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1. The presidents address, “Maintaining a quality-of-life”.
2. “Are there too many celebrants?”
3. “What could possibly go wrong?”
4. “Is this time travel?” How to shorten time
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HELLO, HAPPY NEW YEAR AND WELCOME.
The Christmas dinner at the Kent hotel went well, those numbers were small, the entire event was enthusiastically received. It’s
important to note that social events such as this help maintain the quality of our life, and this is the subject of our presidents
address.

Do you have a 2020 vision? How are your bookings for this year stacking up? Are you within your spending budget? Are you getting
more bookings or less bookings than this time last year? The lead article in this issue of CAN asks the question, “are they too many
celebrants?”

You have the booking, you’ve already met with the clients, everything is under control, or is it? “What could possibly go wrong” is a
quick checklist and reminder to always be prepared.

Here’s an article for our newer celebrants, and a quick reminder for our more established celebrants. The when, why and how you
can shorten time.

And on the subject of reminders, this issue of CAN also contained the dates of all of our meetings for the rest of the year.

Happy reading and I hope you ﬁnd this of interest.

Steve King - Editor
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The Presidents Thoughts
Frequent socialising is important in maintaining a quality of life. We often get into a very busy work cycle and don’t have time to
think about our health or the health of others around us. Maintaining a meaningful social interaction is vital for our physical and
mental health at any age.

Humans are social animals; we spend much of our time with others in groups. We are also wise. It is not our size, speed, or
strength that distinguishes us from other mammals, but our intelligence. How might these two features -- being social and being
smart -- go together?

Article lead author Oscar Ybarra* and his colleagues at the University of Michigan explored the possibility that social interaction
improves mental functioning. In a series of related studies, they tested the participants' level of cognitive functioning, comparing it
to the frequency of participants' social interactions.

They found that people who engaged in social interaction displayed higher levels of cognitive performance than the control group.
Social interaction aided intellectual performance.

"Social interaction," the authors suggest, "helps to exercise people's minds. People reap cognitive beneﬁts from socializing," They
speculate that social interaction "exercises" cognitive processes that are measured on intellectual tasks. "It is possible," the
authors conclude, "that as people engage socially and mentally with others, they receive relatively immediate cognitive boosts."
*The article, "Mental Exercising Through Simple Socializing: Social Interaction Promotes General Cognitive Functioning," written by
Oscar Ybarra, Eugene Burnstein, Piotr Winkielman, Matthew C. Keller, Melvin Manis, Emily Chan, and Joel Rodriguez of the
University of Michigan, and published by SAGE in the February issue of Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin.

The committee works to provide members with some interactions whilst at the same time recognising that we all have busy
schedules and travel is becoming more costly in terms of time and petrol.

Our AGM can be a rather dry topic so we try to ensure that celebrants also get something out of the meeting by also having an
interesting speaker.

Our OPD is a great day to connect. OPD is compulsory though the committee go to great lengths to make sure that the selection of
provider is based on the best delivery and the most interesting topics. OPD seems to be a melting pot at the moment and we are
not sure how next years and the following OPD’s will look. Be assured that the committee always work in the best interests of
celebrants.
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Our Christmas party was at the end of November. Why a weekday in November? Because the committee felt the members need to
meet one another, socialise and chat and enjoy a meal and drink. We know December is busy for a lot of people with weddings,
families, holidays and so forth. Weekend evenings are out of the question for most so we chose a weekday. I hope all celebrants
have taken up the opportunity to enjoy the festive time with each other as well as with their families.

Mario Anders – President - Celebrants Australia
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ARE THERE TOO MANY OF US?
The federal government has been urged to restrict the number of registered marriage celebrants, with industry representatives
warning there is an "oversupply" leading to "rusty" oﬃcials who cannot get enough work.

The Attorney-General's Department is currently reviewing the registration process for aspiring marriage celebrants, with a view to
"reduce red tape". While the review is not considering a cull, celebrant representatives say the government needs to look at
celebrant numbers.

Sydney's Craig Moran is treasurer of Australian Marriage Celebrants and has been marrying couples since 1995. He says while
established celebrants can perform 50 to 100 weddings a year, many people only do two or three and "there's a lot who are doing
none".

Mr Moran says this becomes a problem for couples, because they may be getting a celebrant with little experience or practice.
"The marrying public don't just want a celebrant, they also want a good one."

