just 
within Hutt City 
Council's jurisdiction 

Accept in part.   

91.11 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 4.2 Pg 22 
We support the inclusion of these organisms on a watch-list for ongoing surveillance or future 
control opportunities. 
 
We support the notion that the harmful organisms include, but are not limited to, those species 
identified  in  Appendix 2. 

Support. 
Retain. 

Note.  

91.12 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 5 Pg 25 
This section is appropriate. 

Support 
Retain. 

Note.  



91.13 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 6 Pest descriptions and programmes Page 28 
As stated in Section 5.5, rules play an  integral role in securing many of the pest management 
outcomes sought by the proposed plan. Throughout  this  section,  particularly with regard to 
animals regarded as pests, the  rules  are either not presented or not adequate to address the 
key  issues. For example, rail corridors are a significant conveyor of pests such as feral cats, 
mustelids and environmental weeds such as old man's beard. Similarly, poorly maintained 
road reserves act as a vector of pests. However, more often than not the sole rule applied 
simply states: No landowner shall knowingly act  as a source of any [relevant pest] and, when 
notified, shall undertake appropriate pest control. 
 
No person shall possess any living [pest or weed] within the Wellington Region or a KNE etc.  
 
This rule and others provided are wholly inadequate in securing the pest management 
outcomes sought by this plan.  

Oppose 
Craft adequate rules that 
will actually address the 
pest management issues 
at hand for each specific 
pest addressed. 
 
Suggested text, for 
example: 
No landowner shall 
knowingly act  as  a  
source of any [relevant 
pest] and, when notified, 
shall undertake 
appropriate pest control. 

Reject.  

91.14 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 6.2 Pests to be managed  under eradication pogrammes Pg 36 
Regarding the rules for those pests to be eradicated, there needs to be some explanation of 
GWRC's anticipated compliance regime after a landowner has been issued a written direction 
to undertake the eradication work at their expense. Forest & Bird has seen many instances 
where landowners, in particular Crown agencies, should be undertaking pest management or 
letting others undertake management on their behalf but  the landowner has  not been 
forthcoming. Therefore, some explanation as to the regulatory process on behalf of GWRC is 
required i.e. what will GWRC do if landowners do not comply with these rules even after 
being presented with written direction. 

Support with amendment 
 
Include a section to 
clarify the outcomes of 
non-compliance to the 
rules outlined in Section 
6.2. 

Accept  

91.15 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 6.4.7 Possum Pg 56 
We support the expansion of the Regional Possum Predator 
Control Programme to cover the majority of the Welling ton region but would like this 
programme to cover the region in 
its entirety by 2030. If other agencies are controlling possums in the areas currently presented 
as having no control (Figure 9, Page 58), we would like Figure 9 to reflect this so it is clear 
who is doing what, where. 

Update Figure 9 to 
demonstrate which 
agencies, if any, in 
addition to GWRC, are 
undertaking possum 
control in areas not 
proposed to be covered 
by the 
Regional Possum 
Predator Control 
Programme by 2030. 
Justification for areas 
without any form of 
management by any 
agency would also be 
useful. 

Accept in part.  



91.16 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 6.5.5 Goats Pg 69 
We appreciate the service delivery outcomes outlined for goats and would like to see a  further 
outcome to  ensure feral goats are able to be controlled by GWRC on land under active 
ecological restoration by community groups who are not necessarily resourced to undertake 
the work themselves or able to fund a cost recovery service when goat control is required. 

Support with amendment 
Include a service 
delivery that enables 
GWRC to undertake 
direct control of feral 
goats as and when 
required on land under 
active ecological 
restoration by 
community groups 
without any cost to those 
community groups. 

Reject.  

91.17 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Section 6.5.6 Mustelids 
We completely support the control of mustelids in the Wellington region. We would support a 
wider vision to control mustelids beyond the boundaries of Predator Free Wellington as well. 
For example, traps could be put out in conjunction with possum control as part of the 
Regional Possum Predator Control Programme across the Wairarapa. 

Support. 
Suggest looking into the 
feasibility of 
incorporating traps into 
the Regional Possum 
Predator Control 
Programme to control 
mustelids, among other 
pests, across the wider 
region rather than just 
within the confines of 
Predator Free 
Wellington. 

Note.  

91.18 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand IncKay, 
Tom 

Section 6.5.7 Pest cats Pg 73   We completely support a strong approach to  cat management 
within the Wellington region. We would like to see an additional service delivery to enable 
GWRC to assist community groups who would also like to undertake pest cat management on 
their restoration projects.  This  would ensure pest cat management across a wider reach than 
just KNEs and TA reserves. 

Support with 
amendmentInclude a 
service delivery to allow 
GWRC to assist 
community groups who 
would also like to 
undertake pest cat 
management on their 
restoration projects. 

Reject in part. 

91.19 Royal Forest 
and Bird 
Protection 
Society of New 
Zealand Inc 
Kay, Tom 

Sections 7&8 
These sections are appropriate. 

Support 
Retain 

Note.  



92.1 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

2. FFNZ generally support the proposed plan, including that a purpose is to maximise the 
effectiveness of pest management through a regionally coordinated approach. 
 

Support.  
No decsion requested.  

Note.  

92.2 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

3. Our principal recommendation is that the time is ripe to move beyond species-specific and 
site-based programmes towards a strategic focus on partnerships for multi-species 
programmes at larger landscape scale. 

Support in part.  
Move beyond species-
specific and site-based 
programmes towards a 
strategic focus on 
partnerships for multi-
species programmes at 
larger landscape scale. 

Note. 

92.3 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

4. We commend the prioritised (risk/cost/efficacy) approach which has informed the proposals 
for exclusion/eradication vis-a-vis sustained control or site based programmes. 
 

Support.  
No relief requested.  

Note.  

92.4 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

5. The proposed plan would be improved by specifically listing those species proposed to be 
added or removed from the list, with succint reasons. 

Specifically list those 
species proposed to be 
added or removed from 
the list, with succint 
reasons. 

Reject in part.  

92.5 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

6. FFNZ recommend further consideration be given to retaining African Feather Grass on the 
list: we are aware of farmer experience de-flowering and spraying and achieving good results 
and would welcome an opportunity to talk more with Council regarding practicalities and 
costs. 

Retain African feather 
grass on the list of 
species specific 
programmes. 

Reject. 

92.6 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

7. We note the proposals to prioritise KNEs, TA reserves and Wellington City for site based 
programmes, including for control of feral cats and mustelids. We further note (figures 10 and 
11) that these are principally on the other side of the hill, in and around the major metropolitan 
centres.  
 

No specific relief 
requested.  

Note.  



92.7 Federated 
Farmers of New 
ZealandMcGrud
dy, Liz 

8. We acknowledge that some provision is made for providing advice and training (eg, for 
mustelid control or to a lesser extent, feral cats) in areas around KNEs or in “defendable or 
strategic locations such as peninsulas, islands or corridors”; but this is limited to advocacy and 
education and does not extend to service delivery. 

No specific relief 
requested.  

Note. 

92.8 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

9. FFNZ is aware that many farmers are keenly interested and/or involved with mustelid/cat 
control but currently lack support and resources to design and implement effective 
programmes. FFNZ recommend consideration be given to extending service delivery to 
include active partnerships with landowners to control mustelids/cats outside the designated 
priority sites, including in the Wairarapa, and potentially linked to the possum programme 
which we understand was intended to expand into multi-species control over time. 

FFNZ recommend 
consideration be given to 
extending service 
delivery to include active 
partnerships with 
landowners to control 
mustelids/cats outside 
the designated priority 
sites, including in the 
Wairarapa, 

Accept in part.  

92.9 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

10. FFNZ commend GWRC for maintaining possum control across the region. Support.  
No decision requested.  

Note.   

92.10 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

11. We agree (6.4.7) that GWRC should continue to maintain possums at low levels; and that 
new programmes be established in collaboration with landowners in areas which meet Ospri’s 
criteria to be declared Tb-free, not least to protect the considerable investment the farming 
community have made in possum control to date. 
 

Support.  
No specific relief 
requested.  

Note.  

92.11 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

12. The practical effect (Figure 9) is a projected very significant expansion of the control 
programme through to 2030. In this context, FFNZ is keen to ensure operations are well 
planned and prioritised to deliver “value-for-money”.  

Support. "FFNZ is keen 
to ensure operations are 
well planned and 
prioritised to deliver 
“value-for-money”". No 
specific decision 
requested, please clarify. 

Note.  

92.12 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

13. We record specific concern that there may currently be a period of some years between the 
withdrawal of Ospri operations before areas are declared Tb-free (eg, Hinakura, Tararua 
foothills), ie, possums may not be managed for a prolonged period, notwithstanding that 
landowners are paying targetted rates. 

There is specific concern 
that there may currently 
be a period of some years 
between the withdrawal 
of Ospri operations 
before areas are declared 
Tb-free.  

Accept. 



92.13 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

14. FFNZ recommend that a higher level of communication between GWRC, Ospri, DOC and 
landowners is required to effectively prioritise possum control programmes, including in areas 
effectively but not yet formally declared Tb-free. 

Ensure greater 
communication between 
pest control agencies and 
landowners regarding 
possum control. 

Reject  

92.14 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

15. The proposed plan describes site based programmes (KNEs, TA reserves) and the 
“Predator Free Wellington” project; but is silent on the strategic intent or “fit” with the 
discussions currently ongoing for catchment or community scale predator control programmes 
(eg, Pukaha to Palliser), ie, linking the current “patchwork” into a “network”.  

No specific relief sought.  Note.  

92.15 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

16. We suggest the current focus on KNEs be extended to include consideration of QEII 
blocks and mapping of the larger river systems and roads which are prime habitat/corridors for 
possums/cats/rats etc; aligned to more explicit mapping of “defendable, strategic areas”. 

Extend KNE 
programmes and 
mapping.  

Reject. 

92.16 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

17. FFNZ recommend the Pest Management Plan add a new section explicitly discussing the 
opportunity, strategy and resourcing required for making progress on multi-species landscape 
scale control, including the Wairarapa Pukaha to Palliser Project. 

Add a new section 
explicitly discussing the 
opportunity, strategy and 
resourcing required for 
making progress on 
multi-species landscape 
scale control. 

 Reject. 

92.17 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

18. The growing scope of regional possum programmes and the developing scale of multi-
species programmes compels a more sophisticated approach to council/landowner 
partnerships. 

No specific relief 
requested.  

Note.  



92.18 Federated 
Farmers of New 
ZealandMcGrud
dy, Liz 

19. In this context, FFNZ recommend that landowners be described more explicitly as 
partners, rather than just as “beneficiaries or exacerbators”.  

Describe landowners 
more explicitly as 
partners, rather than just 
as “beneficiaries or 
exacerbators”.  

Reject.  

92.19 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

20. Across the region, large areas of biodiversity are located on private land: many 
landowners want to control pests and should be seen as an asset in pest control. FFNZ seek a 
pest management strategy that includes a focus on empowering landowners to work in 
partnership with Council for the benefit of the entire region.  

FFNZ seek a pest 
management strategy 
that includes a focus on 
empowering landowners 
to work in partnership 
with Council for the 
benefit of the entire 
region.  

Note. 

92.20 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

21. Currently the plan is structured between direct “service delivery” and indirect “advocacy 
and education”: FFNZ recommend a third category for active partnerships with, and 
resourcing of, landowners (noting that resourcing may not be direct dollars but could include 
advice, infrastructure etc). 

FFNZ recommend a third 
category for active 
partnerships with, and 
resourcing of, 
landowners (noting that 
resourcing may not be 
direct dollars but could 
include advice, 
infrastructure etc). 

Reject.  

92.21 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

22. Another aspect of supporting public/private partnerships is information, but we note there 
is no mention of IT in the proposed plan. FFNZ recommend more specific attention to 
mapping and monitoring progress, eg, applications such as “TrapNZ” could be used to 
provide information from the community back to Council on pests trapped. 

 FFNZ recommend more 
specific attention to 
mapping and monitoring 
progress to support the 
public/private 
partnerships.  

Accept.   



92.22 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

23. The budget figures in the proposed plan are currently grouped by species, ie, $60+ million 
over the 10 years, currently around a third each to terrestrial/aquatic plant pests, terrestrial 
animal pests, and possums). In the context of our recommendations above, we suggest 
consideration be given to re-structuring information to also show: 
 
• Species-based programmes, eg, wallaby, velvetleaf 
• Site based programmes, eg, KNEs, TA reserves, QEII blocks 
• Landscape programmes, eg, Predator-free Wellington, Pukaha to Palliser 
 

Re-structuring budget 
information to also show: 
• Species-based 
programmes, eg, 
wallaby, velvetleaf 
• Site based programmes, 
eg, KNEs, TA reserves, 
QEII blocks 
• Landscape 
programmes, eg, 
Predator-free 
Wellington, Pukaha to 
Palliser 

Accept. 

92.23 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

24. FFNZ recommend budget provision be made for the staff/strategy/coordination resources 
required to effectively prioritise, mobilise and empower landowners and the wider community 
to contribute to effective pest control across the region. 

Budget provision be 
made for the 
staff/strategy/coordinatio
n resources required to 
effectively prioritise, 
mobilise and empower 
landowners and the 
wider community to 
contribute to effective 
pest control across the 
region. 

Note.  

92.24 Federated 
Farmers of New 
Zealand 
McGruddy, Liz 

25. FFNZ appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed plan. We 
recommend the time is right for a bolder and more strategic approach, working in partnership 
with landowners, and would welcome an opportunity to contribute to the further development 
of the plan. 

A bolder and more 
strategic approach, 
working in partnership 
with landowners, and 
FFNZ would welcome an 
opportunity to contribute 
to the further 
development of the plan. 

Note.  



93.1 Porirua Harbour 
and Catchment 
Community 
Trust 
Gow, Lindsay 

Canada Geese have been a pest in the Pāuatahanui Inlet for some time. Their presence recurs 
every year and the numbers vary. But it’s not unusual to see 50 to 80 birds in the Inlet. Their 
diet includes short pasture grasses and herbaceous saltmarsh, together with sea grass. Their 
feeding habits strip plants. They are crowding out other, native birds. They roost in large 
numbers on the shoreline of the Inlet. They also produce large volumes of waste – up to half a 
kilo per bird per day which gets deposited on shoreline and near shore areas, as well as 
farmland. 
In terms of management options, it seems that interfering with eggs and nests is only partially 
successful. Culling the birds seems to be a necessary option. 
Proposal 
We therefore consider that Canada Geese should be listed in the Pest Management Strategy 
and that the method of management should be sustained control including egg and nest 
interference and culling. 

Add Canada geese to the 
RPMP, with a sustained 
control management 
approach,  including egg 
and nest interference and 
culling. 

Reject. 

93.2 Porirua Harbour 
and Catchment 
Community 
Trust 
Gow, Lindsay 

Agapanthus is a weed plant that forms dense and expansive mats that are hard to eradicate. It 
has been bred because of its looks and flowers, but it tends to overpower and led to the 
exclusion of other, including native vegetation, It occupies increasing areas of land around the 
Porirua Harbour and adjacent to roads, reserves and walkways. It is also now invading and 
thriving on seashore areas around the Pāuatahanui Inlet. 
Proposal 
Agapanthus should be eradicated on all public areas (such as road berms, reserves and 
walkways), and the harbour foreshore. Its propagation and sale should be banned from garden 
centres. Information should be provided to property owners on the pest status of agapanthus 
and how to control it. 

Eradicate existing 
agapanthus, ban its sale, 
and educate people about 
its impacts 

Reject.  

93.3 Porirua Harbour 
and Catchment 
Community 
TrustGow, 
Lindsay 

We wonder why only the Hutt City Council is keen on eradicating the three weeds (Banana 
Passionfruit, Cathedral Bells and Old Man’s Beard), but the other councils are not active. Old 
Man’s Beard has a strong hold along the rail corridor,in the Porirua harbour catchment and 
there is an example of it spreading upstream along a water course. It invades and eventually 
decimates trees which then fall into water courses. Wellington City Council does not, to our 
knowledge, actively actively do anything, despite the fact Old man’s Beard grows up WCC 
fences in very prominent places. We consider Old Man’s Beard could and should be 
eradicated in the area of the Porirua Harbour catchment and perhaps all other territorial 
authority areas. 

Work to eradicate Old 
Man's Beard in the  
Porirua Harbour 
catchment and perhaps 
all other territorial 
authority areas. 

Note. 

93.4 Porirua Harbour 
and Catchment 
Community 
Trust 
Gow, Lindsay 

We consider that wasps should be getting more attention/action. We wonder how GW will 
encourage others to manage wasps, as indicated in the Proposed Strategy. The training and 
certification for vespex bait use is straight forward, and costs about $100, but then you have to 
buy the new bait (around $50). So the out of pocket expenses for individuals can be quite high 
for what is essentially an action for the public good. We would like to see more leadership and 
encouragement, free training and reduced cost bait sales. The impact by wasps on the food 
chain is understated and adversely affects the wider ecosystem 

Implement training, free 
bait, and other support 
for controlling wasps 

Note.  



93.5 Porirua Harbour 
and Catchment 
Community 
Trust 
Gow, Lindsay 

We would like to see GW have mobile community drop in hubs (eg a weekend morning / 
weeknight evening) where people can be educated, get traps serviced, buy bait without retail 
margins and support community back yard efforts. 

For GWRC to have 
mobile community drop 
in hubs (eg a weekend 
morning / weeknight 
evening) where people 
can be educated, get 
traps serviced, buy bait 
without retail margins 
and support community 
back yard efforts 

Note.  

