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Booktown 2018 

By Lily Mason 
 

 If you've seen Richard or myself 
around town lately you'll have seen a 
pair of rather flustered faces. Or maybe 
that's just me? Anyway, it’s all systems 
go for the 2018 Clunes International 
Booktown Festival right now. We’re 
gearing up for the best festival...ever!  
 

 With International Booktown 
guests arriving from around the globe 
on May 2nd, our Creative Symposium 
on May 3rd, Victorian Association for 
the Teaching of English conference on 
May 4th (as well as town set-up), and, 
of course, the Festival itself on the 5th 
and 6th, I'm so excited to have this 
chance to get you all up to speed on 
some of these happenings in town.  
 

International Organisation of 
Booktowns 
 Twenty of our global Booktown 
friends will be visiting Clunes from 
Wednesday 2nd May. We are so pleased 
to welcome guests from Iceland, 
Germany, Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and 
Portugal. We're going to have fun 
sharing our town. A huge thanks to 
those of you who are offering 

accommodation and volunteering time 
to make our guests feel welcome. If 
you'd like to get involved, contact us at 
the Clunes Railway Station on 5345 
3947. 
 

Regional Creative Symposium 
 On Thursday 4th May, we are 
hosting a Regional Creative 
Symposium, presented by White Light 
Education. Gathering skills and 
knowledge from a wide range of 
creatives, funding bodies, artists, 
programmers and presenters, the 
Symposium is being held as part of the 
International Organisation of 
Booktowns Conference. 
 

 Sessions are open to local and 
regional writers, programmers, artists, 
booksellers, funding bodies, volunteers 
and all those interested in community 
development. Also present will be 
delegates from the International 
Organisation of Booktowns. More 
details can be found at our Trybooking 
event page: www.trybooking.com/book/
event?eid=360468& 
 

The Festival 
 There's so much happening this 
year I'd fill the newsletter if I mentioned 
everything. Just a few very brief 
highlights: Richard Flanagan, the Royal 
Navy band, Eddie Ayres, all-day writing 
studio for kids, chill out reading zone, 
more booksellers in Fraser St than ever 
before, book trivia, great food, and the 
conversations we need to have: 
refugees, LGBTQI+, environment, 
memory and aging. 
 

What does all this 
mean for Clunes 
residents? 
 As always, entry to the 
Festival remains FREE to 
3370 residents and ratepayers, 
which gives access to: 
- Author talks at The National 
Hotel, the FedUni Stage and 
the Petanque Stage including 
talks by Ross McMullin, Maria 
Katsonis, Michael Rubbo  
and Ellie Marney to name a few; 

- Live music, entertainment and 
experiences, including the Kids Festival 
area; 
 - Our Anzac postcards program - 
writing workshops presented by a 
leading creative educator. 
- Access to all booksellers and food 
stalls across town; 
- Access to the Wesley Bluestone State 
Library Victoria and Bookbinders Guild 
exhibitions, Thembi Soddell's text and 
sound installation, Held Down, 
Expanding, Book Art Exhibition at The 
Warehouse and lots more. 
Your voucher for free entry is below, or 
just bring along your drivers license or 
phone bill - anything that contains your 
3370 address. 
 

Seeking volunteers  
 We are still seeking volunteers for 
some key roles during the Festival 
weekend. Please register with our 
amazing Jane Lesock at Mt Beckworth 
Wines. She has a roster of the required 
shifts plus information on positions and 
tasks required.  
 

 Volunteer training sessions will be 
at the Clunes Railway Station on:  
 

Fri 6th April  7pm to 8.30pm 
Sat 7th April  10am to 11.30pm 
Fri 27th April  7pm to 8.30pm 
Sat 28th April  10am to 11.30pm 
  

 All inquiries to Lily or Richard at 
5345 3947. Have a fantastic festival! 
 
 

  

http://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=360468&
http://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=360468&
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Clunes Is Growing - Slowly 
By Peter Hanrahan 
 

 From the 2016 census data, the Clunes district grew by 
about one percent per annum for the previous five years. 
 

 From time to time I hear that the population of Clunes 
had grown by 500 between the 2011 and 2016 censuses 
which are about a 10% increase per year.  
 

 If this was the case, then close to 200 new houses and 
around 100 more children of school age would have moved 
here during this period.  Looking around Clunes, I struggled 
to accept either of these propositions. 
 

 So, I looked at the statistics since the 2001 census 
collection and I can now see where the confusion arose. 
 

 Population for Clunes in the census data is quoted in 
three different ways.  The first option is for the Clunes 
township, then the 3370 postcode and, finally, the Clunes 
census area which takes in Clunes to Dunach, close to 
Evansford and Waubra and back around Mt Beckworth.  
 

 While I cannot locate figures for the township for all 
four census points from 2001 to 2016, the data for the Clunes 
district are: 
 

2001 1617 
2006 1607 
2011 1662  
2016 1728 
 

 The spot data I have for the township is about 1000 and 
1426 for the 3370 postcode. 
 

A Pleasant Sunday Afternoon 
By Sally Duncan 
 

 On Sunday 4th March, members, partners and friends of 
the Clunes RSL Women’s Auxiliary gathered at the RSL 
rooms for a pleasant Sunday afternoon.  The tables were 
laden with the usual delicious choice of tempting sweet treats 
(wow, can these ladies bake!!). 
 

 The newly appointed President of the Women’s 
Auxiliary, Mrs Carmel Stevens, welcomed everyone and led 

the 70 strong gathering in reciting the Women’s Auxiliary 
pledge (always very moving words reflecting the desire to 
serve the community).  
 

 Mrs Stevens then revealed a well-kept secret – two of 
the Auxiliary were receiving a very special award – Life 
Membership of the Victorian Women’s Auxiliary of the 
Returned & Services League of Australia.  This Award is 
presented to Auxiliary members who have given long and 
significant service to the League through their Auxiliary, 
going above and beyond the expectations of general 
membership and office bearing roles. 
 