There are more than 9000 celebrants registered by the federal government and a further 23,000 ministers of religion also
authorised to solemnise marriages. With about 119,000 marriages recorded in 2018, the Attorney-General's Department website
states: "Some [celebrants] perform many marriages each year, while others only perform a few or none."

While there’s previously been caps on a geographical basis, there has been no restriction on celebrant numbers since 2008, when
there were about 5500 Commonwealth-registered celebrants. The numbers have been as low as 3500 in 2002, and as high as
10,500 in 2014.
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Alliance of Celebrants Queensland spokesperson Karen Rose said experienced celebrants know how to get out of the way of
photographers at crucial moments, make nervous couples comfortable, use the microphone properly and manage the guests.

"You don't want someone rocking up who is going to get the names wrong, who might stumble through the ceremony, who is not
performance-ready," said Ms Rose, who has been marrying people around Australia for 11 years. She went on to say said that the
registration process should be tightened up. "There's no way in the wide world that everyone who applies should be registered”.

Association of Civil Marriage Celebrants of Victoria secretary Dawn Dickson lamented the "oversupply" and said a national pool of
about 3000 celebrants would be more appropriate.

Ms Dickson, who has been a celebrant for 40 years, used to conduct about 120 weddings a year. Now she does about 20 and her
business is concentrated on funerals. There are about 400 members of her association and every day she speaks to "despondent"
celebrants who are not marrying anyone.

"There's not enough work and too many people," Ms Dickson says. She is also regularly asked to coach "rusty" celebrants through
the paperwork to ensure couples are legally married.
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As we all know, to be registered as a marriage celebrant, applicants need to have a celebrants' qualiﬁcation (such as a Certiﬁcate
IV), provide three referee reports, consent to a police check, make statements about their standing in the community and complete
questions on marriage law and local relationship support services. The AGD website notes "only a very small number of applicants
fail to meet [registration] requirements".

We also need to pay a $600 application fee and then an annual $240 fee to stay registered, add to that the OPD fees, association
fees, insurance, maintaining a website, advertising, PA system and all the items needed to conduct business. The annual outgoings
are getting pretty high and based on the information available; most celebrants are struggling to make a viable income.

Asked if the government would consider replacing the cap or tightening up eligibility, an AGD spokeswoman said the government
wanted to minimise the regulatory burden on businesses and individuals.

"Placing a cap on the number of Commonwealth-registered celebrants would be inconsistent with removing barriers to
competition and the deregulation agenda," the spokeswoman said.

The department also noted many people apply to be celebrants to marry family or close friends "with no intention of establishing a
business". It said it had received eight complaints about celebrants since July 2019, pointing to a drop in complaints in recent
years. In 2014-2015, 40 complaints were received, while 26 complaints were received in 2018-19.

To a large degree it seems to me that this debate is pitting celebrant against celebrant - younger newer celebrants seem to be
saying "get rid of the oldies- they are past it" and longer term celebrants seem to be saying "don't let anyone new in as competition
against me" and the sad thing is that both sides seem to be saying that most celebrants are no good at their job. Hardly a way to
enhance our image in the community.

Yes, numbers of celebrants is an issue, (as per AGD website on 31st Dec 2019 there are 1703 Victorian celebrants) but there is
many more things that needs consideration about the role of civil celebrants and the way the marriage celebrant program is
working and sadly, so far CoCA has not been able to convince the MLCS to advise the AG that a full review is needed.
Meantime let's support each other and be positive about our celebrancy - and if there are holes - let's try to plug them together and
not dig deeper ones.

This item is largely based on an article written by Judith Ireland who is a political reporter for the Sydney
Morning Herald and The Age, she is based at Parliament House with additional comment by Steve King.
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"WHAT COULD POSSIBLY GO WRONG?" - BE PREPARED!
Celebrants are involved in a wide range of ceremonies, often held outside involving children, dogs, emotional family members and
people taking part in rituals for the ﬁrst time in their lives. What could go wrong? The answer is anything and everything!

