
Draft ACT Climate Change Adaptation Strategy
Living with a Warming Climate 

1

What is our approach to adaptation? 

The Draft ACT Climate Change Adaptation Strategy was informed by a 
review of the potential impacts and risks of climate change in the ACT. 
It was developed in collaboration with experts and stakeholders. 

The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy will:
•	  reduce our vulnerability	to	the	impacts	of	extreme	weather	
events	by	enabling	households,	businesses	and	government	to	
assess	climate	risks	and	be	prepared	for	extreme	weather	events

•	  increase our resilience	by	putting	in	place	policies,	programs		
and	practices	so	we	are	able	to	overcome	climate	change	shocks	
and	stressors.

Why we need an  
Adaptation Strategy

Our climate is already changing, impacting health, 
property, infrastructure and businesses across Australia. 
In Canberra and the surrounding region climate change 
is resulting in longer drier summers and more frequent 
storms. This is increasing the threat from bushfires, 
heatwaves and violent storms to lives, property, 
economic activity and the environment.  To help our 
city and region, the ACT Government is preparing the 
Climate Change Adaptation Strategy:  
Living With a Warming Climate (the Adaptation 
Strategy). The Government is seeking community 
feedback on the draft strategy.
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22 priority adaptation actions

This strategy contains 22 actions to help our community adapt to current and future 
climate change challenges which are expected to include an increase in extreme  
weather events, more very hot days and changes in rainfall patterns.

  Actions by end 2016 

1. Bushfire prone areas
Make changes to regulatory settings to:
a. Recognise Canberra’s expanded bushfire prone area.

b. Introduce higher Bushfire Attack Level standards for new buildings 
and major extensions.

2. Reducing impacts from the warming climate
Increase awareness of climate risks and what we all can do in our daily 
lives by expanding existing:
a. Emergency Services Agency outreach to households in the Bushfire 

Prone Area.

b. Actsmart programs to households in the Bushfire Prone Area.

Actions by end 2017

3. Climate risk assessments
Update or undertake new assessments of climate risks and hazards with 
upgrade proposals for:
a. ACT Government owned and leased buildings. 

b. ACT owned utility and services infrastructure and essential services 
delivery.

4. Climate impact and planning
Introduce requirements to planning for new estates and urban renewal 
in the Territory Plan and Sub-Division guidelines and design standards to 
ensure climate change adaptation considerations in planning discussions.

5. Framework for Flood Management 
The revision of the framework is completed and being implemented.

6. Strategic Bushfire Capability Framework 
Complete the capability framework under the Strategic Bushfire 
Management Plan.

7. Sustainable procurement
Introduce mandatory minimum sustainability requirements to ACT 
Government capital works and asset upgrade projects to ensure assets 
and services will be ‘climate wise’ and carbon neutral by 2020.

8. Landscape conservation
Support key landholders and managers to collaboratively identify, protect 
and strengthen:
a.  Potential climate wildlife refuges (biodiversity refugia) across the 

landscape of the region.
b. Adaptive capacity of ecosystems (wildlife communities) in our bioregion.

9. Caring for land and water
Implement:
a.  Education of land managers about climate impacts and adaptation 

actions.
b.  More effective control of pest animals and plants that may become 

more critical under climate change.
c.  Measuring and monitoring of climate impacts on ecosystems in our 

bioregion.

Actions by end 2020

10. Climate wise buildings
Introduce ACT region specific ‘climate wise’ guides for buildings and 
estate planning.

11. Regional collaboration
Work with the region to:
a. Improve awareness of climate change impacts to build resilience and 

adaptive capacity.
b. Improve awareness of climate-suitable practices for agriculture.

Outcome 1: Territory-wide resilience
A focus on people and community resilience through ramping up actions that address risk and vulnerability,  

health and wellbeing, and disaster and emergency preparedness. 
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Outcome 2: A city for all seasons
A focus on place and increasing Canberra’s sustainability 
through renewed investment in ‘living infrastructure’ 
and new requirements for ‘climate-wise’ buildings and 
landscapes. 
Actions by end 2017
12. City resilience
To increase sustainability in adapting to climate change:
a. Review design standards for public infrastructure to ensure  

climate change adaptation is considered.

b. Invest in the urban forest to provide sufficient public area shade 
and shelter across all districts. 

c. Introduce requirements to reduce heat absorption of building 
surfaces and pedestrian pavements.