 Mrs Jean Higgins and Mrs Betty Duncan (pictured) 
were asked to come forward to receive their awards.  Mrs 
Andrea Hill and Ms Bethany Higgins had the honour of 
reading the Citations for their mother and grandmother 
respectively.  Mr Tony Duncan responded on behalf of the 
two recipients and their families, reiterating that these two 
ladies had found long lasting friendships and deep 
satisfaction in the roles they had performed through the 
Clunes RSL Women’s Auxiliary.  Clunes is indeed so very 
lucky to have such wonderful female role models – 
combined they share over 90 years of continuous and 
outstanding service.  Both Jean and Betty have previously 
been recognised as Clunes Citizen of the Year and both have 
made outstanding contributions to the RSL and the RSL 
Women’s Auxiliary over many, many years. 
 

 

Photos by Sally Duncan 

Sadly, Jean passed away on 24th March 2018. 
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FREE ENTRY  
Next Market is on Sunday 8th April 2018 

 

 The March Market was a great success; locals coming 
to support us, lots of visitors in town, plenty of sunshine, 
and 17 loyal stallholders. Apologies from Mt Prospect Farm 
to their customers. Geordie was very ill and his replacement 
went to Daylesford by mistake, but Georgie will be back in 
April and right through the year.  
 

 In true Clunes community spirit and kindness, Craig & 
Cyn from the Clunes Newsagency have continued to 
provide power for the Market - thank you. 
 

 The wood raffle was on again, thanks to Steve Hunter 
from Quigley & Clarke who kindly donated the trailer load. 
Lucky winner was Eric Barnes from Clunes with Raffle 
Ticket No 105 which was drawn by Jane Lesock. 
 

 See you all again on Sunday 8th April. 

“Strange Australia Felix” 
 

EVENT - Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th April 2018 
VENUE - ‘Scoribreac’,80 McRae Road, Clunes 
Gates Open at 1.00pm Performance Starts at 2.30pm 
BYO picnic lunch and chair 
COST - $20 per adult, $10 concession 
Bookings Essential - RSVP to Christine PH 5345 3090 
Mobile 0408 050 782 Email scoribreac17952@gmail.com 
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GROW YOUR OWN FRUIT 

 

  
CLUNES PRIMARY 

SCHOOL TREE DRIVE 2018 

 

It’s that time of year to start thinking 
about what trees you want to plant this 
winter as the Clunes Primary School Tree 
Drive is happening again this April / May.  
As part of the school’s fundraising 
program we are offering you the chance to 
purchase a variety of affordable fruiting 
and ornamental trees supplied by Valley 
Tree Nursery, Ardmona.  All proceeds go 
to the school. 
  
The Tree List and order forms will be 
available in April and located at the 
school office, Top Shop, Clunes 
Newsagency and the Post Office.  Please 
place your order and payment with the 
School prior to Friday 18 May.  Trees will 
be available for pick up from the school at 
the end of July.  Please contact the 
Primary School (03) 5345 3182 if you 
have any queries. 
  

St Thomas Aquinas Church Group 
Clunes 
By Irene Martin 
 

Sunday 29th April 2018 at 2:30pm 
 

 We are inviting anyone that would like to hear the French 
harmonium organ been played for the very last time before it is 
moved to its permanent home at the Clunes Museum. We are 
delighted that the Clunes Museum accepted our offer to have the 
organ as a permanent display in their wonderful Museum. 
 

 Also on that Sunday 29th April 2018 at 2.30 it will also be 
the last time people would be able to come to St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church Clunes as the church has been sold. 
 

 Afternoon tea will be provided at the conclusion of this 
event. Please note there are no seats in the church, if you need to 
sit down during this short event please bring a chair. 
 

 Any inquiries ph. mob 0432 390 314 or 5476 6233. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=fruit+tree+images+free&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fCixS6Jkzt2g2M&tbnid=ZlGKkJA33KuhXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/apple_tree.html&ei=CzdKUenlEcutlQW0i4DoDw&bvm=bv.44011176,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCN
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Clunes Returned & Services 
League Sub Branch 
By Norm Shearer, Sub Branch President 

 
  
 ANZAC Day 
 25th April 
 LEST WE FORGET 
 
 
 

 This year, commemorations will commence with a 
Dawn Service to be held at the rear of the Clunes R&SL 
Hall at 6.00 am. 
 

 A Commemoration  Service will be held at the Clunes 
Cemetery commencing at 8.30. 
  

 The March, Commemoration, Wreath Laying and 
Service will commence at 10.45. 
 

 The March will take place with the step off time at 
10.45 from the RSL in Fraser Street to the cenotaph located 
on the corner of Fraser and Service Street. The 
Commemoration and Wreath Laying will take place at the 
cenotaph at 11.00 am. At the conclusion of the 
commemoration, all present will be invited to place a single 
flower on the Cenotaph as an act of personal remembrance. 
 

 Members of the Sub Branch will then march up Service 
Street to Bailey Street to the Town Hall for a service. All 
members of the public are welcome to attend. Refreshments 
will follow in the R&SL Hall. 
 

 Two up will commence in the National Hotel at 
2.00pm. 
 

 During the next few weeks on Saturday mornings 
ANZAC Day badges will be on sale outside the 
newsagency. 
 

 All proceeds from the RSL Poppy Appeal go towards 
the Welfare work of the RSL in providing assistance for 
War Veterans and Dependants, Veterans and Widows 
Homes, Care for the Aged, Family Welfare, Vocational 
Guidance and Hospital Visiting. 

