
CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                                                        PAGE 1

CLUNES
COMMUNITY NEWS

MARCH 2016

Published monthly by the 
Clunes Tourist and 

Development Association Inc. 
PO Box 69 Clunes, Victoria 3370. 

clunesnewsletter@iinet.net   
Cost: Free

Australia Day. Walks. Pancakes and Awards 

Australia Day sunrise walk to the top of Mt Beckworth. Photo: Harry Newitt

By Linda Newitt

 Another wonderful gathering 
of community members and vis-
itors enjoyed the Australia Day 
evening barbecue and flag lowering  
ceremony in Collins Place. Around 
200 attended the event, which this 
year featured the band tenmen 
made up of musicians from the  
local district, including Talbot and  
Creswick, whose specially selected 
playlist of classic Aussie rock soon  
had people up dancing.
 The event was made possi-
ble by a grant from the Hepburn 
Shire Council, but of course could 
not happen without the generous  

support of local volunteers. A great 
group of around 12 people worked 
to erect the marquee, cook and 
serve the food, hand out programs 
and flags and help to keep the kids 
amused applying temporary tatoos. 
We are also grateful for the loan of 
a marquee from Creative Clunes 
and the additional barbecue pro-
vided by the RSL.
 This Australia Day communi-
ty barbecue traditionally has our 
Clunes Male and Female Citizens 
of the Year lowering the flags to 
mark the official end to the day’s  
local events, and this year Ali-
son Hull and Michael Cheshire  

performed the ceremony. Feder-
al Member for Ballarat, Cather-
ine King MP, and Hepburn Shire  
Mayor, Councillor Neil Newitt, 
were both in attendance and ad-
dressed the gathering. But mostly 
the event provided an opportunity 
to relax with family and friends and 
celebrate ‘community’ Clunes style. 

Sunrise Walk
By Helen Hardy

 A big thank you to all who 
came to the Australia Day  
Sunrise Breakfast walk. Over 120 
people made their way to the top 
of Mt Beckworth, with lots of  
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new faces, and many who had made the journey in  
previous years. 
 We had people from Melbourne who were stay-
ing at local accommodation and had done the walk 
the year before. There were aslo people from Mary-
borough, plus new residents to Clunes. 
 A group photo was taken under the Lollipop  
tree. Thanks to Harry Newitt for taking this photo. 
Since the walk I have seen some beautiful photos 
taken of the sunrise and the walk, on social media. 
 On return to the dam we had pancakes, coffee, 
tea and juice, and Mayor Neil Newitt raised the  
Australian flag and lead the crowd in singing the  
national anthem.  A big thank you to Graham Hardy  
for cooking the pancakes, also to John and Billie 
Drife for helping with the breakfast and Vera, Dot 
and Barb who stayed at the dam and helped with the 
serving of the pancakes. 
 In 2018 the lone pine Lollipop tree will be 100 
years old. Maybe then we could have a birthday cake 
at the top of Mt Beckworth as well.      

Stand Up and Speak Out! 
Words in Winter 2016 Poetry Slam - call for poets
by Lily Mason & Bob McKinnon

Calling all workers of words! This August for Words in 
Winter we'll be holding a poetry slam at an exciting 
venue to be announced.

A poetry slam is an event at which poets read or  
recite their original work. At the Clunes Words in  
Winter event, the performances will not be judged, just  
enjoyed. This is a space for everyone to have a go and 
have some fun. 

Haikus, limericks, sonnets or raps - all forms are  
welcome.

Please contact Bob if you're keen to take part or have 
any questions. Mobile: 0427 453 590.

 by Michael Cheshire - President

A Pleasant Place
 Many of us know that Clunes is named after Clunes in 
north-west Scotland. The meaning of Clunes is “a pleas-
ant place” or “resting place”. What better name would 
suit the good welcoming people of Clunes, Victoria!

 Since moving to Clunes about 17 years ago, I have 
been delighted at the way the community not only works 
together and volunteers for the betterment of all, but 
how we discuss issues and express various points of view. 
While it is encouraging to have different ideas, Clunes 
people come to a solution, better than anywhere else I 
know. Everyone will state their position strongly, but not 
rudely, at a meeting. However, when the vote is taken, 
they then get behind the democratically elected decision 
and get on with supporting and building a better, more 
liveable community.

 I continue to hear of other places where this does not 
occur, and the locals waste their valuable time continu-
ing to argue their point.

 So let us all celebrate our pleasant place, by continu-
ing to express our opinion, well presented while respect-
ing others, accept the democratic decision and contin-
ue to work with that peace love an harmony for which 
Clunes is noted. 
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Clunes Police Report
by Athol (Chaffs) Chaffey

 G’Day everyone, here's the Crime 
round up for the months of Decem-
ber and January.

•  Theft from motor vehicle – both front and rear 
number plates from a car that had broken down on 
the side of the Ballarat road.

• Burglary at the Catholic Church, nil stolen.

• Theft of jewellery from a business address.

• Burglary on a holiday house in McDonalds Road.

•  Burglary at a residential house in Service Street,  
offender disturbed by the house owner.

•  Criminal damage to a number of rubbish bins,  
damage caused by a black Holden ute.