Celebrants need to be prepared for all kinds of unexpected natural and human events. Some of the classics are:

The weather
Your outdoor ceremony could turn out to be hot, cold, wet or windy. Celebrants can be prepared by carrying and umbrella, water,
sunscreen, pins or clips to hold down hair, documents or anything else that might blow away. A waterproof document holder is an
essential item.
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Emotions
All ceremonies are likely to bring out strong emotions in people. These include happy events such as weddings or baby namings or
more sombre events such as funerals. Tissues and a waste collection bag are good items to keep in an emergency kit. It’s also
good to make sure the venue has a chair or two in a quiet spot for people who may feel overcome and need to sit for a while.

Breakages and injuries
Many celebrants carry a small array of bandaids, safety pins and clips to help mend blisters caused by new shoes, split seams or
veils and scarves that have come awry.
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Technology
A modern headache! All celebrants can tell horror stories of microphones with ﬂat batteries, devices that refuse to connect via
Bluetooth and PA systems that are interrupted by interference from other electronic sources. The best plan is to trial equipment on
site wherever possible and to take spare batteries for all devices you plan on using.

Paperwork
It’s a good idea to take extra copies of the ceremony and any poems or readings. A nervous family member or friend who has
promised to bring his or her own copy of their reading can easily forget in the heat of the moment! Extra copies of certiﬁcates are
also a good idea, including a blank copy of a marriage certiﬁcate. Not only could certiﬁcates get blown away or soaked with rain,
you may also need to change the venue at the last minute due to weather or other events. One thing I do that my clients love is I
print their vows in a large san serif double spaced font and laminate it just in case.
What’s in your emergency kit?

Contributed by Steve King from various sources
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“IS THIS TIME TRAVEL?” HOW TO SHORTEN TIME
A while ago an elderly couple called me and asked if I was free in around 10 days time so I could marry them before her husband
to be went off interstate. It seems that she had ﬁlled out the Notice of Intended Marriage, had it witnessed and was ready to go.

She was not best please when I explained that, by law, I, or any other celebrant, needed to be in possession of the notice a month
before the wedding date.

It is possible to shorten the minimum notice time for a marriage to less than a month if, and only if, the special circumstances set

out in the Marriage Regulations 1963 are met. It is a little detailed, which it the whole point of providing it here for all our members.

The couple will need to approach a Prescribed Authority for approval. They may need to make an appointment and a fee may be
payable.

Prescribed authorities are listed on the Attorney General's website: www.marriage.ag.gov.au/stateoﬃcers/authorities.

Prescribed Authorities are usually found at your Local Court or Registry Oﬃce. They can shorten the required period of notice if
they are satisﬁed that the circumstances prescribed in the Regulations are met.

There are ﬁve categories of circumstances set out in the Regulations which are:

Employment–related, or other travel commitments
Wedding or celebration arrangements, or religious considerations
Medical reasons
Legal proceedings, and
Error in giving notice.
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The reason for wanting a shortening of time for notice must fall within one of these categories. There is no capacity to grant a
shortening of time outside these circumstances.

And shortening of time is not automatic, just because you ask it doesn’t mean it will happen.

When making a decision, the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages (BDM) or a Prescribed Authority will weigh up the
information provided in support of your application and may seek additional information as outlined in the Regulations.

The couple should have the documentation that supports their request before approaching a Prescribed Authority.

What do they need to do?

1. Contact a marriage celebrant who is willing to conduct a ceremony at short notice.
2. Complete a Notice of Intended Marriage and provide it to the celebrant. Make sure they don’t sign until in
the presence of the celebrant or other approved witness.
3. Choose a date and time for the ceremony - this can be changed if necessary
4. The celebrant should supply the couple with a letter saying they have received a Notice of Intended
Marriage from the couple and are willing to conduct the marriage ceremony on the date and time
nominated, provided the approval for shortening of time is granted.

5. The couple must then go to a Prescribed Authority to request a Shortening and take the Notice of
Intended Marriage with them so that it can be signed by the Prescribed Authority. They must return the
signed Notice of Intended Marriage to the celebrant.

6. The couples must make sure they take all documents that one would require to be married (birth
certiﬁcates and/or passports, divorce papers) and documentary evidence to support the reason for
shortening e.g. medical reports, employers evidence, wedding receipts.

And there you have it, I hope this has helped. Oh and if you want to know what happened to the couple, They waited, and got
married a month or so later, but that’s a whole other story about last minute changes of the venue becoming unavailable and a few
other complications.

Contributed by Steve King
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EMERGENCY CELEBRANT
In our current climate situations, there may be a time that you are not able to perform the wedding ceremony, so what are your
options?