Glass Artist & Weaver 
 

    AT STUDIO 125 
 

Entwined Designs 
 

www.facebook.com/atstudio125 
125 McDonalds Road, Clunes 

0427 128 594 

MULBERRY MANSE DESIGN 
 

Sustainable Architectural Design since 1984 
 

IKEA assembly and installation 
 

"I Listen......." 
 

Warren Wiggins  0417 498 270  mulberry-
mansedesign@gmail.com 
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John Curtin Residents Support 
Angel Blankets 
By Pam Morgan 
 

 John Curtin Aged Care residents and friends from 
Probus Clunes have been busy knitting and crocheting baby 
bonnets, booties and blankets for Angel Blankets. Angel 
Blankets is a not for profit charity that supports families 
dealing with miscarriage and still birth. The garments and 
blankets are given to grieving families to help prepare their 
babies for burial. Our residents are very eager to continue 
knitting and crocheting for this wonderful cause.   
 

 If you would like to volunteer some of your time with us 
at John Curtin Aged Care please contact us on 53459999 or 
info@jcac.org.au for an information pack.  
 

Thank You 
By Jean Higgins 
 

 I would like to thank everyone involved in making my 
birthday on March 4th such a wonderful memorable day. I 
received many beautiful cards and best wishes.  
 

 To my family, including Dennis and Helen, who, as 
always, showed their love and caring. I would also like to 
thank the management and staff at Quigley & Clarke for the 
beautiful lunch.  
 

 A big thanks to all my friends at the Clunes RSL for 
their work and support. I was humbled by the award 
presented to me on the day. However, it is such an honour to 
accept the award, it was made even more special by my 
wonderful friend Betty Duncan who was also honoured with 
the same award.  
 

 Finally, to everyone who has sent me messages or said a 
little prayer for me over the past few weeks, THANK YOU.  
I feel so blessed to live in such a wonderful community. 
 
  
 

Photo supplied 

mailto:info@jcac.org.au
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Neighbourly Natter 
By Lana de Kort 
  

 Clunes Neighbourhood House is excited to announce 
that recently we were fortunate to secure nearly $17,000 via 
the Community Planning Implementation Fund offered by 
Hepburn Shire Council to implement youth and family 
related initiatives linked to key priorities in the Clunes 
Community Plan, 2015.  The funding is an investment in: 
 

 The development of young leaders – across and within 
community 

 Knowledge and awareness of safe and supportive 
community practices 

 

 This project is directly related to the research we 
undertook in 2017 regarding aspirations, participation in 
education and employability and will involve many key 
partners including Clunes Primary School and local 
community groups (see the article about the Kids Booktown 
Board).   
 

Looking into the future 
 

This project also includes inviting a Futurist to Clunes to 
work with the community to explore the trends that are 
shaping the world – and ultimately our future here in Clunes.  
We look forward to doing this in collaboration with local 
people, businesses and community organisations… so watch 
this space! 
  

SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE 
COMMUNITIES UPDATE 
By Sioban Altham 
 

 At Clunes Neighbourhood House our slogan is “It takes 
a village…”, but the full proverb this is drawn from says “It 
takes a village to raise a child”.  It is a proverb we often hear 
but rarely get a chance to really reflect on.  Recently that has 
changed, with Clunes residents forming a Safe and 
Supportive Communities working group.  The working group 
compromises of representatives from child-related 
organisations, interested parents and community groups.  
Having now met on two occasions, through discussion the 
working group have been able to reflect in some depth on our 
Clunes “village”, and what role it plays in the safety, support 
and inclusion of our children and young people.  The initial 
focus of the Safe and Supportive Communities group is 
childhood, however, it is anticipated that strategies around 
safe and supportive communities for all will form part of this 
work as time goes on. 
 

 As a group, we have reflected on the assets we have in 
our community including our high level of volunteerism and 
the presence of individuals who can help to inspire and 
connect us through creative expression.  We would like to 

utilise and invest in these assets to help grow a culture of 
safety and inclusion for children and young people. 
 

 Two main themes have emerged from our early 
discussions. 
 

 The need for increased awareness of child safe 
practices 

 The need for services and spaces that are welcoming 
and appropriate for children and families in our 
community 

 

 We are in the beginning stages of facilitating formal 
Child Safe Organisations training, bringing together 
representatives from groups across the community.  We are 
also exploring some ideas about how our community might 
improve access and enjoyment of outdoor spaces, or develop 
new projects, like a toy library, to provide a meeting point 
and valuable service to families.   
 

 It is exciting work and we value any contributions or 
questions you may have to ask.  If you would like to hear 
more, please pop in to Neighbourhood House, call 5345 4078 
or email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org 

mailto:co-ordinator@clunesnh.org
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WISE SELF DEFENCE (age 12 to 
17 years) 
 

 Knowing how to respect yourself and others, avoid 
unsafe situations, and protect yourself are important issues to 
the kids involved with Y3370.  Recently they applied for and 
secured a Hepburn Shire Youth Grant to undertake a 5 week 
WISE Self Defence course (www.wiseselfdefence.com.au) at 
Clunes Neighbourhood House. WISE Self Defence does 
more than use martial arts based practices to help you protect 
yourself. Fiona Skene is well known for her work 
empowering people to make positive decisions no matter 
what they counter, building foundations for people of all ages 
to take control and live fulfilling lives. 
 

 The course commences on Monday, 23rd April at 5pm – 
6.30pm.  The cost is $5.  For kids interested in helping film a 
reflections diary each week this cost will be waived.  
Children aged 12 years or older will be eligible to participate 
and do not have to be involved with Y3370 currently.  To 
register call Clunes Neighbourhood House on 5345 4078.   
 

CRAFTERNOON 
 

 Are you at home with the kids and would love an excuse 
to get out?  Are you someone who just likes craft?  Then this 
group is ideal for you.  Crafternoon started last month and 
continues on the 4th Monday of every month from now on.  
Why not join other parents and get creative!   
 

