Contents

Page 2 Mario speaks

Page 3 Dealing with COVID

Page 5 Sustainable weddings

Page 8 When things go wrong

Page 10 We’re all affected

Page 11 Graveside tale

Page 12 Words of encouragement

President’s Message
I was going to say welcome to 2021 but it is already almost two months in.
My how the calendar is flying along.
I am getting reports from celebrants that the number of weddings is increasing and that is really good news. All the weddings that were postponed last year
should be coming up soon and we have at least three good months left before we
decline for the winter period.
That should help every celebrant and the winter will give us time to get organised
for a bumper spring.
BDM have suffered delays like most organisations in Victoria and the call centre
is currently closed but it seems they are still processing weddings in a reasonable
time frame. I certainly have not experienced many delays for which my couples are
grateful, especially when visa’s are concerned.
It is good to see that we have some new celebrants on our books and welcome to
you all. Thanks to all the members who renewed their membership recently. We
only have three celebrants who have not yet advised about their renewal so we are
looking forward to a great year.
We are spending money on the website and getting professional content written.
We will still be posting this to social media and don’t think current concerns will
affect us.
Our Instagram initiative seems to be working, and there certainly is lots of activity
there.
If you have not yet had your Instagram presence created then email
membership@celebrantsaustralia.com.au and we will get you onto Insta.
Again, if you have any stories or articles of interest please share them on the forum
and also email them to newsletter@celebrantsaustralia.com.au. Some articles will
be also published on the website and you will get your name in lights.
So welcome everyone to 2021 and your committee hopes you all have a great year.

Mario M. Anders
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Dealing with uncertainty in time of COVID
Natasha Johnson

Many of us who have been celebrants for a while, have comfortably got ourselves into
patterns of confident communication with our couples, having established how we get in
touch, when we get in touch, what we say and how we say it.
But now with the pandemic on our backs, it’s safe to say that how we communicate with our
couples has been turned on its head.
When you’re living with uncertainty, it has the potential to make all of your plans uncertain
and so this affects the language that you use when it comes to how you communicate.
We’re now using more ‘ifs’ and ‘maybes’ and talking about events without really knowing if
they will go ahead.
Even for celebrants who have been able to continue with their wedding ceremonies in one
way or another, their language and ways of communication probably still have a layer of uncertainty attached to them. Or additional provisions that they now need to take into account.
So what can we do in this situation? How can you know what to say to your couples and
when and how to say it? How can you be of service to couples and to be positive for them,
when you’re unsure of how you can be of service, especially when you don’t actually feel
positive yourself?
Modern dilemmas
One of the dilemmas that some celebrants found themselves in was whether they should
reach out to couples about their wedding plans in the light of restrictions being placed or
whether they should wait for their couples to contact them?
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There was a sense of wanting to be proactive and thoughtful, but without wanting to
trigger an avalanche of issues by reaching out or unwittingly adding pressure on their
couples. Because as we know, we’re only one cog in the wedding wheel and couples
have got other wedding suppliers to deal with too!
There’s also that fear that reaching out to your couples means you’re going to hear the
bad news that you really don’t want to hear.
As I ALWAYS say, there is no right or wrong way to work. What’s most important is that
you establish how you want to approach this situation, make an action plan for it and
carry it out.
However, you plan on getting in touch with your couples, make sure that you have everything clear in your mind and with your business practices.
- Be clear and concide
- Don’t engage in toxic positivity
- Treat every couple on an individual basis
- Be honest
- Give them space but stand your ground if you feel compelled to
The vaccine is not going to ‘cure’ us all overnight, we still need to be prepared. Here’s a
checklist of other things you might need to change going forward, if you haven’t already.
1. Your booking agreements and contracts - Do you need to add Covid 		
measures?
2. Revisit your initial communications - Do you need to explain upfront
about your Covid measures?
3. Your availability - Do you need to have a plan in place for if you can’t do a
wedding?
4. Your booking fees and deposits - Do you need to look at how these might
be affected if couples cancel due to Covid or Covid restrictions
5. Your marketing - Do you need to look more closely at how you market
yourself now and the language that you use?
6. Your wedding questionnaires/questions - will some of your upcoming 		
ceremonies make reference to the effects of the pandemic on your couple
and their wedding?
It’s definitely not an easy time to navigate your celebrant business at the moment even
with the vaccine roll-out. There is a lot of juggling to do, not just of dates but of people’s
emotions too. But make sure to take care of yourself and your emotions first, before
reaching out and stepping in to be of service to others.
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Consider environmentally-friendly weddings
Steve King