•  An offender was charged with lighting fires during a 
fire restriction period.

•  An offender was charged with various driving  
offences as well as several drug offences following a  
collision on the Maryborough Road.

•  Two offenders (locals) processed for drink driving 
over the Xmas period.

Any information greatly appreciated.

 Again, no reported collisions in the immediate area 
during December and January.

 I am extremely happy to finally see the redesigned 
intersection of  Victoria and Suburban Street complet-
ed. There is now a stop sign for any traffic travelling 
along Suburban Street and Learmonth Road. Those of 
us who have lived here for any length of time know how 
dangerous this intersection can be, so please obey the 
stop sign. The Highway Patrol and I will be keeping an 
eye on driver behaviour at the intersection.

 Congratulations to the Freedom Riders, who  
organised the wonderful Mad Max reunion event in 
late January. Apart from a couple of idiots who left 
some rubber on the roadway, a very good weekend. I  
understand a lot of money was raised for the MS society.

 Until next newsletter, look after each other and stay 
safe … As I always say, I am YOUR local copper and 
can be contacted on station number 5345 3211, mobile 
number 0427 683 940, fax number 5345 3794 or email at 
athol.chaffey@police.vic.gov.au 

If you need police attendance for an emergency situa-
tion ALWAYS rings 000.    
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Working Bee Along the Creek
  Despite the heat, and thanks to some unexpected 
rainfall, the CLWG planting along the creek bank is 
continuing to thrive. We're also still working on our 
five year creek walk improvement plan, and hope to 
turn the area of heritage pear trees into an edible forest  
garden.  The trees are located near the steps to the old 
mine site and with some attention we hope they'll be 
providing fruit for many more years.

 Our next working bee is on Sunday, March 20, at 
9.30am, meeting at the footy club car park.  We'd love 
to see as many helpers there as possible, and we can 
find a job that's suitable for everyone, young or old.

Wesley Music Concerts
by Linda Newitt 

 Wesley at Clunes invites community members to 
enjoy a series of free music concerts to be performed by 
students in the Bluestone throughout the year.

 The first concert will be held on Friday, March 18, 
commencing at 1.30pm, with afternoon tea provided. 
The event will conclude at 3pm. The Bluestone is located 
at 14 Service Street.

 Please see the full list of dates below which you may 
like to save to your diary: Term 1 – Friday, March 18; 
Term 2 – Friday, June 3; Term 3 – Friday, September 2; 
Term 4 – Friday, November 25. 

RSVP to Linda on 5345 9334, or via email to clunes@
wesleycollege.net

Words in Winter Book Donations
by Lily Mason

 During April/May, I'll be holding a book sale to 
raise funds for the Words in Winter 2016 Festival at a 
place and time to be determined and advertised right 
here next month!  If you have books you would like to be  
relieved of, please contact me to arrange pick up/ delivery  
on 0459 138 797.

Creswick & District Community Bank® Branch and 
Clunes agency

Home loan deals.
At Bendigo Bank, it’s all about rewarding you with 
greater savings on your home loan, the more you 
choose to bank with us.

And for you, that could include saving $600 on 
home loan fees*.

So, consider a home loan from Australia’s most 
reputable bank (AMR Corporate Reputation Index 
2015).

Drop into your nearest branch at 1 Raglan Street, 
Creswick - 5345 1233 or Clunes Newsagency, 49 
Fraser Street, Clunes - 5345 3223 to fi nd out 
more about securing a home loan you can count 
on.

At Bendigo Bank, it’s all about rewarding you with 
greater savings on your home loan, the more you 

And for you, that could include saving $600 on 

So, consider a home loan from Australia’s most 
reputable bank (AMR Corporate Reputation Index 

Drop into your nearest branch at 1 Raglan Street, 

Ask us how to
save

on home loan fees*

$600

*Terms, conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. Full details available from www.bendigobank.com.au/homeloans.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. S53787-02 (289941_v1) (1/02/2016)



CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                                                        PAGE 5

Photography Tips for All
by Ann Jeffree 

 Great news! Donna Crebbin and Suzie Ward, who 
took some fabulous storm photos of Clunes recently,  
are coming back to present a talk to the Clunes Photog-
raphy Group and impart tips on night photography and  
lightning. They will also have cards and prints of their 
photos for sale. So pop it into your diaries now - third 
Sunday in March, 11am, Bottle Museum. All welcome, 
entry is free.

She'll be Apples - or Pears!
 Clunes primary school is gearing up for our 
annual tree drive. As part of the fundraising for  
2016 we are offering you the chance to purchase quality 
fruit trees direct from Valley Tree Nursery, Ardmona, at 
considerable savings.  

 A variety of fruiting, deciduous and ornamental 
trees will be available. The tree list and order forms will 
be available in April from the school office, the Top Shop 
and the Clunes Post Office.  

 Please place your order and payment with the school 
prior to Friday, May 20  Trees will be available for pick up 
from the school at the end of July.  Please contact the the 
school on (03) 5345 3182 if you have any queries. 

Former Free Lending Library
 You may have noticed the Former Free Lending 
Library (FFLL) at the corner of Bailey and Templeton 
Streets is looking very trim at the moment.

