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Get Your Boots On, Head For The Market 
In Limbo had visitors dancing in the street at the March Farmers' Market.

continues on page 2

By Leanne Kamp

 The Clunes Farmers' Market and the Clunes  
Makers' Market are quickly becoming 'must do' events 
on the second Sunday of each month. These dynamic 
markets have big plans for the future. 

 The organisers are very much about supporting 
the businesses and community groups in the town, 
and several community organisations benefit regularly 
from the markets, including the RSL, Clunes Primary 
School and the Clunes Football Club. If your commu-
nity group would like to have a produce stall at the 
events, then please contact us on 0439 717 006.

 The Clunes Farmers' Market has achieved the holy 
grail of Victorian Farmers' Market accreditation, which 
is the highest accolade of quality that a fresh produce 
market can be given. Congratulations to everybody  
who helped to make this happen. It is a fantastic 
achievement.

 The Shire of Hepburn have been very supportive 
of the markets throughout. There is a lot of work done 
behind the scenes to bring you a market each month, 
including traffic management, stallholder procure-
ment and retention, marketing, budgeting, entertain-
ment, grant writing, liaising with traders, stallholders, 
consumers, and business and licensing bodies.

 The move along Fraser Street for the March  
market was well received by the traders at the  
Templeton Street end. The band "In Limbo" was a  
resounding success, with many market-goers singing  
and dancing in the street. The amazing Doug Jeffreys  
and his band were absolute superstars, and the market  
will definitely be asking them back again. 

 There are some very high quality and unique 
brands featured at the Farmers' Market. One of these is 
Pink Muesli, the darling of the foodie set. Pink Muesli 
chose the Clunes Farmers Market to launch their new 
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CTDA NEWS
 by Michael Cheshire - President

Around the Town
 I was delighted to be asked to assist with the change-
over of the executive and position holders at the Clunes 
Probus recently. A nearly 50 strong membership, Probus 
is flourishing due to the very well run variety of activi-
ties for their members. When some of us pass the age of 
vanity, we need to engage in activities to keep the brain 
working and Probus certainly does that while providing 
great social events. You may like to find out more by 
making contact – the details are on the back page with 
all the other groups and clubs in Clunes.

 This reminds me that the footy season is about to 
get underway and our own Clunes Football Club will 
be kicking off with great enthusiasm for a great season 
ahead. Give them support by buying a season ticket – 
details and contacts again are on the back page.

 Nice to see that the new Head of Campus at  
Wesley, Ben Marsland, is settling in well. He has been 
joined by a number of new staff members to Clunes. We 
wish them a great stay while in Clunes. Keep an eye out 
for the music events which Wesley have kindly invited 
the community to attend.

 With our cafes and wine bars in Clunes, autumn is 
a wonderful time to be out there, catching up with the 
good people of Clunes and enjoying life. Get out there 
and enjoy!

product in March - Pink Muesli with cinnamon, carrot 
apple and raisin. If you haven't yet had a taste test, get 
yourself down to the April event to try this amazing 
product.

 We have introduced a free raffle ticket upon entry 
and the gold coin donation. This goes into the draw  
for a fresh produce prize full of items donated by the 
stallholders. The happy winner for March was Julia 
from Melbourne. 

 The Clunes Neighbourhood House, in  
collaboration with Hepburn Shire, ran an educational  
seminar called All Things Worms at the March market.  
Everybody left this event much wiser about how to set 
up and manage a worm farm to reduce organic waste 
and keep gardens happy.

 The April Farmers' Market will be celebrating a 
nationwide event called Boots for Change. This was 
originally started last year up by some schoolgirls 
who saw their farming parents suffering through a 
drought. Boots for Change focusses attention on fresh  
produce bought directly from the farmer for 
a fair price. The Boots for Change event will  
run at the April market, assisted by the folk from the 
Neighbourhood House. 

 There is a big celebration planned for the Clunes 
Farmers Market's first birthday. So, come on down and 
help us celebrate. You may even be lucky enough to 
share in the birthday cake.

 Finally, a big thank you to the Clunes people for 
the incredible amount of support from the locals that 
we get both in market attendance and volunteering.

continued from  page 1
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It Takes a Village ... 
by Lily Mason

 Tim and I would like to say a huge thank you to 
the community of Clunes for the way its welcomed our  
little Meg: Clunes' newest citizen. We are so grateful for 
all the love, wishes, cards and gifts you have sent her way. 
What a remarkable town we live in, I can't imagine such a  
welcome happening anywhere else!

Words in Winter Book Donations
by Lily Mason
 During April/May, I'll be holding a book sale 
to raise funds for the Words in Winter 2016 Festival 
at a place and time to be determined and advertised  
right here next month!  If you have books you would 
like to be relieved of, please contact me to arrange  
pick up/delivery on 0459 138 797. 

The Market's On, Snags Aplenty
by Leanne Kamp 

 On the second Sunday of every month, the Clunes 
Farmers’ Market brings locals and vistors alike to Fraser St 
to enjoy a lovely selection of regional fresh produce.

