
 

 CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                                                        PAGE 1

by Judy Burn
If you haven’t yet visited the 

new Clunes Community  and 
Interpretive Centre (CCIC), you 
should do so soon. It is a very 
modern, comfortable and attractive 
complex. The library, while a little 
smaller in size than before, boasts a 
larger and newer collection, with a 
reading and relaxing area upstairs, 
which should prove very popular. 
The reception area, which will soon 
incorporate visitor information, 
offers lovely views over Collins 
Place for the volunteers who are 
being recruited to assist with 
operating the Centre. There are two 
paid staff: Team Leader Merle 
Alexander and Librarian/ Customer 
Service Officer Jenny Murphy, who 
between them will staff the Centre 
seven days a week. This means, of 
course, that Clunes residents will be 
able to use the library and other 
facilities every day, not just three 
half-days.

The CCIC wi l l a l so o f fe r 
capacity to pay rates and conduct 
other Council business, for which 
Clunes residents previously had to 
go to Daylesford or Creswick.

Some of the other facilities 
include a large disability access lift; a 
screen in the foyer that scrolls 
messages; four large television sets 
which will broadcast all kinds of 
things (such as sporting events) over 
Co l l ins P lace ; ga l l e r i e s and 
exhibition spaces; and six sets of 
toilets in the building. There are 
two meeting rooms which can 
accommodate 40 and 100 people 
respectively, and which contain 
c rocker y, cut le r y, g l a s ses , a 
microwave - everything you need to 

stage functions. It is hoped that the 
advent of these facilities will bring 
in catering work for local businesses. 

These rooms will also be used 
for ‘baby rhyme time’, playgroup 
and some youth activities.

Things to look forward to: the 
return of the museum, to a state-of-
the-art research centre, work rooms, 
archives, exhibition rooms and 
more; the opening of the lovely 
gallery space upstairs; the activation 
of the automatic book-return chute 
which will also check your books in 
for you; and last but not least, an 
official opening.

Christmas Cheers
!om the Clunes Community Newsletter 
Team

Thank you all who contributed 
to the success of the Clunes 
Community Newsletter for 2013.

A special thanks to Peter Bullard 
who kindly volunteers to deliver our 
ne ws le t te r to C lunes upon 
completion of printing each month.

We look forward to all your 
reports, articles and photographs in 
2014. 

P lea se note there i s no 
newsletter published in January 
2014. The next edition will be 
February 2014. All submissions for 
the February newsletter are due by 
10th January. We wish all our readers 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!

Jane, Lily,  Judy & Ken

Clunes Community and Interpretive Centre

CLUNES
COMMUNITY NEWS

DECEMBER 2013

Published monthly by the 
Clunes Tourist and 

Development Association Inc. 
PO Box 69 Clunes, Victoria 3370. 

clunesnewsletter@iinet.net   
Cost: Free

Featured this month:

p2-3	
 CTDA President’s Report

p7	
 Clunes Dateline

p8-9	
 Local Legends - The Harris 
	
 Family

Clunes Community and Interpretive Centre. Photo supplied by Merle Alexander.

mailto:clunesnewsletter@iinet.net
mailto:clunesnewsletter@iinet.net


 

 CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                                                        PAGE 2

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2013
by Michael Cheshire

Oh What a Year!

The CTDA has been working for the benefit of 
businesses and the community of Clunes for many years, 
and 2013 has been no exception. A good number of 
people have come forward to improve what we do and 
we must thank them for that:

Clunes Community Newsletter

Judy Burn is our contributing writer for the Newsletter 
and Lily Mason has improved the layout to make it 
more readable. Jane Lesock, editor, found a new printer, 
which made it possible to have it folded and easier to 
handle. We have also been able to attract more advertis-
ing to make it more financially viable.

Car Club Initiative

A list of Victorian Car Clubs has been created and 
they have been emailed a special invitation, together 
with a newsletter of details about why to visit Clunes. 
The response has been good with car clubs continuing 
to visit Clunes as a club outing.

Advancing Country Towns

The CTDA has been a part of the Advancing 
Country Towns workshops and plans to implement 
initiatives to attract people to both move to and live in 
Clunes - perhaps run a local business. More action will 
become known about this as we move into 2014.

Regional Arts Victoria Grant

The CTDA took part in an application for a 
Regional Arts Victoria Grant to develop an arts focus at 
the Lee Medlyn Bottle Museum. While we came very 
close, we were unsuccessful, however the large group of 
Clunes people who had an arts interest have agreed to 
continue to seek similar interests in the future.

Clunes Community & Interpretive Centre

2013 has seen the completion of the Clunes 
Community & Interpretive Centre. I took part in 
chairing the CCIC Reference Group. This group played 
an important part in monitoring and making 
suggestions to what has resulted in a wonderful building 
which promises opportunities to develop a calendar of 
exhibitions which can, together with professional 
marketing, attract more visitors to Clunes while 
operating the library and museum out of the same 
building. We await with interest to see Team Leader 

Merle Alexander’s plans to implement and take 
advantage of this great building.

Organs in the Goldfields

January 2013 again brought the entertaining Organs 
in the Goldfields to Clunes. There were just over 300 
attendees to the Wesleyan Church concert in the 
morning and just over 200 attended the concert at St 
Paul’s Anglican Church in the afternoon. Visitors 
commented on how the people of Clunes had gone out 
of their way to ensure they were well looked after.

iConnect

The Clunes Community Email Service continues to 
provide information and notices which are of interest to 
the good people of Clunes. For example, to inform the 
Clunes community of the many free workshops which 
instruct people on how to run a business, use social 
media, start up a website and many more interesting and 
worthwhile subjects.

