
Proposed changes to OHS legislation 

Part 3.3 Prevention of falls 

It is proposed to add a note to clarify that legislative obligations still apply to risk of falls below 
two metres. The regulation should more closely align with the National Regulations and Codes. 
The purpose of the review is to do just that.  

The National Regulations scope should be applied; “where there is a risk of a fall by a person 
from one level to another that is reasonably likely to cause injury”.   

Falls from heights represent one of the construction industry’s leading causes of death and 
serious injury. According to the Safe Work Australia report, October 2013 “Work-Related 
injuries and fatalities involving a fall from height, Australia; falls of less than 2 metres account 
for 31% of all fall related fatalities.  

It is a common conception in the industry that the fall regulations only apply where there is a 
risk of fall greater than two metres. Using the National definition would clarify and strengthen 
the regulation more so than by adding a note with regard to legal obligations. 

 

Part 3.6 High Risk Work Schedule 3- Part 2 – Licence classes for crane, hoist and forklift truck 
operation 

Item 14 

It is proposed to broaden the scope of this licence class to allow the operator to estimate & 
sling loads without holding the dogging classification of high risk work licence. These types of 
cranes offer their own unique risks and in the case of bridge and gantry cranes often lift very 
large loads especially in our panel yards. 

The unit of competency applicable to bridge and gantry cranes, (Licence to operate bridge & 
gantry cranes TLILIC3003) does cover load estimation but does not cover the application of 
slinging techniques. This amendment would allow workers to sling loads who may not have 
received adequate training and assessment. The only reason given for this amendment id to 
reduce regulatory burden and see that as an inadequate reason to reduce safety standards. 

Item 15 

Same as above for item 14. 