 The occasion also provides an important platform for 
a much-loved fund-raising activity by the local sub-branch 
of the RSL. Every market day volunteers from the branch 
set up a barbecue on the street and sell delicious sausages 
in bread. Indeed, the RSL sausage sellers have been happi-
ly raising money for many years – easily predating the more 
recent influx of farmers and vegetable growers. 

 This month the RSL in particular and the market 
in general will be supporting the spirit of the Anzacs – so 
buying a hot snag could well be considered a patriotic act. 
The market takes place on April 10, kicking off at 9am and 
winding up at 1pm. Enquiries: 0439 717 006.

Lily and Tim with Meg. Photo: Jayne Newgreen
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New Bendigo Branch Manager
We are very excited to 
welcome our new branch  
manager John Darke 
to the Creswick &  
District Community 
Bank Branch. John has 
extensive experience 
within the financial  
industry and has joined 
us from VicState Sav-
ings & Loans where he 
was the Manager for 
five years. We look for-
ward to working with 
John and wish him all the best for his new venture with  
the Creswick & District Community Bank Branch

We encourage members of the community to join us 
on the 25th May 2016 to celebrate the Creswick &  
District Community Banks® 9th birthday and to also 
welcome our new Manager, John Darke to his role. 

Tourello Red Cross Calling 
by Janet Harrison

 The Tourello Red 
Cross raffle on Saturday 
March 12 was a great sucess, 
raising over $500 includ-
ing donations to send to 
headquaters. There were 18 
buckets of groceries, fruit,  
vegetables,wine, a $100 dinner 
voucher, cake and a coffee maker all donated by members 
and friends. Our next meeting will be held on July 2 at the  
Senior Citizens Hall with a guest speaker from The 
Stroke Foundation. Why not come along. It may save 
your life. 

Clunes Senior Citizens Club 
 The Clunes Senior Citizens Club will be hold-
ing a fundraising dinner on Saturday May 28 at 6pm 
for a 6.30pm start. Casseroles and sweets will be 
on the menu, BYO drinks. $10 per person. Raffle  
tickets will be sold on the night for $1. Please dress 
up for the occasion. Proceeds will be donated to the  
Cancer Council Victoria. 

 If you are interesting in attending please notify  
Eillen Bradsworth by May 21 on  5345 4097. 

Terms, conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. Full details available on application. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/
Australian Credit Licence 237879. ^Based on excess repayment figures since 2012.*As ranked by AMR Corporate Reputation Index 2015. The 60 companies 
included in the Reputation Index are sourced from the IBIS World Top 1000 Company list. The Reputation Index collates insight direct from consumers, and does 
not rely on any information provided by the companies being studied. S52650-12 (295777_v1) (8/03/2016)

Creswick & District Community Bank® Branch and 
Clunes agency

Bendigo Home Loans.
A fresh start is the start of 
something bigger.
While you’re having your cuppa, ask yourself; “Can I do better 
with my home loan?”

Bendigo Bank customers are paying off their home loans at a 
record rate^.

So, consider a home loan from Australia’s most 
reputable bank.

Drop into your nearest branch at 1 Raglan Street, 
Creswick - 5345 1233 or Clunes Newsagency, 49 Fraser 
Street, Clunes - 5345 3223 to find out more.
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Booktown Month Upon Us
By Ailsa Brackley du Bois,   
Artistic Director

 Booktown's festival schedule and entertainment pro-
gram are now available online, at www.clunesbooktown.
com.au/festival! The festival takes place on Saturday 30 
April and Sunday 1 May.
 You should hopefully all know by now that we are 
honoured to have two very special guests joining us for 
the weekend: Anna Bligh and Stan Grant. Anna was 
the Premier of Queensland from 2007 to 2012. Stan 
is an accomplished journalist and correspondent for 
Sky News Australia and NITV. Both will be discussing 
their new books in the St Thomas Aquinas Church, the  
biggest space we have available. We expect that they 
will attract quite a crowd.
 There will be a lot going on during Booktown. 
At 3pm each day there will be speakers at St Thomas 
Aquinas Church, the Warehouse, the National Hotel, 
and the Kids' Village Marquee. We've worked hard to  
ensure there is something for everybody, and different 
audiences have options that do not directly compete 
with each other. But at the end of the day, or the weekend  
in this case, we're sure there’ll be lots of constructive 
feedback for us to keep in mind for next year!
 We have more than doubled the size of the speaker,  
entertainment and activity options for this year. We 
realise this may not be desirable or sustainable for future 
years, but we felt it was a good opportunity to recognise 
and showcase local talent for our milestone tenth event, 
and to test the water to see which new things work best, 
and what may be carried over into future festival planning.
 We hope you all embrace and enjoy this year’s  
Booktown.  It really should be lots of fun! Our CEO, 
Richard Mackay-Scollay, is organising a local info guide 
for you, so please keep an eye on your letterboxes  
mid-April, as this should contain all the information 
our community of 3370 will need.
 To stay up to date with the latest, be sure to 
check the website, or follow Facebook, Pinterest, or  
Instagram and Twitter, using #clunesbooktown.

Anzac Day in Clunes 2016
by Betty Duncan 

 The Clunes RSL Sub-
Branch has arranged the  
following program for  
Anzac Day, Monday April 25,  
and cordially invites ev-
eryone to attend. 10.30am: 
assemble in front of 
the RSL, Fraser Street; 
10.45 am: march to the Ceno-
taph; 11.00 am; commemora-
tion and wreath laying service 
at the Cenotaph. 

