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Don’t give up just because… 

Ask yourself - 

What is it that I can do , right now, as a celebrant, to help future couples.

I had a couple ring me looking to get married as soon as lockdown is over. But of course, I knew they

had to give one months notice and I could not travel to complete the paperwork and witness their

signature.

So did I give up ? Did I say sorry cannot help ? How can I help this couple ?

First, I emailed them a copy of the NOIM to �ll out and then talked them through the completion.

I then rang a JP in the area and was told that he was not working during Covid.

I called another JP in the area and he told me that JP’s had been given a directive not to do any

witnessing during the lockdown.

He did not actually say NO, but mentioned “had been given a directive’, so I thought I would try a

few more. I rang six more and the last one gave me the name and phone number of a JP that he

knew was working through. I passed this onto the couple and they went and had the NOIM signed

and witnessed. I received the NOIM via email. 

The month clock is now ticking.

If I had not persisted, I could not have helped the couple.

If I had accepted no from the �rst JP, I would not have helped my couple

Q: What can you do today to help future couples.
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Mario Anders - President

 
FYI:- The people in Australia that are authorize to witness signatures on the NOIM are: “an

authorized celebrant, a Commissioner for Declarations, a justice of the peace, a barrister or solicitor, a

legally quali�ed medical practitioner, or a member of the federal police or state or territory police.” .
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So how are you keeping you and your clients COVID safe? Here are some ideas that should work in

every state.

Inspectors are checking businesses; �nes apply and businesses that don’t follow the rules may be shut

down.

Even if your business is not in hospitality or an indoor gym, we strongly advise you to complete a

COVID-19 Safety Plan and register as a COVID Safe business to ensure you stay open and show

your customers you take their safety seriously.

HOW WOULD YOU DO?

9,327 NSW businesses have been visited by inspectors so far, 6% received a warning and 55% were

given further COVID Safe guidance.

Register your business

Business has an essential role to play in keeping NSW COVID Safe.

It is now compulsory for businesses in the hospitality industry and indoor gyms to have a COVID-
19 Safety Plan and to be registered as a COVID Safe business.

NSW Government:-  It's time to get serious about being COVID Safe

If you are from NSW you would have got an E-mail from the NSW government about COVID and

staying safe:

COVID–19 AND YOU
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Victoria declared a state of disaster from 6pm, Sunday 2 August.

Melbourne has entered Stage 4 restrictions. Regional Victoria is under Stage 3 restrictions.

If you live in  , you are subject to a  . (check vic.gov website for current times)Melbourne curfew

Bride and groom to include reminder to guests not to attend if showing  symptoms of infection

Reminder to all present about maintaining social distancing during and particularly immediately

after the ceremony (when there is usually a lot of hugging and kissing!!) Change to your terms and

conditions to clarify what will happen if either you or the bridal party are unable to attend due to

COVID hot spot restrictions/being in quarantine etc.

any

Just so you are totally aware of the situation in Victoria, the following is from the DHHS website.

Victoria’s state of disaster restrictions

The other things that come to mind are:

First, remember that we are celebrants, we are not the event coordinator and the family also have a

responsibility here, however, I simply ensure that I follow social distancing and the following: I have

four pens, one for the bride, groom, two separate ones for the witnesses and one for me. All pens are

sanitised and stored in Ziplock bags prior to the ceremony. Lightly wipe down the paperwork with an

antiseptic wipe after each person has signed being careful not to smudge the document. The signing

table and chairs are sanitised as well. If there is no event coordinator, the family should have

organised all of the COVID safe plans and sanitising. I remind the guests of their responsibility

regarding social distancing and direct them to the sanitising station.
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 you have a medical condition that makes wearing a face covering unsuitable

 you’re doing strenuous exercise such as jogging or cycling

 you can’t do your job while wearing a face covering (this includes o�ciating weddings)

Melbourne — Stage 4 restrictions
You can hold a   if you live in  , but with a maximum of  .funeral metropolitan Melbourne 10 people

You can’t participate in a   if you live in metropolitan Melbourne — unless you have a reason

on compassionate grounds.

wedding

If you’re   alone or with someone from your household, you don’t need to wear a face

covering. You should put your face covering on before you leave your car. If you’re driving your car

for work — such as for deliveries — or you’re with people from outside your household, you must

wear a face covering.

in the car

Those who don’t wear a face covering and don’t have a lawful excuse, will face a $200 �ne.