 Late last year, this historic Clunes icon suffered  
extensive damage by vandals to both its exterior and  
interior. Recently, the managing committee has been able 
to obtain funds that have covered the cost of work to clean 
up, clean out, and secure the building. Further work has 
also been completed to tidy the grounds surrounding it.

 The management committee is working towards 
further refurbishing of the FFLL, in line with current 
building regulations and other standards, so that it can 
be utilised to the benefit of Clunes residents. Inside, the 
building contains a large hall, toilets, one small and two 
large rooms. 

 Expressions of interest for the future use of the 
FFLL building are being sought from any individuals, 
groups or organisations. The Committee of Management 
meets on the third Thursday of each Month at 7 pm at 
the site.

Authorised by G Tierney, 1 Yarra St, Geelong. This material has been 
funded from Parliament’s Electorate Office & Communications budget.

Fundraising event 
for the Clunes 
Netball Club 
to assist with 
outdoor lighting 
for training and 
other purposes 
for community 
members

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Adults $40  Children 17 under Free

BBQ available from 6.00pm – 7.00pm
BYO picnic, snacks and drinks
Live Music from 6pm – 11pm
Children’s fun and games from 2.00pm
Camping available @ $5 per head

Email:  tjb.ullina@mbmail.com.au for 
for more info
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10th Anniversary  
Booktown Update
By Ailsa Brackley du Bois,   
Artistic Director

 Things are moving at a 
rate of knots. The program is  
fully booked in now, and we’re al-
most ready to roll. We had most 
traders, performers and speakers 
scheduled in by mid February. 
It’s been a big job, as the amount of acts we have this 
time are almost double what we had last year. 

 As this is the 10th anniversary, it’s a celebration of 
the achievements of our amazing volunteers and com-
munity members who have worked so very hard for ten 
years to get us all to where we are now. For this reason, 
I thought it was important to focus on our own Victo-
rian and Australian talent. We therefore have only one 
special guest from overseas: Linda Mannheim, a Lon-
don based fiction writer, who is contracted to teach at 
Monash during 1st Semester, so will be nearby anyway.

 We’re continuing with the established Festival 
strengths for author talks: politics, history, biography 
and literature, but we’re also expanding the repertoire 
into new areas such as travel, photography and panel dis-
cussions on topics such as ‘Writing for Teens’, ‘Emerging 
Authors Talk Place’ and ‘Booksellers are Authors too’. 
This year we’re not starting the talks until 11am to give 
people time to arrive and settle in. Make sure you check 
out the schedule and come to any talks that interest you 
– They are free for everyone inside the Festival zone, so 
it’s an opportunity far too good to miss.

 I wrote in the last newsletter about the four  
entrance points for the Festival. What I didn’t tell you 
is that we’re having two entrances at each location: one 
for VIPs, Media & 3370 Residents and the other as the 
General entry for out-of-towners. Just be sure to bring 
some ID that shows your name and your postcode, so 
the volunteers on the gate know to let you through.

 This will be a colourful Festival, with an expand-
ed Kids Village and greater content for teenagers. The 
main uncertainty we face this year, aside from the 
known unknown of weather, is whether or not trains 
will be coming into the Station, given the problems 
Vline are having with their wheels…  We’ll just have to 
wait and see, but for this reason we have scaled back 
the activities planned for The Station. But stay tuned – 
Things change all the time!

 To stay up to date with the latest, be sure to check: 
www.clunesbooktown.com.au/festival or follow face-
book, Pinterest, Instagram or Twitter using /clunes-
booktownMichael & Joy Cheshire, Mayor Cr Neil Newitt, Ken & Marg Gibson.

Australia Day Awards - 2016
 In line with tradition, a large number of Clunes 
people attended the Hepburn Shire Australia Day 
Awards. It seems when we walk in en masse you hear 
comments like, "Oh, here come the Clunes lot".
 Once the official proceedings were over we sat 
there in anticipation, with fingers crossed, as we had 
a number of nominations in. The first announcement 
was the Daylesford Rotary Awards, recognising a  
business and employees who give exemplary service and 
support their community.
 There was great excitement and hand-clapping in 
the room when the award was announced and went to 
 the Clunes Newsagency. Ken and Marg Gibson have  
been actively involved in the community for 21 years 
and support many local causes and groups. Their custom-
er service and friendliness is well known and respected. 
Both Ken and Marg accepted their award with pride and 
thanked the Clunes community for their support.
 Following on from this, Mayor Cr Neil Newitt 
came to announce Citizen of the Year. Mayor Newitt 
said the "2016 Award recipients are all well deserving. 
These awards acknowledge the hard work of volunteers 
and their diverse activities in our community."
 Another round of applause went up when our 
very own Michael Cheshire was named Citizen of 
the Year for the Hepburn Shire. As we are all aware,  
Michael has done many years of tireless volunteer work 
for groups in Clunes.
 Congratulations to Ken, Marg and Michael on  
being recognised. Well deserved!
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Neighbourly Natter
 Do you ever wonder what it is that makes a good 
neighbourhood? It would come as no surprise that this is 
a question Clunes Neighbourhood House thinks about 
a lot. We do it because knowing, assisting and contrib-
uting to our neighbourhood is what a Neighbourhood 
House is all about. Recently we’ve been doing it because 
the Regional Arts Council of Victoria, Small Towns 
Transformation grant discussions have been a chance to 
really explore in depth the ideas and needs identified 
through past community planning discussions (such as 
the Clunes Community Plan, the Open Spaces Strate-
gy – see www.hepburn.vic.gov.au). Already these discus-
sions have sparked parallel opportunities, where people 
are starting to say, “Well, we can’t do everything in the 
one RAV grant, and there are so many great ideas here.  
How do we make them happen in other ways?”