 A service at the Town Hall will follow with 
this year's guest speaker, Principal of Clunes 
Primary School, Ms Sonia Jardine, and a  
student from the school. Memorial crosses will be in 
place at the RSL in front of the Lone Pine Tree. Poppies 
representing all those with a Clunes connection who 
served in World War 1 will be on display.

New Badge Honours Fromelles  
 During April, RSL members will be selling  
Anzac tokens ranging in price from $2 to $50.  
Money raised from the Anzac Appeal goes towards the 
welfare work of the RSL. In addition to the tradition-
al designs, there is a $30 badge commemorating the  
centenary of the Battle of Fromelles. 

 Fromelles was the first major battle fought by  
Australian troops on the Western Front. The 5th  
Australian Division attacked against well defended and 
entrenched positions at 6 pm on 19 July 1916, and by 8 
am the next day 5533 men, almost half of the division, 
had been killed, wounded, captured, or were missing. 

 Peter Corbett’s statue, Cobbers, depicts the com-
passion and mateship following our ‘blackest night’, and 
an image of this statue is shown on the $30 badge. 

Authorised by G Tierney, 1 Yarra St, Geelong. This material has been 
funded from Parliament’s Electorate Office & Communications budget.
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Clunes Free Library History
By Phil Taig 
 More than 150 years ago, Clunes had its own  
Mechanics Institute. The establishment of Me-
chanics Institutes in Australia, the first being in 
1827 at Hobart, followed the success of the the 
London Mechanics Institute which opened in 
1823. By 1862 there were 48 Mechanics Institutes  
dotted around Australia with 12 of these being in  
Goldfields settlements, including Clunes. The aim of 
Mechanics Institutes was to provide a venue for self  
improvement through reading, lectures and debating, 
and these institutes became a symbol of progress in 
each community.

 According to the Clunes Guardian of August 5th, 
1864, the committee of the Clunes Mechanics Institute  
obtained a loan from the Union Bank to purchase the 
old Masonic hall in Service Street. This hall appears to 
have served as the Clunes Mechanics Institute until 
the construction of the building located at the corner 
of Bailey and Templeton Streets that is known as the 
Clunes Free Library.
 Although initially there was some government 
funding, the popularity of Mechanic Institutes was  
limited by the cost of the subscription which entitled a 
person to use the Library. As the number of Mechanics 
Institutes increased, Government aid to each Institute 
reduced. By the early 1870’s, funding was only available 
where access to Libraries was free. As a result, in 1874, 
the Clunes Mechanics Institute changed its consti-
tution and its name to ‘Clunes Free Library’ to secure 
more Government funding.
 The actual starting date of construction of the 
Clunes Free Library building is not certain, and although 
the inscription on the unusual double gable facade reads 
“Free Library Established 1874”, the building itself was 
not actually completed until 1882. The public had free 
access to the Clunes Free Library and its library of over 
400 volumes from 9 am until 10 pm each day, but books 

could not be borrowed to take home unless an annu-
al subscription was paid. Over the years considerable 
maintenance works have been carried out, the most  
recent include underpinning of the North wall ( in 
2010), and a few months ago, ceiling, door and window 
renovations following vandalism attacks.
 The Library faithfully served the people of Clunes 
in good times and bad until it finally closed after more 
than 80 years of service. Find out why the Clunes Free 
Library closed and what happened afterwards in the 
next edition of the Clunes Newsletter.

Booktown On Sundays
The next Booktown on Sunday will see  
author Tony Birch take the stage to 
discuss his recent novel, Ghost River.
Get down to The Warehouse on April 
17 at 2pm. Books will be available for 
sale on the day.

More News From Booktown 
By Richard Gilbert - Creative Clunes, Chair
 Volunteers are always being sought for the many 
tasks needed to operate the festival event. Our regulars 
find the tasks enjoyable, especially because they enable 
social connections, and provide opportunities to pro-
mote the town. It is a chance for local people to show-
case Clunes.

 Prospective volunteers can make enquiries about 
tasks at the Mount Beckworth Enoteca in Fraser Street, 
or telephone the Booktown office on 5345 3947. Feel free 
to visit us at our headquarters at the railway station.

 The township of Featherston, New Zealand, 
was recently declared an accredited Booktown by the  
International Organisation of Booktowns, which is 
based in Norway. The Featherston Booktown is based 
on our model, and a number of their committee mem-
bers visited Clunes last year to research the project. 

 I visited Featherston during March this year and 
was welcomed to their town, which is similar in size and 
history to ours. It has a streetscape of old shops, many 
in use and some vacant, that were used as bookshops 
during their last festival, which was held in October.