(from the Guidelines 5.2.2)

Subsection 42(6) of the Marriage Act states that you are able to transfer the NOIM in exceptional situations. From time to time,
celebrants may ﬁnd themselves in situations where they are unable to solemnise a marriage and are required to transfer a NOIM in
exceptional circumstances, such as a natural disaster events.

It may be acceptable for the ﬁrst celebrant to transfer the NOIM by electronic means to the second celebrant, this can be done by
email (scanned copy). In times of exceptional circumstances, the second celebrant could rely solely on the electronic NOIM and
solemnise the marriage without receiving the original NOIM before the wedding.

In such a situation, the second celebrant should.

1. ensure the words of the electronic document are clearly legible
2. print the electronic document and annotate/sign it
3. ensure the relevant state and territory registry of BDM has consented to the NOIM being
transferred in this manner
note: celebrants should contact the BDM directly to explain the circumstances in such situations. BDM’s are responsible for
processing marriage documents including the NOIM and such celebrants can enquire whether the BDM would accept a copy of the
NOIM that has been electronically transferred to them (provided that all other obligations had been complied with)

Where the notice is submitted electronically to a marriage celebrant, this becomes the original (whether or not it is printed by the
celebrant), and so the paper copy of the notice is not required to be ‘produced’ prior to the solemnisation of the marriage.

The original celebrant must ‘transfer’ the notice to the second celebrant by writing on the notice the date on which the notice was
transferred, their registration number and name of second celebrant.
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So you have the NOIM, what next?
The second celebrant must satisfy themselves that the parties signing the notice are who they say they are. If an authorised
celebrant is satisﬁed as to a party’s identity using video conferencing media, then this is consistent with the Marriage Act.

This might be achieved by a video conference call whereby the party presents a driver’s licence to the celebrant by holding it up to
the camera during the video call.

Other supporting documents, such as passports, birth certiﬁcates, divorce or death certiﬁcates (scanned original or certiﬁed
copies) can be provided to the celebrant in electronic form. Electronic form includes an email (scanned), text messaging a photo
of the document or facsimilie, but does not allow these to be included via video conferencing.

Contributed by Judy Brooks.
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FUNNIEST WORDS ADDED TO THE DICTIONARY IN THE LAST DECADE
From scrumdiddlyumptious to schmoozefest, these newly minted words reﬂect our culture and our sometimes-hilarious use of
language.

How did these words make it into the dictionary?

Language is used to decipher the world in which we live, and that world is ever-changing. So are the words we use to describe it.
Dictionaries keep track of words that are important enough to make the cut, including the seemingly strange ones that are
culturally relevant at a certain point in time. In the past decade, some of those words have been downright funny. Why? Elin Asklöv,
a language expert at Babbel, explains it’s because “we have a feeling they’re made up, and it’s funny to see them in a serious
context in a dictionary, when in reality, all words are made up.” Here are a few recent additions to some very serious dictionaries
that might surprise you – and make you giggle.
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Meh

In our fast-paced, tech-driven world, it can be tempting to shorten your words, especially when writing online. Social media has a
big inﬂuence on language, according to Asklöv. Meh is essentially the verbal equivalent of shrugging. It might sound surprising that
such a meh word was added to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, but Asklöv isn’t surprised. “A lot of the words they’re adding come
from informal settings, like through social media,” she explains. “It then travels to other types of media, gains popularity and
becomes common enough to be added to the dictionary.”

Twerking

Merriam-Webster, which added this word in 2015, deﬁnes twerking as “sexually suggestive dancing characterised by rapid,
repeated hip thrusts and shaking of the buttocks especially while squatting.” That may be the least hip way to describe twerking,
says Kevin Lockett, author of The Digital Handbook 2020. But despite the clinical deﬁnition of the dance that was popularised by
Miley Cyrus, Lockett gives kudos to the dictionary for including the word at all. After all, even though it seems like a silly thing to
put in a formal book of language, twerking has – for better or worse – been culturally important to an entire generation.
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Bromance

This word melds bro and romance to encapsulate “a close non-sexual friendship between men,” according to Merriam-Webster.
Bromances are categorised by back-slap hugs and exchanges of “I love you, man,” with the emphasis on man. Asklöv points out
that from a traditional gender-role perspective, the concept of a bromance is comical – and maybe a bit mocking. Right or wrong,
that’s because it characterises a close relationship and emotions that men typically (or, rather, stereotypically) don’t show. But
once a bromance is oﬃcial, men can let their friendship ﬂag ﬂy.