12 noon - 3pm at the Clunes Neighbourhood House 
Lunch Room.  No need to book, just join in on the day. 

2018 CALENDAR OF REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

FOR THE KIDS: 

Y3370 Youth Program (during 
term) 

  

Drama Sports (led by Jen Bray) 
Every Monday, 4.15pm – 5.15pm 
$12 p/session-ages Prep to Grade 
3. Excluding School Holidays 

Neighbourhood 
House 

Time Turners – presented by 
Magpie’s Nest 
Every Monday, 3.30pm – 5pm 
Ages 8 – 15 years 
Back again for Term 2! 

Warehouse 

Y3370 
Every Monday, 4.30pm – 6pm 
Ages 12 – 17 years. No cost 
applies. Excluding School 
holidays 

Neighbourhood 
House 

Clunes Tutoring Program 
Every Wednesday, 2-6pm 
sessions (ex. Holidays) 

Neighbourhood 
House 

Clunes Board Games 
Every Thursday, 5-7pm  
No need to book - just turn up and 
say hi to Emma. Suitable for 12 
years + 

Neighbourhood 
House 

FOR EVERYONEEVERYONE 

Clunes Open House Dinners 
Every Tuesday, 6pm – 7.30pm Town Hall 

Supper Rm 

Book Art NEW! 
Every Monday, 10am til 12 noon 
$5 each, or free if you make 
pieces for a fundraiser 
(ex.Holidays) 

In the Gallery 
Neighbourhood House 

Craft-ternoon NEW! 
Fourth Monday of every month In the Lunchroom 

Neighbourhood House 

Yoga 
Various sessions each week - see 
advert 

Warehouse 

Writers Group 
Second Monday of the month, 
1pm - 3pm 

RSL 

Men’s Shed 
Every Monday and Wednesday, 
10am - 12 noon 

Men’s Shed  
18 Alliance Street 

http://www.wiseselfdefence.com.au
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FREE ‘Responsible Service of 
Alcohol’ COURSE 
 

 Given that coffee is the second most traded commodity 
on earth, it comes as no surprise that many social enterprises 
around the world would involve selling coffee - just like the 
new CFNC Coffee Shack! 

 The Coffee Shack opened its doors in March for the first 
practice match of the footy season, and the Free Family Day 
event.  The Coffee Shack is opened by volunteers who’ve 
taken advantage of the free barista and hospitality training 
offered through the support of the Australian Drug 
Foundation, Hepburn Health Services and Clunes 
Neighbourhood House.  We still have one more course for 
anyone interested to undertake – and that is Responsible 
Service of Alcohol. 
 

WHEN?  Sunday, 15th April from 1pm – 5pm at CFNC. 
CALL Clunes Neighbourhood House to book on 
53454078. 
 

 This course, like the others, is free in exchange for 
people doing a minimum of 2 catering shifts during the home 
games of the upcoming football season.    
 

 Hospitality training is a great way of getting experience 
on your resume, and some practical experience that might 
lead to a job in any industry.   
 

BIG DANCE - something for 
everyone! 
 

 Thanks to an exciting partnership with Ausdance 
Victoria, the largest free dance celebration in the world is 
coming to Clunes!  Join thousands of people around 
Australia who will be learning the Big Dance – a five minute 
routine choreographed by Frances Rings and Craig Barry.  
These free 90 minute workshops will be held: 
 

For Kids:  Thursday, 5th April 2018, 2pm til 3.30pm at the 
Clunes Town Hall 
For Adults (and kids, dogs… J):   Friday, 13th April 2018, 
6.00pm til 7.30pm in Collins Place 
 

 Grab yourself a coffee while the kids enjoy the 
workshop during the school holidays, or follow up with a 
wine or dinner out after the workshop on the Friday at 
Collins Place.  To register visit www.eventbrite.com.au and 
use the key word “Clunes” in search. 

     YOGA IN CLUNES 
Tuesdays 7pm The Warehouse      

Fraser St                                                  
 

 $16 casual          
$60 monthly       $120 for ten 

 

Mats available/ BYO 
For info call Lily 0459 138 797 

www.lilymasonyoga.com 
Classes supported by Clunes Neighbourhood House 

Photo supplied 

Photo supplied 

http://www.eventbrite.com.au
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Send/receive emails 

Online banking 

Shopping & eBay 

Printing service 

Document scanning 

A4 laminating 

Training courses and 
workshops 

Edit and print photos 

Download information 

Meeting room hire  

 

About Clunes Neighbourhood House 
   Ph: 5345 4078      

Open: Monday-Friday 9am - 3pm 

Email:  co-ordinator@clunesnh.org 

Address: 70 Bailey St, Clunes, 3370 

(Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles) 

Anyone over 50 years old gets free internet access at 
Clunes Neighbourhood House via the 

Broadband for Seniors initiative. 

Come in anytime, we’ll help you get started. 
Clunes Neighbourhood House Inc. acknowledges the support of the  Victorian 

Government 

There’s so much on offer 
Our friendly staff and volunteers are always on 

hand to lend assistance. 
Save yourself the drive to Ballarat by using 

our computer and printer services. 
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Clunes Former Free Lending 
Library (CFFLL) 
By Phil  Taig 
 

Open Day 
 

 Those that ventured through the doors of the Clunes 
Free Library last Saturday week were astounded to find that 
what appeared to be a dilapidated shell is now looking very 
smart with its fully waterproofed outside and its inside 
looking brand new with freshly painted walls, ceilings, doors 
and window frames. 
 

 What was not obvious was that a dozen large and 
dangerously leaning spiky Gleditsia tress had been removed 
from the adjacent reserve at great expense. 

The Clunes Free Library a generation ago - note the Fire 
Brigade Station on the right and the chimney on the left. 
 

