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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Introduction 

This Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE) has been prepared on behalf of Port Macquarie-

Hastings Council (PMHC) to support a development application under Part 4 of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. PMHC has been identified as the consent 

authority for the development. 

The subject Proposal involves construction and operation of the Kew Waste Transfer Station 

(WTS) and associated infrastructure on an area of approximately 1.4 hectares on the western 

side of Herons Creek Road (the WTS site). The Proposal also includes an associated upgrade 

to approximately 450 m of Herons Creek Road (the Road site); from immediately east of the 

central portion of the WTS site and traversing south. 

The Kew WTS will service households disposing of car boot and trailer loads of household and 

greenwaste, including; general mixed waste, co-mingled recyclables, e-waste, small quantities 

of hazardous waste, mattresses, oil, metals and construction and demolition (C&D) waste. 

Small scale commercial enterprises may utilise the station on occasion, however the majority of 

commercial and bulk wastes will be transported directly to the Cairncross Waste Management 

Facility (WMF). All waste deposited onsite will be removed offsite for reuse, resource recovery, 

processing or will be deposited into landfill at the Cairncross WMF. In addition, the Proposal will 

facilitate the closure and rehabilitation of the Dunbogan Waste Landfill. 

Need for the Proposal 

The Camden Haven Area has been identified as one of the fastest developing areas in the 

PMHC LGA. This growth increases the need for the provision of cost efficient and useable 

waste services to be provided to the surrounding community. The provision of a WTS in Kew 

will provide the community with a regional waste management facility to deposit household and 

greenwaste. In addition, the Proposal will allow the closure and rehabilitation of the Dunbogan 

Waste Landfill in line with EPA timelines. The Landfill is operated as per the conditions 

stipulated in Environment Protection Licence No: 5924 (EPL 5924). Planning has commenced 

for the decommissioning of the facility and current volume calculations indicate that the 

Dunbogan facility has approximately twelve months of capacity remaining. To close prior to 

capacity being exhausted, and in line with EPA timelines, the Dunbogan Waste Landfill will 

need to cease operations prior to the year 2015. The development of a WTS at Kew will provide 

an alternate facility to service the Camden Haven and southern PMHC LGA areas’ waste 

management requirements facilitating the timely closure of the Dunbogan Waste Landfill. 

The provision of resource recovery facilities and the increased opportunity for recycling and 

source separation of waste at the Kew WTS will provide an improved environmental 

performance when compared to the operation of a landfill facility. Finally, the Proposal has been 

prepared to implement the objectives of state, local and site based policy plans to maximise 

reuse and resource recovery opportunities and minimise impact on the surrounding community 

and natural environment. 

Proposal Description 

The Kew WTS would involve the development of a new WTS, as well as associated road 

infrastructure, including: 

 A shallow push pit with a compactor and bin change over system 

 Covered bays for placement of paper, glass and aluminium cans 

 A secure storage locker for temporary storage of poisons and chemicals 

 A small office containing worker amenities 
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 Open stockpiles for storage of greenwaste, metal and C&D waste 

 A sediment dam to manage site stormwater runoff prior to discharge to the natural 

drainage system 

 An oil station to store oil waste at the WTS site 

 Fencing of the facility to prevent unauthorised entry 

 A tip shop for buy back opportunities 

The Kew WTS would comprise designated bays for resource recovery and a shallow push pit 

for mixed residual waste, which will feed into a compaction unit. Vehicles will enter the site via 

Herons Creek Road via a two way access point, which will be the only point of access to the 

Proposal site. All vehicles will be stopped at the control station to determine the appropriate 

waste receptacles to deposit their waste. General waste and recyclable material will be 

deposited in the relevant bin bays. Greenwaste, metals, concrete and bricks will be deposited in 

stockpiles located adjacent to the loop road. Mixed residual waste will be deposited in a shallow 

push pit area and a front end loader will be used daily to deposit the mixed residual waste into 

an onsite compaction system. All mixed residual waste will be compacted daily and deposited 

into a compaction skip bin. Skip bins will then be collected and transported to the Cairncross 

WMF, on average six times a week.  

The Kew WTS Proposal will include the upgrade of approximately 450 m of Herons Creek 

Road, including sealing and widening the road to a width of eight metres. The Proposal will 

include a single two-way access point from Herons Creek Road into the WTS site. Mixed 

residual waste collection vehicles will enter via the same access point as customer vehicles but 

will then be diverted onto a separate facility entrance (within the WTS site) than customer 

vehicles to promote safe movement of traffic. In addition, PMHC proposes to upgrade an area of 

approximately 450 m of Herons Creek Road, to the immediate south of the WTS site. This 

upgrade would involve sealing and widening the existing unsealed section of Herons Creek 

Road to connect to its intersection with Nancy Bird Walton Drive.  

Environmental Assessment 

The various components of the biophysical environment have been considered in this SEE. Key 

environmental, social and economic aspects and associated impacts of the Proposal have been 

identified, assessed and, where appropriate, mitigation measures to minimise impacts have 

been provided.  

Flora and Fauna 

The Proposal would require the removal of up to 1.4 hectares of White Stringybark - 

Tallowwood Dry Forest in good condition. It is considered unlikely that the removal of fauna 

habitat on the Proposal site would result in a significant area of habitat loss or a significant 

reduction in fauna habitat connectivity in the region. It is proposed to offset biodiversity impacts 

on the Proposal site with a direct offset, comprising Council owned land in the lot to the west of 

the Proposal site. The proposed offset site would provide a like-for-like or better offset as it 

supports similar biodiversity values as well as high conservation value EEC vegetation (Swamp 

Sclerophyll Forest).  