93.6 Porirua Harbour 
and Catchment 
Community 
Trust 
Gow, Lindsay 

In relation to possums, rats and mustelids, the Proposed Strategy refers to work in TA 
reserves, but our local knowledge from the Porirua Stream catchment suggests that this 
applies only to some reserves – for example the Amesbury reserve in Churton Park and 
Friends of Tawa bush reserves. The Glenside reserve isn't getting any GW support and 
possums, rats and mustelids are rampant. We suggest that eradication and control measures 
for these pests should be applied to all reserve areas.Otherwise the problem remains 
uncontained. 

Extend eradication and 
control to all reserves 

Reject.  

94.1 Sandom, Alan I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  

Support. 
No decision requested.  

Note.  

94.2 Sandom, Alan I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  



94.3 Sandom, Alan I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

94.4 Sandom, Alan I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No decision requested.  

Note.  

94.5 Sandom, Alan I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan.  

Support. Note.  

94.6 Sandom, Alan Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

94.7 Sandom, Alan Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem.  

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

94.8 Sandom, Alan I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

94.9 Sandom, Alan An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  



94.10 Sandom, Alan I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

95.1 Raumati South 
Residents 
Association 
Daniell, Trevor 

1) That the Argentine Ant and Darwin's Ant be categorised as “sustained control” or 
“suppression”, 
 

1) That the Argentine 
Ant and Darwin's Ant be 
categorised as “sustained 
control” or 
“suppression”, 

Reject.  
 

95.2 Raumati South 
Residents 
Association 
Daniell, Trevor 

2) That a category be allocated for the White-footed Ant recognising that though it is not a 
danger to the environment it is a major stress factor in the lives of many urban coastal 
householders, extremely difficult to eliminate, time-consuming and expensive. If this ant is 
not included on Regional's list it has no statutory significance. 

2) That a category be 
allocated for the White-
footed Ant recognising 
that though it is not a 
danger to the 
environment it is a major 
stress factor in the lives 
of many urban coastal 
householders, extremely 
difficult to eliminate, 
time-consuming and 
expensive. If this ant is 
not included on 
Regional's list it has no 
statutory significance. 

Accept in part.  

95.3 Raumati South 
Residents 
Association 
Daniell, Trevor 

3) That GWRC and its partner Councils and DOC clarify responsibilities and cost sharing, and 
coordinate pest management campaigns (along with the public) on specific pest problems.  

3) That GWRC and its 
partner Councils and 
DOC clarify 
responsibilities and cost 
sharing, and coordinate 
pest management 
campaigns (along with 
the public) on specific 
pest problems.  

Note.  

95.4 Raumati South 
Residents 
Association 
Daniell, Trevor 

4) That the Pest Management Control Plan 2019-2039 will require regular publicity about 
pests including extermination or control measures,  

4) That the Pest 
Management Control 
Plan 2019-2039 will 
require regular publicity 
about pests including 
extermination or control 
measures,  

Note. 



96.1 Lower Hutt 
Forest and Bird, 
Secretary 
Vinton, Jennifer 

Lower Hutt Branch of Forest and Bird is very concerned that feral deer and pigs are proposed 
to be downgraded from being a Site-led pest category to being classified as 'harmful 
organisms' and that neither of these feral ungulates is a priority for pest control under the 
proposed plan. 
 
Our branch has recently complained to GWRC about deer problems in Lower Hutt area and 
received a ‘not our problem’ response. 
 
We have noticed that there are areas of the eastern hills where nearly all the palatable shrubs 
and trees in regenerating bush are dying. These have been killed by ungulate bark stripping 
and subsequent fungal infections. Some of this regenerating bush is over 90 years old and 
calculations show there is negative or minimal carbon sequestration.  
 
We note that this is a 20 year plan, so it is of huge concern that these pests if left to their own 
devices for two decades with population growth unchecked.  

Classify feral deer and 
pigs as site-led 
programme species.  

Accept  

96.2 Lower Hutt 
Forest and Bird, 
Secretary 
Vinton, Jennifer 

GWRC publications show a STAG AT BAY standing (and no doubt later fouling) in a 
MOUNTAIN STREAM. Walking track photos show NO UNDER STORY and a large 
proportion of bare branches and trunks lying dead on the ground. 
 
GWRC has to decide whether it is looking after native biodiversity or providing a safari park 
for the Huntin Fishin brigade. In our opinion it can’t do both. It is a legal obligation to do the 
former but not the latter. 
 
One only has to look at TV hunting programs to see how ineffective hunting is in preserving 
native flora and fauna - it’s more like farming - kill the odd trophy for its head and leave the 
rest to breed.  At least with farming nutrients are replaced with fertilizer, this is not the case 
with GWRC management. 
 
We understand that GWRC add deer repellent in the way of pig blood to 1080 drops. This 
should stop and lines of bait with sufficient 1080 to kill deer and goats should be used. 

Don't use deer repellant 
when applying 1080 
aerially, and lines of bait 
with sufficient 1080 to 
kill deer and goats 
should be used. 

Note.  

96.3 Lower Hutt 
Forest and Bird, 
SecretaryVinton
, Jennifer 

We feel the following species must be added to the control list:Japanese honey suckle 
(Lonicera japonica) – program: eradication region wideSweet cherry (Prunus avium) – 
program: eradication region wideHawthorn (Crutaegus monogyna) – program: site led eg Hutt 
Valley, WainuiomataClimbing asparagus (Asparagus scandens) – program: site led eg Te 
Whiti Park, Lower Hutt, Ngaio Gorge, Wellington 

Add Japanese 
honeysuckle, sweet 
cherry, hawthorn, and 
climbing asparagus to 
control list. 

Reject.   



97.1 Naenae Nature 
Trust 
Mitchell, Andy 

We have reviewed both the proposed Regional Pest Management Plan 2019 – 2039 and the 
Current Regional Pest Management Strategy 2002 – 2022, and note the change in status of 
some pest animal species. It is pleasing to see the elevation of rats and mustelids to the status 
of ‘Pests to be managed under Site-led programmes’ in line with the national Predator Free 
2050 goal, but disappointing to see the reciprocal demotion of recreational hunting species 
feral deer and pigs to ‘Other harmful organisms’ status, “because, although they may have 
significant adverse effects, regulatory responses are not considered appropriate or necessary.” 
Your own website and 2002 – 2022 strategy note that “Deer are highly adaptable feeders that 
both browse and graze. Intensive browsing can remove much of the forest under-storey and 
strip bark from trees, impacting plant biodiversity”. There is certainly much evidence of this 
around the region. Deer numbers seem to be on the increase in bush surrounding suburban 
areas including ours. We see constant evidence of the presence of deer close to hillside homes, 
the Rātā Street Loop walking track and the Taita Cemetery, and it was recently reported that a 
stag was chased down a Naenae street by dogs. Unlike rats and possums, larger pest animals 
like deer 
and pigs simply cannot be controlled in any way by local residents or, in our immediate 
surrounds, even by licensed hunters. Our organisation plans to put great community effort and 
resources into restoring local forest ecosystems over coming years, yet it seems this may be 
futile if deer (and pigs, should they also move into our neighbourhood) are allowed to breed 
unchecked for the next 20 years and browse on or otherwise harm any native flora we plant 
into local hills. We assume there is some rationale that recreational hunting will keep numbers 
sufficiently in check, but this has not been the case of late. Recreational hunters have a vested 
interest in leaving populations to regenerate, and as already noted hunting cannot be 
undertaken in our local environment anyway. We believe that active control of feral deer and 
pigs throughout the region is both appropriate and necessary. 

Oppose in part.  
Ensure active control of 
feral deer and pigs 
throughout the region, as 
control is both 
appropriate and 
necessary. 

Accept.  

97.2 Naenae Nature 
Trust 
Mitchell, Andy 

Furthermore, we note with great envy a significant contribution to the Predator Free 
Wellington initiative, but no mention of even a contingency for leading or supporting 
consolidated community efforts elsewhere in the region now, or should similar efforts arise 
any time in the next 20 years. We also note that the Hutt Valley is excluded from the Regional 
Possum Predator Control Programme both currently and in planned expansions in 2025 and 
2030. Again, this is a 20 year plan so the implications are significant – if a similar Predator 
Free Hutt Valley project came together as early as next year, we cannot see any indication that 
it would be supported in the same way as Predator Free Wellington until at least 2040, ten 
years short of the national goal. 

No relief requested. Note.  

98.1 Eastbourne 
Hunters and 
Gatherers 
Bearman, Wilf 

With increase of new members we have been asked to state our case for more access to hunt 
in East Harbour Park. This could be achieved by extending the ballot system. Professional as 
well as recreational hunters have to follow the same legal requirements stipulated by the law. 
Helping Bill Manson with the wild food festival each year we cant supply locally harvested 
meat because of the restrictions you have placed on us. We would like to see less culling and 
more involvement by recreational hunters to control pig, deer, and goat populations. GWRC 
must remember the Park is not only for groups like MIRO that often hold extreme views but 
for other users as well. GWRC must remember deer and pigs are considered game animals not 
pest animals. 

Provide greater access to 
recreational hunters in 
East Harbour Park 

Note. 



99.1 Ministry for 
Primary 
Industries  
Hare, Mike 

In general we find the plan is not inconsistent with the NPD. We would recommend that the 
rules and supporting information be reviewed to ensure that land occupiers are properly able 
to determine whether a rule applies to them. For example, the map of the Key Native 
Ecosystems used for the site-led programme in the Plan is too small.  

We would recommend a 
clearer map, or to 
incorporate a list of the 
KNEs by reference to 
make it easier to use. 

Accept.  

99.2 Ministry for 
Primary 
Industries  
Hare, Mike 

MPI would like to thank the Council for supporting the National Interest Pest Response and 
National Pest Plant Accord programmes, and other national programmes such as the Check 
Clean Dry freshwater advocacy programme. We would also like to express our appreciation 
for your engagement with the Biosecurity 2025 initiative. 

Support. Note.  

99.3 Ministry for 
Primary 
Industries  
Hare, Mike 

MPI support the inclusion of velvetleaf in the Plan. As velvetleaf is a species that MPI 
consider to be of particular risk we are glad to see its inclusion within the Plan as an 
eradication species. 

Support. Note.  

99.4 Ministry for 
Primary 
Industries Hare, 
Mike 

MPI submits that Wilding Conifers are New Zealand’s No. 1 weed and, therefore, should be 
included in the schedule of Organisms declared as pests. MPI is concerned that by not 
including Wilding Conifers as a pest in the Plan, the Council will not be able to respond 
efficiently or effectively to any emerging areas of wilding conifer spread.We note that the the 
Plan has no specific provisions for any programmes concerning Wilding Conifers. The Plan 
refers to ‘Wilding pines’ as a harmful organism1. The Wellington Region is fortunate that 
Wildings have not become established to the extent seen in other regions. However, there is 
approximately 800 hectares of Wilding-affected land in the region. Managing this infestation 
and keeping the region clear of Wildings will be assisted by including appropriate provisions 
in the Wellington Regional Pest Management Plan.The core components of the material that 
MPI recommends be incorporated into proposed RPMP wilding conifer programmes include:· 
Consistent adoption of the wilding conifer ‘definition’, where Wilding Conifers are specified 
as a pest in the RPMP, and· Regulatory ‘protection’ of public investment in wilding conifer 
control. This means:o A requirement for occupiers to remove any Wilding Conifers 
subsequent to publicly funded wilding conifer control on their land. This requirement would 
be triggered by publicly funded control work being undertaken, and, thereafter, hands ongoing 
‘maintenance’ responsibility to occupiers.o An externality obligation (essentially a boundary 
rule) applying to land adjoining land where publicly funded control has been undertaken. The 
relevant provisions in the material are Rules 4, 5 or 6, depending upon the nature and 
geographic delineation of the RPMP programme.o Regulatory support for any objective that 
includes keeping clear areas clear. Given the relatively low infestation in the Wellington 
Region, this would prevent new areas of wilding conifer infestation and halt the cycle of new 
‘legacy’ areas of Wilding Conifers being created.Additional components of the material that 
MPI strongly encourages regional councils to use include:· Consistent use of the standardised 
description of the adverse effects of Wilding Conifers,· Consistent use of the standardised 
objective statements and statements of intent for template rules where these are used,· 
Specification of the five recommended conifer species as pests where these are present and 
spread prone in a particular region. 

MPI submits that 
Wilding Conifers are 
New Zealand’s No. 1 
weed and, therefore, 
should be included in the 
schedule of Organisms 
declared as pests. 

Accept  



99.5 Ministry for 
Primary 
Industries  
Hare, Mike 

 Consistent adoption of the wilding conifer ‘definition’, where Wilding Conifers are specified 
as a pest in the RPMP 

  Accept. 

99.6 Ministry for 
Primary 
Industries  
Hare, Mike 

Both MPI and regional councils have an important part to play in marine biosecurity. 
MPI has a leadership role for biosecurity and manages biosecurity risks offshore, at New 
Zealand’s border and within New Zealand. This includes setting border standards for arriving 
vessels and goods (e.g. the Craft Risk Management Standard), undertaking national high risk 
surveillance for high risk organisms at key New Zealand ports, including in Wellington, 
leading responses to new to New Zealand pest incursions, and providing leadership for pest 
management activities. 
Councils have responsibilities for both species–led management and pathway/vector 
management. This is set out in Table 4 on page 16/17 of The Pest Management National Plan 
of Action (2011). In our pest management leadership capacity, MPI is working with a number 
of regional councils to build marine pest management capability. 
Wellington Harbour currently has few marine pest species compared to a number of other 
regions with busy shipping and high recreational vessel usage. For example, Sabella 
spallanzanii (Mediterranean fanworm) and Styela clava (clubbed tunicate) are serious and 
significant marine pests in the Auckland region. Further, both species have been found in 
small populations in Picton, Nelson, Tarakohe and Lyttelton, although there are elimination 
programmes for Sabella in those South Island locations. 
The harbour does already have one notable and well established marine pest species - Undaria 
pinnatifida (Undaria, the Asian Kelp or Wakame) is well established. Yet, other significant 
marine pests have not become established, in particular, the Mediterranean fanworm, while 
the clubbed tunicate has only been detected on two occasions associated with decorator crabs. 
Wellington harbour remains vulnerable to incursions of marine pests via infested commercial 
and recreational vessels arriving from other locations. There is therefore an opportunity for the 
Council to take proactive measures to prevent further pest establishment in the harbour. 
Unfortunately, the clubbed tunicate has become established in Porirua Harbour and can be 
expected to spread further, including to subtidal areas of the Pauatahanui Inlet, if left 
unmanaged. This in turn poses risks of infestation of Wellington Harbour through infected 
vessels visiting from Porirua Harbour and Mana Marina. 
It is also important that the Council take steps to ensure the marine pests currently in its region 
are not spread to new areas. 
MPI is of the view that a number of significant marine pest species should be included in the 
Greater Wellington Regional Council’s regional pest management plan (RPMP) so that 
appropriate actions can be taken, where required. The Council may also wish to consider 
implementing pathways management focussed rules, or working with MPI to promote 
voluntary actions (e.g. regular cleaning and antifouling of vessels) to prevent marine pest 
spread. 

MPI requests that the 
Council: 
1. add the following 
marine pests to an 
Exclusion Pests 
Programme in 
Wellington Harbour: 
Sabella spallanzanii 
(Mediterranean 
fanworm), Styela clava 
(clubbed tunicate), 
Eudistoma elongatum 
(Australian Droplet 
Tunicate), Pyura 
doppelgangera (Pyura 
sea squirt) and Charybdis 
japonica (Asian Paddle 
Crab). 
2. Add the following 
marine pests to the 
Exclusion Pests 
Programme in Porirua 
Harbour/Pauatahanui 
Inlet: Sabella 
spallanzanii 
(Mediterranean 
fanworm); Eudistoma 
elogatum (Australian 
Droplet Tunicate), Pyura 
doppelgangera (Pyura 
sea squirt) and Charybdis 
japonica (Asian Paddle 
Crab). 
3. Add the following 
marine pest already 
established in Porirua 
Harbour/Pauatahanui 
Inlet to a sustained 
control programme or 
other long term 
management approach: 

Reject. 



Styela clava (clubbed 
tunicate). 

100.1 Masterton 
District Council 
Hopman, David 

In general, MDC supports the pRPMP; however, we ask that Greater Wellington Regional 
Council (GWRC) consider the following; 

Support in part.  Note. 

100.2 Masterton 
District Council 
Hopman, David 

Canada Geese Recommendations 
1. That GWRC provide a copy of the Cost Benefit Analysis carried out for Canadian Geese 
Control. 

Provide the CBA carried 
out on Canada Geese to 
MDC. 

Accept.  

100.3 Masterton 
District Council 
Hopman, David 

2. That Canadian Geese be included as a “Pest” species in the Plan. Include Canada Goose as 
a “Pest” species in the 
Plan. 

Reject.  

100.4 Masterton 
District Council 
Hopman, David 

3. If “Pest” status cannot be justified by the Cost Benefit Analysis, then GWRC and MDC 
enter into an alternative arrangement for pest management. 

GWRC and MDC enter 
into an alternative 
arrangement for pest 
management. 

Accept. 

100.5 Masterton 
District 
CouncilHopman
, David 

Cat Recommendations• MDC recommends that GWRC expand the area for the sustainable 
control of pest cats to include the Masterton district. The pRPMP proposes control of pest cats 
in Key Native Ecosystems (KNE) areas and TA reserves. Currently, none of those identified 
areas are located in the Masterton District. (Note that the pRPMP refers to Appendix 3, Maps 
1 and 3. It appears that this should refer to Appendix 3, Maps 1, 5 and 6.) 