 Some members of their committee will  
visit us during this next Booktown Festival, and  
between us we can all gain information and ideas on 
our respective festivals. The pace of finalising the detail 
and setting up for our event is rapidly increasing, and I 
am looking forward to this well planned and structured  
festival taking place. 
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Neighbourly Natter
 Annually Neighbourhood Houses around the state 
participate in a performance survey published by Neigh-
bourhood Houses Victoria. Part of the intent of the  
survey is to help people see what an average day or week 
or year is like in a Neighbourhood House. Complet-
ing the survey is a dry process, but the end results are  
interesting (see infographic). When you look at a  
tally like that you can’t help but feel proud. It can seem  
at odds sometimes with the day to day activities that  
are a normal part of running a grassroots organisation. 
Days can be filled with debates about whether we ditch 
the post it notes that keep getting lost, and replace 
them with a duplicate message pad from Ken & Marg’s 
newsagent (tick: done); fix computer that isn’t working in 
the lab (thanks Andrew) or down tools to all go and check 
out the newborn chicks at the Community Garden.

 Ordinary days really, for lots of organisations like us. 
But when you look at the survey (based on 2015 data) you  
realise that even ordinary days can make things happen.

Lana de Kort, Co-ordinator

 PS. Meanwhile, all members are welcome to join us at 
Clunes Neighbourhood House on Thursday, April 14th 
6.30pm for our Annual General Meeting. RSVP by 8th 
April on 03 5345 4078 or co-ordinator@clunesnh.org

We are very GRAPEful ...
 Did you know that our previous CNH Co-ordinator 
Beat Wittwer is now a keen vintner?  Due to the extreme 
heat, the winemaker declared that the chardonnay grape 
harvest needed to come forward… panic!  To the rescue at 
very short notice, Clunes Neighbourhood House rallied 
a wonderful group of volunteers who generously gave up 
their Saturday to support this activity.  Fortunately a cool 
morning breeze prevailed over the grape pickers but cer-
tainly everyone was keen to go home for cool showers by 
the time the last grapes were picked at 1pm.
 Thank you Mette, Robyn, Steve, Leanne, David C,  
Stephen A, Sujeeva, David D, Anna, Fiona and Jane C.  
Beat donated $500 to Clunes Neighbourhood House for 
this assistance and also expresses his heartfelt gratitude 
for your tireless work.  We all look forward to hearing 
how the wine goes at future contests!
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SMALL TOWNS TRANSFORMATION 
– EOI IS IN!
 Who would have thought a conversation involving 
nearly 50 residents on a hot January day would’ve re-
sulted in a collaborative expression of interest being 
submitted for a $350,000, 2 year grant opportunity less 
than 6 weeks later?  Apparently Clunes would!  We have 
no idea how we’ll go, or whether we’ll be short-list-
ed, but big thanks to everyone as well as the support  
organisations who also offered to be involved; includ-
ing Clunes Neighbourhood House, Creative Clunes, 
CTDA, Wesley College, Hepburn Shire Council and 
Melbourne University.
 Those of us not too bleary eyed to raise a glass, did 
on the eve of the submission. The next day we went 
back to our desks and started to pull together a white 
paper capturing all the ideas that emerged as part  
of the consultation process. Why? Because this  
consultation started with the whole town talking about 
needs, and ways to solve those needs – some through 
art, but others just through enhanced infrastructure 
like creek and walkways, youth spaces or parks. Many 
people went out of their way to provide simple solu-
tions to some of these needs, and this paper captures 
those at www.clunesnh.org.

BURLESQUE – Term 2, 2016
When?  Comm.Wednesday, 13th April 7.15pm – 8.30pm  
Where?  At the Warehouse  
How Much? Members: $12 per person or $100 for 10 
week term
Non-Members: $15 per session (not a member - it's 
free, enquire at CNH to become a member now) 

FOR THE KIDS
CLUNES TUTORING PROGRAM

Every Wednesday,  
4pm – 6pm (ex.Holidays)

Clunes Neighbourhood 
House

BALLET FOR KIDS & YOUNG PEOPLE

Every Tuesday during Term 
2 and 3 *Note: not run-
ning over holidays, Term 2 
commencing  Tuesday, 12th 
April.  Bookings essential.

Clunes Neighbourhood 
House

FOR EVERYONE
CLUNES OPEN HOUSE DINNERS

Every Tuesday 
6pm – 7.30pm

Town Hall,  
Supper Room

CLUNES COMMUNITY LUNCHES

Every Tuesday fortnight, 
12.30pm – 2pm  
Tuesday, 12th April onward

Town Hall,  
Supper Room

YOGA/PILATES

Every Monday, 7pm The Warehouse

CLUNES CARD PLAYING GROUP

Every Thursday,  
3pm – 5pm

Clunes Neighbourhood 
House

WRITERS GROUP

Second Monday of the 
month, 1pm – 3pm

RSL, Fraser Street

MEN’S SHED

Every Monday and  
Wednesday, 10am – 12pm

Men’s Shed,  
18 Alliance Street

WOODWORK FOR WOMEN

Every Thursday,  
1pm – 3pm *Note: not 
running over holidays, 
Term 2 commencing  
Thursday, 14th April

Men’s Shed,  
18 Alliance Street

WELDING CLASSES

Cancelled until sufficient 
interest to restart

Men’s Shed,  
18 Alliance Street

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Every Wednesday and 
Friday, 10am – 2pm

Community Garden,  
18 Alliance Street

Clunes Neighbourhood House volunteers grape picking.
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Book: Call Clunes Neighbourhood House on 5345 4078
 What is Burlesque? Dip your toe in and explore  
different styles of Burlesque through the ages. Learn 
warm ups, classic moves, attitude and choreography  
inspired by professional Burlesque performer Bella 
Puckerlips. Move it, shake it and celebrate your unique 
femininity. A chance to dress up and have a laugh with 
the girls. This class is suited to beginners as well as those 
with some previous experience.   

