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Barb Adams “2017 Ripon Volunteer Award”
By Karen (Kaz) Rustman

Barb Adams & Louise Staley, MP
Photo supplied

Barb Adams
Photo supplied

In October 2017 the Member for
Ripon, Louise Staley MP, sent out a
request for nominations for a
volunteer to receive the 2017 Ripon
Volunteer Award.
“The Award recognises the
selfless contributions volunteers
make behind the scenes; ….. have
helped shape the organisation for the
better over the years …… who often
go unrecognised and in many
instances play an integral role in
(the) organisation”.
After discussion with the then
President of the Clunes and District
Agricultural Society (CDAS), Lachy
Campbell, it was without hesitation
that, on behalf of the CDAS, a
nomination is put in for in for Barb.
Barb became Secretary of the CDAS
in 1998 and resigned from the
position in 2017, only to take on the
Care Taker Secretary role until
Gayle Wrigley accepted the role at
the 2018 CDAS AGM. Over the
many, many years Barb was
secretary her role was vast, from
taking minutes at meetings, to media
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liaison, to entertainment coordinator,
to grant application writer, to the
many administrative duties required
leading up to and on show day, as
well as helping the homecrafts
committee with some tasks.
Although Barb had managed to
delegate a few of those jobs over the
last 5 years or so, she has still so
many she does that we, the
committee, don’t even know about
them until what is required suddenly
appears, completed (by the Barb
fairy).
Over the last few years, Barb
has been able to get away to warmer
weather with her husband, Wayne
while Clunes is experiencing the
cold of winter, but Barb does not
forget about the CDAS. While away
she would be checking emails and
corresponding with me as my point
of reference for ‘anything’ I needed
to know. All the while I slopped
around in her big shoes, as I tried to
fill them in her absence.
Ever humble about the extent of
her role, Barb was always willing to
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help should anyone else need it.
Even now, Barb is still helping in
many ways, from assisting the
Society’s new secretary, Gayle and
assisting the Homecrafts Committee,
to organising and liaising between
interests and as always undertaking
tasks that are taken for granted (very
appreciatively though), that ‘just get
done’.
Barb has always been extremely
patient and helpful to me since I took
on the role as Assistant Secretary. It
has always amazed me at how
grateful and complementary, Barb
was for anything I did for her and
even a bit embarrassed because to
me it was only a tiny portion of
what, Barb herself would be doing. I
think that is just a demonstration of
her big heart and dedication.
It has always been a pleasure to
work with, Barb and I know she is a
very integral part of the Clunes and
District Agricultural Society where
she is very well liked and respected.
She deserved to win.
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On Top of the Mountain
By Linda Newitt

A record of more than 300
people walked to the top of Mt
Beckworth on Sunday 22 April
to celebrate the centenary of the
planting of the iconic pine now
known as the Lollipop Tree.
Perfect weather conditions
rewarded many months of
planning and hard work by the
organising team of Mt BoltonBeckworth Landcare Group
volunteers. With the permission
of Parks Victoria, members of
the Ballarat and District 4WD
Club made it possible for some
30 community members to make
the journey to the summit who
Photo by Ann Jeffree
would otherwise have been
unable to take part – including a number of very special
guests in their late 80s and early 90s – a feat worth
celebrating in itself.
All walkers received a commemorative certificate and
the celebratory lollipops proved a hit with young and old.
The morning’s walk and speeches were topped off by live
music by The Mercurys.
So many stories were told on the day - including the
historic significance of the tree by Professor Kevin Tolhurst
who was responsible for the tree’s listing on the National
Trust Significant Tree register; reminiscences by John Drife
representing the descendants of those four forward thinking
Glendaruel school boys who helped plant the tree; and the
memories of Elaine Brogan OAM the great great niece of the
forester Jack Scarfe who planted the tree with the boys.
But on the day, the story that seemed to capture it best
of all was that by poet Bob McKinnon in the reading of his
specially penned poem, standing right under the tree, to
commemorate the centenary. That poem ‘The Centenarian’ is
printed below in full with Bob’s permission and has now
been provided to the Clunes Primary School, Clunes
Museum and Parks Victoria at their request.
At the time of writing, the National Trust had nominated
the Mt Beckworth Lollipop Tree as the Victorian Tree of the
Year. Whatever the outcome, the centenary event will go
down in our own history as a remarkable day.