1. That GWRC includes 
the Masterton district as 
an area for ongoing 
inspection, surveillance 
and monitoring of the 
pest cat population.  

Accept in part. 

100.6 Masterton 
District Council 
Hopman, David 

• The Masterton district is largely rural and includes many recreational areas, including 
important native ecosystems, that boarder rural and urban land. Including the Masterton 
district in the controlled area will help to reduce the impacts that pest cat populations are 
having. 

2. Carry out pest cat 
control where 
appropriate to protect the 
biodiversity values of the 
areas. This would 
include entering into 
funding agreements with 
MDC for management of 
TA reserves. 

Accept in part.  

100.8 Masterton 
District Council 
Hopman, David 

• We support the Rook control programme in the pRPMS across the whole Wairarapa. Again, 
as with Canadian Geese, we believe that this is best dealt with as part of a regional 
programme. 

Support rook 
programme.  

Note.  



101.1 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

Wellington City Council supports the purpose of the Proposed Regional Pest Management 
Plan (the Plan) to minimise the actual or potential adverse or unintended effects associated 
with these organisms. We would be happy to discuss this further at a hearing or otherwise. 
Our Natural Capital – Wellington’s biodiversity strategy and action plan (2015) sets out a 
range of goals, objectives and actions that link closely with the Plan. This includes controlling 
pest species to sufficient levels to protect our indigenous biodiversity, and eradicating them 
where possible. We appreciate the reference to Our Natural Capital in the Plan. Partnerships 
provide the capability and capacity to win the war against pest species. We welcome working 
closely in the development of pest management plans in the future. And we want to work 
together in the development of the operational plan to achieve the best outcomes. 

Support. 
WCC want to work with 
GWRC in the 
development of the 
operational plan. 

Accept. 

101.2 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We support the hierarchy of exclusion, eradication, progressive control, sustained control and 
site led control. We commend that commitment to see eradications through. We would like to 
work further with GWRC on where individual species sit within that hierarchy. We assume 
that any exotic pest organism not found in the area should be considered for exclusion (for 
example didymo). 
We are interested in the plan further exploring the potential for eradication from parts or the 
whole of the region. Sustained control can deliver the ecological benefits but often at an 
increased long term cost. Furthermore, for many species, particularly with some weeds, 
evaluating the wellbeing of the habitat can be as costly as the control itself, making evaluating 
the success of the operation is tricky. We consider that some species might be more cost 
effectively eradicated from the region or parts of the region. We think this plan should not be 
constricted by operational budget but identify species where eradication would be a cost 
effective and viable solution. 

Support, and consult 
more with WCC over the 
longer term. 

Accept in part.  

101.3 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We welcome more investment in protecting the indigenous biodiversity values of the KNEs 
and we are keen to know what increased investment in KNE control will result from this plan. 

Support.  
Want to know what 
increased investment in 
KNE control will result 
from Plan.  

Note.  

101.4 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We recommend the Plan include a summary for accessibility of the document. Add a summary page of 
the RPMP. 

Accept. 

101.5 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We would like Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) to have a clear role in 
accessing private property for the purpose of carrying out key biosecurity work. 

Articulate a clear role in 
accessing private 
property to carry out pest 
control operations. 

Note.  



101.6 Wellington City 
Council 
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We would welcome more clarity around how this plan works alongside other plans in the 
region to deliver effective pest management. In particular how GWRC may work with the 
Department of Conservation and the Wild Animal Control Act to help tackle some of the 
challenges we face in Wellington when it comes to pest species such as deer.The Biosecurity 
2025 MPI direction statement makes recommendations on how we will achieve success in the 
pest challenge. This includes free flowing information and sharing of data, and improved 
analysis to help us make better pest management decisions. We hope the Plan will incorporate 
this principle and that in particular pest plant information will be more actively shared 
between our two agencies. 

Amend RPMP to clarify 
how it works alongside 
other pest management 
plans in the region 

Accept.  

101.7 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

The cost benefit analysis was often hard to follow or lacking information making it hard to 
evaluate sustained control against eradication. For example, Purple loosestrife is only in a few 
areas around lakes (Wairarapa and Kohangapiripiri and Kohangatera). It isn’t clear why it 
can’t be eradicated given these limited areas of occurrence. Page 87 of the impact assessment 
and cost benefit analysis seems to indicate it would cost 80K a year to eradicate compared to 
over 45K for control, but does not specify timeframe for eradication which makes it hard to 
evaluate that as a whole. 
Clarity on this issue would be useful. 

Clarify the CBA, 
particularly regarding 
purple loosestrife 

Note.  

101.8 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

Council welcomes the Draft Strategy’s support for Predator Free Wellington. We consider it 
desirable to liaise with Porirua City in the delivery of Predator Free Wellington. The most 
likely boundary for eradication in the medium term is State Highway One so eradication in the 
western part of Porirua will be very helpful. The maps, particularly in relation to possums 
need to show this more clearly. (pages 64, 81 and 104) 

Amend maps to show 
SH1 boundary.  
Liaise with Porirua City 
in the delivery of PF 
Wellington.  

Accept in part.  
  

101.9 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We oppose the taking feral deer and feral pigs out of the Plan. 
Feral pigs are a growing pest problem in Wellington. In Te Kopahou Reserve and along the 
South Coast they are one of the primary threats to the threatened speargrass weevil due to 
their destruction of Aciphylla. 
Feral deer are also posing an increasing risk to our indigenous biodiversity values. We 
propose the Plan should include an aim to manage feral deer and pigs to reduce adverse 
effects on the environment. There should also be reinforcement of the rule that no person shall 
move or allow to be moved any feral animal to or within the region. 
Numbers of feral pigs and deer and goats are growing in Wellington City. Before the problem 
becomes larger we would like to consider eradication within the South West Peninsula. The 
Pest Plan should support that objective, including the power to enter properties where 
landowners are not conducting necessary control. 

Include feral pigs and 
deer in the RPMP, and 
support their eradication 
in the southwest 
penninsula. 

Accept in part. 



101.10 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

Over the past seven years there has been the South West Peninsula goat project which 
manages goats over 4000ha of Wellington City Council reserves and private land to the South 
West of Owhiro Bay. More than $500K has been spent on this project to date. This project 
was initially funded with help of the Biodiversity Condition Fund ($185K and GWRC $50K), 
and has been continued by Wellington City Council since 2014. More than 6,700 goats have 
been controlled, which has enhanced the natural regeneration and restoration planting in both 
private and reserve areas. Since this investment ceased, goat numbers are again starting to 
rise. This causes significant damage to ecological recovery including on in coastal areas an 
across Council’s Outer Green Belt. We propose that this be included as a site led programme 
in this plan for the control or possible eradication of goats in the site. 

That the South-West 
Peninsula goat project is 
included as a site-led 
programme in this plan 
for the control or 
possible eradication of 
goats in the site. 

Reject.  

101.11 Wellington City 
Council 
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

Sustained control is the preferred option for rabbits. We support a sustained control 
programme to reduce the impacts and spread to other properties. And the continuation cost 
recovery service to occupiers we welcome the necessary equipment, skills and experience that 
GRWC provide to this service. We are interested in understanding the feasibility of 
eradication and the findings from biocontrol agents. 

Support.Interested in 
understanding the 
feasibility of eradication 
and the findings from 
biocontrol agents. 

Accept in part.    

101.12 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We support the inclusion of hedgehogs in the Plan and welcome further investment and 
guidance into their surveillance and humane control. They are currently a significant bycatch 
of pest control work, and are likely to be significantly impacted by the eradication of rats, 
possums and mustelids as part of Predator Free Wellington. Their control and eradication 
would significantly benefit insect, lizard, and some bird populations. We encourage GWRC to 
support further research and trials into the humane control of this species. 

Support. Conduct further 
research and trials into 
the humane control of 
hedgehogs.  

Accept.  

101.13 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We support the inclusion of pest cats within the Plan, and welcome the opportunity to work 
with GWRC on effective pest cat management. We would like some clarity around what is 
meant in the plan with regards to allow for pest cats to be maintained ‘with the permission of 
the occupier’. Cats roam so will generally go beyond the ‘occupiers’ land. Wellington City 
Council supports the gradual reduction of stray cats through humane management practices. 

Support, but clarify what 
"with the permission of 
the occupier" means. 

Note.  

101.14 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

Council understands there is experimental work being done on wasp control and eradication. 
We would support reference to this in the Plan. 

Refer to experimental 
wasp control and 
eradication work in the 
RPMP 

Note.  



101.15 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

Clarification is required on the extent of work that may take place for other harmful 
organisms. 
The document is unclear as to how species listed as Other Harmful Organisms will be 
managed. In some parts of the region eradication may be possible, in others it will be about 
suppression. We believe the document should cover some level of detail around this issue. We 
are particularly concerned about mice as these will need increased monitoring and possibly 
control and we need to have the potential to adapt operations as a result of the changes in 
species dynamics that might result from Predator Free Wellington. 
Given recent events where rainbow skinks were found, education and surveillance work is 
required to protect the region from this threat, and a proactive approach should be a part of the 
Plan. This is supported by discussions had with the Wellington Regional Lizard Network. 
No mentioned is made of other TA’s amongst the organisations that GWRC would partner 
with to control Other Harmful Organisms. There is mention of ongoing surveillance but no 
explanation of how that would work and what indictors from surveillance operations might 
lead to a response. 

Clarify how species 
listed as Other Harmful 
Organisms will be 
managed 

See submission point 113.13 
and 113.17 

101.16 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We are significantly concerned at the reduction in number of pest plants listed under the plan. 
Now only 15 pest plants out of more than 200 species are included in the Plan. The Regional 
Pest Management Plan is a guiding document for many other agencies, NGOs and volunteer 
groups with regards to what threats need to be managed. We believe the reduction in the list of 
pest plants at this regional level could lead to the reduction in control of those species by other 
agencies or parties. The Plan fails to mention why several pest species are no longer listed, eg 
their cost benefit analysis. 

Explain why the number 
of pest plants has been 
reduced 

See submission point 113.13 
and 113.17 

101.17 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

The changes in the planned boundary control for Old Man’s Beard would result in changes on 
Council land. Whist we support some investment on boundary control, when the wider issue 
of the pest plant is not tackled is likely an ineffective strategy. We would welcome the 
redirection of that effort to help control Old Man’s Beard in properties bordering KNE land 
and significant natural areas when the Old Man’s Beard is absent in those reserves. 

Emphasise control of old 
man’s beard in properties 
bordering KNE land and 
significant natural areas 
when old man’s beard is 
absent in those reserves 

Submitter to provide further 
clarity.  

101.18 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We welcome increase oversight for Greater Wellington on the role of key land owners such as 
KiwiRail and NZTA in terms of their obligations under this plan. We need concerted efforts in 
control of pest plants such as Old Man’s Beard in order to achieve the environmental 
outcomes and contribution from those operations which increase pest plant dispersal is 
crucial. 

Concerted efforts with 
NZTA and Kiwirail to 
control of pest plants  

Accept.  

101.19 Wellington City 
Council 
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

Wellington City as an urban environment is threatened by an abundance of pest plants and 
more are jumping the fence from gardens on a regular basis. We have heavily invested in pest 
plant control, and have extensive records of the work and progress which focuses on priority 
sites. We would like the opportunity to review with GWRC the development of site led 
programmes, and to allow private property access. 

Take part in a review of 
site-led programmes with 
WCC. 

Accept in part.  



101.20 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

We are supportive of the continued site led work on Boneseed control. Support. Note.  

101.21 Wellington City 
Council  
Biaggio, 
Daniela 

Finally, the Plan should contain a clear statement of what ‘success looks like’. Wellington 
City has over the past 25 years been working consistently to restore and enhance the 
environment including indigenous biodiversity. We want this Plan to support us in that 
objective and the vision set by Our Natural Capital. Better understanding the outcomes and 
vision of success the plan is working towards will support for continuous improvement and 
delivery of operations to achieve it. 

Amend RPMP to include 
clear statement of what 
success would look like 

Note.  

102.1 Feline Rights  Let us begin with the term 'pest Cats' which has been used in the RPMP proposal. This is an 
arbitrary term fabricated by antifelinist 'conservation' extremists such as Gareth Morgan of the 
Morgan Foundation and his daughter Jessi Morgan, the spokesperson for Predator Free NZ. It 
has no basis under New Zealand law. New Zealand officially acknowledges three 
classifications of Cats: Companion Cats, Stray Cats and Feral Cats. The definitions of the 
three types of Cats from a legal perspective is covered in the Ministry of Primary Industries 
Companion Cats - Animal Welfare (Companion Cats) Code of Welfare 2007, henceforth 
referred to as The Code. 
 
Our view is Greater Wellington Regional Council has chosen to willfully ignore the 
classification of Cats as defined under the Code and now attempts to collapse the legal 
definition of New Zealand's stray Cats so that stray Cats are informally classified as 'pest 
Cats', thus providing a fabricated loophole which GWRC erroneously believes will grant them 
license to conduct mass executions of Cats in the name of politicised 'conservation'. 
The legal opinion we have obtained is quite clear that local government has no power to 
define a particular species as a 'pest'. This is the role of the Governor General acting on the 
recommendation of the Minister of Conservation under the Wildlife Act 1953. By attempting 
to collapse the legally defined categories of 'stray' and 'feral' into a single informal category of 
'pest Cat' the council acts outside of it's mandate. This approach is totally unacceptable to us 
and leaves the council wide open to legal challenge should the RPMP proposal as it stands be 
approved by council when the matter goes to vote. 

Remove all entries of the 
term 'pest Cats' from the 
RPMP proposal and 
abide by the 
classifications of Cats as 
defined 
under the Code. Failure 
to do so will inevitably 
result in legal challenge. 

Reject. 

102.2 Feline Rights  Marketed by NZ company Connovation as Predastop, PAPP kills via hypoxia, coma, and 
death due to the inhibition of cellular respiration. Connovation's brochure states "The onset of 
symptoms is rapid and stoats and Cats are usually unconscious within 45 minutes", however 
the information we have received suggests it is a terrible inhumane poison. 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

Totally reject the usage 
of the inhumane Cat 
poison PAPP in the 
Greater Wellington 
region. 

Note.  



102.3 Feline Rights  Before we cover the matter of failure of microchips it is important to note that the current 
Wellington City Council animal bylaw was created via an illegal process. The bylaw was 
essentially back engineered and we have a considerable amount of evidence obtained via 
LGOIMA request in the form of emails shared between WCC councillors and staff which 
demonstrates this is so.  
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

Do not waste ratepayer 
funds hiring private pest 
control operatives, to 
deal with the alleged 
problem with Cats. 
These 
people are professional 
killers who delight in 
dispensing death and are 
highly unlikely to engage 
themselves in ethical live 
capture activity. 

Note.  

102.4 Feline Rights  In truth, Cats as the apex predator are valuable assets who contribute to the control of rodents, 
rabbits and mustelids. 
Remove the apex predator from an ecosystem and this results in what is known as the 
mesopredator release effect. We 
append a paper from the Journal of Animal Ecology entitled 'Cats Protecting Birds: 
Monitoring the Mesopredator 
Release Effect' which covers the scientific perspective in detail. In New Zealand there are 
documented instances where the removal of Cats from a locality has resulted in a explosion of 
the rat population which in turn has had a marked adverse impact on birdlife. In 2013 in 
Raglan, persons known to be native bird enthusiasts took it upon themselves to kill all Cats 
they could find in Raglan West. One resident had six of her Cats murdered for the cause of 
'conservation'. The local vet clinic documented a total of 16 missing Cats over a period of 12 
months in Raglan West. 
 
Within three months, local ecological consultant Adrienne Livingston is on record in the 
media stating: "I am now observing the effect the marked absence of Cats is having on this 
suburban ecosystem". She exp+C891ressed concern about the number of half-eaten eggs and 
dead chicks appearing, all killed by rodents the Cats would have dealt with were they still 
around to do their job. 

Biodiversity staff need to 
purge themselves of the 
'kill them all' approach, 
because by going down 
that path they may do 
more harm to an 
ecosystem than good. 
Remove the Cats and a 
plague of rats who will 
do more damage to bird 
life than any number of 
Cats is a certain 
consequence. 

Note.  

104.5 Feline Rights  Responsibility for the attempt to flout the law by including the arbitrary term 'pest Cats' must 
ultimately be laid at the 
feet of GWRC general manager of biodiversity, Wayne O'Donnell. He got that inconceivably 
wrong and we believe this was a deliberate act on his part in support of environmental 
extemism and antifelinism.  

Wayne O'Donnell should 
immediately resign from 
his position or 
alternatively the council 
must recognise he has 
miserably failed in his 
duties and thus should be 
immediately dismissed. 

Note. 



103.1 Harvey, Annette I strongly support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan, not 
just in KNEs. 

Support pest cats within 
the Regional Pest 
Management plan, not 
just in KNEs. 

Note.  

103.2 Harvey, Annette I am particularly concerned that pest cat control should be carried out in the WCC Reserves 
adjoining Zealandia.  

Ensure pest cat control 
activities are carried out 
in reserves around 
Zealandia 

Note.  

