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Category: Community Award 

Since 2004, Celebrants Australia Inc has been providing indispensable services in the City of 

Melbourne by conducting weddings, funerals and other significant life events. Not only does 

Celebrants Australia set standards for best industry practice and ensure celebrants keep 

abreast with the law, it also: 

• Promotes weddings and funerals within the City, which bring in substantial revenue 

to Melbourne and its businesses 

• Supports a range of industries throughout the city such as hotels, caterers, florists, 

transport providers, wedding and reception venues and so forth 

• Provides services for country and interstate residents within the City of Melbourne, 

who might otherwise hold their services outside the City 

• Promotes the City of Melbourne to wedding guests and those attending other 

ceremonies 

• Maintains high standards of services to reflect on the City as the ideal place to hold 

such ceremonies 

  

Section B:  Overview 

Celebrants Australia Inc provides ongoing professional development, training and mentoring 

to celebrants to ensure that the services they provide throughout the City of Melbourne are 

of the highest standards. Equally important, their level of service must reflect positively on 

the City.   

The reason for this nomination is to recognise the work undertaken by Victorian celebrants, 

whether they are working with couples to plan a wedding or families to arrange a funeral, to 

bring the two industries together. Their work involves promoting various associated 

businesses such as venue hirers, reception centres, florists, caterers, etc, and contributing to 

the Victorian economy. Furthermore, the wide range of attractive venues across the city 
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ensures that couples getting married continue to choose the City of Melbourne as their 

location of choice. 

In addition, we work closely with the LGBTQI community and Melbourne’s growing multi-

cultural communities to provide services that meet their specific needs, and also inject a 

further significant boost to the Victorian economy.   

 

Section C: Community Category 

1. Community Support 

Celebrant Australia strives to deliver the highest quality of service whether their members 

are working with couples planning a wedding or families who have lost a loved one. This is 

achieved by providing regular training and refresher courses for celebrants, to ensure they 

keep up with changes to the law, that they continue to enhance their own skills, and that 

their skills are reflected in the quality of the services being provided.   

The recent change to the law to legalise same-sex marriage is an example of a significant 

contribution made by Celebrants Australia to same-sex couples wanting to marry in the City 

of Melbourne. Celebrants Australia ensures that its celebrants are trained to provide a wide 

range of services for the large same-sex couple population in Melbourne. Targeted training 

is provided for its celebrants in regard to the LGBTQI community, to ensure that the 

celebrants understand all aspects of the community and are able to meet their unique 

needs. 

Similarly, the City has a large multi-cultural population and Celebrants Australia ensures that 

services, particularly weddings and funerals, adapt to meet the particular needs of different 

cultural and ethnic groups. 

Both these communities, and the City as a whole, benefit by promoting Melbourne as a 

diverse city which accepts and supports people from any background and treats them all 

with respect and dignity.  This in turn promotes commercial prosperity and a harmonious 

culture, which enhances the City’s reputation as a place to live and work.  

For better for worse. 

In 1961, Justice Lionel Murphy founded the civil celebrant movement in Australia, which has 

now spread to the rest of the western world. Since then, a civil marriage celebrant 

authorised by government is able to perform legal civil marriages in a dignified and 

culturally acceptable manner for those who choose a non-religious ceremony. 

We have no definite idea of his original vision but we can tell you more than 80% of 

marriages in Australia are now conducted by civil marriage celebrants. The Marriage Act 

1961 became law and has since been extended to same-sex couples. 

Civil celebrants can conduct wedding ceremonies anywhere at any time. This means our 

parks, gardens, landmarks and beaches of Melbourne become places of joy and celebration.  



Take a stroll at weekends through Fitzroy Garden, through Parkville, on the beach in South 

Melbourne, at various venues around the city and Southbank and you will see weddings 

being held. Many city buildings including the Old Treasury Buildings are popular locations to 

tie the knot 

And what a change from 1961 it is to see the face of Melbourne today with our very multi-

cultural, multi-national City. One quarter of Melbourne’s population was born overseas, 

making it one of the world’s most multi-cultural cities with people from 140 nations living 

harmoniously side by side. 