Children   of age don’t need to wear a face covering. Children 

must   wear a face covering, because they are a choking and su�ocation risk.

younger than 12 years aged 2 years or

younger  not

Wearing a mask in public is mandatory in Victoria, with a few exceptions. All people aged 

 in Victoria must   — such as a cloth or surgical mask — when out in

public, unless an exemption applies.

12 years

and older wear a face covering

Exemptions include if:
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Under stage 3 restrictions, only   — the couple, 2 witnesses and the celebrant — can attend

a  . Only  , in addition to funeral sta�, can attend a  .

5 people

wedding 10 people funeral

All gatherings must observe the 4-square-metre rule and people must maintain 1.5 metres’ physical

distancing.

It should be noted that with weddings, there is some confusion Regional (Stage 3) - �ve person

wedding are allowed but the couple and witnesses must be in regional Victoria and cannot travel

there. Metropolitan (Stage 4) - Weddings cannot occur in metropolitan Melbourne, except on

compassionate grounds. However the actual legislation Page 16 para 3C states that a celebrant can

travel to a regional area to perform a ceremony. We are trying to establish why the DHHS website

does not correspond to the legislation.

To help you cope with the various restrictions, it would be a good idea to have your own COVID-19

Safety Plan. Although the following plan was designed prior to the limited numbers now imposed in

Victoria, it should be a good guide on keeping yourself AND your clients safe.

If a wedding can proceed on compassionate grounds, only   can be at the ceremony. This

includes the couple, 2 witnesses and the celebrant.

5 people

You can’t leave metropolitan Melbourne to get married — or to attend a wedding as a guest —

in  .another part of Victoria

For more information about Stage 4 ceremony and religion restrictions — including frequently asked

questions — go to the Victorian Government’s website at 

 Select ‘Religion and ceremony: Metropolitan Melbourne Stage 4’.

dhhs.vic.gov.au/stage-4-restrictions-covid-

19.

Rest of Victoria — Stage 3 ‘stay at home’ restrictions

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/stage-4-restrictions-covid-19
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COVID-19 SAFETY PLAN

PRIOR TO
CEREMONY

1. Email couple link to Guidelines for weddings on your state
2. Ask for a guest list with contact details
3. Request that guests from hotspot areas, vulnerable guests and guests

with symptoms be asked to reconsider attendance and possibly attend
through livestream

4. liaise with venue re their COVID Plan and share mine
5. Signing of Declaration – couple can check and sign where indicated

using a pen that will be sanitised and removed and independent to
Celebrant use.

ARRIVAL
AND SET
UP

1. Set up within the ceremony area adhering to COVID guidelines and
maintaining 1.5m distance from guests.

2. Mics will be set up so as to ensure only couple will use one and reader
a separate mic. Celebrant use headset or lapel

3. Ensure musicians are distanced 3 m from bridal party and guests

ADDRESS
TO GUESTS

1. Guests will be reminded of the rules for social distancing “We are here
to celebrate love, albeit at a distance – 1.5 m actually unless of course
you are from the same household. An attendance list has been
provided by our couple and will be held for four weeks”

2. Should couple request announcement re congratulatory requirements –
love hearts, fist pump it will be made by celebrant also.
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DURING
CEREMONY

1. Bridal party will be positioned 1.5m apart
2. I will be 1.5m from bridal party
3. Ring exchange will be performed using a ring box or similar whereby

couple will be brought the rings by the best man untouched and will
remove them from their container

4. Couple can stand together and can share a kiss.
5. The signing table will be set up with certificates in folder and the

couple will share a pen, there will be separate pens for the witnesses
and you will point to the relevant signature spot. This will be practiced
at rehearsal if possible. Pens will be placed in a sealed bag at the end
of the ceremony. The Form 15 will be placed in the envelope and given
to the couple at the end of the ceremony prior to celebrant leaving.