103.3 Harvey, Annette Last season I monitored the breeding success of toutouwai (N.I. Robins) in the these reserves 
and found that each season there is ample dispersal of toutouwai (and other endangered 
endemic passerines) to support the establishment of new populations, and the birds are able to 
breed successfully. However individual survival is too short to enable populations to establish. 
Monitoring of tieke showed similar results.Extensive trapping for mustelids and rats has been 
undertaken by community groups in Polhill and parts of Te Kopahou, (which were the only 
areas where pairs were able to establish), and tracking tunnel results show that these predators 
are being kept at very low levels. This strongly suggests that cats are the major cause of 
mortality.Now micro-chipping of companion cats is compulsory it should be possible for live 
trapping to take place, and pest cats eliminated.One of your Service Delivery objectives is 
"direct control of pest cats within KNEs as part of the integrated management of those areas, 
to levels that protect the biodiversity values of the areas.'"I suggest that the reserves around 
Zealandia have the potential to be of more significance to the Wellington community, and 
possibly also greater value to our endangered taonga, than the KNEs, if pest cat control is 
undertaken. Of course companion animal control would also be needed eventually, and I 
suggest GWRC should consider legislation that would mean cat owners would have a 'duty of 
care' similar to dog owners eg registration, control and containment. 

Require cats to be 
registered, controlled, 
contained etc, like dogs. 

Note.  

103.4 Harvey, Annette More public education is needed around what approaches exist to limit the impacts cats have 
on our native biodiversity, and how companion animals are contained in most other countries, 
with the emphasis on the companion animal’s welfare.  
 
There is much publicity about aspirations to make Wellington the Nature Capital, and, in this 
GWRC Plan, too effect "Highly significant ecological outcomes – more birds, lizards and 
invertebrates contributing to healthy functioning ecosystems." However, this is encouraging 
unrealistic expectations unless elimination of pest cats (and the containment of companion 
animals) is included. In fact, the encouragement and proliferation of back-yard rat trapping 
may have the reverse of the desired effect since with low rodent numbers cats will obviously 
prey on more birds and lizards. This will mean not only a reduction in biodiversity but may 
also lose community enthusiasm and support as their justifiable expectations of more obvious 
bird life are not fulfilled. 
 
Therefore I feel that extensive control of pest cats, and gradual education and legislation on 
the containment of companion animals, is an essential part of any pest management plan 
which will satisfy community expectations. (Obviously, the same limitations apply to the 
widely publicised effects of the misleadingly named 'Pest Free 2050' campaigns.) 

More education on the 
impacts cats have on 
native wildlife 

Accept.  



103.5 Harvey, Annette I also think that the ‘neuter and release’ policy is not in the cat’s best interests and therefore 
possibly illegal. 

End use of neuter and 
release methods. 

Note. 

103.6 Harvey, Annette And I strongly endorse the use of aerial 1080 as an essential tool to save endangered birds 
until better methods are found. There is more than sufficient scientific evidence for its 
efficacy and importance, eg Jan Wright’s reports. 

Continue use of aerial 
1080 drops. 

Note.   

104.1 Le Quesene, 
Lana 

1.      I live out the back of Wainuiomata with a view of the hills of the water catchment area. 
The view sustains me, and the rainfall over those trees, down those hills, into the lake, 
provides more than enough water to keep Wellington baristas busy.  You recognise the 
significance of that area being free of deer and the deer proof fencing attests to that. Having 
the vegetation of that area collapse after heavy grazing by pest animals and particularly deer 
would play havoc with the regions water supply. 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

GWRC takes 
responsibility for 
eradication of deer in all 
urban areas and 
parks/reserves in the 
region 

Reject.  

105.1 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Greater Wellington Proposed Regional Pest 
Management Plan 2019-2039. Ngā Uruora is grateful for the support we receive from GWRC 
to help with our conservation efforts in Kāpiti. In particular, we are grateful for the support 
given via the KNE programme. We are also grateful for the effort GWRC put into culling 
goats on Perkins farm thus preventing them spreading into our site. 

Support. No decision 
requested.  

Note.  

105.2 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

You state “Engaging with the community will form a large part of the project, and lessons 
learned by the Crofton Downs Predator Free Community group and others will inform how 
we both design and implement the project design.” 
 
It would be useful to get some more detail into the RPMP around what this actually means in 
practice. There are varying levels of support for community conservation groups across the 
region. We are grateful for GWRC providing brodifacoum and dried rabbit meat for our pest 
control operations, but we are aware that this level of resource is not available to other groups, 
and for no discernible reason. GWRC should be an enabling organisation in this space rather 
than putting up road blocks for some groups. 

Insert discussion of 
community engagement 
and criteria into RPMP.  

Note.  

105.3 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

We are also concerned that GWRC has over recent years pulled out of some possum control 
operations carried out in the South Kāpiti/Pukerua Bay area. We and other landowners we are 
in contact with have seen an increase in possum activity since this reduction in effort. 

No specific decision 
requested. 

Note.  

105.4 Kāpiti 
ProjectMckay, 
Andy 

You state that “Regional councils are mandated under Part 2 (functions, powers and duties) of 
the Act to provide regional leadership in activities that prevent, reduce or eliminate adverse 
effects from harmful organisms that are present in their regions.”It is difficult to follow the 
reasoning as to why some organisms are classed as pests and others are not. This appears to be 
an entirely arbitrary process. It would be helpful to have some clarification about this process 
and a set list of criteria that a harmful organism has to meet before it is considered a pest 
species. 

Clarify process used to 
determine what 
consitutes a pest species.  

Note.  



105.5 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

The projected yearly spending on pest control hardly changes from 2018/19 through 2027/28. 
It does not give an indication of this spending as a percentage of total GWRC spending, which 
may or may not to be projected to be growing over time. If t+C901his is not inflation adjusted 
spending this is likely to represent a real decline in spending over time. It would seem difficult 
to support an expanding Predator Free 2050 effort across the region without some increase in 
spending. The spending section seems very limited in such an important document. 

Provide more detail in 
spending section. 

Accept in part. 

105.6 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

As you note in your report there are more than 230km of state highways in the Wellington 
Region. You note that the Transport Agency is the occupier of the Crown land on which the 
roads lie, together with the road reserves extending to the adjoining land owners/ occupiers’ 
property boundaries. As you state, land under the Transport Agency’s jurisdiction is subject to 
the rules for land owners/occupiers as defined in the RPMP, so it has the same obligations as 
any other land occupier. There are also adjoining Road Reserves. 
 
The Main Trunk line borders our project and Ngā Uruora also occupies KiwiRail land. You 
note that land KiwiRail occupies is subject to the rules for land owners/occupiers as defined in 
the RPMP, and KiwiRail has the same obligations as any other land occupier. 
 
Finally, you note that amendments to the Biosecurity Act arising from the Biosecurity Law 
Reform Act 2012 now make the Crown bound by those rules identified as Good Neighbour 
Rules in plans. 
 
While in theory these agencies are good neighbours, in reality they harbour weeds and pests 
that then migrate onto our conservation projects. 
Examples are: 
Along the boundary of the Ngā Uruora project there are many weeds on both NZTA and 
KiwRail land. These include boxthorn, pampas, English ivy and climbing asparagus. Ngā 
Uruora spends a considerable amount of time trying to control these weeds (sometimes using 
grants from GWRC). But there are sites we cannot enter for safety reasons so seed sources 
continue to be present. We note that there is a considerable amount of pampas along the base 
of the Transmission Gully project which the project seems to be protecting. This is despite 
Ngā Uruora lobbying the project to get rid of it. 
Pampas is also rapidly spreading along the highway and the rail line on the boundaries of 
Queen Elizabeth Park and Whareroa farm. Pampas is at a point in southern Kāpiti where it 
could be eradicated. In a few years’ time it could be impossible to get rid of. 
We also we catch more animal pests along the boundaries of our projects. These are untrapped 
areas, often with good food sources such as dumped food waste. 

No specific relief sought.  Note.  

105.7 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

Since placing motion triggered cameras in our trapping areas we have a greater awareness of 
cat presence. We are also aware of the growing scientific evidence suggesting cats are 
important predators. We therefore support the inclusion of pest cats within the RPMP. 

Support pest cats within 
the Regional Pest 
Management Plan.  

Note.  



105.8 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

We agree with the proposal the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all 
unowned cats. We also agree with the suggested definition of a pest cat as: “a cat without a 
registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

105.9 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

We would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to 
include any cat. We suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No 
person shall feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington 
Region, without the permission of the occupier.” 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  

105.10 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

We also suggest that the GWRC, along with city and district councils should promote a 
mandatory “snip and chip” policy where all domestic cats must be neutered and microchipped 
by law. 

Introduce a mandatory 
neuter and 
microchipping program 
for cats in the region 

Note.  

105.11 Kāpiti Project 
Mckay, Andy 

Finally, we suggest that there should be on-going education to minimise the risk to native 
species by those cats people choose to own in urban areas. Ideally, we would like some urban 
areas near sensitive ecological areas to become ‘cat free’. 

More education about 
impacts cats have on 
native wildlife. 

Accept in part.  



105.12 Kāpiti 
ProjectMckay, 
Andy 

You state that “none of these feral species [pigs and deer] is a priority for pest control under 
the plan” and “Therefore the effect of the plan on the regional availability of these hunting 
resources will be minimal.”Feral deer must be defined as a pest species under the 
RPMP.While outside of our own area, Ngā Uruora is aware of the devastation that feral deer 
have caused at the upper end of Stokes Valley and at the back of Eastbourne. It is 
unacceptable that deer are allowed to breed in such numbers that they cause this level of 
impact. Ngā Uruora is not against the existence of deer in forests managed by GWRC, but 
populations, especially around urban areas, must be maintained at levels that allow for forest 
regeneration. If recreational hunters are not able to or unwilling to maintain populations at 
manageable levels then GWRC must be responsible for culling.We also note that the area in 
question in Eastbourne is part of the East Harbour Northern Forest Key Natural Ecosystem 
(KNE). We would be interested to hear how allowing large numbers of feral deer to exist in 
this area supports Objective 16 of the Regional Policy Statement: “Indigenous ecosystems and 
habitats with significant biodiversity values are maintained and restored to a healthy 
functioning state.” 

Include feral deer as a 
pest in the RPMP 

Accept 

106.1 Name 
confidentiality 

I have been using the East Harbour Regional Park for over 50 years and have never seen so 
much damage caused by deer! The culling has been seriously ineffective and the balloted 
hunts have taken no deer. The herd/s move on to the seaward faces while the hunters are in the 
valleys.  
 
While crossing over the ridge and living on this side they have destroyed most of the 
undergrowth and are causing serious erosion on the steep slopes while at the same time 
harming the roots of the beech forest and removing the topsoil and humus essential for beech 
survival. 
 
This is just not on - it is destroying our public asset and protecting a few deer for hunters runs 
completely against the mostly volunteer work done to restore and maintain the Park over 
decades. Please consider either removing deer completely or properly controlling them. I have 
sent in photos and videos to GWRC several times but absolutely nothing has happened, and 
the damage just gets worse.   
 
A comprehensive pest management strategy is needed for these destructive animals, otherwise 
the GWRC is being deliberately negligent, ignoring the Park’s KNE status and favouring one 
type of park user at the great cost of the parks intrinsic values in favour of another. 

Create a pest 
management strategy for 
deer - maybe in the 
RPMP? 

Note.  

107.1 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

General : Biosecurity Act - The RPMP is unclear of the Transport Agency's role in relation to 
the provision of pathway management plans and specified pest management plans. 

Further clarification is 
sought from Council on 
the Transport Agency's 
role on pathway 
management plans and 
specified pest 
management plans. 

Accept. 



107.2 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

Various: Biocontrol agents - The Transport Agency supports the use of biocontrol agents for 
the control of pest plants. 

Retain RPMP as drafted. Note.  

107.3 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

General: Biosecurity Act - Sharing information on pest plant species distribution, control that 
is being undertaken and methods to apply to different species and/or situations is important for 
success. The Transport Agency seeks to understand how GWC is going to work with the 
Transport Agency to ensure transparency, and therefore, a collaborative approach to pest 
plants. 

The Transport Agency 
requests further 
discussion with Council 
on data and information 
storage. 

Accept.  

107.4 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

2.6: Consultation overview - The Transport Agency has not been listed as a key stakeholder 
that was contacted /invited to meet and discuss the review. This is despite the RPMP deeming 
the Transport Agency to be a key Crown organisation for pest management responsibilities 
within the Wellington region. 

Any subsequent reviews 
of regional pest 
management plans or 
other situations where 
key stakeholders are to 
be consulted, the 
Transport Agency 
requests to be considered 
a key stakeholder and 
proactively consulted 
with. 

Accept. 

107.5 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

3.3.2: Crown agencies - The grouping of the four agencies in this section may lead to 
confusion. The New Zealand Transport Agency is a statutory entity and a Crown agent under 
Section 7 and Schedule 1 of the Crown Entities Act 2004, and therefore, a Crown entity. As a 
Crown entity, the Transport Agency is subject to provisions applicable to, and therefore, falls 
within the definition of land occupier for the purposes of obligations for pest control. This is 
very different to the Department of Conservation, for example. Our recommended relief is as 
provided in the column to the right. 
   
   

The Transport Agency 
seeks for Council to 
make the following 
amends to the RPMP: 
The first paragraph of 
3.3.2 
Crown agencies, be 
amended as follows: See 
'Reasons' 

Accept.  

107.6 NZTAHudson, 
Aaron 

3.3,2: Crown agencies - As per comment above, "The New Zealand Transport Agency is a 
statutory entity and a Crown agent under Section 7 and Schedule 1 of the Crown Entities Act 
2004, and is therefore, a Crown entity," given the Transport Agency has been identified as 
being both significant beneficiaries and exacerbators of pest management in the Wellington 
region that the Transport Agency be considered/contacted as a key stakeholder in future, 

The Transport Agency 
requests to be included 
as a specified key 
stakeholder for early 
consultation/ engagement 
for biosecurity matters. 

Accept. 



107.7 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

3.3.3: Territorial Authorities - We note that Crown agencies are liable to meet the obligations, 
and costs associated with a Good Neighbour Rule or action under a plan to enforce a Good 
Neighbour Rule within the RPMP. 
However the RPMP is unclear on the responsibilities and the accountabilities of Territorial 
Authorities under this plan. 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for this section to 
be amended to outline 
and clarify how 
Territorial Authorities 
will be held accountable 
to meet their obligations 
under the RPMP. 

Note.  

107.8 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

3.3.4: NZ Transport Agency - For consistency with our submission points 7 and 8 above, 
please replace the current description of the Transport Agency with the relief provided in the 
column to the right, 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

The Transport Agency 
seeks the following 
amendment to section 
3.3.4 of the RPMP. We 
provide the following 
text as relief sought: 
The New Zealand 
Transport 
Agency is a statutory 
entity and a Crown agent 
under Section 7 and 
Schedule 1 of the Crown 
Entities 
Act. As a Crown entity, 
the 
Transport Agency is 
subject to provisions 
applicable to and 
therefore falls within the 
definition of land 
occupier for the purposes 
of obligations for pest 
control. 

Accept.  



107.9 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

3.3.5: Road reserves - The RPMP states that, "where a road reserve boundary is unknown, this 
will be taken as 10m from the road centreline." The Transport Agency considers this to be an 
impractical provision and recommends that a survey be undertaken as a long term solution 
where required to defining a pest maintenance boundary. 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

It is suggested that in the 
second 
paragraph of 3.3.5 Road 
reserves, be amended as 
follows: 
Where a road reserve 
boundary is 
unknown, a survey will 
indicate 
the location of a road or 
rail 
reserve boundary (should 
this be 
necessary). 

Accept.  

107.10 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

3.3.5: Road reserves - It is unclear if there is an obligation on land owners/occupiers adjoining 
road reserves (where reasonable pest control is being undertaken) to undertake pest control. 
To support its pest control methods, the Transport Agency wishes to be able to rely on 
provisions of the RPMP in the same manner as other land owners/occupiers, 

Further clarification is 
sought on the obligations 
of land owners/occupiers 
adjacent to road reserves. 
The Transport Agency 
recommends that land 
owners/occupiers 
adjoining land reserves 
be subject to good 
neighbour rule. 

Note. 



107.11 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

3.3.5: Road reserves - It is unclear if there is a pest control obligation for land 
owners/occupiers adjoining legal road with ready access to legal road, 
   
   
   
   
   

The Transport Agency 
seeks for the following to 
be added as a separate 
bullet point to the 
provision, found in the 
paragraph stating, 
"Except where a rule 
prevents occupier 
control, adjacent 
landowners are 
responsible for 
controlling pests on road 
reserves in the following 
situations': the boundary 
is 
unfenced and the 
adjacent owner has ready 
access to the legal road, 
in which case 
responsibility for pest 
control shall lie with the 
adjacent owner. 

Reject. 

107.12 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

3.3.5: Road reserves - It is noted that the Transport Agency is expected to undertake pest 
management in areas where it is unreasonable to expect adjoining landowners to do so. For 
example on steep slopes or cuttings. The state highway network often has steep banks/ cut 
faces that can harbour pest plants and be costly and unsafe to manage by third parties due to 
the nature of the topography and traffic management requirements. The Transport Agency 
would expect that they would be able to work collaboratively with landowners to access and 
control as necessary any pest plants of concern and ask that GWC assist in communications 
between landowners and the Transport Agency, where necessary. 

The Transport Agency 
recommends further 
engagement between 
Council, landowners, and 
the Transport Agency on 
p+D924est management 
strategies. 

Accept.  

107.13 NZTAHudson, 
Aaron 

3.3.5: Road reserves - The current drafting of "Road reserves where road works have 
contributed to the establishment of named pests," Is ambiguous. 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for this statement 
to be amended so that it 
is clear as to what pests 
road works may have 
contributed to the 
establishment of. 