Visitation 365

This year, I began the Visitation 365 program to list 
and promote events and activities to run throughout the 
year. It is important to hold events throughout the year 
to attract more visitors. The Quo Vadis workshop 
worked through a number of initiatives with other local 
groups in Clunes.

Witches hats

The CTDA gained a number of witches hats to help 
keep the walking bridges clear along Fraser Street.

Medicare Local

Together with Peter Hanrahan we attended 
meetings run by Medicare Local, Grampians District to 
take part in discussions around an after hours health 
program. The plan included a number of projects they 
wish to introduce to improve health services in Clunes.

Visitor Surveys

Once again we restarted the Visitor Surveys to 
monitor who visits and what attracted them to Clunes. 
The results will make their way into the community as 
they are received.

Annual Community Dinner

This year’s Community Dinner benefitted from a 
very entertaining talk from local Bishop John Stewart, 
who spoke on ‘God, don’t let anything happen!’. The 
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announcement of the popular Male and Female Citizens 
of the Year was also made. Thank you once again to 
Kath Milne as MC and to Jane Lesock and her 
committee.

Clunes Ceramic Award

As part of the CTDA, the Clunes Ceramic Award 
ran through September and October 2013. The event 
was very successful and now holds a high status in 
ceramic arts awards nationally. Sponsors this year were: 
Union Bank Arts Centre Clunes, Hair Off Bellair Salons, 
Hepburn Shire Council, Bendigo Bank, Pack & Send, 
WordsWorth Communicating, Clunes Tourist & 

Development Association, Art Gallery of Ballarat, 
Castlemaine Art Gallery & Historical Museum, and 
Clayspace.

Words in Winter

What a great effort by Rhonda Fawcett and her 
committee to bring us a better than ever Words in 
Winter this year. Congratulations Rhonda!

Christmas Greetings!

As we approach the festive season, on behalf of the 
CTDA, I wish you all a very Happy and Holy Christmas 
and a Healthy and Prosperous 2014.
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Clunes Police Round Up
by Athol Chaffey (Chaffs)

G’day everyone, here’s the crime round up for 
September and October. 

Over the last couple of months 
there have been several reported 
crimes in Clunes and the surrounding 
area, with theft related incidents the 
most prevalent.

A motor vehicle was stolen from 
the driveway of a house in Angus 
Street, later recovered at Mount 
Beckworth. There were three separate reports of theft 
from motor vehicles, involving theft of number plates, 
stereo equipment and spray equipment.

Also reported over the last couple of months were 
five other thefts including: theft of cash from a local 
business, theft of a boat from a residential property, 
theft of cash from residential house, theft of a ‘dingo’ 
machine, trailer and associated tools from a residential 
property and theft of garden equipment from a 
‘weekender’ property. Just goes to show that there are 
some unsavoury people within the area so please take all 
precautions in protecting your property, ‘cause lord 
knows you have worked hard to get your stuff.

There were also three reports of damage, one being 
a smashed window on the butchers shop in Fraser 
Street, a smashed window on a residential house and 
theft and criminal damage by fire to a Toyota Prado that 
had broken down on the Maryborough Road. Any 
information in relation to any of the above crimes would 
be greatly appreciated.

Again another good report regarding collisions 
within the area over the last couple of months as there 
have been none reported to me.

I have however continued issuing quite a few 
speeding tickets to traffic travelling along the ‘truck 
bypass’ i.e., Victoria Street. This is a 60km/h zone. It 
can be a very busy road and we are all aware of the 
crappy intersection at Suburban Street, so no excuses 
will be tolerated if I catch you hoofing it along Victoria 
Street, and yes I have booked a couple of locals in the 
area.

As this will be the last newsletter before Christmas, 
as scary as that sounds, we (Vic Police) will again be 
conducting a large state-wide operation targeting 
speeding drivers, drink/drug drivers and all other traffic 
offences, with the first phase of Operation RAID 
commencing on 15th November and running through to 
mid-January.

On a personal note, as I have a daughter in this boat, 
best of luck to all those who studied VCE in 2013 with 
your results and uni offers. To those kids I know 

personally as friends of Kaden, I know how hard you 
have all worked at school this year, so be proud of your 
achievements. To those who are going away for 
‘schoolies’ please be careful, look after your mates and 
enjoy yourselves.

Merry Christmas to you and your families, and see 
you in the new year. Until next newsletter, stay safe … As 
I always say I am YOUR local copper and can be 
contacted on station number 5345 3211, mobile number 
0427 683 940, fax number 5345 3794 or email at 
athol.chaffey@police.vic.gov.au. If you need police 
attendance for an emergency situation ALWAYS ring 
000.

Are you ready for the fire 
season?
A message !om the Clunes Fire Brigade 

Believe it or not Clunes is in a 
high risk fire area. The weather of 
the past months has provided 
ideal conditions for the growth of 
fuels for fires. This year there is a 
real threat of fire in the district. 
The only way to stay safe is to 
plan for the fire season.

Talk to everyone you live with about your plans so 
you all know what you’ll do on a bad day. A written fire 
plan may save your life – would you remember a plan 
that’s just in your head if you’re surrounded by smoke, 
heat, flame and noise? Plan for all scenarios – what will 
you do if your car won’t start, the wind changes 
direction, roads are blocked, someone is hurt or people 
aren’t where you expect them to be?

Pack a relocation kit with important documents, 
photos, medications, money and clothes so you’re ready 
to leave early. Practise packing and leaving.

Don’t rely on getting a warning – it ’s your 
responsibility to know when to leave. Decide in advance 
what you’ll do with your pets and livestock – people die 
during fires trying to save their animals. If you’re in two 
minds about leaving, you should leave early. Wait and it’s 
too late.

Check out CFA’s website – cfa.vic.gov.au – or call the 
Victorian Bushfire Information Line on 1800 240 667 
for more information on how to stay safe this summer. 