Noise 

Wilkinson Murray was engaged to undertake a noise assessment for the Proposal. Minor 

exceedances of construction noise management levels are predicted at the closest residential 

receiver from the WTS site, although no noise exceedances are predicted emanating from the 

Road site. Mitigation measures have been identified to minimise construction noise impacts. 

Operational noise emissions from the Proposal site would be expected to fully comply with the 

relevant Industrial Noise Policy (INP) derived project-specific noise levels at all identified 
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sensitive receivers. Full compliance is predicted for a worst case 15 minute period. No vibration 

impacts are anticipated at any nearby receivers. 

Air Quality 

Air impacts associated with operations at the Kew WTS comprise potential for dust and odour 

generation. Dust generated as a result of construction and operation would be expected to be 

negligible due to the predominant winds and distances to residential receivers. Odour can occur 

if greenwaste is not transported to a compost facility before decomposition starts to occur. If 

greenwaste is appropriately managed, and given the location and distance of the closest 

residential receivers, there is not considered to be a high potential of odour impacts.  

Traffic and Access 

The Proposal is expected to generate approximately 404 vehicles (including 44 heavy vehicles) 

per week under a worst case scenario during the operational phase, with construction vehicles 

expected to be fewer than the operational phase. The additional traffic resulting from the 

Proposal on Nancy Bird Walton Drive and Ocean Drive are not likely to be significant in 

comparison to current existing traffic. The additional traffic on Herons Creek Road would have 

minimal impact on the current network operations and the expected level of service (LoS) is 

likely to be LoS A. The Kew WTS has been designed to maximise internal traffic safety and 

minimise heavy vehicle trips to and from the Proposal site to the greatest extent possible. In 

addition mitigation measures, including extension of the 60 km/h speed limit to beyond the WTS 

site as well as determining an appropriate location for the WTS site access will ensure 

Approach Sight Distances and Safe intersection Sight Distances are exceeded. 

Indigenous Heritage 

J.P Collins Consultant Archaeologist Adise were engaged to undertake an Aboriginal Due 

Diligence Heritage Assessment for the Proposal. The assessment found no evidence to suggest 

that the Proposal site contains known Aboriginal objects or unmodified sites/places of 

traditional, historic or contemporary Aboriginal cultural heritage value. Nor is there any 

reasonable expectation that significant (if any) undetected Aboriginal objects will occur.  

Non-Indigenous Heritage 

There are no non-indigenous heritage items located within close proximity of the Proposal site, 

although four heritage items were recorded within a 2.5 km radius. Neither the construction nor 

operational phases of the Proposal are expected to impact on the heritage items identified. The 

level of disturbance of the Proposal site would mean that items of heritage significance are 

unlikely to be discovered during excavation works for development of the Proposal.  

Soil and Water 

Construction of the Proposal would require clearing of the majority of the WTS site, which has 

the potential to cause erosion and sedimentation. The Proposal site has been determined to 

pose a high potential erosion hazard. Disturbance of the old landfill site, located immediately to 

the north of the WTS site or soils contaminated with leachate migrating onto the WTS site 

during construction, has the potential to cause contamination of groundwater, stormwater and 

surface waters and presents a risk to construction workers.  

Surface water run-off patterns across the WTS site would be altered as a result of the Proposal. 

In addition the Proposal has the potential to have impacts on stormwater quality leaving the 

Proposal site through the introduction of contaminants. Mitigation and management measures 

to minimise these risks would be implemented, including the preparation of a Stormwater 

Management Plan (SWMP) and Contamination Management Sub-Plan. 

Bushfire 

The overall bushfire threat for the facility has been identified as ‘high’ due to the vegetation 

types on and surrounding the Proposal site, as well as the topography of the area. A Bushfire 
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Protection Assessment has been undertaken by Australian Bushfire Protection Planners to 

determine bushfire protection measures required for the construction of the Kew WTS. The 

assessment identified minimum widths of Defendable Space setbacks from unmanaged 

vegetation on the land surrounding the WTS required to the buildings; of 27 m to the west, 

southwest and south, and 21 m to the north and east.  

Waste Management 

The impacts of the Proposal include construction and operational impacts. Construction impacts 

relate to the waste streams which would be generated by the construction process. Operational 

impacts relate to the management of waste streams at the facility and compliance with 

government strategies and policies. The Kew WTS will provide an improved outcome for waste 

diversion from landfill, when compared with existing waste management at the Dunbogan 

Waste Landfill. 

Visual 

An assessment undertaken at key nearby viewing points concluded that the Kew WTS would be 

unlikely to be viewed from any sensitive residential receivers, with the exception of one View 

Point to the Road site, which would see comparative to existing views as a result of the road 

upgrade. One View Point, for northbound traffic on the Pacific Highway, has been assessed to 

experience a minor adverse visual impact as a result of the Proposal. With the exception of this 

View Point, the assessment considered that the hilly terrain and natural bushland restricted the 

view onto the Proposal site, and restricted the visual impacts of the proposed development on 

the surrounding area. Mitigation measures have been identified to minimise the visual impacts 

associated with the Proposal. 

Hazards and Risks 

The Proposal falls within the definition of or “potentially offensive industry” under the State 

Environmental Planning Policy 33 – Hazardous and Offensive Development (SEPP 33). 

However, the Proposal has been considered to have minimal potential for impacts to human 

and environmental health, particularly with the application of mitigation measures. 

Conclusion 

Issues raised by the local community and government authorities have been examined and 

addressed through this assessment. No significant environmental impacts have been identified 

during the preparation of the SEE. The environmental impacts identified are considered to be 

able to be ameliorated through the implementation of mitigation measures for the construction 

and operation of the Kew WTS, outlined within this report.  
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