Melbourne’s celebrants have the pleasure and sheer joy of uniting families by uniting 

couples in marriage, especially cross-cultural marriages being enhanced with the 

understanding and traditions of different people.  

Civil wedding celebrants have the opportunity to weave together many of these fascinating 

traditions and rituals, further enriching the experience of Melbourne’s ethnic groups within 

its society. 

Till death do us part… 

And at the other end of the spectrum is death. Many wedding celebrants also conduct 

funerals. No longer do relatives and friends all arrive in black and occupy the last rows of 

pews in churches. Civil celebrants add to the notion that ‘life does not end with death’ and 

that a person’s passing is something to be celebrated. We now conduct many forms of 

service for different ethnic groups, following traditions and rituals but also allowing for 

variety in venue or location. 

Celebrants can commemorate the life of a person at a church for sure, but also at a chapel 

or a crematorium, in a park or a garden, out on the bay, on a beach or in the hills. A 

ceremony can also be held grave-side.  As an alternative, cremated remains can be 

scattered in the wind or planted to grow a tree at a location which can be visited to 

commemorate that person’s life. 

 

2. Enhanced Melbourne Community Members 

Celebrants Australia Inc is a Melbourne-based association that helps promote its celebrant 

members as professionals in their industry. For Melbourne couples and families seeking a 

safe and reliable celebrant who is backed by a local organisation, Celebrants Australia has 

the right member for the occasion. 

With the quality service its celebrants provide, Celebrants Australia helps promote 

awareness, recognition and acceptance of different groups within the community, bringing 

together people not only from around Melbourne but all over Australia and overseas.  

Meanwhile, it also promotes the significance of the City of Melbourne including its drawcard 

locations and facilities, such as the Old Treasury Building, Exhibition Building, Town Hall, the 

numerous gardens and parks, as places worthy of hosting some of life’s major events. 



The visibility of weddings for so many different groups within our community helps to 

overcome discrimination, and helps those participating to feel welcome and valued as 

members of our community. All this encourages a sense of community safety for everyone 

involved. 

Celebrants Australia is always active in listening to members of these communities to learn 

their needs, preferences, traditions and customs, and this is passed on to our members 

through our regular training, newsletters, etc. 

Full support for members 

Celebrants Australia is a network of local celebrants, many with hundreds of services to 

their credit. There is a mentoring system for newer, less experienced members and an 

online collaboration system where celebrants share information and assist each other. 

There is also ongoing professional education and opportunities to upskill for all members.  

All of this means that Melbourne couples planning to marry or Melbourne families seeking 

support after losing a loved one can turn to a professional who has the backing and support 

of their association. Celebrants are impartial and can offer advice to their clients according 

to individual needs. 

Celebrants Australia also participates in community events such as local wedding expos and 

career expos for those wanting to join the industry. 

 

3. Successful outcome and positive effect 

More than eight out of ten weddings are now conducted by civil celebrants. There are 

around 2,500 celebrants in Melbourne, giving couples a wealth of choice in their wedding 

plans. Couples can interview as many celebrants as they like and meet with them before 

confirming the right celebrant. Ceremonies are tailor made each time for each couple, 

ensuring that their ceremony is as unique as the photos taken on their big day. 

Celebrant Australia members are increasingly asked to undertake wedding and funeral 

ceremonies for various communities within the City of Melbourne. All our celebrants are 

trained in servicing the needs of the different communities across the City and have 

developed the expertise to meet their various requirements. In addition, we have people 

from within those communities who are now trained as civil celebrants, including Asian, 

Muslim, LGBTQI, Koorie and others. 

And whilst many couples no longer follow a religion, many parents still do and so 

ceremonies can be created which are inclusive of religious traditions and rituals out of 

deference for parents and family.  

This same choice applies to funerals. No longer do families have to abide by what is being 

told to them about the funeral of their loved one. Families can have their own choice of 

celebrant and style to deliver that final farewell. 



Feedback from different communities has been very positive and augurs well for the future 

of the effective relationships between celebrants and the different communities within the 

City of Melbourne.   