The Clunes Fire Brigade are holding informal 
Community Fire Safety Sessions in various locations in 
the District. The sessions will be held from 11.30 to 
12.30 and will include a free sausage sizzle. Below are the 
locations and dates:
Sunday 1 Dec - McDonalds Rd & Fairview Drive'
Saturday 7 Dec - Boundary Street Railway Crossing
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Sunday 8 Dec - Clunes/Maryborough Rd & Fairview Rd
A CFA presenter will be at the Clunes Fire Station 

in Alliance Street to conduct a Fire Planning Workshop 
on Sunday 8th December. The session will commence at 
2pm and conclude at approx 4pm.

Any enquiries regarding any of these sessions can be 
made to Lindsay Pritchard on 0427 028 556.

The Clunes Fire Brigade Officers and Members wish 
everyone a happy and safe Christmas.

Landcare and Waterways
by Sue Kelman

The Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group would 
love to hear from anyone who is prepared to be on a 
roster, once only, to water the new plantings in Queens 
Park. It would not take more than an hour, everything is 
supplied and it will ensure that a higher percentage of 
plants will survive over the summer months.

If you are interested, any time from the end of 
November until the end of February would be 
appreciated. Just let Sue Kelman know either by 
telephone 5345 3616 or email kelmansue@hotmail.com.  
Only one hour, and you can sit whilst you are watering, 
no need to stand.

The planting on the Creek banks has been 
progressing well and recently an area bordering the 
creek walk has been re-vegetated. This work was carried 
out by Bushco a company which specialises in 
landscaping and planting of Australian indigenous 
plants. This project was financed by a grant from the 
Department of Environment and Primary Industries. 
Bushco will also be responsible for follow up weed 
spraying and additional planting in 2014. Come help us 
water.

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 6th February, 
2014 at 7.30pm in the Clunes Town Hall Supper Room.

If you are a former member of the CLWG or  are 
interested in our work, would like to join a friendly 
group, enjoy barbecues, receive newsletters and high 
quality training, use us on your CV, explore your 
environment, find out how Landcare could help you 
with your personal planting, come to the Christmas get 
together on Thursday 5th December at  Collins Place.  
Brendon offered use of his petanque/boci balls so we can 
test our prowess, and hopefully win a prize!  BYO meat 
and drinks. 

Clunes Farmers’ Market 
Feasibility Study Announced

Clunes could soon have its own farmers’ market, 
w i th the recent announcement o f Victor i an 
Government funding for a feasibility study. 

The feasibility study will involve research and 
consu l ta t ion such a s f ace - to - f ace meet ings , 
communications with potential stall holders, street 
traders and the local community; competitor analysis; 
and meetings with Hepburn Shire Council officers. 

The Victorian Coalition Government will provide 
$7,500 funding towards the $10,000 project through the 
Farmers’ Markets Support Program, with the remaining 
contributions coming from Hepburn Shire Council and 
local businesses. 

Member for Western Victoria, David O’Brien, said 
“A number of farmers, growers and residents in and 
around Clunes are keen to showcase their wares, fresh 
produce and other products, and a farmers’ market in 
the town will give them the chance to do this.” 

“In addition, farmers' markets attract visitors to 
regional and rural towns, providing an important boost 
to local economies through tourism and local spending. 
This will increase local economic development by 
stimulating the local economy and helping to attract and 
keep traders in the town. 

“Farmers’ markets also provide an important 
connection between consumers and local producers by 
providing information on how food, wine and other 
products are grown and produced, what is seasonal and 
local, and it will expose consumers to new and 
nutritional products”. 

THE SCAPE ARTIST
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
AND CONSTRUCTION

Do you have a new or existing house that is 
being let down by its landscape? We are here 
to change that. We can pave an entertaining 
area, add a deck, introduce a 3D effect with 
retaining walls, raised beds, screens, pergolas 
and arches, bring colour to your garden with a 
new and inspiring planting scheme, add some 
clever garden lighting for paths, driveways and 
water features, renovate your lawn area or lay 
new drought tolerant turf, create new avenues 
with paths, or just help creating a self-sufficient 
vegie garden or orchard. For a Qualified Land-
scaper and Horticulturalist, call 0408 533 344 
or email thescapeartist@mail.com
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Change to CTDA Meetings
by Jane Lesock

At the last Clunes Tourist & Development 
Association meeting, a motion was put forward and 
accepted that we now hold our meetings bi monthly. 
The December meeting will be our end of year 
celebration and the next scheduled meeting will be on 
Monday 17 February, 2014. 

As the new Clunes Community and Interpretive 
Centre building is now complete, all future meetings will 
be held there. For any enquiries please contact president 
Michael Cheshire on 0418 500 680.

Update from Clunes Mechanical 
& Christmas Specials

For the month of December Clunes Mechanical Services 
are offering a 10% discount off all tyres from the Maxxis 
range – we stock an extensive range of tyres to suit quad 
bikes, tractors, ride on mowers and all types of cars and 

4WDs. 
Gift Vouchers are now available to purchase all year 

round; and make a great Christmas present. 
Clunes Mechanical Services Pty Ltd will be closed 

from 24th December to 2nd January for the 
Christmas period.

Phone: 5345 3533 Mobile: 0438 081 301

Web: www.aagproperty.com.au
Email: jo@aagproperty.com.au

Counselling	  &	  Psychotherapy
with	  Stu	  Fenton

B.A.	  Dip.Ed.	  Grad	  Dip	  Couns	  Master	  of	  Gestalt

:	  	  AddicBons
:	  	  Self-‐esteem	  
:	  	  Mental	  health
:	  	  Life	  skills	  

:	  	  Alcoholism
:	  	  RelaBonships	  &	  communicaBon
:	  	  Grief	  &	  Loss
:	  	  Conflict	  resoluBon

All	  confiden9al
Mobile:	  	  0410	  324	  384	  |	  Email:	  	  servafidem@gmail.com

June	  and	  Tess’,	  Annual	  Po0ery	  Stall
10am	  to	  2.30pm	  	  Sunday	  15	  December

Collins	  Place

Ceramics	  demonstra9on	  and	  stall	  
Learn	  about	  wheel	  throwing,	  
hand	  forming	  and	  decora9on.