 Every renovation is expensive and somehow always 
seems to exceed the expected budget. The Committee of 
Management is grateful for physical and financial support 
from Heritage Victoria, Federation University, the state 
Department of Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), and 
Creative Clunes Incorporated. 
 

 Short term renovations planned include a ramp for 
disabled access, and new window glazing needed after 
numerous vandal attacks. In the foreseeable future an 
internal brick wall, currently screened from public access, 
has to be replaced. 
 

 Who knows what changes will be seen in 2019 at the 
next Open Day of the Clunes Free Library? 
 

Clunes Museum: A Home For Your 
History 
By James Curzon-Siggers, President, Clunes Museum 
 

"Wasn't the Chinese a man and a brother?" 
 

 The proposed 1873 Clunes Riot Exhibition has been 
postponed due to unforeseen logistical and curatorial issues. 
While it's disappointing, moving it to next year will mean a 
much better exhibition. In particular, we'll have time to offset 
the substantial costs involved with grant money and we'll 
have the time to do much more research. Already, Museum 
members have unearthed fascinating material on a bigger 
Chinese presence in Clunes than was previously thought as 
well as Peter Lalor's landholdings in the Tourello district, in 
addition to his well known mining company directorships in 
Clunes and Creswick. Watch this space. 

Research News 
 

 As well as doing family history research, the Research 
Dept. team also handle enquiries of a more general nature. 
Recently, the Museum was contacted regarding the old brick 
building next to the palm tree on Station Flat Road. It was 
severely damaged by arson a month or so ago and the 
question raised was whether or not the building was 
historically significant enough to warrant repair or even 
rebuilding. While most locals thought it was the old 
Brusaschi farm dairy, there was some evidence that it had a 
previous life  in the 19th century as the office of that 
towering figure in the history of Clunes and Port Phillip 
Mining, Rivett Henry Bland. Sadly, this proved not to be so 
as the bricks were made in the 20th century. This dovetailed 
with the Brusaschi Family history folder in the Museum 
which show Giovanni Brusaschi and his family relocated 
from Dunach to Station Flat Road in the 1920's, built a house 
and ran a farm and milked cows there. (Indeed, the old 
Brusaschi farmhouse, since burnt down, is listed in the 
invaluable 1988 Talbot and Clunes Conservation Study.) The 
consensus was not to pursue rebuilding of the old dairy but 
down the track, when the Clunes Loop walk happens, to 
consider siting an information board there about the 
Brusaschis.  
 

 Meanwhile, if you have a research enquiry of a general 
nature, contact us. All the details are on our website or fill 
out a research enquiry form available from reception at The 
Warehouse. 
 

Clunes Crime Wrap Up for 19th 
February - 13th March, 2018 
By Athol (Chaffs) Chaffey 

  Theft of building materials from a building site 

 3 separate vehicles targeted for thefts 

 Offended processed re breach intervention order and 
threats to kill 

 Offender processed for various drug matters 

 2 x offenders charged with drug driving matters 

 1 x offender charge re drink driving matters 
  

 As you can see, Burglaries down for the month but still 
the opportunistic offenders stealing items from around town. 
Please make sure that your homes, sheds and cars are locked 
at all times, even if you are at home. 
 

 Continuing to issue tickets in and around the town, 
speed, seat belts and mobile phone use, especially in the 60 
km/h zones in Service Street, Victoria Street and Talbot 
Road. 
 

 Congratulations to the organisers of the Opera at 
Keebles, the sound of those magnificent voices flowing into 
my lounge room on Saturday night was magical. 
 

 Until next Newsletter, look after each other and stay 
safe. As I always say I am YOUR local copper and can be 
contacted on station Ph 5345 3211, mobile 0427 683 940, 
fax 5345 3794 or email athol.chaffey@police.vic.gov.au  
 

If you need police attendance for an emergency situation 
ALWAYS rings 000. 

Photo supplied 



 

APRIL 2018                    CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                               PAGE 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karl Schaefer Mobile: 0418 508 558 

Email: schaeferant@bigpond.com 

 

Your digital specialist 
Servicing Clunes & District 

38 Years Experience 
Prompt Service & Expert Advice 
Satellite Installation & Service 

UHF, VHF & FM Antennas 

Clunes Sustainability Group 
By Barbara Curzon-Siggers 
 

 The Clunes Sustainability Group is up and running! On 
Saturday 3/3 we met with new members and new energy and 
possibilities.  Our aim is to intersect and support the 
wonderful activity already happening here in town including 
the bike paths and the Bike Club, the Gardening Club, Clunes 
Community Garden, Landcare and Waterways Group. 
 

 We’re starting off with a couple of great projects: 
-          Working with the farming community to: 

·     establish high-yield, low-impact animal feed 
practices and ongoing education    program 
·     building on their best practice, develop 
sustainable pasture practices, without chemical 
intervention 
 

-          Develop and extend permaculture practices in 
Clunes by promoting, educating about and    supporting 
permaculture practices. 
 

-        Establishing a sustainable and autonomous energy 
efficient Clunes by: 

·    establishing whole-of-town energy production, 
storage and supply, owned and   operated by the 
town; 
·    establishing an energy home efficiency program 
which includes tours and visits to existing energy 
efficient homes, information and education about 
innovative; 
·    investigating innovative methods of solar energy 
capture including the use of solar roads and 
footpaths. 

Other areas of great interest and in the pipeline include: 
-          Developing a whole of town solution to waste and 
recycling by: 

·         creating a plastic-free town by encouraging 
less plastic wrapping and packaging, campaigning for 

a single-use plastic bag policy at community events 
·         community composting 
·         investigate extending the Hepburn Shire ‘food 
waste to energy’ model 
·         establishing a food co-op which provides local 
produce without plastic   packaging including buyers 
providing recyclable containers 

·         support the ongoing efforts of the 
Boomerang Bag group 

 

-          Extending the idea of the community garden, incl. 
supporting to the current Community Garden 
 

-          Establish a sustainable water storage approach by: 
·         campaigning for community water storage 
facilities 
·         developing a program of subsidised 
community-wide, water tank installation       
 

We meet again on: 
Saturday 7 April 10.30-12.30 pm  
Meeting Room, Clunes Neighbourhood House 
 

Please Join us to contribute to any of the projects and also 
contributing and developing further ideas and possibilities. 
 

