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GROWTH CHALLENGES, FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES AND KEY CONCEPTS

Plan Melbourne is being revised to 
ensure it is a strategy for our long 
term growth and development.

Plan Melbourne 2016 will aim to better 
explain the opportunities, challenges 
and tensions for the city’s future. 

MELBOURNE’S GROWTH CHALLENGES

Melbourne is facing many challenges which create significant 
planning implications. Melbourne’s population is expected to 
almost double from 4.4 million to 7.7 million by 2051 meaning 
more housing will need to be built, more jobs will need to be 
created and more trips will be taken on our transport system. 
Growing and emerging pressures include a widening gap 
between social and economic futures, an ageing population, 
a changing climate, expensive housing, a changing economy 
and the demands of providing infrastructure across a greater 
area to more people. The discussion paper includes an option 
to better define the key opportunities and challenges for 
developing Melbourne. 
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OPTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

A clear and enduring strategy 

A metropolitan strategy should establish the overall metropolitan 
structure and identify city-shaping infrastructure to provide the 
framework for more localised planning. This directs the focus 
of a metropolitan strategy to high-level issues that include 
the footprint of urban development, city-shaping transport 
infrastructure, identifying strategic development opportunities 
and locations for employment and activity centres.  The Plan 
Melbourne refresh includes an option to revise the existing 
strategy document to improve clarity, reduce repetition and to 
ensure it articulates an enduring strategy with a long term focus 
and rolling implementation plan. 

Containing urban growth

Retaining the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) and making it 
permanent has bipartisan support. The importance of the UGB 
in managing Melbourne’s growth will be reaffirmed and the 
option to ‘lock down’ the urban growth boundary is outlined in 
the discussion paper. This will provide greater certainty and help 
create a more compact, contained and sustainable Melbourne.

Protecting key values in green wedges 
and peri‑urban areas 

There is general agreement about the important values and 
features of Melbourne’s green wedges and peri-urban areas 
and the need to carefully plan for them in a more coordinated 
way. The UGB and green wedges were established to better 
protect and manage these urban areas from outward expansion 
and to provide certainty for decision-makers, investors and 
the community.

The discussion paper includes an option to update Plan 
Melbourne to more clearly reflect the value and importance of 
these areas to be protected and safeguarded and reflect current 
government initiatives.

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

Melbourne could be among the first cities in the world to 
reference and align with the new United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals in its metropolitan planning strategy.

The goals relate to the three pillars of sustainable development 
that include economic prosperity, social inclusion and 
environmental sustainability which will help to maintain 
Melbourne’s liveability. This could place us at the forefront of an 
international effort to embed sustainability goals in planning. 

UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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PEOPLE

Melbourne’s population 
is expected to increase 
from 4.4 million to 
7.7 million by 2051

 
HOMES

There is expected to 
be an extra 1.5 million 
homes by 2051

 
JOBS

By 2031 there is 
expected to be another 
1.7 million jobs

 
TRIPS

7 million extra road, 
public transport, cycling 
and pedestrian trips 
per day on Melbourne’s 
transport network by 2040

EXTREME 
WEATHER DAYS

13 days per year 
over 35ºC by 2030

+1.5m +1.7m 13+7m
per day

THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR MELBOURNE

Melbourne is facing many challenges with significant planning implications including:

+3.3m

Economic prosperity

Social inclusion

Environmental sustainability



2050 concept map for Melbourne

The discussion paper includes the option to remove the concept of 
an Integrated Economic Triangle and replace it with a 2050 concept 
map for Melbourne that reflects the key spatial features of the city’s 
structure. The concept map could be based around the Expanded 
Central City, National Employment Clusters, Metropolitan Activity 
Centres, State-Significant Industrial Precincts, Transport Gateways, 
Health and Education Precincts and Urban Renewal Precincts.

Key concepts

As part of the refresh it is intended to better articulate key 
concepts and principles of Plan Melbourne 2014.  These include, 
housing, climate change, people, place and identity, and 
partnership with local government. 

20 minute neighbourhood 

There is widespread support for the 20-minute neighbourhood 
concept. The concept will remain a strategic principle in Plan 
Melbourne 2016. There has been some confusion about the 
key features of 20-minute neighbourhoods and how best to 
implement the concept in the planning system.

More clarity and certainty in explaining the concepts of a 
polycentric city and 20-minute neighbourhoods will give better 
guidance about where growth is to occur in Melbourne and 
support better implementation. 

A POLYCENTRIC CITY

Supporting the development of a polycentric city 

The polycentric city offers many benefits over a city designed in 
a way that depends strongly on a central area. Melbourne being 
a city which covers a large area means people must travel further 
to meet their needs, which results in increased pressure on the 
transport network.

Plan Melbourne 2014 supports the idea of a polycentric city but 
the definition and policy implications are not always clear. An 
option in the discussion paper is to update Plan Melbourne to 
clearly communicate the supporting rationale and planning and 
development principles of a polycentric city.
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GET INVOLVED IN 
PLAN MELBOURNE REFRESH

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

What key opportunities and challenges for developing 
Melbourne should we consider?

Should Plan Melbourne 2016 reference the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals?

Do you agree that there should be a permanent urban 
growth boundary based on the existing boundary?

How can Plan Melbourne 2016 better articulate the values 
of green wedges and peri-urban areas?

What elements should be included in a 2050 concept map 
for Melbourne?

Do the proposed definitions of a polycentric city (ie. a city 
with many centres) with 20-minute neighbourhoods (ie. 
the ability to meet your everyday, non-work needs locally, 
primarily within a 20-minute walk) adequately clarify 
these concepts?

Do you have any comments in relation to housing, climate 
change, people, place and identity, and partnership with 
local governments as key concepts?
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