Make	  and	  decorate	  your	  own	  pot	  or	  
Christmas	  decora9on	  and	  we	  will	  fire	  it	  

(firing	  cost	  $10	  per	  pot)	  and	  have	  it	  ready	  to	  collect	  
from	  Fraser	  St	  on	  December	  22.	  

Great	  Christmas	  giT.	  
Come	  and	  get	  your	  hands	  dirty!
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Clunes Dateline November
Thursday 28 

Janette Wotherspoon - Text i le Ar t ist . Clunes 
Neighbourhood House presents the Thursday Salon. This month, 
with Janette Wotherspoon, textile artist. Janette has been 
working in textile fashion education for the past 20 years, most 
recently at RMIT. She has a broad interest in creating textiles 
from original artworks and creating unique garments. Janette 
discusses some of  the processes and techniques of 
contemporary textile design. Thursday Salons: Sharing art, ideas, 
food and conversation. Last Thursday of the month in the gallery 
at the Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles. Bread and soup provided. 
BYO beverage. $5.

Saturday 30
Monaro Victorian State Titles Show n Shine at the 
Clunes Showgrounds. Entry from 9am. Public Entry $5, under 
14’s free. www.monaroclubvic.asn.au or call 0414 884 445 for 
more info. 

Clunes Dateline December
Sunday 1st

Ann James - I’m a Dirty Dinosaur. Introduced by Lyndsey Iles. 
Sneaky Fox Books, 33 Fraser St, Clunes. 3pm

A children’s picture book from 
award-winning author Janeen Brian 
and award-winning illustrator Ann 
James, comes this gorgeous 
rhyming picture book about a 
naughty little dinosaur who loves 
to get d i r ty. Br ight s imple 
illustrations and rounded corners 
perfect for the very young.

Stomp, splash, slide, dive . . . . 
This little dinosaur just loves mud!

Ann James was a secondary art teacher before she took up 
children's book illustration over twenty years ago. She has 
illustrated more than 50 books since then. Some well-loved 
favourites include the Penny Pollard series by Robin Klein, The 
Midnight Gang and The Midnight Feast by Margaret Wild, the 
Hannah series by Libby Gleeson, The Butterfly by Roger Vaughan 
Carr and most recently Little Humpty by Margaret Wild and 
Shutting the Chooks In by Libby Gleeson. Ann has written and 
illustrated two picture books of her own, One Day and Finding 
Jack. Most of her illustrations feature her own animals and she 
delights in being playful and experimental with the materials she 
chooses to work with. She and her friend Ann Haddon run 
Books Illustrated, a bookshop and gallery for book illustrations 
in Albert Park. Ann lives right opposite the dog beach in 
Melbourne, where she spends time thinking and walking with 
her dogs, Ollie and Kip.

A Creative Clunes Initiative. Top Writers. Great Ideas. Brilliant 
Conversation. Free!

Tuesday 3rd
Flower arranging with a twist of Christmas 
10am-12pm Bottle Museum Garden. $5 or $7 
inc. pizza lunch. Join local florist Brett Currell 
and learn some simple techniques for creating 

stunning floral arrangements with things from the garden. Using 
treasures easily found in and around home gardens, work with 
Brett to create table settings for our Christmas pizza lunch. Stay 
for lunch and take your creations home afterwards. Please bring 
some things from in and around your garden - including jars, 
holly, flowers ribbon. Places limited. Bookings recommended. 
Clunes Neighbourhood House.

Christmas Special. Pizza Lunch in the Garden at the 
Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles. Join us for a special al fresco pizza 
lunch, complete with extravagant table settings by florist Brett 
Currell. Set in the beautiful surrounds of the Bottle Museum 
garden, this pizza lunch is not to be missed. $5, BYO beverage. 
Places limited, bookings essential. Call us or pop in to make your 
booking. Clunes Neighbourhood House.

Saturday 7th
Dinner Show - Moodswing. They'll make a party in your head. 
A night of swinging fun, Piano, Bass, Tuba, Clarinet, Accordion and 
3 vocals. Lucky Strike, Fraser St.

Friday 13th

Clunes Senior Citizens Christmas Party at the 
Clubrooms 25 Fraser St at 6.30 pm. Dinner by Fabulous Feast. 
BYO drinks. Entertainment by Garry West and The Decades. 
Cost for dinner $21. Phone Eileen for more details on 5345 
4097.

Saturday 14th

Christmas Street Carols - The Clunes' Community Choir 
i nv i te s you to share the 
Christmas Spirit, and enjoy 
Chr i s tmas S t reet Caro l s . 
Beginning at the Bakery, Fraser 
St at 9.45am, then moving along 
to other locations in the town 
centre. Come along and join 
with us to celebrate the 
Christmas Season!

Dinner Show - Broderick Smith - the legend's legend. Aria 
Hall of Fame. Lucky Strike, Fraser St.

Saturday 21
Dinner Show - The Flames - Powerhouse  singer Louie Payne 
returns  to turn up the heat on Rockin' R&B, Soul and steamy 
Blues ballads.  Lucky Strike, Fraser St. 

