
ADELAIDE CITY’S
CREATIvE FUTURE

WHAT DO AREAs THAT HAvE A 
gROWiNg cREATivE iNDusTRy 
lOOK liKE iN THE fuTuRE? 
imAgiNE THE sTREET scENE...

challenging and exciting 
Adelaide rocks. the young 
guns come home to a vibrant, 
creative city bursting with 
opportunities and life. 

Adelaide is world-renowned for 
its innovation, experimentation 
and lively dissent. 

the city embraces batches of 
the young, the smart and the 
ambitious from all over the 
world into its new or thriving 
business ventures. designers, 
architects and innovators are 
attracted to live, work and play. 

EVERYONE IS DOING IT:  
WHY NOT START UP?
the city, designed for all, thrums 
with life. Public art creates 
texture, variety and beauty in 
the Park lands, on building 
façades, along the footpaths 
and in surprising niches.

SOMEWHERE FOR EVERYONE.
theatres, galleries, shops, cafes 
and pubs line Gouger, rundle 
and Hindley streets. rooftops 
and shoptop apartments, 
cinemas, bars and restaurants 
overlook the city, which sings 
with bands, buskers and 
street vendors.

the Mall, Melbourne, o’connell 
and rundle streets play another 
tune with their high-class retail, 
independent labels, and great 
living/working accommodation. 

software companies, digital 
start-ups,	media	and	film	
companies, artists, writers 
and painters occupy funky 
renovated heritage buildings 
and shoptop studios. these 
creative hubs feed the local 
cafes and support industries: 
printers, designers, suppliers. 

ADELAIDE IS A GREAT PLACE TO 
LIVE, WORk AND TAkE ON THE 
WORLD. 
buses, trams, trains and 
bikes feed the walkable city. 
With its tree-lined avenues 
and balanced work-life style, 

Have your say 
Visit 

PictureAdelaide.com.au 
or find out how you 

can get involved 
on page 40
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living in Adelaide just makes 
sense.bentham, chesser and 
leigh streets buzz with intimate 
spaces for fast talking and 
great food well into the night 
and again the next morning. 
central Market, the queen 
of Gouger street with its 
generous gourmet offerings for 
all palates, links to Hutt and 
Waymouth to support Adelaide’s 
fame as the fresh food capital.

festival fever punctuates the 
year with music, theatre, dance 
and art: Writers’ Week, the 
festival of ideas, the fringe 
and the festival of Arts. Hotels, 
cafes, restaurants and pubs 
burst with life. the city is a 
loud guitar or a mellow cello, 
changing across the seasons. 

the city punches ‘culturally’ 
well above its weight. 

1.  Modern apartments 
and cool heritage 
conversions sit above cafes 
and quirky shops.

2.  start-up businesses take 
advantage	of	smaller	office	
spaces in small, funky 
laneway locations. 

3.  it’s easy and fun to cycle 
door-to-door, with plenty of 
places to park your bike.

4.  the city’s lanes and small 
spaces are great places to 
walk and explore.

5.  exciting art lights up the sky 
and decorates laneway walls.

6.  rooftop bars give a lively 
atmosphere and buzz to the 
streets day and night: hidden 
venues with surprise views 
across the city.

7.  impromptu buskers and 
bands add life and music 
to the streets.

8.  Hole-in-the-wall cafes and tiny 
gourmet restaurants serve 
the	finest	SA	produce.

'On the rooftops are cinemas, bars 
and restaurants overlooking the 
city and beyond...'
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More use of city 
rooftops: bars and 
outdoor cinemas. 
Could have a 
rooftop festival!
PicTuRE ADElAiDE fEEDbAcK 
DRAgON, viA WEb

Commission 
opera singers to 
randomly appear... 
sing... and leave. Just 
a couple of songs
PicTuRE ADElAiDE fEEDbAcK 
HANsENT, viA POsTcARD

city of AdelAide | one city. many futures Background Paper | 31



ADELAIDE CITY’S 
CREATIvE FUTURE

1. Main streets: More 
people enjoying the 
diversity of shops, people, 
culture and buildings

2. the West end: Where 
day meets night, and 
night meets day. A place 
for students, artists, 
writers and performers

3. riverside: A place for 
more people to enjoy 
performances and events, 
for sport and for tourists

4. laneways: More people 
exploring our laneways 
and using them to cross 
the city will support 
small businesses, shops 
and cafes and will add 
to their safety

Is this your idea of 
Adelaide Creative 

Future?