 What does this have to do with what makes a good 
neighbourhood?  Richard Florida, author of the ‘The 
Rise of the Creative Class’ and one of the world’s best 
known urban theorists says it’s these types of conversa-
tions, and their outcomes, that makes a neighbourhood 
not only good – but great.

 Here are just a few of his theories that really say 
something about Clunes: 

 Low crime rates, schools and employment 
are typically seen as aspects of a good neigh-
bourhood (and they are), but its emotional  
attachment to where you live that’s important.    
Florida argues that this comes from two factors.  One 
is that it is a community that is fair, treating everyone 
equally (culturally diverse groups, low-income people, 
young people, old people, families, businesses, entre-
preneurs, artists).   At Clunes Neighbourhood House 
we see how Clunes does this everyday.  Secondly, it’s a 
community that values places; rich in history, preserving 
its architecture and open spaces.  He argues this is the 
most important factor of all.  No smiling.  We all know 
in Clunes, aesthetic character is a given.

 It’s all in the blend.  
Diversity is often talked about as important, and it is 
because difference is a driver for equality and creativity.  
However, Florida also argues that it’s the mix of new and 

old that creates the real glue.  People local to the district 
know the history and why a neighbourhood works the 
way it does, while people new to town come wanting to 
become a part of it, and make their contribution as well.   
Having a community that nurtures this blend is what 
makes a neighbourhood lively and interesting, as well as 
resilient in times of difficulty.

 Ultimately it’s how places help us interact 
Florida says lots of other things about what makes a 
good neighbourhood, but ultimately for him it’s about 
relationships.  Some relationships are fluid or momen-
tary.  Others are longstanding.  Some are practical, like 
buying local, while others are about play and tourism.    
But whatever they are about, “… it’s the places that 
enable relationships to form that are the places 
that do better.” (Price, A.  You are where you live: 
what makes a perfect neighbourhood. April, 2010. www.
good.is).  

Lana de Kort, Co-ordinator

WELDING
 The Welding Program have nearly finished the trail-
er they have all been diligently constructing under Bob 
McKinnon’s tutelage. It looks fantastic!

 There are two more sessions scheduled this term – 
Wednesday 17th February and Wednesday 2nd March. 
Please let CNH office know if you will attend. The Weld-
ing Program will then be taking a break for a few months 
with the intent to repackage the offering for wider  
participation.  If you have any ideas don’t hesitate to let 
us know.

 If  YOU are interested in learning how to safely apply 
the different welding techniques, please call the CNH 
office on 5245 4078 and register your expression of  
interest – you will be contacted prior to the next offer-
ing commencing.

PUPPY TRAINING
 We don’t have quite enough four-legged participants 
and their ‘parents’ yet, but if you are interested please 
contact us and this will be going ahead. It may have even 
started by the time you are reading this, so don’t hesi-
tate to give us a call on 53454078. Costs are still being 
finalised.
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GRAPHIC DESIGN USING FREE-WARE 
 Are there times you need a great looking brochure, 
flyer or social media image but don’t have the time or 
money to work out how to create one? The availabili-
ty of so many great free-ware options means this isn’t 
as hard as you’d think. These workshops will explore  
different options, share tricks of the trade, and tap 
into industry expertise.  At the end you’ll know how to  
create your own materials; as well as when it’s best to 
call in the professionals!

 Ideal for community organisations, local businesses, 
sole traders, or people just interested in creating. 
When?  3 week Workshop, starting Monday 11th April 
to 25th April from 6pm – 8pm.
Where?  At Clunes Neighbourhood House
How Much?  Members: $30 for full workshop;  
Non – Members: $35 for full workshop
Book: Call Clunes Neighbourhood House on 5345 4078
Numbers limited to 15 participants so please book fast!
Sponsored by local printer, Western Digital Printing.

WORM FARM AT THE MARKET
 As you know, Hepburn Shire Council has partnered 
with Neighbourhood Houses to assist with the distribu-
tion of heavily discounted Worm Farms and Compost 
Bins so that local residents can reduce the amount of  
organic waste sent to landfill. To purchase a Com-
post Bin ($20) or Worm Farm ($40) (complete with  
1000 worms!) we will be selling them at the Clunes 
Neighbourhood House pop up shop during the March 
Farmers market.  
 More importantly though, we’ll be featuring a  

special guest who knows all things Worm! Discover how 
to get your worm farm up and running, so both your 
worms and your garden thrive.
When?  Sunday 13th March 2016, 10.30am – 11.00am
Where?  At the Farmers Market - come and get your 
fresh produce at the same time!
How Much?  Free
Book: Call Clunes Neighbourhood House on 5345 4078

WORK IT!
 Clunes Neighbourhood House, supported by Hep-
burn Health, has established a small clothing library for 
locals looking for good quality clothes for job interviews 
and official appointments.  
 We are about to start a clothing drive to grow our 
library and we are looking for donations of quality busi-
ness attire and shoes for men and women in a range of 
sizes.  If you are bored this weekend, browse through 
your wardrobe!  
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POTTERY
 There has been interest in establishing a regular Pot-
tery Program.  We are currently finalising the details but 
if you are keen, please call us on 5345 4078.  If you have 
been a Potter in a past life and have a spare wheel at 
home that is in good order and you like to donate, then 
we’d love to speak to you as well!