Clunes Dateline January
Wednesday 15th

Organs of the Goldfields - A 
Morning in Clunes. Recital 12. At the 
former Wesley Bluestone Church, 
Wesley College Campus, Clunes, 11am 
and repeated at noon. Vivaldi Concerti 
for flute and piccolo, viol d’more and 
lute. Soloists, Andrea Dainese - flute 
and piccolo, Giancarlo di Vacri - viola, 
Elisabetta Ghebbioni - harp, with David 
Drury - organ and Ballarat String 
E n s e m b l e . F o r m o r e d e t a i l s 
www.ballarat.com/organs/
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LOCAL LEGENDS 
Pillars of Clunes 5: The Harris Family

by Judy Burn
The Harris family is another 

which traces its residence in Clunes 
back to the very early days – the 
1850s in this case. Alfred Abraham 
Harris came from England with his 
wife in 1849 and, a few years later, 
set up market gardens, cal led 
Sebastopol Gardens, on the creek 
flat. Alfred won many prizes for his 
jams and preserves at the London 
Exhibition in 1880. He also supplied 
many elm and poplar trees which 
now adorn the Clunes Creek 
frontage.

Today, three of Alfred’s great 
grandsons, brothers Frank, Bill and 
Ian, are living their retirement years 
here in Clunes, having lived away for 
a while, but coming back to the 
place that is in their blood. Their 
grandfather, Ernest, was the same.  
He went to Newcastle as a young 
man, and his children were born 
there. He worked there for some 
years, but came back to Clunes for 
his retirement.

Er nest ’s son , Frank (now 
referred to as Frank senior), was a 
prominent figure in Clunes. He 

made h i s 
l i v i n g 
s e l l i n g 
f i rewood, 
but he also 
kept bees 
and carted 
sheep and 
l ambs to 
market. He 
wa s the 
first person 
in Clunes 
to do so by 
truck (with 
h i s A-
M o d e l 
F o r d ) 
Frank organized the Clunes hospital 
‘woodchip’ – where volunteers cut a 
wood supply each year for the 
Hospital, which lasted the whole 
year. He was also a Sunday School 
superintendent at the Presbyterian 
Church for 50 years. 

His son Frank was born in 
Clunes in 1923 and Maureen in 
Ouyen in 1933: she came to Clunes 
aged 4. Both have fond memories of 
a simple rural childhood. Maureen 
remembers her father hunting 
rabbits to help feed his family, and 
growing his own vegetables. He 
worked on the railways and his 
wages, as for most people, were 
poor. The highlight of the year for 
Maureen was being bought a new 
summer dress and shoes for the 
end-of-year school concert. School 
teachers were generally very strict 
and both boys and girls would be 
given ‘the cuts’ for bad behaviour. 
Frank remembers an infant teacher, 
Miss E James, who made a map of 
Australia with stones, out at Stony 
Creek School; and it is still there!

Frank joined the army at 18, in 
1942, in the thick of World War 2.  
After 6 years’ service, he studied 
farming at Dookie College and 
applied for a soldier settler’s grant 

of land. While awaiting that, he 
worked with his brother Ian, sawing 
fence posts and selling firewood – 
and courting Maureen. Frank and 
Ian manufactured the first swing 
saw in Clunes. The grant application 
was successful in 1960, and Frank 
and Maureen went to Nareen in the 
Western District to farm. They lived 
there for 30 years, then came back 
to this area in 1987, when they sold 
their farm and retired to Mt Clear.  

Clunes drew them back in 1990. 
They had many friends and interests 
here, and it was quieter and more 
beautiful. So of course they came 
back!

Frank and Maureen met through 
the (then) Presbyterian Church 
Choir. That is something few people 
under the age of 60 or so could say.  
Nowadays there are scarcely church 
congregations in country towns, let 
alone church choirs. But Frank and 
Maureen’s choir actually survived 
until 5 years ago, transformed into 
the Uniting Church Choir, and in its 
heyday it was ver y successful, 
boasting tenors, baritones, sopranos, 
contraltos and an excellent organist.  
They were invited to various places 
to sing.  

Bill also made his living farming 
and droving, for some years in the Bi% Harris. Photo by Judy Burn

L-R: Carmen, Frank, Ian & Maureen Harris. Photo by Judy Burn
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Wimmera and then at Dunach, where he married Mavis 
Swain at the age of 47. Some years later, after Mavis’s 
death from breast cancer, Bill settled in Clunes and later 
married Rosemary Gordon. They had 24 happy years 
together, many of them as sheep farmers, Sadly, Bill lost 
Rosemary earlier this year. She was 91. Bill now lives 
alone, with his beloved Jack Russell, Daisy, in the 
Sutherland St house which has been in his family for 
three generations.

Ian and Carmen lived in Lake Karnak for 42 years. 
Seven years ago, they too retired and returned to 
Clunes. Enid, the only sister of Frank, Ian and Bill, was a 
kindergarten teacher and a talented pianist and organist, 
much sought after by a number of churches to play at 
services, weddings and funerals. She never married and, 
now aged 88, remains living in Ballarat.

All the family have been staunch church goers 
throughout their lives and Frank and Maureen remain 
active in the Uniting Church. They are very happy that 
Wesley College has come to Clunes, because of the 
prosperity this has brought, and because Wesley has 
restored the beautiful bluestone church.  Nowadays, 
Uniting Church services are held in the red brick church 
in the Wesley grounds. 

Maureen and Frank are also involved in the RSL, 
Probus, the Museum, the Senior Citizens and the 
Bowling Club. They are enjoying a very happy and active 
retirement.

Frank and Maureen are happy that Clunes is 
prospering. They think the ‘incomers’ (that’s a great new 
word I’ve learnt!) are good for the town, as they get 
involved and get things done. This improves the town 
‘out of sight’. Fortunately there are many people in 
Clunes with talents that they want to share.  It’s 
fortunate, too, that there are also dedicated ‘old stayers’ 
and ‘re-comers’ who enrich the town with their 
knowledge, skills and input. 