WOODWORK FOR WOMEN - TERM 2
Date: Thursdays commencing 14th April   
Time: 1-3pm  
Where:  18 Alliance Street, Men’s Shed 
Cost:   Member: $12 per session 
Non-Member: $15 per session (not a member – it’s 
free, enquire at CNH to become a member now) 
Book: Call Clunes Neighbourhood House on 5345 4078
 Make or repair whatever you want! This is an  
opportunity for women to learn basic carpentry skills 
and how to use woodworking equipment correctly  
whilst completing a project of your choice.

POTTERY - TERM 2 (NEW!)
Date: Wednesday commencing 13th April   
Time: 7-9pm  
Where:  18 Alliance Street, Men’s Shed  
Cost: Member: $12 per session   
Non-Member: $15 per session (not a member – it’s free, 
enquire at CNH to become a member now) 
In addition:  Clay and firing (at cost) will be an addi-
tional expense. 
Book: Call Clunes Neighbourhood House on 5345 4078
 Are you an aspiring, or practising potter?  Belinda 
is an experienced potter who can work wonders with 
clay. Whether you want to learn the basics or just have 
a skilled Potter on hand to give you a few tips, this class 
is ideal for you. Book now by calling CNH.

IMPACT ACROSS COMMUNITY
 Getting to know our neighbours, and assisting the 
neighbourhood has taken on a new twist at Clunes 
Neighbourhood House. In late January, we introduced 
an Outdoor Crew of volunteers, working with Leanne 
Fogas, to help ourselves and other local community 
groups get to those maintenance and gardening jobs 
that you never have the time to get to!

 Clunes Neighbourhood House is doing this as part 
of a funded employment scheme. Whatever the path-
way to volunteering (and I know there is debate about 
the use of this term in this context), there is no doubt 
it can lead to increased confidence, new skills and job 
opportunities. Seeing how the work that is achieved by 
this Outdoor Crew is valued by other organisations, as 
well as ourselves, reinforces the contribution the team 
are making. Thanks guys and Leanne. Recently this has 
been recognised in an incredibly exciting way – so watch 
this space!!!! We have some news to announce next 
newsletter. 

WRITER’S GROUP UPDATE
 After our January break we met with enthusiasm in 
February and enjoyed a surprise visit from two members 
of the Maryborough Writers' Group who brought with 
them a visiting writer from England. This gave us the 
opportunity to share ideas between our two groups.
  Once again we enjoyed hearing each other's poems 
and stories - this time on the old school topic of (What 
I Did on My) HOLIDAY. It is always very interesting 
to have such a variety of interpretations of a subject. 
The topic for this month should be equally as diversi-
fied as each member has chosen a picture of a flower. 
This could prompt memories of such things as seeing 
those flowers in a garden or a vase or a bouquet and 
what happened on that day or maybe the colour or per-
fume is a reminder of a certain occasion or person. Most 
of us at least have a memory associated with such flow-
ers as violets, lavender, daphne or jonquils for example 
and could write about it. I know that one lady who is 
writing her memoirs will be able to write something 
appropriate to her life story. It would not surprise me 
either if someone's story will involve the discovery of a 
murdered body under the rhododendron bushes!
 The meetings are relaxed and fun. The group is  
supportive and encourages everyone to write and grow. 
Criticism is only given if requested. Some members have 
also found that writing can be very therapeutic. The aim 
of the group is to provide an opportunity for anyone  
interested in writing to be able to do so. All are welcome.
 We meet the second Monday of every month  
(except January) at the R.S.L (entering by the side door) 
from 1.00pm - 3.00pm
Contact Rhonda on 5476 6227 or 0428 766 227.
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There’s so much on offer…
Our friendly staff and volunteers are always on hand  

to lend assistance.
Save yourself the drive to Ballarat by using 

our computer & printer services

About Clunes Neighbourhood House
' 5345 4078   � Monday - Friday, 9.00am to 3.00pm
     Co-ordinator:  co-ordinator@clunesnh.org 

 70 Bailey St, Clunes, 3370 (Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles)

 Send/receive emails
 Online Banking
 Shopping & eBay 
 Printing Service
 Document Scanning
 A4  Laminating

  Training Courses &  
Workshops

 Edit & Print Photos
 Download Information
 Meeting Room Hire

Anyone over 50 years old gets free internet  
access at Clunes Neighbourhood House via the 

Broadband for Seniors initiative.  
Come in anytime we’ll help you get started.

Clunes Neighbourhood House Inc acknowledges the support  
of the Victorian Government.   
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Working  Smoke  
Alarms Save Lives
A message from the Clunes Fire Brigade

 For years now Victorians have 
been using the end of daylight 
saving as a reminder to make sure they have a working 
smoke alarm. This year, the end of daylight saving falls 
on the 3rd of April – don’t forget to change your smoke 
alarm battery when you change your clocks.