Accept. 



107.14 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

3.3.5: Road reserves - The RPMP is unclear how Crown Agencies like the Transport Agency 
will be informed where programmed pest management is undertaken. 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for this section to 
be amended so that it is 
clear how information on 
landowners undertaking 
pest management will be 
provided to the Transport 
Agency. 

Note.  

107.15 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

4.1: Organisms declared as pests - There are pest plants that can cause problems with the day 
to day operation and maintenance of the state highway. For example, agapanthus can block 
stormwater conveyance systems and is readily spread along roads. Agapanthus is also popular 
to plant along driveways and gateways and from here can spread onto the state highway verge. 
The Transport Agency ask that agapanthus be included with a good neighbour rule applying. 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for Council to 
include agapanthus as a 
declared pest to be 
included in the list of 
organisms declared as 
pests and also made 
subject to good 
neighbour rule. 

Reject in part. 

107.16 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

4.1: Organisms declared as pests - From a national perspective there may be pest plants that 
are found on the state highway reserve that would be beneficial for the Transport Agency to 
focus on. These pest plants may not necessarily be included in section 4.1 of the RPMP. We 
ask how GWC may support the Transport Agency in its endeavours to manage these pest 
plants in relation to neighbours who are harbouring the species of concern. 

Further discussion with 
GWC regarding how to 
support the Transport 
Agency should there be a 
focussed effort to control 
pest plants that are not 
included in the RPMP. 

Accept.  

107.17 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

4.1: Organisms declared as pests - The Transport Agency requests that wattles and prunus be 
added to the list of pest species that can be managed through the good neighbour rule. 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for Council to 
include wattles and 
prunus as declared pests 
to be included in the list 
of organisms declared as 
pests and also made 
subject to good 
neighbour rule.D928 

Reject.  



107.18 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

4.1: Organisms declared as pests - The management of feral deer is often a concern for the 
Transport Agency as part of its operation and maintenance of the state highway network. The 
Transport Agency seeks for Council to include feral deer as a pest that can be managed under 
the Good Neighbour rule, 
The Transport Agency is also interested in aligning with GWC pest control programmes to 
work with territorial authorities and other agencies for the best outcome in relation to feral 
deer, 
+C932 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for Council to 
include feral deer as a 
declared pest to be 
included in the list of 
organisms declared as 
pests and also made 
subject to good 
neighbour rule. 

Accept.  

107.19 NZTAHudson, 
Aaron 

4.2: Other harmful organisms - The RPMP states that GWC will collaborate and provide 
support for other agencies where coordinated action provides the best outcomes. The 
Transport Agency asks to be considered as one of these agencies and to help ensure that this 
approach is kept 'live' through the life of the RPMP. 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for GWC to advise 
us of co-ordinated pest 
management actions 
plans.D930 

Accept. 

107.20 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

5.4: Alternative pest management arrangements - The Transport Agency supports the ability 
for GWC to develop alternative management arrangements with agencies to establish agreed 
levels of service with those agencies, 

The Transport Agency 
requests that alternative 
management 
arrangements be retained 
as a mechanism within 
the RPMP. 

Accept.  

107.21 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

6: Pest descriptions and programmes - There is a biosecurity risk of pest species being 
transported by stock trucks, it is not clear how this risk is being addressed.  

The Transport Agency 
seeks the provision be 
amended to include 
reference to how the 
biosecurity risk of pest 
species being transported 
by stock trucks will be 
addressed. 

Note.  

107.22 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

6.1: Pests to be managed under exclusion programmes - The Transport Agency wish to be a 
proactive participant and requests to be informed of any known incursions of the exclusion 
pest plants, should there be a risk of them establishing within legal road, 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for GWRC to grant 
the relief sought under 
point 1 of the submission 

Accept.  



107.23 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

6.2: Pests to be managed under eradication programmes - A GIS layer showing known sites of 
pest plants listed as 'organisms declared as pests' would be very useful. As an example, 
Marlborough District Council Include this data on their public facing GIS system. 

Consider the existing 
GIS maps be updated to 
include information on 
pest plants and for the 
public to be able to 
access information 
regarding pest plant 
distribution. 

Accept in part.  

107.24 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

6.2.1: Moth plant - Some pest plants can grow across boundaries which can create confusion 
over the accountability for managing the respective pest. It is therefore recommended that 
moth plant, banana passionfruit, blue passionflower, and old man's beard have a good 
neighbour rule attached. Often the main stem of the vine is on one side of the boundary fence 
and the bulk of the plant is on the other, causing issues for those wishing to kill the plant 
entirely. 

The Transport Agency 
recommends that the 
good neighbour rule 
applies to the moth plant, 
and banana passionfruit, 
blue passionflower, and 
old man's beard. 

Reject. 

107.25 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

6.2, 6.3: Principal measures to achieve objective - The Transport Agency supports GWC's 
'advocacy and education' action of providing advice and training to relevant stakeholders for 
the identification of pests to assist early detection, 

The Transport Agency 
seeks that advocacy and 
education be retained as 
methods within the 
RPMP and that 
appropriate funding be 
provided for these in 
annual budgets. 

Note.  

107.26 NZTA 
Hudson, Aaron 

6.5: Key Natural Environment (KNE) - The state highway network adjoins a number of KNE 
areas. The Transport Agency wishes to discuss these areas with GWC to understand the 
particular biosecurity concerns for these areas and likely actions required under the new 
RPMP. The current lack of clarity results in uncertainty, 

The Transport Agency 
seeks for the provision to 
be amended to provide 
clarity on the matters of 
concern in the KNE 
areas as the relate to the 
state highway network. 

Accept.  

108.1 Horne, 
Christopher 

Foreword 
The blank page is a surprise. I assume that this will be remedied in the final RPMP. 

Remove blank page Accept.  

108.2 Horne, 
Christopher 

Vision Statement and Executive Summary 
The absence of sections with these titles should be remedied in the final document. 

Insert vision statement 
and executive summary 

Accept in part.  

108.3 Horne, 
Christopher 

Not surprisingly, my over-riding impression of your proposed RPMP is one of shock that the 
three species of feral deer – red, sika, fallow, plus feral pigs, plus feral stock (cattle, sheep) – 
are not even mentioned in the Table of Contents. 

No specific relief sought.  Note.  



108.4 Horne, 
Christopher 

The final RPMP should: 
1. state that while New Zealand has c. 2500 species of native vascular plants, c. 80% of them 
endemic, it is host to c. 25, 000 introduced vascular plants, many of them already invasive in 
the wild, and many others going through a ‘lag time’ before they too become invasive;  

Insert reference to 
25,000 introduced plant 
species into the RPMP.  

Reject. 

108.5 Horne, 
Christopher 

2. The list of weed species in the Wellington Botanical Society’s submission, be included in 
the final RPMP. 

Insert the list of plants 
from Wellington botanic 
society submission 

Reject.  

108.6 Horne, 
Christopher 

I welcome the inclusion of statement that rats eat ‘… 10% of their body weight per day’.  Include statement that 
rats eat ‘… 10% of their 
body weight per day’.  

Accept.  

108.7 Horne, 
Christopher 

1. the final RPMP includes estimates of the daily consumption in kilograms wet-weight, of 
native vegetation (leaves, fronds, mosses, liverworts, lichens) eaten by cattle/feral,  deer/ feral 
(red, sika, fallow), goats/feral, pigs/feral, hares, possums, rabbits, hares, sheep/feral; 

Include estimates of 
native vegetation and 
biomass consumed by 
pest species as requested. 

Reject.  

108.8 Horne, 
Christopher 

2. the final RPMP includes estimates of the daily consumption in grams of the weight of 
invertebrates and lizards eaten by hedgehogs; 

The final RPMP includes 
estimates of the daily 
consumption in grams of 
the weight of 
invertebrates and lizards 
eaten by hedgehogs; 

Reject.  

108.9 Horne, 
Christopher 

3. the final RPMP includes estimates of the biomass of wasps – all species in the region, at the 
peak of the breeding season, and the estimated impact on nestling and adult native birds.C947 

The final RPMP includes 
estimates of the biomass 
of wasps – all species in 
the region, at the peak of 
the breeding season, and 
the estimated impact on 
nestling and adult native 
birds. 

Reject.  



108.10 Horne, 
Christopher 

7.1 Effects on Māori 
I agree in principle with the first two paragraphs, with the proviso that GWRC acknowledges 
that the pest-animal plan as drafted fails to treat feral deer (red, sika, fallow), pigs and goats as 
pest animals which it should seek to eliminate. 
 
I disagree strongly with the third paragraph. Anyone who can afford to buy a rifle, 
ammunition, clothing and bush equipment, plus the vehicle and fuel necessary to go hunting, 
has more than enough money to buy food in the shops, and therefore not resort to going 
hunting. Some people in the hunting lobby appear to consider that our indigenous terrestrial 
ecosystems are available for farming feral and other pest animals, so that they can go hunting. 
In the 21st century, that attitude is not acceptable as the world battles climate change and the 
loss of indigenous biological diversity. 
 
The entire regional community must realise that: 
1. restoring our indigenous ecosystems by freeing them from browsing by feral and other pest 
animals is vital to enabling our forests to sequester carbon dioxide to the maximum extent 
possible, as the world strives to battle the effects of climate change and the loss of species of 
flora and fauna. NZ’s ratification of the COP21 Paris Accord commits us to do all in our 
power to slash our greenhouse-gas emissions, and to sequester as much of them as possible in 
our most effective ‘carbon sink’ – our native plant communities; 
2. feral pest animals exert substantial ground pressure on the soils supporting our indigenous 
plant communities. This compaction can disrupt the germination of seeds and fern spores on 
the forest floor, and in the worst case, destabilise steep hill-sides, with the potential to cause 
slips, and flooding of farming areas and communities downstream; 
3. feral pest animals eat the leaves of flowering plants and the fronds of ferns, and mosses, 
lichens and liverworts. Thus feral pest animals are primary agents of forest collapse. 
4. an adult feral red deer can eat an estimated 30 kg– 40 kg wet-weight of native vegetation 
per day; 
5. feral pigs, by rooting on the forest floor, can destabilise trees, shrubs and tree ferns; 
6. feral goats are known to eat every leaf within reach in a particular area of native plant.  

 
Disagrees strongly with 
the third paragraph. 

Note.  

108.11 Horne, 
Christopher 

7.2 Effects on the environment – p 78 
I disagree strongly with the first sentence in the first paragraph. It would allow the 
continuation of the degradation of the environment, because it fails to plan to control feral 
deer, pigs and goats, with the aim of their eventual elimination from the wild. 

Disagrees strongly with 
the first sentence in the 
first paragrap. No relief 
sought.  

Note. Or see above 108.10 



108.12 Horne, 
Christopher 

I welcome GWRC’s involvement in research and training to minimise the non-target impacts 
of pest control. I urge GWRC, with researchers, to investigate the preparation and use of lured 
1080-licks, for placement in those areas of indigenous plant communities which it, the TLAs 
and DOC manage, especially those communities visited by the public. Lured 1080-licks could 
enable firm control on several pest-animal species, while protecting the public and their dogs, 
from the risks posed by 1080 pellets, or 1080/carrot baits. 
 
The expressed wish in the first sentence in the second paragraph will eventuate only if 
GWRC, DOC and the TLAs cooperate to drastically reduce the numbers of all pest-animal 
species, with the aim of eventually eradicating them. Half measures are not acceptable in the 
natural world, degraded as it is for decades by introduced pest animals and pest plants. In the 
second sentence in that paragraph, the economic environment will only be able to benefit fully 
if GWRC, DOC and the TLAs reduce the numbers of all pest-animal species, and eventually 
eradicate them.  
 

GWRC, with 
researchers, to 
investigate the 
preparation and use of 
lured 1080-licks, for 
placement in those areas 
of indigenous plant 
communities which it, 
the TLAs and DOC 
manage, especially those 
communities visited by 
the public. 

Reject. 

108.13 Horne, 
Christopher 

I urge GWRC to use biennial aerial drops of 1080 on the Wainuiomata/Orongorongo 
catchment, Pakuratahi Forest, Kaitoke Regional Park (away from areas visited by the public), 
Hutt River catchment and Akatarawa Forest. If lured 1080-licks become available, they 
should be deployed in QE Park, Whareroa Farm, Belmont Regional Park, East Harbour 
Regional Park, and in natural areas managed by DOC and the TLAs 

GWRC to use biennial 
aerial drops of 1080 on 
the 
Wainuiomata/Orongoron
go catchment, Pakuratahi 
Forest, Kaitoke Regional 
Park (away from areas 
visited by the public), 
Hutt River catchment 
and Akatarawa Forest. 

Reject.  

108.14 Horne, 
Christopher 

8. Monitoring – p 79-80Only ten pest animals are to monitored. How can that be justified, 
while ignoring all the other pest animals in our region? 

Explain why only 10 pest 
animals are to be 
monitored. 

Note.  



108.14 Horne, 
Christopher 

Why are the following pest animals are not listed? 
 
carp spp. 
cat – feral (pictured on p 71) 
cattle – feral 
eastern rosella 
goat – feral (pictured on p 68) 
hare 
hedgehog (pictured on p 67) 
magpie (pictured on p 54) 
mouse 
mustelids – stoat, ferret, weasel (pictured on p 70) 
possum (pictured on p 51 & 75) 
rabbit (pictured on p 51) 
rat – ship, Norway  (pictured on p 76) 
rook (pictured on p 37) 
sulphur-crested cockatoo 
trout – brown, rainbow 
wallaby (pictured on p 30) 

Explain why these 
species are not listed, or 
add them to the list in 
Appedix 2 

Note.  

108.15 Horne, 
Christopher 

There are no maps to indicate the distribution of species of pest animals. Obviously most 
species are widespread, but some, e.g., the three species of feral deer, and feral pigs and goats, 
are not so widespread, so as a minimum, they each warrant a distribution map in the final 
RPMP.C951 

Insert maps showing 
distribution of feral deer, 
pigs, and goats in 
Wellington Region. 

Reject.  

109.1 East Harbour 
Environmental 
Association  
Rashbrooke, 
Felicity 

EHEA submits that both asparagus scandens and blackberry should come under the site-led 
programme strategy, rather than just be considered harmful pests. We believe this is necessary 
as both plants are causing very significant damage to the biodiversity of the EHRP – and are 
spread large distances by birds, making them very difficult to control. If action is not taken 
now then asparagus scandens could become established throughout the EHRP – it is already 
being found in more remote parts of the Park – and could lead to the smothering and ring-
barking of all the forest understory. 
Some basis for requiring owners of adjoining private property to take appropriate action to 
remove such pest plants would also be extremely desirable. 

Classify apsparagus 
scandens and blackberry 
under site-led 
programme strategy. 

Reject.  



109.2 East Harbour 
Environmental 
Association  
Rashbrooke, 
Felicity 

EHEA strongly opposes the downgrade of feral deer and pigs from site-led pests to harmful 
organisms as these animals are uncontrovertibly causing significant damage to our native 
plants. In the case of deer they are not only browsing on and killing native plants, especially 
coprosma species, but are also invading properties adjoining the Park and destroying people's 
gardens. In the past pigs were also found invading private property, and could well do so 
again unless a site-led approach is taken to their eradication. We note that although not seen as 
damaging as possums, deer and pigs both have been found to carry bovine tuberculosis. 
We are aware recreational hunters oppose eradication of deer and pigs. With respect, we fail 
to see how a sport for a very small group of people – a sport furthermore with real dangers for 
other users of the park, since if hunting is tolerated we can reasonably expect illegal hunting 
to increase – can be any ground for consideration in terms of the absolute requirement to 
protect the high biodiversity values of the Park. 

Classify feral pigs and 
deer as site-led pests. 

Accept.  

110.1 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

  I support the inclusion of pest cats within the Regional Pest Management plan. 
 
Cats are highly skilled predators that kill regardless of hunger. Cats have the ability to 
decimate populations of native species including birds, bats, lizards and insects. Cats have no 
natural predators in New Zealand so humans need to control their numbers. Without 
management cats undermine any predator control work undertaken by council and community 
groups.  
 

Support. Note.  

110.2 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

I propose the definition of pest cats to be change to clearly include all unowned cats. My 
suggested definition of a pest cat is: “a cat without a registered microchip”. 

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
definition of 'pest cat' to 
include all unowned cats.  
Suggested definition of a 
pest cat is: “a cat without 
a registered microchip”. 

Reject.  

110.3 Churton Park 
Preditor Free 
Martelletti, 
Wade 

I would like the rule around feeding or sheltering pest cats on land to be amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 (p 74) is re-written to exclude the word “pest” ie. “No person shall 
feed or provide shelter to cats on private or public land within the Wellington Region, without 
the permission of the occupier.”  

Amend section 6.5.7 - 
rules around feeding or 
sheltering pest cats on 
land amended to include 
any cat. I suggest Rule 1 
(p 74) is re-written to 
exclude the word “pest” 
ie. “No person shall feed 
or provide shelter to cats 
on private or public land 
within the Wellington 
Region, without the 
permission of the 
occupier. 

Reject.  



110.4 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

I agree with possums being both sustained and site-led pests and support their inclusion in the 
plan. 
 
Possums significantly impact both primary production and biodiversity and controlling their 
population is an important regional goal. Urban control is also important to prevent reinvasion 
into both significant ecological areas and the rural landscape.  

Support. 
No decision requested.  

Note.  

110.5 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

I agree with European hedgehogs being defined as site-led pests and support their inclusion in 
the plan. 