Bill Harris has written a book about his family, 
which is in the museum and at the health centre. It’s 
there, you should read it if you would like to know more 
about the remarkable Harris family.

State Upper House 
Member Western Victoria

Ground Floor, 1 Yarra Street, 
Geelong VIC 3220 

Phone: 5224 2088 email: 
gayle.tierney@parliament.vic.gov.au

GAYLE TIERNEY MP

ADVERTISEMENT

DAVID O’BRIEN MLC
Member for Western Victoria Region

Supporting 
regional 

communities
Level 2, 1 Yarra Street, Geelong, VIC 3220

Ph: 5222 1503  |  Fax: 5221 8677
david.o’brien@parliament.vic.gov.au

ADVERTISEMENT

SIMON RAMSAY MP
State Member for Western Victoria

Ballarat Office:
46 Lydiard Street Sth, Ballarat 3350
Ph. 5332 9443
simon.ramsay@parliament.vic.gov.au
www.simonramsay.com.au

Authorised by S.Ramsay. 124 Koroit St, Warrnambool

Proudly 
supporting 
the Clunes 
community
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C L U N E S  M O T E L
RELATIVES OR FRIENDS ARRIVING?

WE CAN HELP OUT WITH
• FAMILY , DOUBLE, OR TWIN SHARE
• COOKED OR CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

Call	  5345	  3092	  or	  0432	  604	  147
www.clunesmotel.com.au

CLUNES MECHANICAL SERVICES
	  	  General	  Mechanical	  Repairs	  -‐	  Air	  Condi9oning

Air	  condi9oning	  |	  Wheel	  balancing
2nd	  hand	  Landcruiser	  Parts	  |	  Wide	  range	  of	  tyres	  incl	  4WD	  

Up	  to	  date	  computer	  scanning	  
Pre-‐purchase	  vehicle	  inspec9on

Breakdown	  service	  for	  regular	  customers

69 Fraser St Clunes 3370
(03) 5345 3121
Jock Leishman 0427 521 621! jleishman@westnet.com.au 

Clunes	  Newsagency
49	  Fraser	  St	  |	  Phone:	  5345	  3223	  |	  Fax:	  5345	  3747

Bendigo	  Bank	  Agency

	  Intralot	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ta3ersall’s

	  	  	  Binding	   	   	   	   Phone	  cards	  
	  	  	  Folding	  (single	  page)	   	   Facsimile	  Service
	  	  	  Mobile	  phones	  &	  recharge	   Diaries	  and	  calendars
	  	  	  Photocopying	  (incl.	  colour)	  	   Calling	  cards

	  >>	  >>	  Grey	  Army	  <<	  	  <<
HOME	  &	  PROPERTY	  MAINTENANCE	  SERVICES

SKILLED	  COURTEOUS	  TRUSTWORTHY	  TRADESMEN
	   CARPENTERS	   	   PLUMBERS
	   ELECTRICIANS	   	   PAINTERS
	   TILERS/PAVERS	   	   DECKS/PERGOLAS
	   BATHROOM	  RENO’S	   PLASTERERS
	   BUILDING	  REPAIRS	  	   HANDYMAN

PHONE:	  5333	  5555	  OR	  0407	  780	  749

Clunes Family Hairdresser
47 Fraser St Clunes 3370

Ph: 5345 3754
Hours: Tues to Sat - Closed Mondays

                Veronica
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WHAT	  DO	  YOU	  WANT	  FOR	  CHRISTMAS?
PRAWNS	  	  	  	  	  OYSTERS	  	  	  	  	  CRAYFISH	  	  	  	  	  WHOLE	  FISH
PORK	  ROASTS	  	  	  	  	  BEEF	  ROASTS	  	  	  	  	  CHICKEN	  ROASTS

	  	  CHEESE	  PLATTERS	  	  	  	  HAM	  	  	  	  	  TURKEY	  	  	  	  	  	  GEESE	  (YES	  GEESE)
All	  these	  products	  and	  more	  are	  available	  at
FIVE	  MILE	  CREEK	  BUTCHER	  &	  DELI	  

This	  Christmas
Orders	  are	  being	  taken	  now	  for	  anything	  you	  need	  to	  make	  your	  Christmas	  table	  amazing	  this	  

year.	  	  Come	  in	  and	  ask	  how	  we	  can	  take	  the	  stress	  out	  of	  your	  day.

61	  Fraser	  St	  Clunes	  	  	  	  Ph	  5345	  3854

PRICING
$40 per month (start anytime & join as many classes as 
you like)
$100 for a 10 class pass (no expiry date)
$15 casual

For more info or to arrange a private session call 0459 
138 797.

Blog: inhale-exhale-yoga.blogspot.com.au
Bring a water bottle & wear loose, comfortable clothes. 
Some mats & cushions available or byo.

Summer ScheduleSummer ScheduleSummer ScheduleSummer Schedule

Mon 5:30-6:30 Chair yoga Clunes RSLMon

7-8pm Hatha yoga (regular) Clunes RSL

Wed 4:15-5:15 Hatha yoga (regular) Clunes RSLWed

5:30-6:30 Gentle yoga Clunes RSL

Wed

7-8pm Hatha yoga (strong) Clunes RSL

Thur 5:30-6:30 Hatha yoga (regular) Miners Rest 
Community Hall
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All	  Na&ons	  Masonic	  Lodge	  Every	  first	  Tuesday	  except	  January.	  New	  
members	  most	  welcome.	  Contact	  Secretary:	  Grant	  Gamble	  at	  
gamble@vic.australis.com.au	  or	  5345	  3080.	  75	  Worsley	  Rd,	  Clunes.

