Now consulting...
Your views on flood protection
and drainage management

Otepuni Stream in flood alongside Otepuni Avenue in Invercargill.

Environment Southland maintains flood protection and control schemes to protect
property, lives and livelihoods. This includes flood banks, detention dams,
bridges, culverts and tide gate structures which all assist in controlling flooding.

M

ost declared Civil Defence emergencies in Southland come as a result of flooding. Improvements in flood protection
schemes like flood banks have reduced the frequency of damaging floods. To protect these assets, a bylaw is needed to
manage and protect the effective operation and integrity of the flood control works.

Maintaining and improving flood protection infrastructure is an important part of Environment Southland’s work. Through our
comprehensive annual maintenance programme, we look after Southland’s 458 kilometres of flood banks.
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Purpose of the proposed bylaw

E

nvironment Southland has
prepared a replacement bylaw
to enable council to continue
to control the use of land near the
flood control works and now is your
opportunity to have your say.

The purpose of the bylaw is to manage,
regulate and protect the effective
operation and integrity of flood control
works owned by, or under the control
of the Southland Regional Council
(Environment Southland).

The bylaw will essentially restrict the
types of activities that can happen in
a floodway or near flood banks, such
as construction. It would only control
activities that may affect the integrity or
operation of the flood control works.

The Waihopai River and its flood banks, with the detention dam in the foreground.

Summary of proposed changes

T

he proposed bylaw modifies
and enhances the 2010 bylaw by
simplifying wording to ensure
that it is clear, concise and consistent
and includes maps to identify the flood
control works owned or controlled by
Environment Southland. A summary of
these changes includes:





further definitions to clarify which
flood control works the bylaw
applies too



inclusion of maps identifying the
areas of flood control works, the
drainage network and floodways



amendments to the activities that
require Environment Southland
approval, to clarify and expand on
the provisions contained in the 2010
bylaw



the inclusion of more detail around
the bylaw authority process
including:

additional compliance and
enforcement provisions, to give
Environment Southland the ability
to revoke an authority, give a notice
to remedy any contravention of
the bylaw, remove any works in
contravention of any authority or
the bylaw

•

•

placing an onus on Environment
Southland to provide reasons for
any refusal to grant an authority
under the bylaw

•

further provisions to ensure
that flood control works that
are situated on private land
are kept to a standard to allow
Council unimpeded access for
maintenance and inspection
purposes

•

provision for an objections
process

an assessment criteria

We encourage you to review the proposed bylaw on our website – www.es.govt.nz

Have your say

S

ubmissions are now invited on the proposed Southland Flood
Protection and Drainage Management Bylaw 2019. Any person or
organisation can make a submission on the proposal.

A submission form, copy of the bylaw and the statement of proposal are
available from: Environment Southland, cnr North Road & Price Street,
Waikiwi, Invercargill; www.es.govt.nz; service@es.govt.nz or by phoning
0800 76 88 45.
Please ensure that if you wish to speak to your submission at the hearing, you
indicate this in your written submission. A panel will hear submissions on the
proposal around March 2020. Submitters who give notice in their submission
of their wish to be heard will be advised of the date and location of the
hearing.

Submissions can be made
in a number of ways:
www.es.govt.nz
service@es.govt.nz
Environment Southland
Private Bag 90116
Invercargill 9840
Environment Southland
Cnr North Road & Price St
Waikiwi, Invercargill

Submissions close on Friday 8 November.

Flood banks alongside the Otautau Stream.
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