 

 

4. Challenges Met 

Our biggest challenge was coping with Covid and the overwhelming disruptions and distress 

in its wake. Weddings in 2020 and indeed the start of 2021 have not been easy. Too many 

weddings had to be postponed, costing couples substantial amounts of money, emotional 

trauma, and causing financial grief to numerous wedding service providers.    

Some weddings just had to go on, whether for visa, cultural or family reasons. So the 

celebrants had to be resourceful to make the day memorable despite the extenuating 

circumstances.  

There is often a tremendous wave of emotion when conducting a wedding in front of 400 

guests. Bottling and delivering that into a wedding with only five people in attendance is not 

only different but difficult. 

Celebrants had to accept the deferring of many weddings, go ahead with some and hold 

their collective breath when trying to satisfy their couples with weddings between 

lockdowns. Some weddings had to be rescheduled very quickly just when it looked like we 

had the all clear but a new lockdown was suddenly announced. 

From challenges come opportunities 

Before 2020, watching a wedding or funeral on a platform like Skype was rare, even 

unheard of. The Covid pandemic has changed the rules. Suddenly, celebrants had to 

scramble and assist in arranging live-streaming, which has since become a familiar setting. 

Many part-time video streamers are now in heavy demand and a whole new industry has 

blossomed to service weddings and funerals.  

Celebrants have had to navigate similar obstacles in conducting funerals. Every death had to 

be dealt with and handled in a Covid-safe environment, so extra handling and extra 

protection was required for all encounters. Many funeral arrangements were commenced 

by telephone only and family meetings were often held in tense and pressure environments. 

Celebrants Australia members conduct hundreds of funerals every year, many of which 

were substantially affected by Covid. The limitation of 5 people attending a funeral for much 

of the year meant families were even more grief-stricken by the loss of a loved one.   

Celebrants rose to this situation by working with Funeral Directors and implementing live-

streaming of ceremonies wherever possible, so that those unable to attend could still 

observe the ceremony, and participate in that way. Live-streaming meant many family and 

friends could observe ceremonies here in the City of Melbourne from as far away as New 

York, London and Africa. 



Adapt, adjust, reinvent 

With the rising number of unattended funerals where a loved one is cremated without 

ceremony, a new kind of service has emerged: memorial service. Celebrants have 

responded to this practice and altered their methods and pricing to provide a memorial 

service, at a Melbourne venue, with the cremated remains of a loved one rather than a 

traditional funeral service with the loved one’s coffin present.  

Throughout this challenging time, Celebrants Australia members provided extra emotional 

and psychological support to their clients, over and above what is normally expected of a 

celebrant. For their tireless efforts, there have been many commendations received from 

families in these circumstances expressing their appreciation and gratitude. 

 

5. Long Term Impact 

Many weddings were postponed or delayed in the last year. Some couples even changed 

their plans altogether. Most of the year 2020 was lost to the wedding industry and the 

notion that 2021 would pick up the slack has not occurred.  

Going into 2021, in many cases couples are quite reluctant to make bookings and deposit 

substantial monies whilst the future remains uncertain. Lockdown could occur at any 

moment and there is doubt and insecurity hanging over the wedding industry and 

Melbourne celebrants. 

Couples want their families and friends to celebrate this joyous time in their lives even as 

many people, family and friends alike, live further away these days, interstate and overseas. 

Many weddings are being held off as the families wait for international travel to 

recommence. 

Funerals continue to be an emotionally and psychologically stressful event for families and 

by extension, the attending celebrants. Many funerals in 2020 were held without family and 

friends present. This means a great number of people did not get the opportunity to grieve 

properly or experience an appropriate closure. The mental effect on those left behind is 

enormous.  

For celebrants who have performed memorials in front of cremated remains instead of a 

body at a funeral, it brings up a very different emotion in their connection with the families. 

The end is not yet in sight and the current situation looks set to remain for the foreseeable 

future. Whatever the challenges, Celebrants Australia is equipped to continue providing the 

highest level of service to every client in the City of Melbourne and beyond.  

 

 

 

 