Carpet	  Bowls	  Indoors	  at	  Clunes	  Senior	  Ci@zens	  Hall.	  Each	  Weds	  and	  
Saturday	  from	  1.40pm.	  New	  members	  welcome.	  Come	  along	  for	  a	  
fun	  aVernoon.	  Enq:	  Eileen	  Bradsworth	  on	  5345	  4097.	  

Clunes	  &	  District	  Agricultural	  Society	  Meet	  3rd	  Thur	  of	  month	  from	  
Feb	  -‐	  Oct.	  Nov	  meet	  Thur	  before	  Show	  &	  Thur	  aVer.	  President-‐Peter	  
Clarke	  5476	  6237;	  Secretary-‐Barb	  Adam	  5345	  3042.	  
HomecraVs	  Secretary-‐Julie	  Spi?le	  5343	  4201.

Clunes	  &	  District	  Young	  Farmers	  Mee@ngs	  every	  2nd	  Tuesday	  8pm	  
at	  the	  Na@onal	  Hotel.	  A	  friendly	  social	  environment	  for	  anyone	  be-‐
tween	  the	  ages	  of	  18	  to	  30.	  Contact	  either	  Ben	  or	  Lisa	  on	  5345	  3750.

Clunes	  Angling	  Club	  All	  welcome.	  Meet	  on	  the	  first	  Monday	  each	  
month	  7.30pm,	  old	  SMB	  building	  behind	  Clunes	  Mechanical	  Repairs.

Clunes	  Ar&sts'	  Group	  Mee@ngs	  on	  1st	  Saturday	  each	  month	  
11.30am	  at	  the	  Bo?le	  Museum.	  Newcomers	  very	  welcome.	  Enq:	  
Marlene	  5345	  3093,	  or	  Liz	  5345	  3807.

Clunes	  Badminton	  Club	  Inc	  For	  further	  info	  ph:	  Billie	  Drife	  5343	  
4233.	  Compe@@on	  runs	  at	  the	  Clunes	  Spor@ng	  Complex,	  7:30pm.	  All	  
levels	  and	  ages	  from	  secondary	  school	  to	  veterans	  welcome.	  

Clunes	  Bowling	  Club	  Enq:	  Jason	  Ryan:	  5345	  3648	  or	  0409	  453	  642.

Clunes	  Book	  Club	  Enquiries	  Roma	  ph:	  5345	  4037.	  Book	  club	  meets	  
7.30pm	  on	  the	  2nd	  Thursday	  of	  the	  month	  at	  the	  Clunes	  Library.

Clunes	  Card	  Playing	  Group	  1st,	  3rd	  &	  5th	  Thur	  at	  Neighbourhood	  
House,	  from	  5.30	  to	  7pm.	  Games	  usually	  euchre	  or	  500.	  Cost	  $2	  per	  
session.	  New	  players	  welcome.	  Enq:	  Judy	  5345	  3342	  /	  0408	  088	  119.

Clunes	  Community	  Garden	  Alliance	  St.	  Enq:	  John	  Paine	  ph:	  5345	  
3968.	  Key	  available	  at	  Clunes	  Neighbourhood	  House.	  

Clunes	  Country	  Women’s	  Associa&on	  Women	  of	  all	  ages;	  junior	  
members	  welcome	  (8-‐18	  yrs).	  Meet	  3rd	  Sat	  of	  month,	  10.30am	  -‐	  
12pm,	  at	  Neighbourhood	  House.	  Enq:	  Lyndsey	  Iles	  53453992	  or	  Judy	  
Burn	  53453342.

Clunes	  Field	  &	  Game	  Enquiries	  to	  Eric	  5345	  3571.	  

Clunes	  Football	  &	  Netball	  Club	  Enq:	  Doug	  Garth	  (President)	  0428	  
453	  808/	  John	  Bedwell	  0438	  320	  634/	  Email	  clunesmagpies.com.au.	  
All	  welcome.

Clunes	  Garden	  Club	  Mee@ng	  	  Mon	  2	  Dec	  -‐	  Christmas	  Dinner	  at	  the	  
Seniors'	  Rooms	  6pm	  for	  6.30	  start.	  Bring	  salad	  or	  dessert	  &	  drinks.	  
No	  mee@ng	  Jan.	  First	  mee@ng	  2014	  on	  3	  Feb	  1.30	  at	  Seniors'	  rooms.	  
New	  members	  welcome.	  Informa@on:	  Secretary	  Jill	  0438	  640	  431.

Clunes	  Golf	  Club	  Inc	  Ph:	  5345	  3499.	  Contact	  Kevin	  Steart	  5345	  3127	  
or	  Laurie	  Lees	  5345	  3034.	  Course:	  18	  holes,	  sandscrapes,	  par	  70,	  all	  
year	  round	  play.	  Non	  members	  $5	  green	  fees	  for	  18	  holes.	  Under	  16	  
free!	  Wednesday	  is	  50+	  (younger	  players	  welcome).

Clunes	  Library	  at	  Clunes	  Community	  &	  Interpre@ve	  Centre,	  Collins	  
Place	  Mon	  &	  Thur	  10am-‐6pm,	  Wed,	  Fri,	  Sat	  &	  Sun	  10am-‐4pm.	  
Closed	  Tues.	  Ph:	  5345	  3359.

Clunes	  Museum	  Volunteers	  CommiIee	  Museum	  Volunteers	  Meet-‐
ings	  2nd	  Thursday	  each	  month	  10am	  RSL	  Rooms	  Ph:	  5345	  3592.	  