13. Tree lined pathways
Add to the Strategic Cycle Network Plan a program of shade tree 
planting for walking and cycling routes.

14. Increasing healthy living
Support healthy living through:
a. Progressive implementation 

of the Active Travel Strategy 
through expansion of pathways 
with appropriate support 
infrastructure such as drinking 
fountains, parking, seating and 
shower facilities.

b. Assessment of opportunities 
for investment in community 
gardens in new estates and 
urban renewal areas.

15. Integrated Catchment Management Strategy
The preparation of the plan for the catchments of our region is 
completed and being implemented.

Outcome 3: Opportunity for adaptation 
innovation
A focus on prosperity through increasing economic 
diversity and innovation that respond to climate change 
and sustainability drivers.
Actions by end 2017
16. Climate adaptation innovation
In projects across the city for new or existing public infrastructure, 
initiate the creation and/or provision of trials to innovate in: 
a. Materials, surfaces, structures, products or methods.

b. Maximising capture and re-use of stormwater.

c. Making public realm landscape treatments more climate resilient.

17. Water for life
Evaluate stormwater infrastructure and initiatives for potential further 
expansion of:
a. Stormwater irrigation of priority public open spaces. 

b. Mitigation of nuisance flooding through increasing on-site 
retention and infiltration. 

c. Protection of aquatic habitats and prevention of waterway scouring.

18. Climate adaptation training and education
Collaborate with peak bodies and local knowledge brokers on new or 
innovative delivery of: 
a. Programs for education, training and upskilling of builders and 

trades people. 

b. Continuing professional development for Canberra and region built 
environment professionals.

c. A web-based tool for self-assessment of household climate 
adaptation and resilience.

Action by 2019
19. Basin Priority Project
Complete the construction of approved water quality improvement 
projects incorporating new approaches to catchment ‘treatment 
trains’ in six priority sub-catchments.
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Outcome 4: Integration
A focus on ensuring action is effective and integrated 
across all sectors. 

What do you think?
The draft ACT Climate Change Adaptation Strategy seeks 
to adapt our city to current and future climate challenges 
and build community resilience. The ACT Government 
invites public comment on this draft and its proposed 
actions to help us achieve these goals.

Your feedback will be documented in a consultation 
report that will inform the final Adaptation Strategy. 

Find out more and  
have your say
Web:   http://haveyoursay.planning.act.gov.au  or   

www.timetotalk.act.gov.au
Email: climatechange@act.gov.au
Post:    Draft Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 

Environment and Planning Directorate,  
PO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601

Call:  Access Canberra on 13 22 81

For more information about  
climate change
The Actsmart sustainability portal  
www.actsmart.act.gov.au is your one-stop-shop for 
information on climate change and sustainability in 
Canberra and our region.

The Environment and Planning Directorate website  
www.environment.act.gov.au/cc has further  
information.

Consultation closes Sunday 3 April 2016

Actions by 2016

20. Sustainability alliance
Build on existing engagements with peak bodies and local knowledge 
brokers to create a cross-sector partnership providing an efficient and 
effective vehicle to:
a. Share climate change and sustainability information across diverse 

groups to build understanding, support informed decision making 
and inspire action.

b. Seek input on relevant ACT policy and program issues.

c. Facilitate collaboration between sectors on challenges and 
opportunities of mutual interest.

21. Awareness raising
Achieve effective sharing of information across all stakeholders 
through sustained promotion and engagement efforts, including 
providing periodic updates on local climate impact assessments 
and emerging research outcomes.

22. Monitoring and evaluation framework
Measure resilience as an outcome of successful adaptation, including:
a. Establishing a longitudinal community survey (commencing in 

2016 and repeated in 2020).

b. Measurable and repeatable indicators to evaluate resilience across 
community sectors.