 A town forum will be held in a couple of months, we'll 
begin meeting with local community groups and individuals 
in the coming months and we will also have a conversation 
table in Fraser Street during April and May – look for us with 
our clipboards, coffee and eager look! 
 

 Look for us also on Facebook in the very near future. 
 
Barbara Curzon-Siggers 
b.curzonsiggers2@gmail.com 
0400 855 926 
 
 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

CATHERINE KING MP 
 

Federal Member for Ballarat 
 
 
 

Standing up 

for the 

Clunes 

Community 

 
 
 
Electorate Office: 
5 Lydiard Street Nth, Ballarat 3350 
Ph. 5338 8123 
www.catherineking.com.au 
Authorised by Catherine King Australia Labor Party 5/9 Sydney Ave Barton ACT 
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Motorbikes & Mowers 
Sales . Service . Repairs 

All Makes & Models 

Jim Robinson: 

03 5461 4619 / 0418 132 821 

18 Johnson St Maryborough Vic 3465 

 

 

 

 

Stories To Shine Light On Lollipop 
Tree Centenary 
By Linda Newitt 
 

 Anyone with a story to share about the iconic ‘Lollipop 
Tree’ atop Mt Beckworth is encouraged to attend the 
centenary event on Sunday 22 April to join in a recording of 
the history of the tree. 
 

 Video recordings of individuals with a family or 
personal story to tell about the tree will take place over the 
course of the afternoon. The day will also feature some great 
live music by exciting new local R&B band The Mercurys 
and poet Bob McKinnon who will recite an original poem 
penned specially to mark the centenary. 
 

 This is a free community event and a limited number of 
tickets are still available for people planning to walk to the 
tree as part of the celebrations on the morning of Sunday 22 
April, however anyone yet to register is urged to do so 
quickly to avoid missing out. Additional places are available 
for people to join the celebrations from lunchtime if they do 
not plan to walk to the tree or are unable to secure a 
Registered Walker ticket. All bookings close on 11 April. 
 

 The day will now also include the unveiling of a new 
plaque provided by Parks Victoria that recognises the 
Lollipop Tree’s inclusion on the National Trust’s Significant 
Tree Register. 
 

 A BBQ lunch can be purchased on site in support of the 
Clunes Primary School, with cool drinks available from the 
Clunes and District Pre-School. There will also be a coffee 
stall on site.  
 

 The Mt Bolton-Beckworth Landcare Group is 
organising the community event in association with the 
Clunes Tourist & Development Association, with thanks to 
the support of the Hepburn Shire Council, the assistance of 
Parks Victoria, additional local backing from the Waubra 
Wind Farm Community Fund and equipment and resources 

from Wesley College Clunes, Creative Clunes and the 
Clunes & District Agricultural Society. 
 

 The starting point for the walks and main event site is 
‘Phillip’s Paddock’, Mt Beckworth Road (an extension of 
Coutts Road) Mt Beckworth. Walkers can set out from 
between 9am and 10.15am so everyone can be ready on the 
mountain for a brief ceremony at 11am. Walkers are then 
invited to return to the main event site by 12.30pm for the 
lunchtime celebrations. A commemorative certificate will be 
available for all registered walkers. 
 

 Limited transport is available by pre-arrangement for 
people unable to walk (courtesy of Ballarat & District Four 
Wheel Drive Club) - pre-booking is essential: call Billie 
Drife on 0429 434 233 or Ken Campbell on 5343 5378. 
Billie would also like to hear from anyone with history to 
share about the tree. 
 

 To register to walk or join in the lunch time celebrations 
go to https://lollipop100.eventbrite.com.au/ by 11 April. 
 

Notes From the Past 
Article from the Clunes Guardian and Gazette March 1905 
 

His mothers cooking 
 

He sat at the dinner table there, 
With a discontented frown, 
The potatoes and the steak were underdone, 
And the bread was baked too brown; 
The pie too sour, the pudding too sweet. 
And the meat was much too fat, 
The soup so greasy, too, and salt ,”twas hardly fit to eat.” 
I wish you could taste the bread and pies 
I have seen my mother make; 
They were something like, and ‘twould do you good 
Just to look at a slice of her cake. 
Said the smiling wife, “I’ll improve with age, 
Just now I am but a beginner, 
But your mother called to see me today, 
And I got her to cook the dinner. 

Earthmoving or Landscaping need doing? 
 

Allan Stacey   10 years 

Is the man   experience 
 

 

 

 

Allan has all the equipment and experience for these 

tough jobs when the ground gets too rocky, too hard 

and just too big for you 

No job is too small or too big 
 

Site level & clean | Trenching | Post Hole Boring | Driveways 

General excavation works & Landscaping 

Allan services Clunes, Ballarat & surrounding areas 

Equipment available: 
5 Tonne Tip Truck | 2 Bobcats (Rubber Track & Tyre) 

2 Excavators (2&3 tonne) 

Please give Allan a call on 

Mobile 0408 903 870 for a quote 

 

https://lollipop100.eventbrite.com.au/
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LOCAL A GRADE ELECTRICIAN 
All types of electrical work 

Paul Milne 

  0407 857 486 
 

GOLDFIELDS VETERINARY SERVICES 

5 Castlemaine Road Creswick 

Ph: 0343 110 101 
Barbara Henderson BVSc 

Companion and Farm Animals 

Please call for veterinary attention 

Earthmoving contractors 

Bobcat for hire 

Tip truck & 5 tonne excavator 

ALL AREAS 

Driveways - Small Excavations - Horse Arenas - Post 
Hole Borers - Gorse & Light Scrub Clearing 