Support.  Note.  

110.6 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

Hedgehogs have serious impacts on lizard and invertebrate populations and eat the eggs of 
ground nesting birds. More public education is needed around the impacts hedgehogs have on 
our native biodiversity.  

More education on the 
impacts hedgehogs have 
on native biodiversity. 

Accept. See 8.6 

110.7 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

Rule 1 for hedgehogs should also state the people should not release hedgehogs into any Key 
Native Ecosystem 

Add rule to state that no 
person shall release any 
hedgehog into a KNE 
area. 

Accept.  

110.8 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

I agree with mustelids (stoats, ferrets and weasels) being defined as site-led and for the 
ambitious goal to eradicate them from areas within the Predator Free Wellington initiative. 
 

Support. Note.  

110.9 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

An additional rule should be added to make it clear that releasing a mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an offence.  

Amend rules to include 
additional rule to make it 
clear that releasing a 
mustelid within the 
Wellington Region is an 
offence. 

Accept.  

110.10 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

I support the inclusion of rats (Norway and ship) as site-led pests to be controlled at specific 
sites.  

Support. Note.  

110.11 Churton Park 
Preditor Free  
Martelletti, 
Wade 

 I would like the WCC to make it a policy for domestic cats to have time locked car doors, and 
a max of one cat per household. I’m looking at these doors as a way of fundraising for CPPF. 
Other ideas but this one will do for now.  

WCC to make it a policy 
for domestic cats to have 
time locked car doors, 
and a max of one cat per 
household. 

Reject.  



111.1 Clifford, Marsh, 
Wayne 

We are aware of the need for pest eradication processes, but firmly believe that 100% 
eradication will never be possible using 1080 aerial drops. We believe it will be an ongoing 
process way beyond the Governments 100% pest free target. Therefore, we further believe 
that to concentrate on a sustainable program is a high priority going forward. 
We would like alternatives to be considered for several reasons, with the highest priority 
being economic, whilst keeping toxins off the ground and out of the waterways. 
Likely alternatives would look to a positive solution, one that creates jobs, opportunities for 
local businesses to specialise in game foods, develop an export market for game meat, furs 
and hides, create a taxidermy market for the growing tourism trade, create a healthy pet food 
market. 
Incentives could be developed from the savings, by both Local Council and Regional Council, 
to form a positive solution, rather than indiscriminately poisoning the environment. We take 
on board that this would require extra work and planning, but we feel the future of New 
Zealand and it’s image, is worth seeking an innovative approach. 
We trust that the Greater Wellington Regional Council would look favourably at being 
innovative, and supporting the wishes of the local community. 
In brief..C966 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

Support in part - 
eliminate use of 1080 in 
pest control 

Note.  

112.1 Ballance, Alison It is great to see Greater Wellington targeting pests and weeds, and I fully support what you're 
doing. Between GW's work, WCC and Predator Free neighbourhoods, pests are being 
increasingly controlled across Wellington City. 

Support. Note.  

112.2 Ballance, Alison Where I see a gap is with some weed species, such as old man’s beard and acacias which are 
starting to spread in Wellington, particularly in my local town belt area on Mount Victoria and 
on road reserves. I have lived in Wellington for 10 years, and when I first arrived old man’s 
beard was very well controlled. Since then however WCC has stopped doing any work with 
old man’s beard, and it has started to spread rapidly in the past couple of years. I am also 
seeing an alarming spread of acacias on Mt Victoria. 
 
In the GW pest plan you are only proposing doing old man’s beard control work in the Hutt 
Valley where it is a Hutt council priority – I’m very pleased you’re working in the Hutt. 
Would it be possible for GW to take more of a lead in Wellington city, and work with WCC to 
get more happening in this area, please. 
+C974 

Work with WCC on old 
man's beard control. 

Note.  



112.3 Ballance, Alison I am aware that land owners need to be responsible for weds such as old man’s beard on their 
own land, but I think a public education campaign about what the weeds are, why people need 
to control them and the best ways of achieving this would be very helpful. It would also be 
helpful if WCC took the lead in controlling it in areas where they are responsible such as the 
town belt and road reserves (which are common and very weedy). 

Education on weed 
control. 

Accept in part.  

113.1 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

5. The purpose of the RPMP is not clear. Section 1.2 says “the purpose is to outline a 
framework for managing or eradicating specified organisms efficiently and effectively”. The 
framework, however, is not outlined until Chapter 5, and it then takes less than 3 pages, out of 
the 100 pages in the proposed RPMP.  
6. Which other chapters and pages need to be in the RPMP? Could some be transferred to a 
higher level document, e.g., a wider biosecurity strategy?  
7. The purpose statement contains one puzzling comment “… it is only where an individual’s 
action or inaction in managing pests imposes undue effects on others that regional 
management is needed”. What about public good? Acting now may save landowners and the 
public from much higher costs later on.  

6. Which other chapters 
and pages need to be in 
the RPMP? 
7. What about public 
good?  

Accept in part. 

113.2 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

8. The title, Regional Pest Management Plan suggests a much wider range of pest 
management functions and activities than it contains. To use your words, the RPMP is just 
“one tool in the wider biosecurity programme”. Section 2.1.2 describes it as a “vital cog in a 
secure biosecurity framework to protect New Zealand’s environmental, economic, social, and 
cultural values from pest threats”. The word “regional” has always been problematic.  

8. No relief sought.  Note. 

113.3 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

9. Perhaps a sub-title would help, e.g. “Regional Pest Management Plan: one tool in GWRC’s 
wider biosecurity programme”.  

Suggested title of 
"Regional Pest 
Management Plan: one 
tool in GWRC’s wider 
biosecurity programme' 

Reject.  



113.4 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

10. The early references to GW’s Biodiversity Strategy 2011-2021 (section 2.1.1.1) and the 
KNE programme (section 2.1.1.2) suggest a biodiversity focus. We welcome more investment 
in protecting the indigenous biodiversity values of the KNEs, but are also concerned about the 
long-term consequences of reducing pest control on other lands and waters.   

We welcome more 
investment in protecting 
the indigenous 
biodiversity values of the 
KNEs, but are also 
concerned about the 
long-term consequences 
of reducing pest control 
on other lands and waters 

Note.  

113.5 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

11. There was no Foreword, but the index shows one is planned. There was no Executive 
Summary, nor any plan for one, a surprising omission from a 100-page document.  
 
  

No specific relief sought.  Note.  

113.6 Wellington 
Botanical 
SocietyAbbott, 
Bev 

12. The title of the document has changed from ‘strategy’ to ‘plan’. GW explains the 
difference as: “The proposal differs from the current strategy, in that it only provides the rules 
for managing identified pests, and does not contain the full Biosecurity approach.  This shifts 
the plan to become one tool in the wider biosecurity programme.”. 

No specific relief sought.  Note.  

113.7 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

Same as above 113.6 Same as above 113.6 Same as above 113.6 

113.7 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

13. GW’s Biodiversity Strategy 2011-21 may be the ‘wider biosecurity programme’ referred 
to, but we think there needs to be something wider again, something that draws together the 
strategic and operational pest management issues and themes from the many national, regional 
and local initiatives already underway throughout the region. The fragmentation of the 
biosecurity sector is a concern 

No specific relief sought.  Note.  

113.8 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

14. If the RPMP only provides the rules for managing identified pests, what do the rules allow 
or prevent? Section 5.5 on p.27 explains that rules create a safety-net to protect land owners 
and/ or occupiers from the effects of the actions or inactions of others where non-regulatory 
means are inappropriate or do not succeed. This section doesn’t say what the rules are, or 
where they can be found, or how they perform their safety-net function. The term is not 
defined in the Glossary.  

No specific relief sought.  Note.  



113.9 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

15. We found rules for some pests in the 50 pages of Pest Descriptions and Programmes in 
Chapter 6, but there weren’t many rules, and the inconsistencies were surprising:  
Wasps (public health): An occupier within the Wellington Region shall, within ten (10) 
working days of receipt of a written direction from an authorised person, destroy all wasp 
nests on the property they occupy. 
Feral rabbits: An occupier within the Wellington Region shall maintain feral rabbits on land 
they occupy below level 5 of the Modified McLean Scale 2012. 
Mustelids: No person shall possess any living mustelid within the Wellington Region. 
Blue passionflower: No person shall possess any blue passionflower (including any seeds or 
live vegetation) within the Wellington Region. A breach of this rule creates an offence under 
section 154N(19) of the Biosecurity Act. 2. Any person who sees, or suspects the presence of, 
blue passionflower within the Wellington Region shall report the sighting or suspected 
presence to Greater Wellington within ten (10) working days. 
Eradication Plants: An occupier shall, upon receipt of a writ+C979ten direction from an 
authorised person, destroy any moth plant, senegal tea, spartina, velvetleaf or woolly 
nightshade present on the land they occupy. 

No relief sought.  Note.  

113.10 Wellington 
Botanical 
SocietyAbbott, 
Bev 

16. Most of section 5.5 is about the Good Neighbour Rule. Apparently the National Policy 
Direction for Pest Management 2015 (NPDPM) requires Good Neighbour Rules to be 
described. But a note in section 2.4 on p.15 says that GW’s proposed RPMP does not identify 
any Good Neighbour Rules. No reason is given. 17. Our guess is that GW, DOC, TAs, and the 
NZ Transport Agency fear that their own neighbours may start applying more pressure on 
them to be Good Neighbours. 18. The term “neighbours” may be the issue, with its links to 
boundary controls. It’s not just immediate neighbours who need to collaborate, but 
neighbourhoods. We see merit in having a Good Neighbour rule that requires both public and 
private neighbours of KNEs to contribute to the management of pests around each KNE.  

No specific relief sought.  Note.  

113.11 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

19. The RPMP 2002-2022 established boundary control rules for several species, e.g:  
Gorse: Where productive land is affected by the spread of gorse (Ulex europaeus), adjoining 
landowners/occupiers shall destroy all gorse within 10m of their boundary following a 
complaint to Greater Wellington by adjoining landowners/occupiers whose land is clear, or 
being cleared of gorse within the Wellington Region.  
20. GW’s Pest Management Review Discussion Document signalled that the boundary 
controls would be reviewed, and there are no boundary control rules in the RPMP.  
21. We have no immediate concerns about dropping boundary controls. They may never have 
been very effective in reducing the spread of weeds. Seeds and plant fragments will continue 
to cross property boundaries, carried by the wind, water, birds, lizards, and mammals etc.  

No relief sought.  Note. 

113.12 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

22. The early sections of the RPMP do not identify the target audience(s). Who should keep 
reading; who can stop? The technical language and assumptions about prior knowledge 
suggest the RPMP is for staff with responsibilities for pest management in the nine TAs, 
DOC, other Crown agencies, GW and MPI. But are land owners/occupiers, iwi, and NGOs 
seeking help with pest control for restoration also part of the intended audience? They 
contributed to the earlier consultation. 

Who is the doucment 
for?  

Note. 



113.13 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

Language Barriers (specified organisms, harmful organisms, and unwanted organisms)  
23. The target audience has implications for the content and language of the RPMP, e.g., what 
do the intended audiences already know about the topic?  
24. We initially overlooked the significance of the word “specified” in the RPMP purpose 
statement, i.e. “a framework for managing or eradicating specified organisms efficiently and 
effectively in the Wellington Region”. It wasn’t until we found the table of “specified” weeds 
on page 21 that we learned that GW is proposing to specify only 15 plant species as pests for 
the purposes of the Biosecurity Act and the RPMP. That’s 15 out of more than 200.  
25. We were also surprised to find that the terms “harmful organisms” and “unwanted 
organisms” are not synonymous under the Biosecurity Act. Readers need an early alert to this 
technical difference because it is critical to understanding GW’s approach to weed 
management.  
26. Care is also needed when using words that have different meanings to different audiences.  
For example, your statement “Relying on voluntary action (the do nothing approach) is 
unlikely to be efficient or effective in achieving the objective.” Many volunteers are likely to 
resent their contributions to pest control being dismissed as part of a “do nothing approach”. 
This phraseology needs to be replaced.  

What do the intended 
audiences already know 
about the topic?  

Note.  

    Same as above 113.13 Same as above 113.13 Same as above 113.13 

113.14 Wellington 
Botanical 
SocietyAbbott, 
Bev 

27. Section 5.1 defines the five pest management programmes which are key components of 
the ‘framework’. We prefer the less technical descriptions on page 7 of the Impact 
Assessment and Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA).  These descriptions also explain GW’s roles 
more clearly. 28. As an example, the two definitions/explanations of ‘sustained control’ are:• 
GW:  To provide for ongoing control of the subject, or an organism being spread by the 
subject, to reduce its impacts on values and spread to other properties. • CBA:  This involves 
regular ongoing control by Greater Wellington and/or the occupier in an attempt to prevent 
further spread and mitigate impacts of the pest. The public good benefits of this programme 
lie in preventing a species becoming established and imposing much more significant costs on 
the region in the future.29. It’s unfortunate that MPI’s drives for national consistency means 
the CBA definitions can’t be used, but it may be possible to incorporate their wording in other 
ways.  

No specific relief sought.  Note.   

113.15 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

30. The Glossary is important given the number of technical and statutory terms in the 
proposed RPMP. In some cases, it was only by consulting the glossary that we worked out 
what was intended. Please do a thorough cross-check of terms in the text with terms in the 
Glossary.  

Undertake a thorough 
cross-check of terms in 
the text with terms in the 
Glossary.  

Accept. 

113.16 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

31. As noted above, we initially missed the significance of the word “specified”. 
32. A table in section 4.1 (p.21) lists the 13 specified weeds by common English names in 
alphabetical order, and gives their management programme in column 3. We have re- 
formatted the table to give a clearer overview. A similar table for animals is in paragraph 37. 

No relief sought.  Note.  
  



113.17 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

33. We were shocked to find that, outside of Hutt City, GW intends to use the RPMP to do 
three things:  
• keep 3 weeds out of the region 
• eradicate 5 weeds, and  
• control 4 others.  
34. Some of the explanation for what’s in the table comes later. The Invasion Curve on page 
24 models pest population dynamics. The individual management programmes are defined in 
section 5.1 (p.25). This sequencing makes it hard to get an overview of the weed programmes 
or the relationship between them. We think the Invasions Curve, and possible the programme 
definitions should come before the tables. 
 

  Note. 

113.18 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

36. The authors of the RPMP did not seem to understand that some members of the public 
would want to know which weeds had, and had not, survived the review process and why.  
The difficulty we had finding that information has undermined our confidence in the RPMP.  
37. We prepared the following analysis which shows that 32 of the weed species in the RPMS 
2002-2022 are not in the proposed RPMP 2019-2038. It gives the impression that GW is 
giving up on more weeds. We would be delighted to hear of any flaws in this analysis.   
2007 Review  PRPMP June 2018 
Programme  Number of species   Programme  Number of species 
Regional surveillance plants  24  Exclusion  3 
Total control plants  11  Eradication  5 
Containment plants  4  Progressive containment  1 
Suppression plants  0  Sustained contro+C989l  3 
Site-led pest plants (Boundary control)  8  Site-led (HCC)  3 
Total species-led  47  Total species-led 15 

No specific relief sought.  See submission point 113.17 

113.19 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

We are expecting to gain a better understanding of the purpose of Appendix 2 at the 
forthcoming Regional Biodiversity Workshops. Appendix 2 already contains 200 pest plants, 
but we have started identifying other species we think should be on this list, for example, 
karaka, which is not native to the southern North Island, and is spreading as the number of 
kereru increases. We also want to identify other species where eradication or progressive 
containment may still possible because they are still present in low numbers or at a limited 
number of sites.  

No specific relief sought.  Note.     



113.20 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

40. Some of the reasons for removing pests from the RPMP were listed in the Pest 
Management Review Discussion Document, for example: 
• they have shown no threat of becoming established 
• they have proven to be more widespread than previously thought 
• they have not responded to control techniques 
• they were included to raise public awareness of their impacts - changes in information 
technology and communication methods make this educational awareness component 
redundant 
• they are the responsibility of other agencies, e.g., DOC for freshwater fish pests.  
41. Action: We believe including these reasons in the RPMP with named examples will 
increase confidence in the RPMP.  

Include the reasons for 
removing species from 
the RPMP with named 
examples.  

Accept. 

113.21 Wellington 
Botanical 
SocietyAbbott, 
Bev 

42. We found a list of 200 weeds and 10 animals in Appendix 2 on page 94 under the heading 
“Other harmful organisms”. The Glossary defines “harmful organisms” as “organisms that 
have not been declared pests for the purposes of this Plan because, “although they may have 
significant adverse effects, regulatory responses are not considered appropriate or necessary”. 
43. This definition needs further explanation on p.22. Why aren’t regulatory responses 
considered ‘appropriate or necessary’ for species such as feral deer, feral pigs, and weeds such 
as Darwin’s Barberry, Pampas Grass, Asiatic Knotweed, and Didymo?  

Amend definition of 
'harmful organism'  

Reject. 

113.22 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

44. Notes on p.22 explain that the “harmful organisms” pose a sufficient future risk to warrant 
being watch-listed for on-going surveillance or future control opportunities, but we found no 
related commitments. Is the intention to rely on “passive surveillance”? Have any priorities 
for official surveillance been identified? Wellington Botanical Society has been playing a role 
in passive surveillance for decades. On our monthly field trips, we regularly prepare lists of 
weed species seen, and share that information with GW or DOC, (subject to the land 
occupier/owner agreement).  

 Is the intention to rely 
on “passive 
surveillance”? Have any 
priorities for official 
surveillance been 
identified? 