 At the end of daylight saving change your smoke 
alarm battery with a long life battery when you change 
your clock. House fires occur more frequently during 
the winter months, and making sure you go in to winter 
with a working smoke alarm makes good sense. If you 
have a hard-wired smoke alarm, these still have a bat-
tery as a back up and the battery needs to be changed 
as well. We also urge people to help elderly relatives and 
neighbours who may not be capable of changing their 
smoke alarm batteries themselves.

Smoke alarms don't last forever, most have a lifespan of 
about 10 years. Most smoke alarms have a use-by date 
printed on them. If your alarm is still beeping after you 
have changed its battery, it should be replaced with a 
photo-electric model. 

 Did you know that while you sleep you are unlikely to 
smell smoke? A working smoke alarm is vital to be certain 
you will wake up in the event of a household fire. 

Clunes Young Farmers  Say a Big 
Thank You to Businesses
By Stacey Corney 

 Clunes and District Young Farmers would like to 
sincerely thank the community for all of their support 
for The Woolshed Dance. Without local sponsorship, 
volunteers and support, the event wouldn’t have been 
such a great success. 

 The night went off without a hitch with almost 200 
people attending. The mini quick sheer was a huge hit 
with Finlay Macdonald taking out the championship. 
With a bit of boot scootin’ and dust raisin’ the night was 
fun for all. 

 Thank you again to the local businesses for all 
their encouragement and support of such a small club,  
without you this night wouldn’t have been possible.

 Clunes and District Young Farmers meet every  
second Tuesday of the month at the Clunes Show- 
grounds at 7:30pm for anyone interested between the  
ages of 16-30.

Shearers left to right;  Jake Seers, Jake Brazendale, Jim Conn, Scott 
Karslake, Sean Brazendale, Finlay Macdonald
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INSPIRING PEOPLE:  
Dorothy Torney
By Judy Burn

 The first thing you think of 
when you meet Dorothy Torney, 
and she tells you her age, has to 
be:  “I hope I’m as good as she 
is, when I get to 94! – if I get 
to 94!” Dorothy was born in 
Clunes and has lived here all her 
life. She is a great advertisement 
for the advantages of healthy 
country living. She walks unaid-

ed within her home, and only needs a stick when she 
goes out. She has all her mental faculties and still loves 
to read. She has home help once a fortnight, but still 
does a lot of housework herself, and keeps her home 
spotlessly clean.

 With no close family living nearby, and most 
of her contemporaries having passed away, Dorothy  
relies on friends and neighbours to help her out. She 
has one friend who takes her shopping each week and  
another who takes her to Church (Dorothy doesn’t drive 
these days – she handed her licence in at 90!)  Dorothy’s 
neighbours look out for her and will come to check on 
her if they don’t see her out and about. Dorothy goes 
to the Day Centre on Fridays, and to Ballarat on the 
Community Bus regularly. In other words, she is still 
fully involved with Life.

 Dorothy left school after Grade nine, and went to 
work at the Clunes Post Office, as a telephonist. That 
was in 1934, when she was 15.  Jobs weren’t hard to come 
by then. Dorothy was asked by the Postmaster if she 
would like a job. The Post Office then was the build-
ing which is now Index on Literature – a beautiful old 
building – and it employed six people. Besides the Post-
master, there was an Assistant Postmaster, a Postboy 
and three telephonists, who worked shifts. Dorothy was 
there until she was 21, when she left for the Hosiery 
Factory (where the Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles and 
the Neighbourhood House are sited now) where she 
worked at making men’s socks. At 31, Dorothy left paid 
employment to get married. Doesn’t all of this sound 
like a simple, Golden Age?

 Over the years, Dorothy has been involved in many 
aspects of community life in Clunes: mainly the Muse-
um and the Show committee, where she was a steward-
ess for many years, and as a member of the Hospital 
auxiliary, also for many years.  She and her husband, Reg, 
ran a Fruit and Vegetable Shop for some years (where 

“Annies” is now) and then a Drapers Shop (where the 
Library was, and now the new Provender Café)

 Dorothy has of course seen many changes in 
Clunes during her long life, and she is as comfortable 
with the Town now as she has ever been, over almost a 
century. She sees the greatest positive influence nowa-
days as being the arrival of Wesley College. The Town 
has grown and benefited a lot since then.  

 The building of new homes, the advent of Book-
town, and the influx of new people, have all been 
great developments for Clunes. But it is so often the 
older people, the ones who have part of the fabric of 
a town for so many years, who bring it distinction.  
Dorothy has done that, not by Great Deeds, but simply by  
being herself.

Sahm Keily 
Graphic Design | Print | Images

p: 0407 316 541  |  e: sahm@mmnet.com.au
     sahm keily graphic designer

Working harmoniously in support of the concept
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NOTES FROM THE PAST
Articles from the Clunes Guardian and Gazette March 1896 and 
Clunes Museum.

 The Easter holidays were observed in a very quiet 
manner in our little community, most of the farmers 
being too busy preparing for the seed time to give up 
business for pleasure. Yesterday, which was a windy day 
with frequent heavy showers, was a little livelier, several 
picnic parties assembling at the Maryborough reser-
voir, while not a few sportsman tramped the paddocks 
to get a shot at the ubiquitous bunny. But, thanks to the 
excellent work of extermination recently done by the 
owner of Beckwith Court, Mr Bunny was conspicuous 
chiefly by his absence, and all whom I met complained 
of the scarcity of game.  