Contact GEOFF on 0409 958 853 

Anytime Anywhere Earthmoving 

 

Clunes Family Hairdresser 

47 Fraser St, Clunes 

Ph. 5345 3754 

Clunes Hours: Tuesday to Saturday (closed Mondays) 

Now @Talbot Town Hall Mondays 9am-1pm 

Veronica 

RBA CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE 
ROBBIE ALLEN 

 

CARPENTRY AND MAINTENANCE 
Servicing Clunes and surrounding areas. Maintenance. Car-

pentry. Cladding repairs. Framework. General carpentry work.   
Friendly and reliable service   

0418 579 946 

ROBBIE@RBABUILDING.COM 

 

   Grey Army << << 
HOME & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

SKILLED COURTEOUS TRUSTWORTHY TRADESMEN 

 CARPENTERS  PLUMBERS 

 ELECTRICIANS  PAINTERS 

 TILERS/PAVERS  DECKS/PERGOLAS 

 BATHROOM RENO’S PLASTERERS 

 BUILDING REPAIRS HANDYMAN 

PHONE: 5333 5555 OR 0428 388 775 

EMAIL: greyarmyballarat@gmail.com 

Tennis in Clunes 
Professional Tennis Coaching with David Shields 

   
  International coach and player 
  Private and small group lessons 
  Certified Professional Racquet Stringer 
  Social tennis events - call for details 
  Ages 5 and up welcome  — beginners to pros 
  Ask about free tennis assessment 

 

Ph: 5345 4028  or 0412 810 612 

 

Goodall’s Appliances 
 

Service to washing machines, dryers and 
dishwashers, most makes and models. In home or 
workshop servicing available.  Out of hours service 

available. 
 

Andrew Goodall 
10 Angus Street Clunes Vic 3370 

Mob: 0410141954 andrewsgoodall@hotmail.com 

BODY 

HARMONY 

NATURAL 

THERAPIES 

JENNY GAMBLE 
(CERT IV HEALTH) 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

0427 453 080 
 

RELAXATION MASSAGE 

INDIAN  HEAD MASSAGE 

FACIALS 

BODY SALT SCRUB 

FOOT TREATMENT 

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 

THE WORKS 

PREGNANCY MASSAGE 

REIKI 

DE-STRESS & RELAX PACKAGE 

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT PACKAGE 
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SPORTS NEWS  

Clunes Football Netball Club 
By Chloe Stinchcombe, U17 Netballer 
 

 A mini bus full of excitement and nerves made the 2-
hour journey to Mornington. With 20 of Macca’s best coffees 
to help prepare us for the day (thanks to Jesse) the Clunes 
Army was ready for action. 
 

 We pulled up to The Peninsula Obstacle Racing Course, 
or what I now refer to as the battlefield, and were given a 
debrief and assigned our teams.  I’m a 15-year-old girl and 
being put in a team with 4 senior footballers was 
daunting.  Concerns of being the weak link soon filled my 
head. 
 

 The first obstacle our team faced was getting over one of 
those big walls.  My scrawny little arms and lack of height 
were never going to get me over but that's where my tall, 
strong team mates come in.  I was soon lifted up and pulled 
over that wall.  Making our way on through the next 
obstacles we soon realised that height and strength weren’t 
always a good thing.  When it came to tunnels and tight 
spaces I definitely had an advantage. 
 

 At the end of the course, although we were covered from 
head to toe in cuts and bruises, water and mud, we all had big 
smiles on our faces. 
 

 Getting back on the bus, relaxing my tired, aching body 
I thought about my day.  While the course was hard, I had 
never laughed so hard or had so much fun and we had all 
made new connections within the club.  Seniors connecting 
with juniors and footballers connecting with netballers. What 
a great day for the Clunes Football Netball Club. I can’t wait 
to do it all again next year! 

Clunes Field and Game Branch 
By Lynne Jones 
 

 Clunes FGA conducted their March 75 target OTG event 
over the long weekend with 81 competing.  A good mix of 
targets were set over the two courses and were well received 
by those participating on the day. 
 

Results: 
 

High Gun: D Azzopardi 64/75 
AA: M Park 63, P Kennedy 61, M Hannah 61 
A: A Smith 61, S Wallace 61, B Scantlebury 59 
B: R Shirley 57, R Hamilton 54, M Ware 53 
C: K Glasgow 49, M Watson 46, I McPhan 45 
Vets: N Johnson 61, J Johns 59, M Rodda 58 
Juniors: Michaela Shirley 26 
Sub-Juniors: D Johns 36, T Mitsarakis 19 

  

 

MOUNTJOY WOOL 
Garry Mountjoy 

 :  Any quality of wool bought 

:  Prompt Payment & Service 

Mob: Ph 0417 510 228 or Ph 54488 470 

151 Sargeants Road, Epsom 

 

MOUNTJOY WOOL 
Shed 2 Wiltshire Lane, Delacombe 

Open: Tuesday & Friday 

9.30am – 4.00pm 

Contact: Garry 0417 510 228 or 

Hayden 0408 308 845 

EARTHMOVING AND LANDSCAPING 
 No job too small. Servicing Clunes and surrounding areas 

 

Excavations 5 Tonne Tip Truck 
 Driveways 2 Tonne Excavator 
 Post Hole Boring 3 Tonne Excavator 
 General Clean-ups Bobcat (Rubber Tyre or  
 Site Levelling Rubber Track) 

CONTACT ALLAN STACEY 
0408 903870 
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All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first  Tuesday except January. New 
members most welcome. Contact Secretary: Martin Jones, 0418 103 
722 or martin.jones2@bigpond.com.  
 

Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship- Eucharist for all 
ages 11am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed by bring & share lunch. All 
welcome. Enq: Father Ryan Bennett 0422 864 108 or email 
bennettr@7mail.com for baptisms, weddings & funerals.  
 

Carpet Bowls Indoors at Clunes Senior Citizens Hall. Each Wed and Sat 
from 1.40pm. New members welcome. Come along for a fun 
afternoon. Enq: Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.  
 

Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 3rd Thur of month from 
Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before Show & Thur after. President-Lachlan 
Campbell contact 0409 423 489;  Secretary-Barb Adam 5345 3042. 
Homecrafts-Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website www.clunesshow.com.au  
 

Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues 7.30pm at 
the Young Farmers club rooms at show grounds. A friendly, social 
environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact Jenny 0400 613 153.  
 

Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each 
month 7.30pm, old SMB building behind Clunes Mechanical   Repairs.  
 

Clunes Artists' Group Meet 2nd Sat of month 10.30am at Bottle 
Museum. Mingle, discuss art and promote artistic opportunities in 
Clunes and region. Enq: Marlene 0409 355 857 or Ann 0422 726 132 
 

Clunes Badminton Club Inc For further info ph Billie Drife 5343 4233. 
Competition runs at Clunes Sporting Complex, 7.30pm. All levels and 
ages from secondary school to veterans welcome.  
 

Clunes Bowling Club: Mark Vorbach 0421422 895 Email 
clunesbowlingclub@outlook.com 
 

Clunes Book Club Enq Karen ph: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm 
on the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL. 
 

Clunes Card Playing Group Every Thurs Neighbourhood House 3pm. 
Games usually Bridge or 500. Cost $2 per session. New players 
welcome. Enq: Beat - 5345 3749 or Deidre - 0425 707 972 (for Bridge).  
 

Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the 
Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm BYO  lunch + craft projects, all 
crafts + kids welcome. Join Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Facebook 
group for more info. 
 

Clunes Community Garden Alliance St. Open 10am Mon & Wed. 
Contact Clunes Neighbourhood House 5345 4078 or Stephen    
Arrowsmith 0429 709 720.  
 

Clunes Field & Game Enquiries to Eric 5345 3571. 
 

Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath 
Milne 0448 453 665. Email clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.  
 

Clunes Garden Club Mon April 2 Newlyn Antiques & Cottage Garden-
meet @ Seniors Rm to car pool @ 10am. Bring picnic lunch to enjoy in 
beautiful nursery gardens & fold up chair or rug. Enjoy browsing 
through the wonderful antiques store. Invite a friend to join us! For 
further info please contact Maryanne 0425 232 442 or Jill 0438 640  
 

Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Kevin Steart 5345 3127 or 
Laurie Lees 5345 3034. Course: 18 holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year 
round play. Non members $5 green fees for 18 holes. Under 16 free! 
Wednesday is 50+ (younger players welcome).  
 

Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group. Meets 4th Thurs of month at 
the Angling Club. Contact Chris O’Donnell 0408 034 017 for more info.  
 

Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins 
Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm, Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat & Sun 
10am-2pm Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.  
 

Clunes Men’s Shed Open from 10am Monday & Wednesday at the 
Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and friendly space for men 
to meet in a workshop setting. Enq: Vaughan 0419 430 250.  
 

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in 
the Museum Workshop from 10am each Thursday. Committee 
meetings every 2nd Thursday 10am in the Ulumbarra Gallery at the     
Warehouse. Enq. The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message for 
Museum. 
 

Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs. 
Printing services, free internet, gallery available for hire. 70 Bailey St 
(at Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. 
Open 9-3 Mon-Fri. See our website www.clunesnh.org for more 
details. 
 

Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers 
& their parents/caregivers. Clunes Health Centre Wed 10am-12pm, 
term time. Enq Catherine Rhodes 0431 908 212 
 

Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@ 
kindergarten.vic.gov.au.  
 

Clunes Probus Club Meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the 
Clunes Town Hall at 9.45am. Visitors most welcome. For          
information contact Barbara Reynolds ph 5345 3946.  
 

Clunes RSL Sausage Sizzle and Devonshire Teas held on the second 
Sunday of the month at the RSL, 30 Fraser St, from 10am to 2pm.  
 

Clunes Senior Citizens Club Inc Further information from the 
Secretary, Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.  
 

Clunes Tourist & Development Association Monthly meeting held at 
The Warehouse. Everyone welcome from community and business. 
Notices of dates and times will appear in Community Newsletter. Enq: 
President Steve Hunter on Mob 0400 696 794 or email 
shunter@closedloop.com.au 
 

Clunes Writers' Group meets second Monday of each month except 
public holidays 1.00-3.00pm at RSL, 30 Fraser St. Please use the side 
entrance. All welcome. Contact Patsy 0407 377 610  
 

Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival 
and monthly    Booktown on Sunday author talks. Volunteers always 
welcome. Enq 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.  
 

Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets at the 
Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey Street Clunes on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.  
 

Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school 
terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq Lana 0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.  
 

Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm Clunes 
Community Health Centre. Enq Georgina 5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 
946 095. 
 

Tourello Red Cross Meets 1st Thur of month, 2pm at the RSL, Fraser 
St. One of the oldest Red Cross branches. All welcome to join this 
wonderful organisation and support your community membership.  
 

Y3370 Youth activities for primary and secondary kids on Monday 
afternoons at Clunes Neighbourhood House during school terms from 
3pm-6pm. Includes Band from 5pm-6pm for teenagers. Call 5345 
4078. 
 

Yoga Classes Clunes Warehouse every Tuesday at 7pm  All levels 
welcome anytime. Enq Lily 0459 138 797, or lilymason75@gmail.com, 
www.lilymasonyoga.com.  
 
 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 


