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A plan for the future

A commitment to animal welfare
Animal welfare is a high priority for the Victorian 
Government.  We have embarked on a number of  
animal welfare reforms, including the phasing out  
of puppy farms. 

The Draft Action Plan has been developed to build  
on this work.

Have your say
We want Victorians to help shape the future for animal 
welfare in Victoria. 

You can Have Your Say by providing feedback on the 
Draft Action Plan. The public consultation period is 
running until 11 October 2016. 

If you would like a copy of the Draft Action Plan, want 
further information or to share your views, please visit 
www.animalwelfarevic.economicdevelopment.vic.gov.au.  
 
Alternatively you can email  
animal.welfare@ecodev.vic.gov.au or call 136 186  
for further information. 

Animal welfare matters. It’s important to animals; 
and it’s important to the Victorian community, 
the Government, our animal industries and the 
Victorian economy.  

That’s why we are developing a five-year action plan  
— Improving the Welfare of Animals in Victoria.

The Action Plan will build on Victoria’s existing strong 
reputation for animal welfare and identify the future 
direction for animal welfare in this State.

Animal welfare is a shared responsibility and we can 
improve the welfare of animals in Victoria by using  
a collaborative approach.

A first for Victoria
The Action Plan will be the first of its kind for Victoria.  
It proposes priority actions for the next five years.

To facilitate discussion a Draft Action Plan has  
been developed and is now open for consultation.

Three action areas identified
The Draft Action Plan identifies three key priority  
areas to improve animal welfare in Victoria.

Action Area 1: To develop new, contemporary laws 
for animal welfare in consultation with Victorian 
stakeholders and the community. 

Action Area 2: Collaborative approaches underpin 
knowledge, commitment and investment in animal 
welfare. 

Action Area 3: Compliance and enforcement is efficient 
and effective.

Draft Action Plan timeline

September October November

Launch of Draft 
Action Plan

Public consultation  
Draft Action Plan

Key stakeholder consultation

2017 Final plan released
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Why does animal welfare matter?
We know animal welfare matters to Victorians, because 
98% of us rated protecting the welfare of animals as 
important or very important in recent market research.

Animals are able to perceive their environment, and 
experience sensations such as pain and suffering, or 
pleasure and comfort. 

Our societal expectations of how animals are cared  
for are increasing and we need to ensure our laws  
and activities reflect these expectations.

What is sentience?
Sentience means the capacity to have feelings, including 
pain and pleasure and implies a level of conscious 
awareness and cognisance. 

A sentient animal will have the ability to receive internal 
sensation and information from its environment, and 
then interpret this as an emotion.  

Why does Victoria need an action 
plan for animal welfare?
Animal welfare is a shared responsibility. We need to  
be clear about what outcomes we are seeking and work 
together to achieve them.

This Draft Action Plan is a plan for the State. It is 
intended to be a collaboration amongst state and  
local government, animal industries, organisations  
and the community to improve animal welfare in  
Victoria. It will also assist in coordinating action to  
deliver agreed outcomes. 

What is the Action Plan trying  
to achieve? 
The Action Plan will provide direction to guide decision-
making, action and collaboration over the next five years 
for improving the welfare of animals in Victoria.

The aim is to focus on our shared responsibility for 
the welfare of animals in Victoria using a collaborative 
approach between state and local government, animal 
industries, stakeholder groups and the community. 

Why three action areas?
The Draft Action Plan aims to achieve change in three 
distinct ways, including legislative reform, collaborative 
approaches to welfare, and efficient and effective 
compliance and enforcement.

Legislative reform will be achieved by reviewing Victoria’s 
principal legislation relating to animal welfare — the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986. Stakeholders 
and the community will be consulted in the development 
of the proposed new legislation. 

The promotion and support of good practices will  
be achieved through collaboration and partnerships 
between stakeholders, thereby promoting a shared 
responsibility for animal welfare.

Improvement in compliance and enforcement is 
important. The Government will engage with stakeholders 
and the community to ensure responsibilities for animal 
welfare compliance and enforcement are clear; effective 
compliance strategies are in place; and animal welfare 
complaints are addressed effectively.

At this stage the Action Plan is a draft. It is being 
released to enable the community to provide feedback, 
which is a vital step in its development. 