BURLESQUE – BACK BY POPULAR  
DEMAND
When?  Wednesday, 7.00pm – 8.30pm 
Where?  At the Warehouse
How Much?  Members: $12 per class 
or $85 full term in advance; Non-Mem-
bers: $15 per class or $95 full term in advance. 
Book: Call Clunes Neighbourhood House on 5345 4078

 Keep an eye out for our Burlesque fundraiser this 
winter! 

Regular Activity Program

FOR THE KIDS
CLUNES TUTORING PROGRAM

Every Wednesday,  
4pm – 6pm (ex.Holidays)

Clunes Neighbourhood 
House

FOR EVERYONE
CLUNES OPEN HOUSE DINNERS

Every Tuesday 
6pm – 7.30pm

Town Hall,  
Supper Room

CLUNES COMMUNITY LUNCHES

Every Tuesday fortnight, 
12.30pm – 2pm
Find it hard to remember 
which fortnight?  
16th February, 1st March,  
12th March … and so on!

Town Hall,  
Supper Room

YOGA/PILATES

Every Monday, 7pm The Warehouse

BALLET

Every Tuesday, 
Juniors 4.30 – 5.15pm,  
Seniors 5.30 – 6.30pm

Clunes Neighbourhood 
House

CLUNES CARD PLAYING GROUP

Every Thursday,  
3pm – 5pm

Clunes Neighbourhood 
House

WRITERS GROUP

First Monday of the 
month, 3pm – 5pm

RSL, Fraser Street

MEN’S SHED

Every Monday and  
Wednesday, 10am – 12pm

Men’s Shed,  
18 Alliance Street

WOODWORK FOR WOMEN

Every Thursday,  
1pm – 3pm

Men’s Shed,  
18 Alliance Street

WELDING CLASSES

See information on 
page 7.

Men’s Shed,  
18 Alliance Street

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Every Wednesday and 
Friday, 10am – 2pm

Community Garden,  
18 Alliance Street
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There’s so much on offer…
Our friendly staff and volunteers are always on hand  

to lend assistance.
Save yourself the drive to Ballarat by using 

our computer & printer services

About Clunes Neighbourhood House
' 5345 4078   � Monday - Friday, 9.00am to 3.00pm
     Co-ordinator:  co-ordinator@clunesnh.org 

 70 Bailey St, Clunes, 3370 (Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles)

 Send/receive emails
 Online Banking
 Shopping & eBay 
 Printing Service
 Document Scanning
 A4  Laminating

  Training Courses &  
Workshops

 Edit & Print Photos
 Download Information
 Meeting Room Hire

Anyone over 50 years old gets free internet  
access at Clunes Neighbourhood House via the 

Broadband for Seniors initiative.  
Come in anytime we’ll help you get started.

 Volunteering and Tutors  
A community-based Committee of Management manages 
Clunes Neighbourhood House Inc. If you have a suggestion for 
a course or workshop, let us know and we will try to find a 
tutor and publicise it. We welcome new tutors and volunteers, 
please ring us for a chat.
       Payment for courses
Your place cannot be guaranteed until the fee is paid in  
advance and an enrolment form is filled out. Weekly payments are  
available by special arrangement. Receipts issued. Courses will 
only run if there is sufficient demand. Note:  Most classes need 
a minimum of 5 people to go ahead.
              Privacy Policy
Clunes Neighbourhood House Inc respects the right for infor-
mation privacy. Information collected and held on learners and/
or tutors is stored in accordance with information privacy laws.

Clunes Neighbourhood House Inc acknowledges the support  
of the Victorian Government.   
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The Fire Season is Not over Yet
A message from the   
Clunes Fire Brigade

 The Fire Season is 
not over yet. Don’t let 
the time of year fool 
you into thinking that 
it is over. The Dereel 
Fire in 2013 was in late 
March. Fire Restrictions  
remain in force until 
May 1, or until otherwise notified. The Clunes Fire  
Brigade urges all of the community to remain vigilant 
with regard to fire. If you are unsure what you can or 
can't do with regard to the lighting of fires, contact the 
Victorian Bushfire Information Line on 1800 240 667, 
or members of the brigade in Fraser Street on Saturday 
mornings from 9.00 am to midday.

  From December 1, 2015, until February 1, 2016, the 
Clunes Fire Brigade has attended 15 fire calls. Ten of 
these were within the brigade boundary. The majority 
of these call-outs were of a minor nature.  The remain-
ing five call-outs were to support neighbouring bri-
gades. Members of the brigade also assisted with the 
Scotsburn and Adelaide Hills fires. 