CLOSING
OF
CEREMONY

1. Couple will be congratulated from a safe distance. They may or may
not walk down the aisle depending on space. Guests will be reminded
of the safe distance rule and congratulatory method chosen by couple

DEPARTURE 1. Celebrant to gather all equipment and wipe down or disinfectant spray
any surfaces touched by others. Used wipes will be placed in bag and
sealed for disposal.

2. Celebrant then hand over to Venue Coordinator/ photographer or
Emcee and leave the premises/venue.

Compiled by Steve King
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The Consummate Professional, The People’s Celebrant or The Solitary Celebrant.

There is no doubting your commitment or professionalism to your role as a celebrant. You work

tirelessly on behalf of your clients, although sometimes perhaps to your detriment! You are proud of

the celebrant community, and your role within it and always try your best to be a good ambassador

for the celebrancy world. All in all, you're pretty awesome and your clients love you, but be gentle on

yourself!

You have a wonderful approach to your role as a celebrant, which perfectly blends your fun,

enthusiastic style with a professional outlook. You're well-known and popular within your local

industry community and have good networking and interpersonal skills. You love the job and the

role that you have, but you still make time for yourself, family and friends. A well-deserved pat on

the back for you, you awesome celebrant!

You are a celebrant who perhaps has been working in isolation for too long and could do with

forging alliances with other celebrants, or being part of the celebrant community. Being part of a

celebrant community can be educating, ful�lling, and inspiring and might help you to ignite or re-

ignite your love of celebrancy and help you to remember what you love about celebrancy.

The Consummate Professional

The People’s Celebrant

The Solitary Celebrant

What kind of celebrant are you?
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I based the People's Celebrant personality on my own (lol) as I know myself best,

(naturally!) and I like how I work!!! The Consummate Professional was based on a celebrant who I

admire and respect greatly and is a pillar of the celebrant community. The Solitary Celebrant was

loosely based on some celebrants local to me who are very solitary. Who keep themselves to

themselves, do their own thing and aren't really ones to make themselves known to other celebrants.

Fun fact: 

The question was posed in a recent survey, what did the results show? Here's a summary of some of

the answers below.

 59% scored the People's Celebrant result

 In total, 256 people celebrants took the survey.

 40% scored the Consummate Professional result

 1% scored the Solitary Celebrant result (Phew!)

 73% of celebrants said they always recommend another celebrant if unavailable. 24% said they

would if asked and 3% said they never do!

 When asked about how well celebrants know other celebrants in their area, 31% said well enough

to meet up with. 50% said well enough to chat online and via social media and 19% said they

only knew other local celebrants by name only.

 When it came to discounting prices, 41% of celebrants said they never do, 50% said only if it's

not a loss to them, and 9% said always, if it meant completing a sale.

 Almost 60% said they thought of other celebrants in their area as friendly competition, nearly

37% said they were allies, and 3% said they considered them enemies. Ouch!
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    • 43% of celebrants said they replied to new enquiries immediately, 51% within 24 hours and 6%  

      said with 48 hours.  

What are your thoughts on the results?

I must say it did sadden me to see that some celebrants felt that other celebrants in their area were

the enemy. I obviously don't know the stories and the history behind those scenarios, but it's sad

nonetheless.

I've was wronged by a celebrant in my own area many years ago but I still don't think of her as the

enemy! But everyone has their own experiences and maybe some people truly deserve the title!

It did encourage me though that so many more thought of their celebrant neighbours as allies!

I was also thrilled to see that 95% of celebrants who were asked whether they felt they could improve

upon how they worked, agreed that there is always room for improvement. We never stop learning as

celebrants, right?

Natasha Johnson
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The crude marriage rate �uctuated in the decades before 1970. However, from 1970 the rate began

to fall steadily until 2000, when it stabilised for a decade before falling again. In 2017 the rate was 4.6

marriages per 1,000 Australian residents, the lowest rate ever recorded.

Number of marriages registered and crude marriage rate, 1901–2017

Marriages

Despite the fact that the Australian population had doubled since the early 1970s, in 2017 there were

fewer marriages than in 1970. There were 116,066 marriages in 1970, and only 112,954 in 2017.

