
The Freo Alternative
big thinking about small housing



Fremantle has a proud history of welcoming and 
accommodating a diverse community. From the pioneer 
days of worker cottages to the expansion into suburban 
living, our city has always been a thriving and attractive 
place for people from all walks of life.

As our population continues to grow and change, a 
challenge for Fremantle will be to ensure suitable housing 
options are available to the growing number of single-
person and small households. Fremantle’s inner- city 
provides a diversity of housing options. 

There are, however, fewer small housing options in 
Fremantle’s suburban areas, meaning less choice for 
those households that don’t need or want large homes 
or would prefer to downsize and continue to live in 
communities they love.
 
The Freo Alternative is an opportunity to think big 
about small housing.
 

Big thinking about small housing



The City of Fremantle has been looking at how Fremantle 
households compare to the Perth metropolitan average, 
and how housing is currently developed in suburban areas. 

Through the Freo Alternative, the City is bringing the 
community together to explore how we can provide  
more diverse housing options in our suburban areas. 

We also want to explore with the community how to 
achieve this diversity while protecting the things we value 
about our neighbourhoods.  

The Freo Alternative

“We want Fremantle to 
be a welcoming 
place for all 
people; and a 
liveable city that 

serves its peoples 
needs.” 

- Fremantle 2029: 
Community Visioning Project

“We want a city that 
thrives on 
diversity,  
that dares to  
be different  
and delivers  

on its promises..”
- Community Strategic     
  Plan 2015-25
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“A range and choice 
of housing which meets 
the changing social and 
economic needs of the 
existing community and  
future residents”

- Samantha (a lady should  
  never tell her age) 

- Fremantle Planning Strategy 

“There is a huge concern in 
Australia that our young people 

will never be able to afford 
home ownership, however, 
with a focus on 
smaller dwellings, their 
chances will be improved...”

“At my age 
simplicity is key, 
so small is 

great!”

“I live in a subdivided 
lot with a house 
measuring 90m2... 
This is the 
perfect size for  
2 people and a cat...”

- Rachael, 35

What we’ve heard…

“Small homes 
need to be 
very well 
designed to 
be solar passive 

plus incorporate 
the best in 
sustainability”

- Kristine, 57



- Denise, 63

“I look for a healthy 
home, eco and 

environmentally  
friendly, with 

permaculture 
designed 
gardens...”

“What we look for is good 
outdoor space, an 

extra room is 
a plus or large 

living space... 
need to provide 
adequate 
green space”

- Olivi, 24- Anthony, 44

“We’ve found the perfect small 
house for our family. Though 

it was hard. So much 
housing stock is 
so oversized (and 
overpriced as a result)”

“Close to transport, 
good neighbours, 

easy to take 
care of and 
storage”

- Rachael, 65

Source:  Your housing story MySay Survey, August 2016

“To date I haven't 
found any 
standalone 
small houses 
of reasonable 
quality in the 
Fremantle area”

- Annette, mature age 

“I am looking for a 
medium density 
housing option 

where myself and 
friends can age 
disgracefully, in 

place”

- Linda, late 50s
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How do Fremantle households compare 
to the Perth metropolitan average?

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing, 2011

1.5 x more one person households

1.5 x more one parent + one child households

Half the number of larger family households

1.5 x more share households



“Big houses are fine  
for families of  
3+ children...but for  
the typical family of 

1 or 2 children, or the 
average adult, small 

homes are more easily 
affordable.”

- Grace, 17

* Standalone and grouped dwellings based on census data    
   and average home sizes over time.

Note: Projections to 2016 based on forecast i.d. and City of 
Fremantle planning approval data 2011 to 2015.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and 
Housing, 1991 – 2011
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City of Fremantle household size has been declining  
since the first census records in 1921. In the past 10 years, 
the size of new homes built in Fremantle has steadily 
increased. 

New apartment developments have delivered small to 
average housing in Fremantle’s inner urban areas. There is 
however a gap in small housing availability in Fremantle’s 
suburban areas as most new housing is four bedrooms or 
larger.

If suburban housing stock continues to develop the way it has 
over the past 20 years in Fremantle, there will be even fewer 
options for smaller households to find housing or remain 
living in the areas they prefer.

What housing options are currently 
available in Fremantle?
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‘Granny’ Flats Subdivision

How is new housing currently delivered in suburban areas?

New housing in suburban areas is typically provided 
through either ‘granny’ flat development or subdivision.

‘Granny’ flats have to be on the same lot as the main 
house. They often provide additional accommodation 
for the same owner and retain space for outdoor 
activity, but do not provide multiple property ownership 
opportunities.

Subdivision often results in building footprints that 
maximise the use of space. They allow for multiple  
property ownership opportunities, but often reduce 
outdoor activity space, trees and shade. 

Overall, there is limited flexibility for  
property owners to be creative with different  
housing sizes on separate lots.

tenant



What are the alternatives?
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There are a range of alternative small housing types  
that could be considered to fill the gaps in the current 
town planning rules while still retaining the features we 
love about our established areas. The Freo Alternative 
wants to explore these different ideas.

For example, should some granny flats be allowed to have 
a separate title? Could an existing house be divided into 
two units? Could housing with a smaller footprint be 
encouraged where other values such as open space are 
retained? Let’s think BIG about small housing options!
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To provide a range of housing that best reflects the 
varied needs and aspirations of our residents while 
retaining community diversity, we need more housing 
alternatives.Providing small housing options for our 
existing and future residents is what the Freo Alternative 
is all about.

The project is a starting point to explore community 
ideas about small housing and the features we value 
about our established areas.

These values and ideas will be used to inform the City’s  
planning policy and guide the development of housing  
diversity in Fremantle. 

 

What is the Freo Alternative trying to achieve?



How can I get involved?
The City of Fremantle is running several community events  
and focus groups during the Freo Alternative project. 

For current events and project information please visit the  
City’s My Say Freo forum at

mysay.fremantle.wa.gov.au/Freo_Alternative

This publication is available in multiple formats upon request.
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