Have we got the 
locations right? 

Have your say 
Visit 

PictureAdelaide.com.au 
or find out how you 

can get involved 
on page 40

What sort of 
Creative Future 
locations does this show?
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cREATiviTy iN ADElAiDE
creativity is not something 
that’s easily measured. it 
includes performances and 
exhibitions but it’s much more: 
a creative city embraces new 
ideas, it’s the atmosphere, the 
energy, something experienced 
through sight and sound, 
through challenging the senses. 
it’s about those fantastic and 
unexpected experiences that 
can happen across a city.

Many of the nearly 3000 ideas 
submitted through Picture 
Adelaide were about life and 
character in the city, about 
creating those elements that 
are exciting and alive – and this 
is what we mean when we talk 
about the creative future. 

you told us about: developing 
a strong sub culture; about 
rooftop cinemas and bars; 
activated laneways; more 
sculptures; murals and street 
art; more events and festivals 
for all ages; a renewed rundle 
Mall and riverbank; theme 
parks; more markets, shops and 
cafes; roller skating; arts/design 
centre; outdoor amphitheatres; 
safe public spaces and more.

the city is already home to 
a very successful creative 
scene. Adelaide is the state’s 
hub of art, culture and events. 

the city is home to the Art 
Gallery of south Australia, the 
south Australian Museum, 
state library, tandanya, the 
festival centre and numerous 
theatres and galleries.

the city is the state’s 
major event centre, hosting 
approximately 650 events 
each year in the Park lands 
alone. five of the most 
attended events in the state 
take place in the city: Adelaide 
fringe (Australia’s biggest arts 
festival); Adelaide festival 
(inc. Writers‘ Week, Australia’s 
most-renowned literary festival); 
tour down Under; christmas 
Pageant; and clipsal 500. 

Attractions like this make 
Adelaide a popular tourism 
destination in the state. for 
the Greater Adelaide region, 
Adelaide receives 62% of 
domestic stays, 72% of 
international stays, and 43% of 
all day visits. 

the city also has the top 
three attractions in the state: 
Adelaide central Market 
(the most popular with 
eight million visits per year); 
the state library; and the 
botanic Gardens.

it’s the home of arts learning, 
with universities and training 

institutions, numerous galleries, 
and venues such as theatres 
and even bars and streets 
providing a space for emerging 
artists to explore their talents. 

the city is also at the centre of 
innovation and creative thought 
with the many universities 
and institutions providing 
an opportunity for learning 
and open discussion about 
progressing	significant	issues	
and knowledge divides.

so can we do more? How can 
we foster the true creativity 
that the public is looking for, 
and where should that happen 
around the city?

WHy cREATiviTy is 
gOOD fOR THE ciTy
•	 it’s what the public wants – 

many of the ideas provided 
through Picture Adelaide 
focused on creating more 
excitement, more art, and more 
surprise in the city.

•	Having more events in the city 
means more people spending 
time and money in the city and 
supporting local businesses.

•	A growing arts sector supports 
the development of artists and 
the arts sector.

•	A vibrant city provides 
activities for people who 
live in the city, workers who 
stay after work and a place 

people want to visit.
•	Art and culture provide a way 

to share and bring together 
experiences of people of all 
ages, cultures and means. 

cHAllENgEs TO PlAN fOR
developing creativity brings its 
own issues. 
 
using creativity as an 
attractor for tourism. in 2009, 
Adelaide’s share of capital city 
tourism was 9.2%. How can we 
use and develop our creative 
strengths to attract more 
people to visit the city? 
making the city feel safer; 
96% of city users feel safe 
in the city by day but only 
about 65% feel safe at night. 
With more happening at night 
in our creative future, how 
can we ensure people feel 
safe in the city? 
How can the city maintain and 
improve its events profile? 
competition to host major 
events	is	fierce,	both	nationally	
and internationally.  
managing events in the Park 
lands to minimise the needs for 
remediation following events. 
balancing night time activity 
areas with residential areas 
to ensure that the city is both 
exciting and liveable.

A CITY THAT EXCITES: 
bENEFITS AND CHALLENgES 
OF A CREATIvE FUTURE
Creativity means more excitement in the city, more 
happening in laneways and streets. What does 
Adelaide already do well, and what can we do better? 

‘Creativity is not 
something that’s 

easily measured....it’s 
about fantastic and 

unexpected experiences’
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