   Clunes Fire Brigade, A Fully Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade Serving Clunes and District since 1864.

Clunes RSL on the Hunt 

by Betty Duncan. 

 The Clunes RSL Annual General Meeting was held 
on Wednesday,  February 10. President Norm Shearer  
congratulated members on a busy and successful year. 

 Norm thanked the workers who provide the  
sausage sizzle and Devonshire teas each month as part 
of the Clunes Farmers Market, and also during the 
Book Town weekend. These events are organised by the 
Women’s Auxiliary, and are now the main fundraising 
efforts for the Sub-Branch, as well as being happy social 
occasions.

  Office bearers for 2016 were elected – President: 
Norm Shearer; Vice President: Bill Groome; Vice Presi-
dent Affiliate: Ugo Loiacono; Treasurer: Rob Anderson; 
Acting Secretary: Betty Duncan; Appeals Officer: Betty 
Duncan; and Welfare Officer: Jack Higgins. 

 Reg Kinnersly retired as Treasurer and Secretary, 
and Betty Duncan also announced her retirement. 
As her position was not filled at the meeting, she will  
continue as acting secretary until a replacement is 
elected.

 The RSL is now looking to the wider community 
to see if there is a volunteer who thinks he or she would 
like to be involved with the RSL as secretary. Clunes 
RSL is a small traditional (non-licenced) sub-branch of 
the RSL. Unlike many smaller sub-branches, it is finan-
cially sound, and has an active, if aging, membership.

 The person we are looking for should have  
organisational abililty, an interest in the veteran  
community, both in the welfare of veterans and the his-
tory of the services, commitment to the principles of 
the RSL, basic computer skills, ability to work as a team 
member, and the desire to contribute to the community 
as a volunteer. 

 If you would like to know more about what this  
position entails, please contact President Norm Shearer 
53453786, or Acting Secretary Betty Duncan 5345 3104. 
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INSPIRING PEOPLE:  
Steven Hill - Future Olympian?
By Judy Burn

 Most of us follow the 
Olympic Games, but proba-
bly not many of us know any 
Olympic competitors. But 
Clunes may soon have its 
own Olympian: Steven Hill.   
Steven is traveling to Germa-
ny at the end of February to 
take part in show jumping trials, and he will be there 
for four months. We really hope he makes it on to  
Australia’s Olympic Team, but even if he doesn’t, what 
he is attempting is a real feat.

 At 27, an age at which many young people are still 
trying to work out what to do with their lives, Steven 
has it sorted. He has a secure position as manager of 
the local IGA, and is also a qualified bricklayer. He has 
a loving and supportive family – wife Amanda and a 
young daughter, plus a step-daughter, and his own home. 
He is very successful in following his passion of show  
jumping, and has been able to pursue this great interest 
without it compromising his roles of husband, father 
and bread-winner.

 With his horse, Yallambi’s Bellini Star,  Steven 
has won many prizes over their six year partnership,  
including five first places in seven events over the past  
12 months.  He was invited by the chairman of the Olym-
pic selection panel to try for the 2016 Olympic Games 
in Brazil.  Just to be asked is an honour and a good  
indicator that Steven has a very real chance of success.

 Steven will compete in a number of qualifying 
shows in his attempt to make the “Shadow Squad” – 
the first step towards Olympic selection. This squad 
of eight is selected at the beginning of May, and at the  
beginning of July the final team of four, plus one reserve, 
is selected.  People from all over Australia will compete.  
Obviously it takes a great deal of commitment to go and 
live in Europe for four months. Fortunately for Steven, 
his wife supports him totally in his efforts, and he is 
grateful also for the support of his mother, Dianne, and 
of the Clunes community.  It will cost at least $150,000 
for Steven to launch his bid for the Olympic Games. He 
has raised about half of that through sponsorship, but 
still needs more funds.

 And let us not forget the horse in all of this.  
Yallambi’s Bellini Star is a 10-year-old mare who has been 
with Steven for six years. Imagine the closeness there 
needs to be between horse and rider to achieve the lev-
el required for Olympic competition. Both horse and 
rider need skill, speed, strength, precision, confidence 

and endurance. They need to have a rapport which gives 
perfect synchronisation of their movements. Over 13 to 
13 jumps on each course, horse and rider must act as 
one. Each mistake – even knocking over a small part of 
an obstacle, or the horse refusing a jump – incurs penal-
ties, and, of course, competition is strong.

 Yallambi’s Bellini Star will travel to Europe with 
Steven in a cargo plane, a journey that takes 36 to 40 
hours. Steven will need to attend closely to the mare – 
feeding, cleaning up, and reassuring her.  That in itself 
is quite a feat, in the small space afforded on a plane.

 Steven feels he has a very good chance of mak-
ing the Olympic Games.  But whether or not he wins 
a medal or even makes the Olympic team we should 
feel proud that one of our young men in Clunes has the 
courage to pursue such a dream.

Sahm Keily 
Graphic Design | Print | Images

p: 0407 316 541  |  e: sahm@mmnet.com.au
     sahm keily graphic designer

Working harmoniously in support of the concept
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NOTES FROM THE PAST
Articles from the Clunes Guardian and Gazette March 1896.