Marriage rates in Australia



CAN! Oct - Dec 2020

Page 14

How old are we when we marry?
Men and women have been waiting longer before getting married for the �rst time. 

In 1971 the median age for men was 23.4 years, and for women 21.1 years. In 2017 the median age

of men was 30.4 years, and women 28.8 years. 

Living together before marriage
Most couples now live together before getting married. This has increased greatly since the mid

1970s. In 1975, only 16% of marriages were preceded by cohabitation. By 2017, 81% were.

Notes: Crude marriage rate: number of marriages per 1,000 of estimated resident population at June

for each reference year.  Same-sex marriage was legalised in Australia in December 2017, so is not

re�ected in this data. 

Source: ABS (various years) Marriages and Divorces Australia (Catalogue No. 3310.0) 



CAN! Oct - Dec 2020

Page 15



CAN! Oct - Dec 2020

Page 16

An increasing number of couples are turning to a civil celebrant to conduct their marriage ceremony. 

In 1902, almost all marriages (97%) were performed by ministers of religion. However, by 2000, for

the �rst time there were more marriages performed by civil celebrants than by ministers of religion.

By 2017, 78% of marriages were performed by civil celebrants. 

Marriages by celebrants and ministers of religion, 1902–2017 (selected years)

Sources: ABS (various years); Marriages and Divorces Australia (Catalogue No. 3310.0);

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics (various years);  Australian Demography

Bulletin  (ABS Catalogue No. 3140.0)

Religious vs civil weddings
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SOURCE:- https://aifs.gov.au/facts-and-�gures/marriage-rates-australia
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Why the Wedding Veil

In the Greek islands known as the Cyclades, it is believed that being a bride is one of the vulnerable

stages in the passage of life.

She is seen as in the transient state between being a young girl to a married woman. As such, she is

dressed as beautifully as possible.

Belief that such a beautiful young woman about to be married is coveted by the evil eye. She is

therefore veiled and adorned with amuletic jewellery to protect her.

The European bridal veil comes from this tradition, as do pearl headdresses: the sheen of pearls

re�ects the evil eye and frightens it away, the re�ection being anathema to it.

In the Nasaud area of Northern Romania bridal headdresses are still hand made of pearls and mirrors

for this speci�c purpose.

                                                                                     Brides.com

Source: Amulets:- A World of Secret Powers, Charms and Magic by Shelia Paine (2004)
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Brides.com - GETTY IMAGES

The veil is “the oldest part of the bridal ensemble,” says wedding historian Susan Waggoner. It dates

back to ancient times when people “wrapped brides from head to toe to represent the delivery of a

modest and untouched maiden.” Added bene�ts: The veil also “hid her away from evil spirits who

might want to thwart her happiness.”
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“A more practical reason for the veil, said to stem from the days of arranged marriages, was the desire

to hide the bride’s face from the groom,” Waggoner says. Queen Victoria was married in a white dress

and a veil cascading down her back, “making her the �rst modern monarch to be  ,”

Waggoner explains. And at that moment, the image of a bride was de�ned for centuries to come.

married in a veil

Some of you are all, “I can’t get with that evil spirit business.” It’s cool; you’re just more sensible. But

fear not, the veil o�ers something for everyone:

Brides.com - GETTY IMAGES/SAMIR HUSSEIN

https://www.brides.com/story/wedding-day-veil-traditions-history
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As a side note, these veils were hard to see through, so the bride’s father would guide her down the

aisle so she didn’t trip over or hit anything on the way. This is now the tradition of being ‘given

away’.

Today, the wedding veil is used as more of a simple accessory than a means of warding o� evil spirits.

Some brides choose to wear one over their face, but more often than not it's draped over the back of

their hair and dress.

Source: https://www.brides.com/story/wedding-traditions-debunked-the-veil

Ancient Greek brides wore bright red veils to protect themselves from evil spirits.

Veil via Pinterest

https://www.brides.com/story/wedding-traditions-debunked-the-veil
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Judaisim in biblical times saw the groom place a veil over his bride’s face before the ceremony and this

was said to be a promise that he is marrying her for her inner beauty. As it is done today, the veil was

lifted once they were o�cially married.

