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Celebrants Australia Inc - Mission Statement.
Our mission is to provide professional, high quality celebrant services.
Our celebrants are available for all types of ceremonies: weddings, commitments, renewal of vows,
naming, funerals and other important signiﬁcant life events.
Celebrants Australia Inc. has a representative in Coalition of Celebrants Association which is the
peak body to maintain professional standards for all Australian celebrants.
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By Mario M Anders:
Frequent socialising is important in maintaining a quality of life. We often get into a very busy work
cycle and don’t have time to think about our health or the health of others around us. Maintaining a
meaningful social interaction is vital for our physical and mental health at any age.

Humans are social animals; we spend much of our time with others in groups. We are also wise. It is not our size,
speed, or strength that distinguishes us from other mammals, but our intelligence. How might these two features -being social and being smart -- go together?

Article lead author Oscar Ybarra* and his colleagues at the University of Michigan explored the possibility that
social interaction improves mental functioning. In a series of related studies, they tested the participants' level of
cognitive functioning, comparing it to the frequency of participants' social interactions.

They found that people who engaged in social interaction displayed higher levels of cognitive performance than the
control group. Social interaction aided intellectual performance.

"Social interaction," the authors suggest, "helps to exercise people's minds. People reap cognitive bene ts from
socializing," They speculate that social interaction "exercises" cognitive processes that are measured on intellectual
tasks. "It is possible," the authors conclude, "that as people engage socially and mentally with others, they receive
relatively immediate cognitive boosts."

*The article, "Mental Exercising Through Simple Socializing: Social Interaction Promotes General Cognitive
Functioning," written by Oscar Ybarra, Eugene Burnstein, Piotr Winkielman, Matthew C. Keller, Melvin Manis, Emily
Chan, and Joel Rodriguez of the University of Michigan, and published by SAGE in the February issue of Personality
and Social Psychology Bulletin.

The committee works to provide members with some interactions whilst at the same time recognising that we all
have busy schedules and travel is becoming more costly in terms of time and petrol.

Our AGM can be a rather dry topic so we try to ensure that celebrants also get something out of the meeting by
also having an interesting speaker.
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Our OPD is a great day to connect. OPD is compulsory though the committee go to great lengths to make sure
that the selection of provider is based on the best delivery and the most interesting topics. OPD seems to be a
melting pot at the moment and we are not sure how next years and the following OPD’s will look. Be assured that
the committee always work in the best interests of celebrants.

Our Christmas party is at the end of November, on Thursday the 28th. Why ? because the committee felt the
members need to meet one another, socialise and chat and enjoy a meal and drink. We know December is busy for
a lot of people with weddings, families, holidays and so forth. Weekend evenings are out of the question for most so
we chose Thursday. I hope all celebrants take up the option to enjoy the festive time with each other, our last
opportunity for the year.

I do also want to wish all celebrants and wonderful Christmas and Holiday if you are going away and hope we are
all busy with weddings for those of us who are working through.
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OPD or NO-PD

At the recent meeting between CoCA, non -member celebrant associations/networks and the AGD, the Marriage
Registrar, Brigitte Quale, and the rst assistant secretary, Cameron Gi ord, requested associations and networks
to make suggestions for a model future for On Going Professional Development. The department noted that the
survey responses indicated that the majority of respondents wished OPD to remain at least 5 hours duration with
just one-hour compulsory. But that there may be di erent ways of delivering those hours

It looks like there’s a changing environment within the Marriage Law and Celebrant Section that could result in
OPD being self-managed. This concept is nothing new, there are other professions such as teaching and nursing
where there are requirements for 20+ hours OPD and it is self-managed, it’s a matter of more record keeping plus a
variety and random audits

The AGD is seeking input from celebrants to make suggestions as to what the form and content of training and how
it is managed

Some suggestions already made are:
Keep it as is - OPD providers would be responsible for o ering 5 hours across various platforms
(face2face/online/distance)

Associations running a conference with approved presenters on
subjects that increased the marriage celebrants’ knowledge

Attendance at meetings to count towards the annual hours

Professional reading

An online annual test - questions set down by MLCS (similar to the online legal questions that applicants do)

CAN - Nov/Dec 2019

Page 4

CAN - Nov/Dec 2019

A list of activities from the department that count towards OPD and the celebrant would be responsible to seek
these out and upload the relevant
certi cates into the celebrants portal (self reporting)

Professional visits and /or mentoring.

It's not necessary that only 1 method is chosen, it could be combination of several things. This is our opportunity to
have an input. Please let us know your suggestions – you can include any of the above plus other ideas

We need these by NOV 20th at the latest so I can collate them and forward to CoCA.

So you have ABOUT A WEEK to do this, but we ask you to make our job easier by doing it ASAP.
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My Ebook

By Lou Szymkow
BATTERY LIFE.