Note.  

113.23 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

45. It was, however, reassuring to learn that some of the “harmful organisms” will be 
managed under GW’s Key Native Ecosystems (KNE) programme. The KNE map on p. 97, 
however, shows there are very few KNEs in the Wairarapa.  
46. The term “unwanted organisms” is used in several sections of the proposed RPMP but is 
not defined in the Glossary. DOC’s website says an Unwanted Organism is defined in the 
Biosecurity Act 1993 as “any organism a chief technical officer believes capable of causing 
unwanted harm to any natural and physical resources or human health.   

Add Unwanted organism 
to Glossary. 

Reject. 



113.24 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

48. We also wonder what influence the Long Term Plan budget had on the RPMP.  
49. GW’s indicative annual budget for weed pest control over the next 10-years is about $2.2 
million per annum (Section 10.5 p.86) but there is no explanation of what it has to cover. The 
amount seemed very low as we thought about KNEs, salaries, wages, contracts, hire of 
helicopters for spraying weeds in inaccessible places, purchases of capital equipment such as 
drones for more efficient compliance, advocacy and education initiatives, and legal costs 
where GW decides to pursue apparent breaches of the Biosecurity Act.  
Budgets ($,000) 2018/19 2027/28 
Animals 2,300 2,264 
Plants  2,147 2,200 
RPPCP (possums) 1,649. 1,769 
 
50. We are very concerned about how little impact the RPMP is likely to have on the region’s 
weed populations and densities. Wellington’s weediness is going to get worse. (One year’s 
seeding, seven year’s weeding.)   
51. More than 2,500 introduced plant species have “naturalised” in NZ, i.e., they are now 
established and reproducing in the wild. New plants jump the fence each year. (We don’t have 
figures for the region). More than 300 naturalised plants are called ‘environmental weeds’ 
because they impact detrimentally on the structure, functions or composition of New 
Zealand's indigenous plant communities, waterways and fauna. Other introduced plants may 
do little harm (for now), but the Invasion Curve, (p.24) shows a lag effect can be anticipated.   
52. Our expectation is that Council will review the LTP pest management budgets every three 
years.  

  Note.  



113.25 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

54. We appreciated the additional information about the competitive and reproductive abilities 
of some of the weeds in the 200-page Cost-Benefit Analysis (CBA). The time series results 
for some weeds were also encouraging, e.g. boneseed. We would like to see more ‘stories’ in 
Chapter 6 about progress towards the control of specific weeds, for example:    
Wellington now has 390 active boneseed si+C995tes, down from 480 in 2010/11. In 2017/18, 
5,635 plants were controlled at a cost of $110,000. As each plant can produce 50,000 seeds 
per annum, that investment will have prevented hundreds of thousands of boneseed seeds 
from entering the seedbank. 
55. There were, however, some disappointing, but not unexpected limitations in the CBA 
methodology. For example: 
“The net monetarised benefit of regional intervention over 20 years is estimated to be minus 
$1,931,229. However this does not take into account the non-monetarised ‘values’ of 
protecting biodiversity values in coastal environments throughout the region which would be 
impacted if there was no regional intervention.” (Boneseed analysis p.104)  
56. We hope Councillors had access to cost benefit analyses for some of the species that are 
not “declared pests” so that they know, for example, how much it may cost to pursue 
progressive containment for more species. Future generations are not going to appreciate a 
larger weed debt.  
57. We also wondered what role the CBA played in determining which species would be 
managed, and which could be left to expand and spread? The CBA pointed out the 
“undoubtedly large amounts of uncertainty around any CBA estimates applied to pest 
management”.   
“Cost-benefit analysis results can give the illusion of being precise, and providing robust 
estimates of future costs and benefits. However, there are significant data limitations in terms 
of how much we know about the impacts and spread of pests, and the costs of their control 
over future decades.”  
+C995 

 54. We would like to see 
more ‘stories’ in Chapter 
6 about progress towards 
the control of specific 
weeds 
 
57. We also wondered 
what role the CBA 
played in determining 
which species would be 
managed, and which 
could be left to expand 
and spread? 

Note.  

113.26 Wellington 
Botanical 
SocietyAbbott, 
Bev 

58. One of our major concerns is that three species of feral deer (red, fallow and sika), and 
feral pigs are not specified as pests under the RPMP 2019-2039 (see section 4.2). In the 
RPMS 2002-2022, they were site-led species with rules. Appendix 2 shows GW’s intention to 
treat them as Harmful Organisms in the future. 59. This intention was not flagged in GW’s 
Pest Management Review Discussion Document. Perhaps it was suggested by professional 
and/or recreational hunting organisations in the preliminary consultation process. Section 2.6, 
p.16 only describes the process and invitees. It doesn’t report back on key themes. 60. We are 
strongly opposed to removing feral deer and feral pigs from the RPMP. Please return them to 
the site-led programme, and enhance the role of rules in controlling them near KNEs.See 
document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents 

Strongly opposed to 
removing feral deer and 
feral pigs from the 
RPMP. Return them to 
the site-led programme, 
and enhance the role of 
rules in controlling them 
near KNEs. 

Accept.    



113.27 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

67. We liked section 8.1 “Measuring what the objectives are achieving”, and suggest 
combining 8.1 and 8.3. The text in 8.3 about plan reviews is not relevant to monitoring. 
Reviewing the plan is just one potential response to disappointing monitoring results. It 
belongs in chapter 2. 
68. The RPMP only requires GW to report annually against a separate Operational Plan. We 
think five-yearly reports of performance against the RPMP should also be prepared, even if 
they only summarise changes in distribution, numbers of sites and densities for each species in 
the species-led programmes. 
+C1004 

Suggest combining 8.1 
and 8.3 

Reject in part.  

114.28 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

69. The 11 pages of Chapter 2 are presented under 6 headings and 24 subheadings in Chapter 
2. If it all belongs in the RPMP, (and not in a wider biosecurity programme), please review the 
purpose, structure and placement of the information.  

Please review the 
purpose, structure and 
placement of the 
information.  

Note.  

113.29 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

70. Advocacy and Education (A&E) is mentioned in Section 5.3 under the puzzling title 
“Principal measures to manage pests”. Seven A&E functions are listed, but no objectives or 
targets.  
71. People can’t eradicate weeds if they can’t identify them, and some weeds are easily 
confused with natives. Natural Capital, Wellington City Council’s Biodiversity Strategy 2015 
includes a proposed teaching garden where contractors, volunteers and others can learn to 
distinguish weeds from similar natives, e.g. pampas from toetoe, old man’s beard from 
indigenous clematis and from other climbers when no flowers or seeds are on the plant.  

No relief requested.  Note.  

114.3 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

72. Do the specifications for RPMPs exclude diseases like Myrtle Rust?  Do the specifications for 
RPMPs exclude diseases 
like Myrtle Rust?  

Note.  

113.31 Wellington 
Botanical 
Society 
Abbott, Bev 

73. GW’s quick dismissal of climate change is regrettable given the growing literature on the 
implications of climate change for pest management. (Page 8 says “climate changes in the 
Wellington region are unlikely to result in measurable changes in species compositions or the 
pest profiles of listed species in the life of the plan). We read “listed species” as including 
Appendix 2. We read “the life of the plan” as from now until the first review. We can argue 
about the nature of “measurable” changes at a later date. As one example, numerous species 
of terrestrial and freshwater pests may infest new locations downstream very quickly after a 
major flood event. Those changes may be measurable within a few months. The implications 
of climate change for current biocontrol programmes may also need to be considered.  

No specific relief 
requested.  

Note.  



114.1 SPCA 
Dale, Arnja 

The proposed plan states that: 
Greater Wellington will support appropriate research initiatives, including biological control 
should it become available 
Provide advice, attend events and undertake publicity campaigns to increase public awareness 
of pests 
SPCA would like to see research initiatives on humane alternatives supported and prioritised. 
The Society would like to see a focus placed on animal welfare and humane methods of 
animal population control such as fertility control. There are such alternatives being 
developed internationally and we would like to see New Zealand commit to progressive and 
humane treatment of all animals, including those labelled as ‘pests’. 
The Society also asserts that educating people about and advocating for the humane treatment 
and control of ‘pest’ animals is a vital component of providing advice, attending events and 
undertaking publicity campaigns; these should not just be undertaken to ‘increase public 
awareness of pests’. 

Research initiatives on 
humane alternatives 
supported and prioritised. 
 
Educating people about 
and advocating for the 
humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals 
is a vital component of 
providing advice, 
attending events and 
undertaking publicity 
campaigns 

Note.  

114.2 SPCADale, 
Arnja 

Feral rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus)The proposed plan states that:Greater Wellington 
will:Release biological control agents for the control of feral rabbits when appropriateSupport 
research initiatives including biological controlProvide education and advice to land 
owners/occupiers and the public about feral rabbits, the threat they pose to the Wellington 
Region, and how to control themHelp land owners/occupiers and the public to gain the 
knowledge and skills to help reduce the impacts and spread of feral rabbitsSPCA would like 
to see research initiatives on humane alternatives supported and prioritised. SPCA opposes the 
use of biological control methods such as the RHDV virus due to the significant suffering and 
distress this virus can cause affected animals. The Society would like to see a focus placed on 
animal welfare and humane methods of animal population control such as fertility control. 
There are such alternatives being developed internationally and we would like to see New 
Zealand commit to progressive and humane treatment of all animals, including those labelled 
as ‘pests’.The Society also asserts that educating people about and advocating for the humane 
treatment and control of ‘pest’ animals is a vital component of providing advice, education 
and undertaking publicity campaigns, these should not just be undertaken to give information 
about ‘feral rabbits, the threat they pose to the Wellington Region, and how to control them’ 
and ‘helping land owners/occupiers and the public to gain the knowledge and skills to help 
reduce the impacts and spread of feral rabbits’. 

SPCA would like to see 
research initiatives on 
humane alternatives 
supported and prioritised. 
The Society would like 
to see a focus placed on 
animal welfare and 
humane methods of 
animal population 
control such as fertility 
control 

Accept in part.  



114.3 SPCA 
Dale, Arnja 

Magpie (Gymnorhina species) 
The proposed plan states that: 
Greater Wellington will: 
Provide advice, education and assistance to occupiers wanting to undertake magpie control 
SPCA asserts that educating people about and advocating for the humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals is a vital component of providing advice, education and assistance, 
and that this should be a focus of advocacy and education activities. 
SPCA would like to draw attention to the fact that there are no best practice guidelines for 
controlling and monitoring magpies on the National Pest Control Agencies website. In 
addition, the Greater Wellington Regional Council magpie brochure suggests using a live call 
bird to bait traps which is inhumane and unacceptable. If people are being encouraged to 
destroy ‘pests’, then those encouraging this have a responsibility to at least provide 
information that does not involve the inhumane treatment of animals. 

Educating people about 
and advocating for the 
humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals 
is a vital component of 
providing advice, 
education and assistance. 

Accept.  

114.4 SPCA 
Dale, Arnja 

Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) 
The proposed plan states that: 
Greater Wellington will: 
Support research initiatives including biological control 
Provide education and advice to land owners/occupiers and the public about possums, the 
threat they pose to the region, and how to control them 
SPCA would like to see research initiatives on humane alternatives supported and prioritised. 
SPCA opposes the use of inhumane biological control methods that can cause significant 
suffering and distress to affected animals. The Society would like to see a focus placed on 
animal welfare and humane methods of animal population control such as fertility control. 
There are such alternatives being developed internationally and we would like to see New 
Zealand commit to progressive and humane treatment of all animals, including those labelled 
as ‘pests’. 
The Society also asserts that educating people about and advocating for the humane treatment 
and control of ‘pest’ animals is a vital component of providing education and advice; these 
should not just be undertaken to give information about ‘possums, the threat they pose to the 
Wellington Region, and how to control them’. 

Research initiatives on 
humane alternatives 
supported and prioritised. 
 
Educating people about 
and advocating for the 
humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals 
is a vital component of 
providing advice, 
education and assistance 

Note.  



114.5 SPCA 
Dale, Arnja 

European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) 
The proposed plan states that: 
Greater Wellington will: 
Provide information and advice on pest animal identification, impacts and control 
Provide advice to community groups undertaking pest animal control, with priority given to 
activity in or around KNEs and in defendable or strategic geographic locations such as 
peninsulas, islands and corridors. 
The Society asserts that educating people about and advocating for the humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals is a vital component of providing education and advice; these should 
not just be undertaken to give information about ‘pest animal identification, impacts 
and control’. In particular, any advice given to community groups undertaking pest animal 
control should focus on animal welfare and humane methods of control. SPCA would like to 
draw attention to the fact that there are no best practice guidelines for controlling and 
monitoring hedgehogs on the National Pest Control Agencies website. In addition, although 
the links from the Wellington City Council, Predator Free Wellington, DOC, and Predator 
Free NZ do suggest using kill traps that have passed NAWAC testing, there is no information 
about how to humanely deal with an animal that has been injured but not killed, or trapped 
live. These are serious and concerning oversights and should be addressed as a priority. If 
people are being encouraged to destroy ‘pests’, then those encouraging this have a 
responsibility to at least provide information that will reduce the risk of animals being killed 
inhumanely. 
The proposed plan also states the following rule: 
No person shall possess any hedgehog within a KNE identified on Map 1 in Appendix 3. 
The prohibition on possession of any hedgehog within a KNE could mean that an already 
owned animal would need to be destroyed. SPCA advocates that consideration must be given 
to those hedgehogs who may already kept as companion animals by people in a KNE. The 
Society suggests that those people who currently keep hedgehogs as companions should be 
allowed to keep those animals as long as they remain adequately contained, at least for a 
period of time to safeguard those animals currently owned. 

Educating people about 
and advocating for the 
humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals 
is a vital component of 
providing advice, 
education and assistance. 
 
Hedgehogs can be kept 
as companion animal.   

Accept.  

114.6 SPCA 
Dale, Arnja 

Feral goat (Capra hircus) 
The proposed plan states that: 
Greater Wellington will: 
Provide education and advice to land owners, occupiers and the public about feral goats, the 
threat they pose to the region, and how to control them+C1007 
The Society asserts that educating people about and advocating for the humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals is a vital component of providing education and advice; these should 
not just be undertaken to give information about ‘feral goats, the threat they pose to the 
region, and how to control them’. In particular, any advice given to community groups 
undertaking pest animal control should focus on animal welfare and humane methods of 
control. SPCA would also like to draw attention to the fact that there are no best practice 
guidelines for controlling and monitoring feral goats on the National Pest Control Agencies 
website. 

Educating people about 
and advocating for the 
humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals 
is a vital component of 
providing advice, 
education and assistance. 
 
GWRC has developed an 
SOPs for feral goat 
control.  

Accept.  



114.7 SPCADale, 
Arnja 

Mustelids (ferrets, stoats, weasels) (Mustela furo, M. erminea, M. nivalis)The proposed plan 
states that:Greater Wellington:Assist in the release of biocontrol agents for mustelids where 
appropriateProvide advice and training to anyone undertaking mustelid control, with priority 
given to activity in or around KNEs and in defendable or strategic geographic locations such 
as peninsulas, islands and corridorsSPCA would like to see research initiatives on humane 
alternatives supported and prioritised. SPCA opposes the use of inhumane biological control 
methods that can cause significant suffering and distress to affected animals. The Society 
would like to see a focus placed on animal welfare and humane methods of animal population 
control such as fertility control. There are such alternatives being developed internationally 
and we would like to see New Zealand commit to progressive and humane treatment of all 
animals, including those labelled as ‘pests’.The Society also asserts that educating people 
about and advocating for the humane treatment and control of ‘pest’ animals is a vital 
component of providing education and advice.+C1009 

Research initiatives on 
humane alternatives 
supported and 
prioritised.Educating 
people about and 
advocating for the 
humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals 
is a vital component of 
providing advice, 
education and assistance 

Note.  

114.8 SPCA 
Dale, Arnja 

Pest cat (Felis catus) 
The proposed plan states that: 
*Pest cat means any cat within the Wellington Region that is: 
(ii) Not microchipped in an area where microchipping is compulsory, and free-living, 
unowned and unsocialised, and has limited or no relationship with or dependence on humans, 
or 
(iii) Not microchipped, or registered on the New Zealand Companion Animal Register, and is 
free-living, unowned and unsocialised, and has limited or no relationship with or dependence 
on humans 
SPCA has a number of serious concerns about this definition in the proposal. The Society has 
concerns about the labelling of cats as pests and a consequent negative impact on their 
treatment and potential perceived sanctioning of cruelty towards cats. 
There are also a number of important considerations regarding using microchips as an 
identifier: 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

Additional clarification 
and thought about pest 
cat matters is needed. 
 
SPCA asks the council to 
consider implementing a 
cat colony register and 
best practice guidelines 
to allow exemptions for 
colonies and carers, in 
appropriate areas, if the 
carers register and adhere 
to best practice. 

See 8.2. 

