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Ongoing Delivery of Australian 
Longitudinal Studies 

2017 Budget 

The Australian Government is investing 
$40.892 million over the four years 2017-18 
to 2020-21 to support the ongoing delivery 
of four nationally significant longitudinal 
studies.  

What was announced in  
the 2017 Budget? 
This Budget measure enables the ongoing 
delivery of four nationally-important longitudinal 
studies in future years.  

The four studies are:  

• The Household, Income and Labour 
Dynamics in Australia (HILDA) Survey  

• Growing Up in Australia: The Longitudinal 
Study of Australian Children (LSAC) 

• Footprints in Time: The Longitudinal Study 
of Indigenous Children (LSIC)  

• Building a New Life in Australia (BNLA): 
The Longitudinal Study of Humanitarian 
Migrants. 

These longitudinal studies collect valuable 
information from the same individuals over time, 
so that Government can understand the drivers of 
particular outcomes for individuals, families and 
communities. The longitudinal nature of the 
studies means that the value of the data 
continues to increase each year.  

 
 

The longest-running of these studies, the HILDA 
Survey, was established in 2001 and its findings 
continue to inform critical areas of public policy 
such as the Reserve Bank’s Australian monetary 
policy. 

The most recent study, BNLA, commenced in 
2013 and the initial findings are already proving 
valuable in understanding humanitarian migrants’ 
settlement experiences in Australia. 

The funding will maintain the operation of the 
studies and preserve the invaluable evidence that 
already exists within each of them.  

The funding also ensures the ongoing 
sustainability of these critical studies and will 
enable greater value to be realised from previous 
investments, for example through linking the 
studies’ data with administrative data sets, such 
as taxation and welfare payment data. 

The continuation of these studies will inform 
policies, programs and services designed to 
improve Australians’ wellbeing over the course of 
their lives. 
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The studies 
The Household, Income and Labour Dynamics in 
Australia (HILDA) Survey has collected 
information annually from more than 9,000 
households since 2001, and provides insights into 
Australians’ economic and general wellbeing, the 
labour market, and family dynamics.  

Growing Up in Australia: The Longitudinal Study 
of Australian Children (LSAC) started in 2004 with 
over 10,000 families participating. LSAC explores 
the contribution to children’s lives of family, social, 
economic and cultural environments.  

Footprints in Time: The Longitudinal Study of 
Indigenous Children (LSIC) is one of the largest 
studies worldwide following Indigenous children 
and their carers over time. Almost 1,700 families 
from remote, regional and urban Australia 
participated in the first LSIC survey in 2008.  

Building a New Life in Australia: The Longitudinal 
Study of Humanitarian Migrants (BNLA) aims to 
identify the factors which contribute to the 
successful settlement of humanitarian migrants in 
Australia. BNLA began in 2013 with a group of 
2,400 refugees.  

The National Centre for 
Longitudinal Data (NCLD) 
The National Centre for Longitudinal Data (NCLD) 
within the Department of Social Services (DSS) 
was established in 2014 to advance a longitudinal 
evidence base able to inform policies to improve 
the wellbeing of Australians throughout their lives. 

To achieve this goal the NCLD supports the 
development and use of longitudinal data through 
its longitudinal studies and through collaboration 
with longitudinal study developers, researchers 
and policy makers.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Key facts 
• Longitudinal studies are unique in that they 

operate for years or decades and collect 
information from the same individuals or 
households over that time. This enables 
them to reveal the persistence and causes 
of many factors impacting Australians’ 
lives. 

• The HILDA Survey was commenced under 
the Howard Government, starting in 2001.  
Collectively, the four studies represent a 
cumulative investment of more than $250 
million in the collection of long-term, high 
quality information over that time. 

• The Australian Longitudinal Studies are 
significant studies by world standards, and 
are utilised by Australian and international 
scholars.  

• The McClure Review, A New System for 
Better Employment and Social Outcomes, 
and the Productivity Commission Data 
Availability and Use Draft Report both 
highlighted the value and importance of 
longitudinal studies in supporting 
evidence-based policies, programs and 
services. 

• Examples of policies of national 
significance informed by DSS’s 
longitudinal studies include the Reserve 
Bank’s Australian monetary policy, 
Treasury’s micro-simulation models and 
DSS’s Priority Investment Approach to 
Welfare and National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS). 

• The measure supports the continued 
funding of these nationally valuable assets 
at a sustainable level. 

 

For more information about this measure and 
other Department of Social Services’ Budget 
measures, visit the Department of Social Services 
website (dss.gov.au).  

For information about the 2017 Budget, visit the 
Australian Government budget website 
(budget.gov.au). 

http://www.dss.gov.au/
http://www.dss.gov.au/
http://www.budget.gov.au/
http://www.budget.gov.au/
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