
Facts published by  | Mackay Regional Council | © 2018 

Council has been working with 
State Government to develop a 
plan to better protect your beach 
from erosion and storm tides 
during extreme weather.  

The restoration 
works

A 3.6-metre high buried seawall 
made from 2000 geo-textile sand 
containers will be built along 
the section of foreshore where 
the worst erosion has occurred 
and where it is most vulnerable 
to future erosion.  Each sand 
container holds 2.5m3 of sand 
and weighs four tonnes.

As the aerial image shows, the 
geo-bag wall will extend north 
from the end of Bundesen Avenue.  
This is the length approved by 
the State Government under the 
Natural Disaster Relief and 
Recovery Arrangements which is 
funded 50/50 by the State and 
Commonwealth Governments.  

The wall will initially be buried 
with excavated material, then 
later by the beach nourishment 
works which are funded by the 
State Government.

The beach nourishment will be 
undertaken over the full residential 
900-metre shoreline.  

Midge Point beach 
restoration works

26,000m3 of sand will be imported 
to restore and raise the frontal 
dune to a higher and uniform 
height. 

While it will move and erode over 
time, the sand will provide more 
protection from erosion and storm 
tides as it absorbs and spreads 
the waves’ energy in a storm. 

Extra protection will also be given 
to the dunes by revegetating with 
suitable plants.  

As the plants catch the wind-blown 
sand it will rebuild the dunes 
between storm events and keep 
the sand on the beach for as long 
as possible.

Timings for the works

Construction for the geobag is 
planned to start in late September 
and the beach nourishment in 
mid-October 2018. The works will 
take several months. You will 
receive updates as the construction 
phase progresses. 

Where it’s worked 
well

The seawall Livingstone Shire 
Council built at Zilzie provides a 
good example of a buried geo-
bag wall. 

The wall is of a similar cross-
section design to the one for 
Midge Point, and has been buried  
and revegetated. 

You can see that vegetation is 
trapping and stabilising sand at 
the toe of the wall, increasing the 
dune level and boosting natural 
rebuilding and recovery processes.

An aerial image (April 2018) indicating 
the seawall (purple line) and the beach 
nourishment  (orange highlight)
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Midge Point beach restoration works

Have a question?  
Please get in touchwith Peter Bratt on 
1300 MACKAY (622 529)

For more information visit connectingmackay.com.au

A cross-section of the geo-bag wall

A buried geo-bag at Zilzie

Geo-textile base 
Geo-textile bags 

Wall buried post-construction 

Major beach nourishment 