  SPCA 
Dale, Arnja 

Same as above 114. Same as above 114. Same as above 114.8 



114.9 SPCA 
Dale, Arnja 

The proposed plan states that: 
Greater Wellington will: 
Assist in the release of biocontrol agents for rats where appropriate 
Provide information and advice on pest animal identification, impacts and control 
Provide advice and support to community groups undertaking pest animal control, with 
priority given to activity in or around KNEs and in defendable or strategic geographic 
locations such as peninsulas, islands and corridors 
SPCA would like to see research initiatives on humane alternatives supported and prioritised. 
The Society opposes the use of inhumane biological control methods that can cause 
significant suffering and distress to affected animals. SPCA would like to see a focus placed 
on animal welfare and humane methods of animal population control such as fertility control. 
There are such alternatives being developed internationally and we would like to see New 
Zealand commit to progressive and humane treatment of all animals, including those labelled 
as ‘pests’. 
The Society also asserts that educating people about and advocating for the humane treatment 
and control of ‘pest’ animals is a vital component of providing education and advice; these 
should not just be undertaken to give information about ‘pest animal identification impacts 
and control’. In particular, any advice given to community groups undertaking pest animal 
control should focus on animal welfare and humane methods of control. SPCA would like to 
draw attention to the fact that there are no best practice guidelines for controlling and 
monitoring rats on the National Pest Control Agencies website. In addition, although the links 
from the Wellington City Council, Predator Free Wellington, DOC, and Predator Free NZ do 
suggest using kill traps that have passed NAWAC testing, there is no information about how 
to humanely deal with an animal that has been injured but not killed, or trapped live. These 
are serious and concerning oversights and should be addressed as a priority. If people are 
being encouraged to destroy ‘pests’, then those encouraging this have a responsibility to at 
least provide information that will reduce the risk of animals being killed inhumanely. 
 
See document: GWRC Proposed RPMP 2019 - 2039 Submissions with supporting documents  

Research initiatives on 
humane alternatives 
supported and prioritised. 
 
Educating people about 
and advocating for the 
humane treatment and 
control of ‘pest’ animals 
is a vital component of 
providing advice, 
education and assistance 

Reject in part. 

115.1 Kapiti Coast 
District Council 
Cross, Rob 

Please append the following to the submission form:Paraparaumu/Raumati Community Board 
submission on Greater Wellington Regional Council’s Proposed Regional Pest Management 
Strategy 2019-2039At a meeting on 27 March 2018 the Paraparaumu/Raumati Community 
Board passed a resolution to make a submission to Greater Wellington Regional Council 
requesting that the control of Argentine ants be added to the Regional Pest Management 
Strategy.This resolution was in response to a request from the chair of the Raumati South 
Residents’ Association, Trevor Daniell, who spoke to the Board regarding problems caused by 
Argentine ants for residents of Raumati South. Argentine ants are categorised in the Proposed 
Regional Pest Management Strategy 2019-2039 as ‘harmful organisms’ and not ‘pests’. The 
Paraparaumu/Raumati Community Board requests that Argentine ants are categorised as a 
‘pest’ in the strategy and that effective control measures are included.  

Classify Argentine ants 
as pests in the RPMP 

Reject.  



116.1 Lower North 
Island Region, 
Department of 
Conservation 
Fleury, Bill 

In the proposed RPMP the site-led programme for hedgehogs, goats, mustelids, cats & rats 
describes the sites as “in KNE area and TA reserves”.  These areas are mapped in appendix 3 
maps 5 & 6 but in the text it is stated “Appendix 3, Map 1 & 3” which are the Predator Free 
Wellington control areas and the Boneseed sustained control programme areas.  Rats and 
mustelids are targeted for the PF Wellington sites  

Correct errors in map 
numbering 

Accept.  

116.2 Lower North 
Island Region, 
Department of 
Conservation 
Fleury, Bill 

I also note that the Site-led” plan for possum refers to Predator Free Wellington initiative 
(Appendix 3, Map 2).  Map 2 is the purple loosestrife progressive containment area. 

Correct errors in map 
numbering. 

Accept.  

116.3 Lower North 
Island Region, 
Department of 
Conservation 
Fleury, Bill 

Similarly, I note that the text refers to the “Predator Free Wellington initiative”, in several 
cases, but that description does not appear on any of the maps.  I assume that you meant the 
PF Wellington Control Area shown in Appendix 3 Map 1 but it’s not clear.  

Amend description on 
maps and text to align 
with "Predator Free 
Wellington initiative".   

Accept.  

117.1 WELLINGTON 
NATURAL 
HERITAGE 
TRUST 
Anstey, Clive 

WNHT supports GWRC’s proposed Regional Pest Management Plan.  It is a concise 
document that should bring coherence and consistency to the management of pest plants and 
animals across the region.   

Support. Note.  

117.2 WELLINGTON 
NATURAL 
HERITAGE 
TRUST 
Anstey, Clive 

1. The Trust would like to see the pest plant species that are being controlled by HCC as site-
led species (i.e. old man’s beard, cathedral bells and banana passionfruit) controlled to similar 
levels in Wellington City, and would like to see similar powers conferred on WCC as those 
conferred on HCC.  To date, WNHT has had to deal with only one of these pest species on 
land that it manages, however it recognises that the potential exists for the others to invade at 
any time.  Because neighbouring landowners (both close by and far away) are under very little 
obligation to control these pest plants , the Trust’s Long Gully Bush Reserve, and other areas 
of regenerating forest that are not covered by GW’s KNE site-led programme, are at ever-
increasing risk from these plants as populations build up in the wider area 

1. Control old man’s 
beard, cathedral bells and 
banana passionfruit to 
similar levels as in HCC 
boundary.  
2.Give WCC similar pest 
control powers to those 
delegated to HCC. 

Reject.  



117.3 WELLINGTON 
NATURAL 
HERITAGE 
TRUST 
Anstey, Clive 

2. The Trust asks that Long Gully Bush Reserve (LGBR) and adjoining land be included in 
the regional possum/predator control programme (RPPCP) by 2025.  Figure 4, on page 9 of 
the document, highlights what a glaring omission from the programme LGBR has been 
(LGBR occupies most of the “uncontrolled” land immediately west of Zealandia, according to 
this map).  The Trust, a charitable organisation entirely reliant on grants for operational 
funding, is currently undertaking the only possum and predator control within LGBR.  LGBR 
provides a buffer between GW-controlled land to the north and west (Wrights Hill Reserve, 
the Bargh property, Makara Peak MTB Park, etc) and private land to the south which is 
currently subject to no pest control whatsoever.  Inclusion of LGBR in the RPPCP would 
improve the effectiveness of pest control efforts in the areas to the north and west by slowing 
the spread of pests from the south.  It would also improve the survival of numerous native bird 
species spilling over from Zealandia.  The rest of the Wellington City Rural Area should be 
included in the RPPCP by 2030. 

Include Long Gully Bush 
Reserve (LGBR) and 
adjoining land be 
included in the regional 
possum/predator control 
programme (RPPCP) by 
2025 

Note.  

117.4 WELLINGTON 
NATURAL 
HERITAGE 
TRUST 
Anstey, Clive 

3. The Trust asks that the Predator-Free Wellington project area be extended to include 
Belmont Regional Park, so that this can act as a buffer zone for mustelid control for the 
Wellington Peninsula. 

Extend the Predator-Free 
Wellington project area 
to include Belmont 
Regional Park. 

Note.  

117.5 WELLINGTON 
NATURAL 
HERITAGE 
TRUSTAnstey, 
Clive 

The Trust would like to see the adoption of a strategy to eradicate goats, pigs and deer from 
the western Wellington peninsula.  This should be explored with the rural and wider 
community.  The Trust has worked hard, at its own expense, to rid Long Gully Bush Reserve 
of these three pests, however all three continue to threaten the work of the Trust because 
neighbours do not control them on their own land.  Deer were illegally released on land close 
to LGBR and are now well-established in the area.  Feral goats pose a huge threat to 
conservation values in the Wellington City Rural Area.  Native regeneration is surging ahead 
in LGBR now that goats have been eliminated, however on neighbouring properties where 
their numbers remain high, they continue to suppress the reversion of gorse-dominated scrub 
to native forest.  The Trust would be keen to work with neighbours to move the Wellington 
rural community in a more sustainable long-term direction.  While the Trust opposes goat 
farming in the District, we acknowledge that the District Plan provide for this.  The Trust 
wishes to see very tight controls imposed on goat farmers, backed up by effective monitoring 
by the regulator, to ensure that farmed goats do not pose a risk to protected natural 
areas.C1035 

Adopt a plan to eradicate 
goats, pigs, and deer 
from the western 
wellington penninsula. 

Note.  

118.1 Corie Hi there, ive been hunting around wellington for the last 18 years and have feed my self and 
family wild venison and no beef for the last 5 years. There are some parts of wellington that 
have good numbers of deer but are not open to recreational hunting.( would like to see these 
spots opened to recreational hunting. No ballot.) As a hunter i am willing to do my part in 
keeping the pest numbers down eg rabbits rats stoats goats and possum by allowing my 
trained dog to grab and kill most small pest animals which we do all ready.  

Open up more of the 
region to recreational 
deer hunting. 

Note.  



118.2 Corie Please do not use aerial 1080 drops and poison my food resource and drinking water. I havnt 
hunted any wrc land since the kaitoke water catchment was bombed a few years ago. I have 
seen first-hand the jump in rat numbers after a drop. Totara flats 18 years ago i never had an 
issue with rats. Since the massive poison drops doc did for the kaka project i dont hunt there 
either because the rat numbers since the drop have trippled and because of the amount of dead 
animals i saw after the drop. Eg fantail robin a couple of morepork black birds deer pig and a 
single possom.  i dont want me or my family to be poisoned from the misuse of an extremely 
toxic substance that dosnt belong anywhere in nz. Thank you for allowing a little voice to be 
heard. Please dont use 1080 its killing everything not just the pests. 

 End use of 1080 for pest 
control. 

Note.  

119.1 Zealandia 
Hayes, Cameron 

Although we are supportive of GWRC and the Pest Management plan in principle, we would 
prefer that you source a front-cover image that is not so strongly associated with 
ZEALANDIA. 
 
While we don’t have exclusive rights to that image, Rob Suisted, the photographer, gifted it to 
us some time back. We use it in a lot of our promotional activity, including our website, 
visitor centre, brochures, etc. 
 
By using the current image it gives the impression that this plan is related explicitly to 
ZEALANDIA, which is not the case.  
 
I’d suggest a GWRC regional park or image of flora/fauna that can equally represent the 
positive outcomes of pest management. 

Support in part. 
Use a different front 
cover on the RPMP.  

Accept.  

120.1 piers The use of brodifacoum is a concern given it persists in the environment for much longer than 
1080 and has more likely longer term effects on invertebrates and birds of prey. 

 No specific relief 
requested.  

Note. 

121.1 Sandy Werner Although cats are included in the list above, I wonder if it is fair to say "roaming cats". Also, 
wondering if the South African praying mantis should be included? And are mice normally in 
this list? 

Add roaming to pest cat 
description.  

Reject.  

121.2 Sandy Werner I would like to stress the urgency of adopting a cat management strategy. There's clearly a 
need to control free roaming cats. On the one hand GWRC and city councils are encouraging 
individuals to look after our native flora and fauna and on the other hand failing to provide the 
support we need to protect the newly arriving birds and lizards to our gardens from being 
hunted day and night by cats. The lack of leadership on this front is pitting neighbour against 
neighbour as the cat vs bird debate worsens. 

Adopt a cat management 
strategy. 

Reject. 



121.3 Sandy Werner There is an urgent need to prevent cats from hunting at night. Lizards and Rurus are both 
active at night and therefore at risk from predation by cats at night.  Pest Free NZ/Plimmerton 
has been very successful so far in significantly reducing rat and mice populations. A ripple 
effect of these efforts is and will continue to be the change to the Ruru diet and subsequently 
the additional stress on lizard populations. As the Ruru diet changes from eating rats, mice 
and lizards to rely more on lizards and larger insects, so too the cats will be hunting lizards 
more. This not only increases stress on lizard populations but puts Ruru and cats in closer 
proximity to each other, both in competition for a diminished prey.  

Prevent cats from 
hunting at nigh 

Note.  

121.4 Sandy Werner Please we need better cat management to protect wildlife, including microchipping, 
registration, sterilization, curfews and/or containment. Encourage cat owners to keep pet cats 
indoors or in an outside catio.  

Better cat management 
needed and education.  

Note.  

121.5 Sandy Werner Please include the south African praying mantis, since their presence will lead to the loss of 
our native praying mantis. 

Include South African 
praying mantis  

 Reject. 

122.1 jacko Isn't the forest ringlet butterfly an endemic? 
http://nzbutterfly.info/resident/forest-ringlet/ 

No relief sought.  Note. 

123.1 EdmundSS Old Man's Beard. 
Karo. 
Darwin's Barberry. 
Wilding pines (if present). 
Wilding pohutukawa (because of the hybridising with Northern Rata). 

No relief sought.  Note.  

123.2 EdmundSS Use 1080 where appropriate.  Where it's practical and effective to trap densely, let's do it.  
Where it's not practical (e.g. Tararuas) use 1080 until something better comes along. 

Use 1080 where 
appropiate.  

Note.  

123.3 EdmundSS Eradication, and the creation of pest-free areas (first Miramar/Kairangi peninsula; the entire 
Wellington peninsula; the Orongorongo/Rimutaka area & beyond) should be a medium-term 
aim. 

Create pest free areas.  Note.  

123.4 EdmundSS Deer and pigs prey on native birds/eggs.  They can be considered a resource, but they're also a 
pest, and should be managed accordingly. 

Manage deer and pigs as 
pests.  

Accept.  

124.1 saisr Agapanthus should be added to the pest plant list and eradicated.  It is now appearing on the 
water’s edge of the Pauatahanui Inlet and is displacing the natives which were the only plants 
there.  It has spread from gardens on the edge of the inlet and along its waterways.  Some 
garden owners remove the flower heads before they can seed but most leave them and 
agapanthus is a robust seeder. 

Agapanthus should be 
added to the pest plant 
list and eradicated. 

Reject.  

125.1 Kakas Privet should be added to pest list. It causes bad asthma and illness and is a noxious weed in a 
number of regions.  
Why are hedgehogs listed as pests? This doesn’t seem justified.   

1. Privet should be added 
to pest list.  
2. Why are hedgehogs 
listed as a pest.  

Reject.  



126.1 miro ivy, eleagnus, asparagus vine, banana passionfruit vine all rampant in Mt Victoria greenbelt 
city side of Constable St  

None specified.  Note  

127.1 Jeremy Collyns Using the new roads (transmission Gully) build a pest exclusion fence along the middle 
medium strip one to two meters high to stop the smaller pests moving East to West. The fence 
would start at Raumati South Beach and finish at Ngauranga.  This would allow clearance of 
these pests from the bottom western part of the region and allow the native birds from Karori 
Sanctuary to populate this cleared area safely.   
This would help the council and community to meet the expectations of Predator Free 2050 
and start the process of clearing the region of pest animals.   

Build a pest exclusion 
fence on the 
Transmission Gully road.   

Note. 

128.1 Jacqui Lane Convululus and morning glory. And get back onto old man's beard. There wasn't much around 
for ages, but it is starting to appear everywhere in the last 2 years, even at parliament.  

Put OMB on the list for 
control.  

Reject.  

129.1 John McLachlan Towards the aim of a Pest Free 2050, much improvements in pest control has already been 
obtained within the area covered by the Kapiti Biodiversity Programme 
 
Protection of those improvements needs to be attempted by intensification of boundary 
controls 
 
The area should desirably be extended by the utilization of contractors and community groups 
working under the control of a project manager. 

No specific relief sought.  Note. 

130.1 Graeme 
Blanchard 

Recreational hunters welcome the opportunity to work with you rather despite your plans. 
Thank you. 

No relief sought.  Note.  

130.2 Graeme 
Blanchard 

Really appreciate your direction towards working with recreational hunters, who can play 
such an important role in conservation and caring for our environment if allowed.Thank you. 

No relief sought.  Note.  

130.3 Graeme 
Blanchard 

GRC used to make a point of eradicating Old Man's Beard. It is a really invasive and ugly pest 
I think this should be back on your list for eradication. 

Put OMB on the list for 
eradication.  

Reject.  



131.1 Longtime EHRP 
Park User  

Please do something about the deer destroying the most accessible parts of East Harbour Park, 
where the understory is damaged beyond recognition and numerous appeals to GWRC have 
failed to have any action taken, without explanation. 
 
The ecosystem should be protected for everyone's enjoyment but the current strategy is 
causing erosion, widespread damage to trees, roots and regenerating forest. 
 
For a long-time park user it is frustrating that this has not only been allowed to continue, but 
actively encouraged through what appears to be neglect. For a KNE it is becoming a laughable 
management of public assets. Even my kids now complain about the damage that is clear, 
obvious and widespread along all the Western flanks. 
 
But it's not funny, it's an appalling situation that has gone on for years and is getting worse 
every year. 
 
Thank you for considering those who do not use the park for hunting yet appreciate the 
precious native ecosystem and biodiversity and the value it holds for the wider community 
and our descendants. 

Take action on deer.  Note.  

132.1 Pando Pine trees should be removed wherever possible and replaced with natives. Especially on 
Miramar Peninsular and town belt of Wadestown 

  Note.  

133.1 John Flux Forest Ringlet is an endangered NZ endemic. 
It should be removed from this list of pests. 

Remove Forest Ringlet 
from RPMP.  

Note. 

133.2 John Flux Cats should not be on the list until rats, mice, mustelids, and rabbits are removed. 
Until then they are helping to catch animals that are trap and poison-shy. 

  Note.  

134.1 Paul Martinson Cats are the third most significant causal factor of avian extinction in NZ, but still no law 
controlling them. Cats need to be micro-chipped and identifiable with an owner. Until that 
time there is no sure way of distinguishing feral, stray and owned animals from each other. 
Many 'owned cats are killed as a result. Cat control is essential. Please introduce it. 

Introduce cat control.  Accept.  
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