 Sergeant Armstrong, of Clunes, is in charge of 
the police operations in connection with the Talbot  
outrage. He has been continuously engaged in the work 
of directing the pursuit of and search for the would- 
be- homicide since Friday morning last, when the crime 
was committed, and its perpetration notified to the 
various police stations. It is admitted that most of the 
country towns, as well as Talbot, are under manned in 
the matter of police protection, and Clunes is among 
the number. Whilst Talbot has the Sergeant’s services,w 
Clunes is suffering proportionately from the added lack 
of police supervision induced by his absence.

PLUMBING INSPECTIONS
The vibration of the drilling and truck movement can be very 
damaging to the environment of the town and the ground surface 
and surrounds.
In order to prove the current position and condition and state of your  
underground pipes and sewer systems and under house pipes and 
condition of fixtures, you need to get an independent plumbing 
inspection conducted which will have a written report and CD or USB 
footage included.
I do not do plumbing repairs so will not try to drum up business for my self.
I am very experienced with over 29 years in the industry including 
teaching at Fed Uni in Ballarat.
My specialised inspection will cover underground  
sewer and storm water inspection using CCTV  
and water and gas inspection.
These are the main components that are  
underground that can be damaged due to  
movement.
I am conducting plumbing inspections  in Clunes  
for the next 6 months to ensure residents have all  
the ammunition that they may require in order to 
 help prove the condition of your plumbing NOW,  
compared to 6 or 12 months down the track.

Please visit my web site for full information:
www.plumbinginspectionreport.com 
email cpireport@outlook.com 
Ph: 0448 026 041 or 5331 1952 
Call for a chat and quote | Peter Batchelor

Gas leak in pipe

Image courtesy National Library of Victoria.
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Fishing Tales
by Helen Hardy

 Many members 
have been fishing over 
the summer break, 
catching redfin and 
trout at Tullaroop, flat-
head and small snap-
per (pinkies) at Port 
Phillip Bay, and a nice 
yellowbelly at Cairn 
Curran. 
 On the second 
weekend of February, 
the Clunes Angling 
Club competed in the Ballarat District Angling Asso-
ciation (BDAA) Comp at Lake Fyans. They were well 
represented with 22 members making up seven teams. 
All teams were lucky enough to catch fish. 
 The team made up of Graham, Neil, Ray and 
Mark came in third with an impressive bag of trout and 
redfin weighing in at nine kilos, gutted and gilled. Last 
year this same team took out the competition. Better 
luck next year, boys. 

SPORTS NEWS

Ian (Macca) Macfarlane with two 
redfin caught at Tullaroop 

 Kaye Goodman won the ladies' section, weighing in 
a 415 gram redfin. Kyle Harrison caught the heaviest fish 
out of the Clunes juniors, with a 685 gram rainbow trout. 
Spiro Pierratos caught the heaviest fish over all for Clunes 
,with a 1.14 kilo brown trout. All had a great weekend.
 Next comps: March 19-20 Bay comp;  
April 23-24 Murray trip comp, Cohuna/Nursery Bend 2. 
Next Meeting: Monday, March 7 at 7.30pm

Clunes Field and Game Results
by Lynne Jones

 Clunes FGA continues to attract excellent  
numbers to their monthly events with 112 shooters  
attending the February event. Congratulations to  
Matthew Libbis and Robert Hall who both shot a 25/25.
 Results: High Gun- OTG: F Vella 70/75.  
AA Grade: R Hall 73, M Libbis 71, L Raine 69.  
A Grade: M Collins 72, D Skrokov 70, M Hannah 68.  
B Grade: H Omer 71, P Keirl 69, P Wood 68.  
C Grade: D Edwin 79, M Polson 76, M Hogan 74.  
Veterans: J Johns 67, F Doblie 66, T White 65.  
Ladies: F Morey 64, M Aldridge 61.  
Junior: C Croitti 70, J Curran 65.  
Sub-Junior: B Morey 69, L Moran 65.
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All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January.  
New members most welcome. Contact Secretary: Martin Jones, 0418 
103 722 or martin.jones2@bigpond.com.

Anglican Church St Paul's, Templeton St. Eucharist for all ages @ 11 am 
on 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month, followed by a bring & share lun-
cheon. All welcome. Enq: Ryan Bennett 0422 864 108 or 5345 2060, 
email: bennettr@7mail.com for baptisms, weddings & funerals.

Carpet Bowls Indoors at Clunes Senior Citizens Hall. Each Weds and 
Saturday from 1.40pm. New members welcome. Come along for a fun 
afternoon. Enq: Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097. 

Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 3rd Thur of month from 
Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before Show & Thur after. President-Mal-
colm Hull contact 5345 3037; Secretary-Barb Adam 5345 3042. 
Homecrafts-Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website www.show.clunes.org

Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Weds 7.30pm at 
the Young Farmers club rooms at the show grounds. A friendly, social 
environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact Jenny 0400 613 153. 

Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each 
month 7.30pm, old SMB building behind Clunes Mechanical Repairs.

Clunes Artists’ Group Meets on the 2nd Saturday each month, 
11.30am at the Bottle Museum, to mingle, discuss art and promote 
artistic opportunities in Clunes and the region. To learn more or get 
involved, contact: Jo Rye (Secretary), 0434866725 or Lorna Fitzpat-
rick, 0403555063.