I have a friend, Leo Clarke, who lives in the UK. He, like me, feels that we have over the
years helped screw up the planet to the point where we are all reaping the consequences.
Now before you think ‘what the hell has this to do with being a celebrant?’ please bear with
me for 5 mins and I’ll tell you.
A wedding should be one of the happiest days of a couple’s lives. The event brings friends
and family together in a celebration of love. Drinks flow, food is devoured and, hopefully,
everyone goes home having had a great time.
In all the excitement, it’s easy to overlook the impact a wedding might have on the environment. Sustainability is being spoken about more now than ever. Luckily, if this is something
you and your couple want to take into account on your wedding day, you can.
I know that there are some out there that will say ‘it’s not a celebrant’s job’, but we are
often asked for advice and most people do listen. Having said that, let’s have a look at how
we can explore the perfect way for your couple to host a sustainable, zero-waste, ethical
wedding.
But first, I’d like to show the damage a regular wedding has, then we can introduce some
alternatives for you and your couple to at least think about.
Now remember that Leo lives in the UK, so some of the data is based on weddings there,
but the facts are much the same here in Australia, but some of the quantities might be different. Even so, here are some startling statistics which might make you reconsider how you
want a wedding to be.
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Waste generated by the wedding industry
We all know that what can’t be recycled has a negative impact on the environment. If something isn’t biodegradable, it could take thousands of years to break down naturally.
Plastic is unsurprisingly at the heart of the issue. Reports from 3 years ago suggest that 4,910
tonnes of unrecyclable plastic was used up and left behind at British weddings the previous
year. That’s the equivalent to 47 Blue Whales. COVID may have stopped a few weddings last
year and reduced that amount slightly, but as I said, this data is from 2018.
Individually, one wedding can produce as much as 20kg of plastic waste. What’s more, the
black bags used to collect the rubbish are themselves potentially harmful. They can take as
long as 90 years to break down under the ground.
But it’s not just plastic which has an impact. Food wastage is also a common theme for most
weddings. A study from Sainsbury’s (a major UK supermarket chain) reveals the extent of this.
Their figures show that:
•
On average, £488 ($867.71) is wasted on food at every wedding
•
15% of people would only eat one or two of their three courses
•
The same number, 15%, of newlyweds would throw the remains of their cake away
•
37% of guests don’t eat edible wedding favours
To put the wedding wastage into context, the average family home will throw away roughly
£700 ($1244.67) in food in one year. In other words, a few hours at one wedding can account
for 65% of a home’s wastage across an entire year.
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The carbon footprint of wedding celebrations and the worst sustainability offenders
Some wedding troupes are more harmful than others. Here are a few common inclusions
which you might not realise are having a negative impact on the environment and it’s stuff
we can have an input to.
Balloons
Often made of materials that don’t break down, balloons contribute
to overflowing landfill sites. They also pose a serious choking
hazard for wildlife like birds and sea creatures.
Confetti
Throwing confetti is a common tradition, but
have you ever considered where it ends up
after the celebrations are over? Unfortunately,
this is another example of a material which
won’t degrade naturally. That means it often
ends up being consumed by animals.
Exotic flowers
It’s not something that immediately springs to mind, but transporting
flowers which aren’t seasonal means you’ll need to move them
from relatively far away. The net result is a higher level of CO2
emissions, as well as the use of potentially harmful chemical
fertilisers which can pollute the soil.
Decorations
Paper comes in handy at a wedding, but it’s still worth considering where you can limit its
use. Bunting, banners and even invites can use up resources which might not be sustainable. Either cut down on their use or make sure you’re only utilising sustainable materials.
Don’t worry, though. These are all common aspects of a wedding - which means there are
alternative, eco-friendly options, that have already been created.
If you’d like to follow up and find out what they are, Leo has created a website and you can
look at exactly what those options are.
		

https://www.77diamonds.com/sustainable-weddings

As I said at the beginning, we are just celebrant’s so what can we do? I guess the answer to
that is we could all work together and help save us all from a horrid future, and maybe if the
couple we marry decide to have
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Despite the best laid plans...
Christie Jarrett

One hears so often that weddings don’t always go according to plan, but usually this relates
to the bride being late, flowers not arriving on time, the PA system not working properly, or
other similar predictable things.
But what about the unpredictable.There can be so many things out of one’s control that
can’t be avoided on the day, some with solutions and many not, such as ………
Dress Malfunctions

Inclement weather
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Children and pets

What can one say?

Let’s not forget the groom

What’s happened here?

Is there really such a thing as The Perfect Wedding Day?
Sources:
https://www.instyle.com/weddings/tips-avoid-wedding-day-disasters
https://www.daily-choices.com/the-funniest-wedding-day-photo-fails-ever/30/?xcmg=1
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We are not in this alone
Christie Jarrett