Mt Bolton-Beckworth Landcare Group would like to
acknowledge the assistance provided by its event partners the
Clunes Tourism Association and Parks Victoria, the funding
provided by the Hepburn Shire and the Waubra Wind Farm
Community Fund, and the support of the Ballarat and District
4WD Club, Wesley College Clunes, Creative Clunes, Clunes
Makers Market, Clunes Agricultural Society, Clunes Primary
School and the Clunes Pre School for making the event
possible, with thanks to all those who took part in the day.
THE CENTENARIAN
by Bob McKinnon
On a land inhabited by the Jaara tribe of the Kulin Aboriginal
people,
1836 saw Major Mitchell pass through.
From the top of Mount Greenock, not far in the distance,
He could see a granite outcrop lush with indigenous flora.
He called that Mount Beckwith, after his friend Thomas Sidney
A founder of the English rifles brigade.
An area of distinction, rich with nature's beauty;
Wild orchids flourish, the eagle soars majestic.
Government proclaimed the area State Forest in 1866,
To be preserved, kept for recreational purposes.
No trees - dead or alive, no bark nor gravel,
Even if licensed, were to be removed.
A tree planting took place in 1918
With Ranger Scarf and some local lads.
Atop of the mount, several trees were prepared,
Planted to grow straight, strong and tall.
1945 hears the ring of axes and the ssshhhuu of the crosscut
saw,
Rangers sent to the top of the mount, job description: Clear, fall.
All the trees planted in 1918 cut down - bar one;
One left with severe pruning, one left standing tall.
"Are we there yet?" is heard from the rear of the car,
"Are we there yet?"
"No," comes the reply, "but look out the window, what do you
see?"
"I see the lollipop tree, Daddy! I see the lollipop tree! We're
nearly home!"
From an early age something sets deep in the mind;
The sight of a tree, on a hill, in the distance, means home
For travellers, visitors and locals alike.
Pinus insignis, enduring test of time.
A seedling planted by Ranger Scarf and some local lads
Grew into a tree, that became the beacon;
A seedling that grew to be the lighthouse of the plains.
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Next Market is on Sunday 10 June 2018 9.00am-1.00pm
Thank you to all those who attended last month’s
Clunes Farmers’ Market which was greatly appreciated by
the Stallholders.
The June Farmers’ Market will be held on the Queen’s
Birthday Long Weekend with the Makers Market. We look
forward to coming together on Sunday 10 th as two markets
in a slightly new location on the corner of Fraser & Service
Streets.
Our wood raffle was held again in May and lucky ticket
was drawn at the CTDA Meeting by Michael de Kort from
Longview Farm & Meats. Thanks to all who entered.
Appreciation to Steve Hunter from Quigley & Clarke
who again kindly donated the wood, and the lucky winner
was Jan Ford of Clunes.

Thank You

By Carmel Stevens, President of Ladies Auxiliary

I would like to thank all the ladies and men for their
support on the 5th & 6th of May, Booktown weekend.
Thank you Ugo & Peter for cooking sausages and onions.
Thank you Kay, Brian, Denise and Norm. Thank you
Bunny & Marie for running the book stall. Thank you TO
our tea ladies; Maureen, Debbie, Ruth & Maureen’s
granddaughter and husband. Thank you Sally & friends for
plating scones along with the four Kinnersly girls. Thank
you Vera & Alma at the door, Anette Higgins & daughter,
and thank you to Beryl & Pam. Many thanks for all your
hard work.
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Combined Probus Club of Clunes Inc.
By Maryanne Laws

