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15 March 2018

Hon. Marlene Kairouz MP

Minister for Local Government
CIO Local Government Victoria
PO Box 500
Melbourne VIC 3002

Dear Minister Kairouz,

SUBJECT: SUBMISSION PROPOSED LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 20.8

I wish to thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the draft Local Government Act
Bill. Baw Baw Shire supports in principle the move toward an updated, transparent form of Local
Government to be administered via a new Local Government Act

A report was presented to Council at its meeting on 28 February 2018 whereby general support
for the draft bill was indicated by Council. Baw Baw Shire Council has also provided feedback to
Local Government sector member organisations on matters where we have queries or concerns
which have been included in their individual submissions

In this submission I wish to simply draw your attention to the following areas;

I) Local Law Making: although only a minor change, the requirement to have Council's
local laws certified by a legally qualified person will add time and cost to Councils. in
particular, for the many Councils who do not have in-house legal services this adds a
budget impost

2) Campaign Returns: the requirement for candidates to lodge returns within 21 days of
each campaign donation above $500 appears to be onerous and may detract from the
number and calibre of candidates. This will also create an administrative burden for the
Chief Municipal inspectors Office. An alternative could be for each candidate to submit
one final return at the end of the election campaign period

3) Conflict of Interest: the material conflict is easily understandable and satisfactory
However, the general conflict of interest is concerning. Our Council believes that the
descriptor is too broad and needs to be clearly defined and articulated. The concern
particularly in small rural areas where Councillors tend to be well known is that this
category of a 'general' conflict will lead to many claims against Councillors who are acting
with the best of intentions and goodwill and do not have a conflict of interest. The use of
the descriptor "where an impartial, fair-minded person", will put Councillors and Council
Officers in a potentially awkward position in determining the merit and intention of the
person making the conflict of interest claim

4) Regulations: Council is uncomfortable in the fact that Regulations will not be available
until after the Act comes into force. There is a level of discomfort in bringing in legislation
without knowing the proper mechanisms and supports that will guide its interpretation

in closing I again wish to acknowledge our Council's in-principle support for the proposed draft
Act and I wish you good luck with the passage of the Bill through Parliament

Yours Sincerely
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A1ison Leighton
Chief Executive Officer

Challenge the boundaries. be the differenc