Clunes	  Neighbourhood	  House	  Inc	  Bo?le	  Museum,	  70	  Bailey	  St.	  Ph:	  
5345	  4078	  Email:	  admin@clunesnh.org.	  Tue	  9.45am-‐1.30pm;	  Wed	  
9.45am-‐5pm;	  Thu/Fri	  9.45am-‐3.15pm.	  Internet	  &	  prin@ng.	  Free	  
internet	  to	  over	  55s.	  Gallery	  available	  for	  hire	  for	  mee@ngs	  &	  events.

Clunes	  Playgroup	  Clunes	  Health	  Centre	  10-‐12pm	  every	  Wednesday	  
of	  school	  term.	  For	  parents/care	  givers	  and	  preschoolers	  to	  meet	  
and	  enjoy	  each	  other’s	  company.	  Enq.	  Ruth	  Kinnersly	  ph:	  5343	  4216.

Clunes	  Pre-‐School	  109	  Fraser	  St	  Taking	  enrolments	  for	  3	  &	  4	  y/olds	  
now.	  3	  y/olds	  (from	  Term	  2)	  Mon	  9-‐11.30,	  4	  y/olds	  Tue,	  Wed,	  Thur	  9-‐
2.	  Ph:	  5345	  3228	  email:	  clunes.district.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au.

Clunes	  Probus	  Club	  Meets	  every	  2nd	  Tuesday	  of	  the	  month	  at	  the	  
Clunes	  Town	  Hall	  at	  9.45am.	  Visitors	  most	  welcome.	  For	  informa@on	  
contact	  Barb	  Webb	  on	  ph	  5345	  3865	  or	  Barbara	  Fyfe	  ph	  5345	  3579.	  

Clunes	  RSL	  Sausage	  Sizzle	  and	  Devonshire	  Teas	  held	  on	  the	  second	  
Sunday	  of	  the	  month	  at	  the	  RSL,	  	  30	  Fraser	  St,	  from	  10am	  to	  2pm.	  

Clunes	  Saturday	  Netball	  Club	  Mee@ngs	  held	  at	  the	  Clunes	  Commu-‐
nity	  Centre,	  3rd	  Thursday	  of	  the	  month,	  7pm.

Clunes	  Senior	  Ci&zens	  Club	  Inc	  Further	  informa@on	  from	  the	  Secre-‐
tary,	  Eileen	  Bradsworth	  on	  5345	  4097.

Clunes	  Swap	  Shop	  99	  Bailey	  St.	  Pre-‐loved	  items.	  Dona@ons	  wel-‐
come.	  Enq:	  Andrew	  5345	  3853,	  or	  call	  in	  weekdays	  10-‐4,	  or	  Sat	  10-‐1.

Clunes	  Tourist	  &	  Development	  Associa&on	  7.30pm.	  3rd	  Monday,	  bi-‐
monthly	  at	  Clunes	  Community	  &	  Interpre@ve	  Centre.	  Next	  mee@ng	  
17.2.14.	  Everybody	  welcome	  from	  community	  &	  businesses.	  Enq.	  
Michael	  Cheshire	  0418500680

Clunes	  Writers’	  Group	  Meets	  2nd	  Monday	  at	  the	  Clunes	  Neighbour-‐
hood	  House.	  An	  informal	  friendly	  group,	  all	  are	  welcome	  including	  
those	  who	  would	  like	  to	  write.	  Contact	  Rhonda	  Fawce?	  5476	  6227.

Clunes	  Youth	  Group:	  Ac@vi@es	  for	  all	  age	  groups	  on	  this	  years	  re-‐
maining	  Sats,	  also	  on	  Tues	  and	  Thursdays	  at	  St	  Paul’s	  Church,	  Tem-‐
pleton	  St.	  Enq	  Ana	  Jones	  5345	  3969.

Crystal	  Meth	  Anonymous	  ‘Recovery	  Gold	  Mine’	  Meets	  every	  Friday	  
at	  7pm.	  at	  the	  Clunes	  Community	  &	  Interpre@ve	  Centre	  (CIC).	  This	  is	  
a	  12	  step	  support	  group	  for	  people	  in	  recovery	  from	  meth	  and	  other	  
drug	  addic@on.	  More	  informa@on	  please	  call	  Stu	  on	  0410	  324	  384

Goldfields	  Central	  Gold	  Prospec&ng	  Club.	  Meets	  3rd	  Wednesday	  of	  
each	  month	  7pm	  at	  the	  Na@onal	  Hotel.	  All	  interested	  people	  are	  
welcome.	  Darren	  Kamp	  0439	  453	  884.

Lee	  Medlyn	  Home	  of	  BoIles	  Management	  CommiIee	  Meets	  at	  the	  
Bo?le	  Museum,	  70	  Bailey	  Street	  Clunes	  on	  the	  first	  Wednesday	  of	  
the	  month	  at	  2pm.	  Visitors	  welcome.

Tourello	  Red	  Cross	  Meets	  first	  Thur	  of	  month,	  2pm	  at	  the	  RSL,	  Fraser	  
St.	  One	  of	  the	  oldest	  Red	  Cross	  branches.	  All	  welcome	  to	  join	  this	  
wonderful	  organisa@on	  and	  support	  your	  community	  membership.

Yoga	  Monday	  5.30	  Chair	  yoga	  &	  7pm	  Hatha.	  Weds	  4.15	  Hatha,	  5.30	  
Gentle	  &	  7pm	  Dynamic	  Hatha	  at	  the	  RSL,	  Fraser	  St.	  Everybody	  wel-‐
come.	  Call	  Lily	  for	  more	  info:	  0459	  138	  797.

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Free listing (up to 3 lines) for Clunes social and sporting groups. Items may be edited for space reasons. Information is supplied by community 
groups and published in good faith. Community groups can purchase additional display ads for half normal price. 

mailto:gamble@vic.australis.com.au
mailto:gamble@vic.australis.com.au
mailto:clunes.district.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
mailto:clunes.district.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