Coot

This word has two meanings: an aquatic bird and an eccentric old man. The nature of the bird – small and unassuming – has been
adopted to describe an older person of simple manners. But it’s usually used in conjunction with the word crazy, so it’s not quite as
innocuous as that deﬁnition may sound. If you see such a person talking to himself near the coot pond, don’t worry – he’s just a
crazy old coot. Although this word has been in existence since the 15th century, it was only added to the Oxford English Dictionary
in 2014.

Scrumdiddlyumptious
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You might be able to guess what this word means, but let’s see what the experts have to say. “Extremely scrumptious, excellent,
splendid; (esp. of food) delicious” is how the Oxford English Dictionary deﬁnes it. This word was ﬁrst used by novelist Roald Dahl
and popularised in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and it was added to the dictionary in 2016.

Noob

Perhaps you ﬁrst heard this word when you were just starting at something. Slang for newbie, Merriam-Webster classiﬁes a noob
as someone who has recently started a particular activity.

Totes

Think Paris Hilton. Mariah Carey. Rachel McAdams in Mean Girls. Totes, short for totally, is essential to the language of divas like
these. Added to the Oxford English Dictionary in 2015, totes’ future is questionable, as it might not survive the constantly evolving
language nuances, says Asklöv. “Dictionaries are supposed to reﬂect language usage in the English world, but 20 years from now, I
could see totes [disappearing] because it’s such a slangy word,” she explains.
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Hipsterism

It’s a way of life. Cue the beards, craft brews, anything artisan, and music that will never be on the Top 40. The Oxford English
Dictionary deﬁnes hipsterism as “the state or condition of being a hipster; the culture or style of a hipster or hipsters.” Whether you
love it or hate it, this style has permeated our culture in the past decade, making it signiﬁcant enough to be included in Englishlanguage history.

Hangry

Finally, a word to describe that overwhelmingly irritable feeling you get when you’re running on an empty stomach. A fusion of
hungry and angry, the ﬁrst known use of hangry was in 1918, but it was only added to Merriam-Webster in 2018.

Schmoozefest

Take schmoozing – behaving in a charismatic way to gain professional or personal favours – and plop it in the middle of a formal
event, with lots of schmoozers. Now you’ve got a schmoozefest. Misters and misses at this type of event typically “chat in an
insincere way, typically for professional or other advantage,” according to the Oxford English Dictionary, which added this word in
2019.
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Nothingburger

The Oxford English Dictionary recognised this term in 2018, but it was ﬁrst popularised by a 1950s gossip columnist named
Louella Parsons. She used nothingburger in reference to “minor celebrities she deemed unworthy of public attention.” Essentially, a
nothingburger is someone or something that has little signiﬁcance or meat to them.

Badassery

It’s diﬃcult to achieve your favourite pop-culture hero’s level of badassery, and honestly, it might be dangerous to engage in such
types of badassery, anyway. In 2009, Merriam-Webster immortalised the word with this deﬁnition: “the state or condition of being a
badass.”

Contributed by that “badass” Judy Brooks
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MEETING & ‘CAN’ DATES - 2020
Jan 2020 – 26th CAN Published
Feb 2020 - Committee Meeting Tues 18th. Venue & time TBA
Mar 2020 - Member Meeting Tues 31st. 19:00 – 21:00 venue TBA
Apr 2020 - 26th CAN Published
May 2020 - Committee Meeting Tues 8th. Venue & time TBA
Jun 2020 - OPD Sat 16th. 09:00 – 16:00 Centre for Theology & Ministry
Jul 2020 - 26th CAN Published
Committee Meeting Tues 28th. Venue & time TBA
Aug 2020 - Nothing planed
Sep 2020 - Member Meeting Tues 8th. Venue & time TBA
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That's it for now

If anyone has any thing that they would LOVE to see published, please feel
free to contribute. Send to me direct via email, the address is
equalitymarriagecelebrant@gmail.com
The next issue will be around the 26th April, the deadline for articles is
10 days before publication.
Thanks for reading.
Steve King - Equality Marriage Celebrant