PLUMBING INSPECTIONS
The vibration of the drilling and truck movement can be very 
damaging to the environment of the town and the ground surface 
and surrounds.
In order to prove the current position and condition and state of your  
underground pipes and sewer systems and under house pipes and 
condition of fixtures, you need to get an independent plumbing 
inspection conducted which will have a written report and CD or USB 
footage included.
I do not do plumbing repairs so will not try to drum up business for my self.
I am very experienced with over 29 years in the industry including 
teaching at Fed Uni in Ballarat.
My specialised inspection will cover underground  
sewer and storm water inspection using CCTV  
and water and gas inspection.
These are the main components that are  
underground that can be damaged due to  
movement.
I am conducting plumbing inspections  in Clunes  
for the next 6 months to ensure residents have all  
the ammunition that they may require in order to 
 help prove the condition of your plumbing NOW,  
compared to 6 or 12 months down the track.

Please visit my web site for full information:
www.plumbinginspectionreport.com 
email cpireport@outlook.com 
Ph: 0448 026 041 or 5331 1952 
Call for a chat and quote | Peter Batchelor

Gas leak in pipe

Image courtesy National Library of Victoria.
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Anytime Anywhere Earthmoving

Contact GEOFF on 0409 958 853

GOLDFIELDS VETERINARY SERVICES

Ph: 0343 110 101

5 Castlemaine Road Creswick

Please call for veterinary attention

Barbara Henderson BVSc
Companion and Farm Animals
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ROAD TO RIO - UPDATE 
Steven Hill (Future Olympian) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Brazil 2016 Olympic Games show-jumping con-
tender Steven Hill is currently in Arezzo, Italy, working 
his way  through trials to qualify. He will be there for the 
next four weeks, and has been joined by his wife Amanda 
and their daughter Indy. 
 Steven has competed in four classes so far. Out of 
50 riders, Steven came 10th in the first class, sixth in 
the second class and fourth in the third. He was due for 
another trial on March 20, but we didn't have results by 
the time the Clunes Newsletter went to print.
 While Steven was working away in Italy, there was 
a fundraising push happening here in Clunes. Chris 

SPORTS NEWS
Charleson coordinated a walkathon with the Clunes  
Primary School to raise funds, and  has been working hard 
with local corporate groups to match the money raised. 
Sponsorship money was still coming in as this newsletter 
went to print, but $1,190 had been raised by the school 
community by that point. Watch this space for the next 
installment of Steven Hill (Future Olympian).

Clunes Shooters by Lynne Jones

 Clunes FGA March event was held in trying  
conditions however 85 shooters braved the elements 
enjoying the targets set on the day.   
Side x Side Results: HCP 
L Swift  64 (CB), B Swale 64 (CB), M Hogan 64 (CB), 
C Pearce 63, B Wentworth 61 (CB), I Cooke 61 (CB), P 
Payne 59, B Naughton 57 
U/O Results: HCP 
High Gun: R Keirl 66, W Cooke 63 
A Grade: P Reading 65, D Skrokov 65, J Wallace 64 
B Grade: S Wilson 65, D Grech 65, B Glover 64 
C Grade: G Moorby 61, M Aquilina 57, J Bigham 52 
Veterans: F Doblie 67, J Bale 61, I Poole 60 
Ladies: E Keirl 67, M Aldridge 58 
Junior: B East 58 
Sub-Junior: J Easdale 70



CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                                                        PAGE 16

All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January.  
New members most welcome. Contact Secretary: Martin Jones, 0418 
103 722 or martin.jones2@bigpond.com.

Anglican Church St Paul's, Templeton St. Eucharist for all ages @ 11 am 
on 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month, followed by a bring & share lun-
cheon. All welcome. Enq: Ryan Bennett 0422 864 108 or 5345 2060, 
email: bennettr@7mail.com for baptisms, weddings & funerals.

Carpet Bowls Indoors at Clunes Senior Citizens Hall. Each Weds and 
Saturday from 1.40pm. New members welcome. Come along for a fun 
afternoon. Enq: Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097. 

Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 3rd Thur of month from 
Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before Show & Thur after. President-Mal-
colm Hull contact 5345 3037; Secretary-Barb Adam 5345 3042. 
Homecrafts-Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website www.show.clunes.org

Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues 7.30pm at 
the Young Farmers club rooms at the show grounds. A friendly, social 
environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact Jenny 0400 613 153. 

Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each 
month 7.30pm, old SMB building behind Clunes Mechanical Repairs.

Clunes Artists’ Group Meets on the 2nd Saturday each month, 
11.30am at the Bottle Museum, to mingle, discuss art and promote 
artistic opportunities in Clunes and the region. To learn more or get 
involved, contact: Jo Rye (Secretary), 0434866725 or Lorna Fitzpat-
rick, 0403555063.

Clunes Badminton Club Inc For further info ph: Billie Drife 5343 4233. 
Competition runs at the Clunes Sporting Complex, 7.30pm. All levels 
and ages from secondary school to veterans welcome. 

