
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the community for continuing to work with us, 

sharing local information and allowing us access to properties to carry out investigation works. 

 
inlandrail.com.au 1800 732 761 

 

The NSW/QLD Border to Gowrie (B2G) team are continuing 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) data gathering through 

ongoing field studies and site investigations. Aquatic ecological 

surveys, surface water sampling and groundwater monitoring 

will continue in May and June. 

These activities are to inform the development of the design 

and EIS for the B2G project. These investigations will 

continue until late 2019 and occur within the study area 

(including on public land). Investigations on private property 

will be arranged on a voluntary basis with individual 

landowners. All investigations are weather permitting.   

GOWRIE / CHARLTON / WELLCAMP 

Activity: aquatic ecology, groundwater monitoring, 
geotechnical investigations, surface water sampling and 
targeted fish surveys.   

Contractor: Golder, Aurecon, AECOM, ARTC 

Impacts: nil 

ATHOL / SOUTHBROOK / PITTSWORTH 

Activity: aquatic ecology, groundwater monitoring, 
geotechnical investigations, surface water sampling and 
targeted fish surveys.   

Contractor: Golder, Aurecon, AECOM, ARTC 

Impacts: nil 

BROOKSTEAD / PAMPAS / YANDILLA 

Activity: aquatic ecology, groundwater monitoring, 
geotechnical investigations, surface water sampling and 
targeted fish surveys.   

Contractor: Golder, Aurecon, AECOM, ARTC 

Impacts: nil 

MILLMERRAN / MILLWOOD / INGLEWOOD 

Activity: aquatic ecology, geotechnical investigations, 
groundwater monitoring, surface water sampling and targeted 
fish surveys.   

Contractor: Golder, Aurecon, AECOM, ARTC 

Impacts: nil 

WHETSTONE / YELARBON / KURUMBUL 

Activity: aquatic ecology, geotechnical investigations, 
groundwater monitoring, surface water sampling and targeted 
fish surveys.   

Contractor: Golder, Aurecon, AECOM, ARTC 

Impacts: nil 

WHAT TO EXPECT 

 increase in white wooden pegs used to mark out 

investigation sites 

 increase in vehicle and machinery movements in the 

study area and on local roads 

 machinery left at investigation sites overnight 

 consultants completing ‘walkovers’ on private and public 

land. 

Investigations will be undertaken between 6.30am and 

6.30pm, Monday to Sunday, weather permitting. 

 
 

FIELD STUDIES AND SITE INVESTIGATIONS May/June 2019 
 

NSW/QLD BORDER TO 
GOWRIE (B2G) PROJECT 



 

 

1800 732 761 

inlandrailQLD@artc.com.au 

ARTC Inland Rail, GPO Box 2462, Queen Street, Brisbane Qld 4000 

Visit us at  
65-67 Neil Street, Toowoomba Qld 4350   
inlandrail.com.au/B2G 

CULTURAL HERITAGE SURVEYS 

Over the coming months, we will be approaching landowners 

for voluntary land access to complete cultural heritage 

surveys required as part of the EIS.  

Cultural heritage surveys are undertaken to understand the 

extent to which cultural heritage sites or objects on the 

proposed rail network may be impacted by planned works, 

and how any impacts can be managed. 

Cultural heritage surveys involve walking over the proposed 

area of development to identify cultural heritage sites and 

objects. In some locations, archaeological investigations 

(also known as test pits) may be undertaken to gain a better 

understanding of Aboriginal artefacts located beneath the 

ground surface. Archaeological investigations are generally 

only undertaken in areas of higher cultural heritage sensitivity 

or potential. Other heritage surveys may be undertaken on 

private land to assess the presence or potential for non-

Indigenous cultural heritage. 

 

Above: Deano, one of the Western Wakka Wakka traditional owners 

working with Inland Rail to identify items and landmarks of cultural 

significance in Withcott, near Toowoomba. 

WATER QUALITY SAMPLING 

 

Water quality surveys measure or identify trends in water 

quality and turbidity (transparency of the water) levels in 

streams, creeks and rivers. Sampling is usually done by 

hand, ideally capturing data both prior to and after rainfall 

events up and down the water course. Samples are sent to 

laboratories for analysis. This information also helps to inform 

the aquatic ecology survey results. Water sampling usually 

requires a team of two in the field for a half day to a full day, 

depending on the number of sampling sites. 

AQUATIC ECOLOGY SURVEYS 

 

These water-based studies identify existing aquatic life in 

streams, creeks and rivers. It usually involves a team of two 

aquatic ecologists traversing a property during periods of 

flowing water. While methods and approaches can vary, 

aquatic surveys are generally undertaken for up to five 

consecutive days, for up to 12 hours a day.  

The aquatic ecology field team will use nets to capture 

aquatic species for investigation and recording. The species 

will be released after examination. The aquatic ecology field 

team may also undertake electro-fishing which is a common 

scientific survey method used to sample fish populations to 

determine abundance, density, and species composition.  

Boat based electro-fishing operations can only be used in 

creeks and streams where there are sufficient flows, water 

depth and suitable access to launch a boat. Alternatively, low 

flow areas, difficult to access sites and pooled areas can be 

sampled using portable “backpack” based units. 

If you would like more information about ARTC Inland Rail’s 

environmental field studies, please visit inlandrail.artc.com.au/B2G  

https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/B2G
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