In arranged marriages, the veil became a way for the bride’s face to be concealed from the groom and

his family until they were married. You know, in case they change their minds when they see each

other for the �rst time.

Tori & Tom – Easy weddings
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Today, the veil still holds religious relevance for some, whereas, for others, it is a fashion accessory and

a way of complementing the gown or chosen wedding theme.

Source: https://www.easyweddings.com.au/articles/history-wedding-veils/

Compiled by Christie Jarrett

In many religions, the veil is a sign of humility and respect before God, but the Victorians

transformed it into more of a status symbol. In these times, the bride’s status was determined by the

weight, quality, and length of the veil.

https://www.easyweddings.com.au/articles/history-wedding-veils/
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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

If you have a questions and answer that you think others can learn from your experience, please let

me know - Steve 

Hi Kaye,

You can accept digital ID as long as it is an electronic copy or a photo of the original document.

If your bride is from China, is the birth cert written in English? If not, she will need to have it

o�cially translated into English.

=-=-=-=-=-=

Good afternoon everyone, I am marrying a couple in October and the bride is from China. She has

an electronic copy of her birth certi�cate; can I accept this.

Thanks - Kaye.

Birth Certi�cates.

Questions & Creeps
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Also from NSW – “I think I also heard from this person who called with no caller ID’. He was hard

to understand but he said his name was Tony. He said he might have some celebrant work for me,

then said he was also selling designer clothes. I hung up when he asked what I was wearing...”

Fairly harmless you might think, but there is a sinister side to this

And from Qld – “This guy has called Queensland celebrants too. Called himself Robert, made out

he was a former client, and that he would be bringing me more work.”

Rurual NSW here – “I've never heard of this. How would it work?

I'm guessing they get wedding details from some of the bigger suppliers and then "arrange" a

celebrant?”

“I just had an odd fairly incoherent call from a man supposedly in Canberra who was asking if I were

still a Celebrant. After a roundabout conversation I twigged that he was asking if I would pay him

for �nding clients for my work.

The red �ag should have been that his call was labelled No Caller ID, and in fact I usually don't

answer these.

I fairly quickly said that I don't accept agent referrals, but realised that I should have taken his name

and phone number so that I could block this caller”.

Beware - Referring Clients for a fee
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South Australia – “Well, I had a guy called Tony phone me twice this week. Phoned on a private

number and reckons we were friends. (I have no recollection of this man).. very hard to understand.

Told me I had o�ciated his marriage years ago... wanted to take me out and asked what type of

underwear I liked!!!! Told him never to contact me again. He scared me.”

Who are these creepy people? It’s really hard if they are calling from a blocked to know how to report

them to the police, so I guess just hang up might be the answer. 

Compiled by Steve King

The exact same thing happened to a celebrant colleague of mine in Geraldton, WA! “My colleague

just told me that this person (Tony) has been calling celebrants in all states and there is a police case

number about it. She is going to �nd the number and let me know, so I'll pass it on when she does.”



COVID
and the Lockdown

Well Victoria has extended the lockdown by a few weeks, it would be nice to
think we will all get back to normal after the lockdown is lifted, but "normal"
ain't gonna happen soon. The more people think just about themselves and
not the community as a whole, the longer this will last. 

Everything in this issue as correct at one time or another during this
pandemic, but as we now know, things change and it’s up to YOU to keep
yourself informed.   

There are a few things that remain the same no matter what.   
1. Wash your hands often.   
2. Use a sanitizer after touching something that could carry a virus.   
3. Don’t touch your face (now that’s a hard one!).   
4. Cough into your elbow OR into a tissue and dispose of it carefully.
5. WEAR A MASK.               
6. Stay away from people.   

All of the above is basic info that everyone should know, so spread the
word, not the virus.
 
And now for something to cheer you all up (I hope), The Xmas Party has
been scheduled for Thursday 19th November, but the where and when is
TBA … or maybe these days it’s more like if and how.               

Stay safe and well.   

Steve 