After hearing a presentation recently that included information about battery life, I decided to do some online
research to check the information I had been given (or had forgotten).

There are four batteries used in our PAs and similar devices:

1. Nickel Cadmium (NiCad) – heavy, have a charge memory and though once popular are now very rarely found

2. Nickel Metal Hydride – lighter and more reliable than NiCad, they also have a memory and so need discharge
before recharge. Still in use but largely replaced by Lithium Ion.

3. Lead acid: heavy but reliable

4. Lithium Ion: much lighter with a consistent discharge rate and long life

The most common in modern PAs are Lead Acid and Lithium Ion. So how do we get the best out of them?

1: Keep your batteries at room temperature & upright

The rst tip is that batteries are best kept at between 20C and 25C, so make certain that on hot summer days, your
PA is in the shade.

You should not allow your batteries to overheat as that can destroy them or reduce their life span.

There may not only damage your battery but may also damage your PA as electrical joints may ‘dry-out’
(deterioration of soldered connections) in extreme heat and if the battery expand or leaks, that can also seriously
damage equipment.

All sources say that heat is by far the largest factor when it comes to reducing battery life.
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Phil Timbrell points out that even a sealed battery still has a breather and so should be stored upright to prevent
leakage, particularly if heated.

2: Batteries age even if not used

If you keep an old battery as a spare battery, remember that its shelf life is limited and so using an old battery as a
spare may not work as its charge might not hold after its life span is reached. Keep spare batteries charged at
about 40% and in as cold place e.g. dark cupboard or even a refrigerator (not freezer).

3: Allow partial discharges and avoid full ones (usually)

Lithium-ion batteries do not have a charge memory and so it is NOT necessary to fully discharge.

According to one source, after a Lithium battery is fully discharged and then connected to a charger, it goes into a
rapid recharge mode until full capacity is reached and that can cause damage. It was claimed that it is best to keep
a Lithium Ion battery charged at over 50% to extend its life.

Lead Acid batteries should NEVER be fully depleted as that can damage them and so always ensure there is a little
bit of charge still in the battery. Your PA system should cut out when the charge is low and so this will not usually
be a problem as far as the battery goes but when leaving a venue, make certain the PA is turned o .

With both batteries, charge before and after use to keep the charge constant.

Bonus tip: when transporting your PA, make certain that there is no pressure on the on/o
battrey being depleted in transit.
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Celebrants and the online environment
The introduction of BDM online registration systems and marriage documents being provided by marrying couples
via email, text messaging or fax has raised questions about how an authorised celebrant can continue to meet
their record-keeping and related obligations under Marriage Act 1961 and Marriage Regulations 2017.

What documents can an authorised celebrant receive electronically?
The Notice of Intended Marriage (Notice)
Original supporting documents – passport (scanned original), birth certi cate (scanned original), divorce
certi cates (scanned original or certi ed copy).
A Commonwealth statutory declaration (scanned original signed in pen).

What documents can be signed electronically in the presence of an
authorised celebrant or authorised witness?
The Notice
O cial certi cates of marriage (civil and religious) and
Declaration of No Legal Impediment (DNLI)
Certi cate of Faithful Performance by an Interpreter (following the solemnisation of the marriage)

What can an authorised celebrant do via video conferencing?
Sight evidence of identity electronically including via video conferencing e.g. where a party holding a driver’s
license up to the camera during a video conferencing call
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What about record-keeping?
Marriage celebrants can retain the second o cial certi cate of marriage and Form 15 certi cate record of
use form electronically
Ministers of Religion may determine how their records are kept – electronically or hard copy
Hard copies of the Notice, DNLI or any supporting documents (divorce orders, parental consents etc) do not
need to be kept once lodged electronically with the registry of births, deaths and marriages (BDM)
Celebrants may wish to retain these documents until the marriage is registered
Two o cial certi cates of marriage must still be prepared – one for registration (with the DNLI on the reverse
side) and one for the authorised celebrant (they may retain this copy electronically)
Once registered with the BDM, the authorised celebrant may dispose of the BDM copy.
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Thanks to all the
members who
have contributed
to this issue.
I hope you found this of interest, I would like to create
a new edition every quarter starting in Jan 2020.
Some 2020 Dates to put in your diary:1st members meeting - March 2020 (date to be
con rmed) and don’t forget our OPD - June 2020
If you have ideas, snippets of information or just a
great story to tell fell free to email me direct:
equalitymarriagecelebrant@gmail.com - Please use
CAN somewhere in the subject line.
To ALL my fellow celebrants, whether you believe in
Christmas or something else, have a great time in the
coming holiday season and all the very best for the
coming year.
See you in Jan 2020.
Steve King - Editor.