Clunes Bowling Club Enq: Jason Ryan: 5345 3648 or 0409 453 642.

Clunes Book Club Enquiries Roma ph: 5345 4037. Book club meets 
7.30pm on the 2nd Thursday of the month at the RSL.

Clunes Card Playing Group Every Thurs at Neighbourhood 
House, from 3pm. Games usually euchre or 500. Cost $2 per session. 
New players welcome. Enq: Judy 5345 3342 / 0408 088 119.

Clunes Community Garden Alliance St. Open 10am Mon & Wed. 
Contact Clunes Neighbourhood House 5345 4078 or Stephen  
Arrowsmith 0429 709 720. 

Clunes Country Women’s Association Welcomes women of all ages. 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 9.30am,  
followed by a shared lunch and craft. Come along for a cuppa and 
share your skills & knowledge. Enq Anastasia Jones 53453969 or Bre-
anna Welsby 0402536836

Clunes Field & Game Enquiries to Eric 5345 3571. 

Clunes Fitness Through Awareness Combining pilates, yoga and  
meditation. Monday's, 7pm at The Warehouse. Enquiries to Lily on 
0459 138 797 or Christine on 0417 336 378.

Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq: Chris Hill 0428 453 808/  
Kath Milne 0448453665/Email clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.

Clunes Garden Club Monday April 4. Meet 9.45 at Seniors Rooms for 
Car Pool to Misty Downs, The Tangled Maze. Tour of maze and Nurs-
ery $5 (subsidised for members). Ploughman's Lunch and Tea/coffee 
$16.50pp. Afternoon visit to Overwrought Gallery. Monday May 2: 
Meet 9.00 at Seniors Rooms for car pool to Melton Botanical Gardens. 
Bring lunch to enjoy in gardens. Visit Plant Inspirations Nursery before 
afternoon tea in Bacchus Marsh. Further information Jill 0438 640 4331

Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Kevin Steart 5345 3127 

or Laurie Lees 5345 3034. Course: 18 holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all 
year round play. Non members $5 green fees for 18 holes. Under 16 
free! Wednesday is 50+ (younger players welcome).

Clunes Landcare and Waterways group. Meets on 4th Thurs of 
month at the Angling Club. Contact Chris O’Donnell 0408034017 for 
more info.

Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to  
Collins Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm, Wed & Fri 10am-4pm, 
Sat 10am-3pm, Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.

Clunes Men’s Shed Now open from 10am Mondays & Wednesdays at 
the Community Gardens site, 18 Alliance St. A safe and friendly space 
for men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq: Vaughan 0419430250.

Clunes Museum is seeking more volunteers to help catalogue the 
Museum Collection, in the Museum Workshop, from 10am each 
Thursday. Committee meeting every second Thursday 10am at the 
Ulumbarra Gallery in the Warehouse. 5345 3592

Clunes Neighbourhood House Inc Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey St. Ph: 
5345 4078 Email: admin@clunesnh.org. Open 9am to 3pm, Tuesdays 
to Fridays. Internet & printing. Free internet to over 55s. Gallery avail-
able for hire for meetings and events.

Clunes Photography Group We meet every third Sunday, 11am, at 
the Bottle Museum Gallery. Optional monthly themes to shoot to are 
available on our facebook page at clunesphotographygroup. All wel-
come!

Clunes Playgroup Meets Clunes Health Centre Wed 10am-12pm term 
time (except 3rd Wed of month - Clunes Library 10.30am storytime). 
For parents/caregivers & pre-schoolers to enjoy each others’ compa-
ny. Enq. Roxy Weston 0477 182 905.

Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Any enquiries please phone 5345 
3228 or email: clunes.district.kin@ kindergarten.vic.gov.au.

Clunes Probus Club Meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the 
Clunes Town Hall at 9.45am. Visitors most welcome. For information 
contact Barb Webb on ph 5345 3865 or Barbara Fyfe ph 5345 3579. 

Clunes RSL Sausage Sizzle and Devonshire Teas held on the second 
Sunday of the month at the RSL,  30 Fraser St, from 10am to 2pm. 

Clunes Senior Citizens Club Inc Further information from the Secre-
tary, Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.

Clunes Tourist & Development Association 7.30pm 3rd Monday ev-
ery even month at The Warehouse. Everyone welcome from com-
munity & business. Enq: Michael Cheshire 0418500680 or jp33@
bigpond.com.

Clunes Writers’ Group meets 2nd Monday each month (exc January) 
1 - 3pm at RSL, 30 Fraser St, please use the side entrance. All who 
would like to write are welcome. Contact Rhonda 5476 6227.

Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown fes-
tival and monthly Sunday Selection author talks. Volunteers always 
welcome for festivals or other events. Contact us on 5345 3947. 

Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets at the 
Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey Street Clunes on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.

Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school 
terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq Lana 0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.

Tourello Red Cross Meets first Thur of month, 2pm at the RSL, Fras-
er St. One of the oldest Red Cross branches. All welcome to join this 
wonderful organisation and support your community membership.

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Free listing (up to 3 lines) for Clunes social and sporting groups. Items may be edited for space reasons. Information is supplied by community 
groups and published in good faith. Community groups can purchase additional display ads for half normal price.