Clunes Badminton Club Inc For further info ph: Billie Drife 5343 4233. 
Competition runs at the Clunes Sporting Complex, 7.30pm. All levels 
and ages from secondary school to veterans welcome. 

Clunes Bowling Club Enq: Jason Ryan: 5345 3648 or 0409 453 642.

Clunes Book Club Enquiries Roma ph: 5345 4037. Book club meets 
7.30pm on the 2nd Thursday of the month at the RSL.

Clunes Card Playing Group Every Thurs at Neighbourhood 
House, from 3pm. Games usually euchre or 500. Cost $2 per session. 
New players welcome. Enq: Judy 5345 3342 / 0408 088 119.

Clunes Community Garden Alliance St. Open 10am Mon & Wed. 
Contact Clunes Neighbourhood House 5345 4078 or Stephen  
Arrowsmith 0429 709 720. 

Clunes Country Women’s Association Welcomes women of all ages. 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 9.30am,  
followed by a shared lunch and craft. Come along for a cuppa and 
share your skills & knowledge. Enq Anastasia Jones 53453969 or Bre-
anna Welsby 0402536836

Clunes Field & Game Enquiries to Eric 5345 3571. 

Clunes Fitness Through Awareness Combining pilates, yoga and  
meditation. Monday's, 7pm at The Warehouse. Enquiries to Lily on 
0459 138 797 or Christine on 0417 336 378.

Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq: Chris Hill 0428 453 808/  
Kath Milne 0448453665/Email clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.

Clunes Garden Club Meeting Mon 7 March 1.30pm, at Senior Citizens 
Rooms. Garden Q & A Round table sharing Questions/Frustrations/Suc-
cesses/Contacts related to your Gardening experiences. This will also 
be a trade and fundraising day. Members bring a small plate for after-
noon tea. Visitors and new members welcome. Meeting Mon 4 April 
Anticipated excursion, still to be finalised.Enquiries Jill 0438 640 431

Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Kevin Steart 5345 3127 
or Laurie Lees 5345 3034. Course: 18 holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all 

year round play. Non members $5 green fees for 18 holes. Under 16 
free! Wednesday is 50+ (younger players welcome).

Clunes Landcare and Waterways group. Meets on 4th Thurs of 
month at the Angling Club. Contact Chris O’Donnell 0408034017 for 
more info.

Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to  
Collins Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm, Wed & Fri 10am-4pm, 
Sat 10am-3pm, Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.

Clunes Men’s Shed Now open from 10am Mondays & Wednesdays at 
the Community Gardens site, 18 Alliance St. A safe and friendly space 
for men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq: Vaughan 0419430250.

Clunes Museum is seeking more volunteers to help catalogue the 
Museum Collection, in the Museum Workshop, from 10am each 
Thursday. Committee meeting every second Thursday 10am at the 
Ulumbarra Gallery in the Warehouse. 5345 3592

Clunes Neighbourhood House Inc Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey St. Ph: 
5345 4078 Email: admin@clunesnh.org. Open 9am to 3pm, Tuesdays 
to Fridays. Internet & printing. Free internet to over 55s. Gallery avail-
able for hire for meetings and events.

Clunes Photography Group We meet every third Sunday, 11am, at 
the Bottle Museum Gallery. Optional monthly themes to shoot to are 
available on our facebook page at clunesphotographygroup. All wel-
come!

Clunes Playgroup Meets Clunes Health Centre Wed 10am-12pm term 
time (except 3rd Wed of month - Clunes Library 10.30am storytime). 
For parents/caregivers & pre-schoolers to enjoy each others’ compa-
ny. Enq. Roxy Weston 0477 182 905.

Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Any enquiries please phone 5345 
3228 or email: clunes.district.kin@ kindergarten.vic.gov.au.

Clunes Probus Club Meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the 
Clunes Town Hall at 9.45am. Visitors most welcome. For information 
contact Barb Webb on ph 5345 3865 or Barbara Fyfe ph 5345 3579. 

Clunes RSL Sausage Sizzle and Devonshire Teas held on the second 
Sunday of the month at the RSL,  30 Fraser St, from 10am to 2pm. 

Clunes Senior Citizens Club Inc Further information from the Secre-
tary, Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.

Clunes Tourist & Development Association 7.30pm 3rd Monday ev-
ery even month at The Warehouse. Everyone welcome from com-
munity & business. Enq: Michael Cheshire 0418500680 or jp33@
bigpond.com.

Clunes Writers’ Group meets 2nd Monday each month (exc January) 
1 - 3pm at RSL, 30 Fraser St, please use the side entrance. All who 
would like to write are welcome. Contact Rhonda 5476 6227.

Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown fes-
tival and monthly Sunday Selection author talks. Volunteers always 
welcome for festivals or other events. Contact us on 5345 3947. 

Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets at the 
Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey Street Clunes on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.

Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school 
terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq Lana 0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.

Tourello Red Cross Meets first Thur of month, 2pm at the RSL, Fras-
er St. One of the oldest Red Cross branches. All welcome to join this 
wonderful organisation and support your community membership.

COMMUNITY GROUPS
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