It’s not only celebrants who have suffered over the past 12 months due to COVID-19, so many
other related fields have been affected. Beyond the basic dress, flowers, photographer, caterer,
venue and flowers; couples will often hire (but not necessarily all) a wedding planner, make-up
artist, hairdresser, videographer, DJ, cake baker, and dress designer.
There isn’t just one vendor category that is experiencing loss of business, all are feeling the
impact of the Coronavirus. And the hospitality and event industries are also suffering. Celebrations of all kinds are based on the gathering of people. The uncertainty of this pandemic has
not only resulted in income loss for many, it has also increased workloads due to cancellations,
postponements and rescheduling (often at no additional cost).
This pandemic is also creating a tidal wave of weddings to be rescheduled into 2021.Traditionally, weddings have been held on Saturdays. This would not be an issue if the wedding
was held at a private residence, or maybe even an outdoors wedding, but there are obviously
a limited number of Saturdays available. In this regard, brides may need to consider week day
weddings instead
Many people are not prepared to venture out regardless of number of reported ‘cases’, and
many more are worried about their finances during this crisis. Given this, celebrations such as
significant birthdays, anniversaries, naming days or other events where celebrants play a key
role, are not a high priority.
The funeral industry is also feeling the effects of the coronavirus, but not in the same sense.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Australia as with many countries, has experienced increased
death rates. Funeral directors are subject to the same rules regarding gatherings and COVID
safe practices as everyone else, and with the increases in death, are experiencing the same
issues such as delays and re-scheduling of funerals.
Funeral directors have been advised by the Health Department to consider the type and size of
a funeral, and to consider attendance being restricted to close family and friends, or the service
to be held in an open-air venue instead of an enclosed space, or alternative ways to conduct
services such as via video link.
As I said, we are not in this alone.
Sources:
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/14/how-the-coronavirus-pandemic-has-impacted-wedding-industry-professionals.html
https://www.lavanphoto.com.au/wedding-tips/10-wedding-professionals-you-must-hire
https://www.abs.gov.au/articles/measuring-excess-mortality-australia-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/04/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-funeraldirectors-advice-for-funeral-directors-covid-19.pdf
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A day at the graveside
Wayne Lentsment

A family friend asked that I perform their graveside funeral service and I took this as a tremendous privilege and an honour to do so. In time, he died after an expected short end of life
palliative health program.The scene was set. I had met the funeral director, and plans were fully
prepared to give my friend his send off.
On the day of the funeral, an hour before the first guests would arrive, the funeral director, his

assistant and I reconnoitred the gravesite and the precinct, with plenty of time to spare. The day
was stifling and a north wind was brewing up and I decided on a quick rehearsal of the funeral
script in place where I would stand.
On any hot sunny day I wear my Akubra hat, and this day would be no different. Except ..,
the wind blew my hat off into the grave, empty grave at this time and to the bottom of the six
foot crevasse. All three of us over sixty, and not exactly in pristine anatomical physique looked
down at the hat and after a time at each other, wondering what we could do.
“Aha!” exclaimed the funeral director. “I have just the thing for this sort of occasion!” and he
asked his assistant to fetch a manual extended ‘grabber’ device from the hearse. Off he trotted
and returned shortly with the so called ‘grabber’ and handed it to the funeral director. The funeral director then proceeded to crouch down and reach for the hat with the ‘grabber’ and rrrrriiippp, his trousers split precisely as he bent over the grave.And still, the hat was out of reach of
the ‘grabber’!

“What to do now?” Was the question on our three minds. Just then, a ten year old lad was walking by the scene, apparently on long service leave from his school and I recognised him from
another family in town.
“Hey! Could you do us a favour?” I asked him. “Sure!”, he said, even before knowing what it
would entail.“How about we lower you into this hole and you get the hat that is lying at the bottom of it?”
And that is how we retrieved my Akubra Hat prior to the funeral service. By the way the funeral
director still had time to fetch another pair of trousers for the ceremony.
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Keep going, even if...

Steve King

Natasha has helped me in past issues with the odd article or two, She sent me this recently and I
thought it’d be a good idea to share it with you in light of what happened in the last year
Hey Steve,
I thought I’d send this to you today, in case you needed to hear it.
You will always be a celebrant even if you’ve had to put things on hold.
Even if the pandemic has dampened your fledgling career.
Even if you haven’t actually done a ceremony yet.
Even if you’ve got no or few dates in the diary that say otherwise.
Even if you don’t feel like it.
Even if you’re feeling more like a stressed-out school teacher than a loved-up celebrant.
Even if the last time that you did a wedding was longer ago than you’d have liked.
You are still a celebrant.
You are still a celebrant, even if you’re working as something else, whilst you see out this bad patch.
Even if you’ve got nothing to show for it right now.
Even if it’s taken a back seat because you can’t focus on it.
Even if you’ve lost your mojo.
Even if you haven’t had a decent enquiry for a while.
Even if you feel like you can’t build up any momentum.
Even if being a celebrant now, isn’t the way that you like being a celebrant.
You are still a celebrant.
And you will always be a celebrant, because being a celebrant isn’t what you do, it’s who you are.
You will get back to being the celebrant that you used to be. You will be the celebrant that you want
to be. The celebrant that you’re supposed to be.
So don’t forget it. You haven’t got this far, too only get this far. If you can weather this storm, good
things will be on the other side of it.
Sending you love and hugs.
Take care of yourself, Steve,
Natasha
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