Motto: “Tomorrow’s vision for Active Retirees”
So what do you think Probus is and who is it for?
The word PROBUS is an abbreviation of the words
PROfessional and BUSiness. However, membership is not
restricted to these two groups. Established clubs include
members from all occupations and the only
requirement is each member is a retired or semi–retired
individual. If you have always been a “home duties” person
then you are more than professional and know how to run a
“business”. Likewise if you have worked for yourself or
someone else, in any capacity, Probus is for you.
“Friendship, fellowship and fun” are core values of
Probus and the Clunes Probus Club has plenty of each.
Bus trips (some of them “mystery”) are a feature of our
club but as we are affiliated with Probus South Pacific
Limited and Probus Victoria there are often other trips on
offer. But bus trips are not our only activity as we celebrate
many aspects of an active, healthy life. Warm, welcoming
members make our “in house” or outdoor picnics, bird
spotting excursions, lunches at the “Nash” and Christmas in
July and Christmas lunch excursions a happy and often
hilarious experience. Our guest speakers are always great
value and always thought and question provoking. We do
not fund raise or have cake drives but we do assist with
community based projects such as knitting, sewing and
crafting.
You can, in fact, be as active or inactive as you wish
and still enjoy great company and wonderful experiences.
Clunes Probus Club meets on the second Tuesday of
each month. For further information please phone our
Secretary Barb Reynolds on 0428 637 019 and come along
as a guest and have some fun!
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Clunes Maker’s Market
Date: Sunday 10th June
The Clunes Maker’s Market Seasonal “Winter Craft
Market” will be held in conjunction with the Clunes
Farmers’ Market on Sunday 10th June
Time: 9.00am – 1.00pm
The Venue for the mini craft market will be undercover at
the former Clunes Garage on the corner of Fraser & Service
Streets. Spread the news, invite friends and come and enjoy.
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Clunes Garden Club

Dates for the Diary
Both Events to be held at Esmond Gallery @
The Warehouse
Access can be via Lift or Stairs
Time: 10.30am – 12.30pm
Monday 4th June 2018
Guest Speaker:
Christobell Comerford & Tom Comerford
Talking about “Making a Cottage Garden” with a PowerPoint presentation

Monday 2nd July 2018
Guest Speaker:
Sheilagh Kentish who represents the Ballarat Community Garden and is a very enthusiastic advocate of this
type of gardening and its benefits.
Be ready for questions
Please bring a small of plate of
morning tea to share.
All welcome – bring a friend
These are also a fundraiser & trade days
For further details, please contact:
Maryanne – Mobile 0425 232 442 or
Jill – Mobile 0438 640 431
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Clunes ‘21st’ Community Dinner
Date:

Friday10th August 2018
Announcement of:
‘Male, Female & Young Citizens of the Year’
Venue: Clunes Town Hall
Includes canapés on arrival followed by a 2 course dinner
Drinks at bar prices
Time to put your thinking caps on for Nominations for our
Citizens of the Year
More details on Dinner & how to nominate in the July
Community Newsletter

MULBERRY MANSE DESIGN
Sustainable Architectural Design since 1984

IKEA assembly and installation
"I Listen......."
Warren Wiggins 0417 498 270 mulberrymansedesign@gmail.com
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MOUNTJOY WOOL
Garry Mountjoy
: Any quality of wool bought
: Prompt Payment & Service
Mob: Ph 0417 510 228 or Ph 54488 470
151 Sargeants Road, Epsom

MOUNTJOY WOOL
Shed 2 Wiltshire Lane, Delacombe
Open: Tuesday & Friday
9.30am – 4.00pm
Contact: Garry 0417 510 228 or
Hayden 0408 308 845
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Neighbourly Natter

will be in building networks beyond Clunes to vote for
your ideas as well.

It’s becoming increasingly accepted that one of
the best ways of effecting change is helping people
explore their own ideas for supporting their
community – and then assisting them to turn those
ideas into reality.
Not all ideas are great, and some need to wait for
their time. However there is no doubt that at the
moment there is plenty of help available for people
keen to see if their idea has legs, advice to develop
that idea into a project, and funding opportunities to
bring the idea to life.
In this month’s newsletter we’ve compiled just a
few of the opportunities particularly accessible to
Clunes.

A DAY TO MAKE IDEAS
HAPPEN – “Let’s Nut it Out”

By Lana de Kort

PICK MY PROJECT – FREE
Information Session
The state government has announced up to $30
million worth of funding (from $20,000 up to $200,000
per project) available to people aged 16 years or over
who have a great idea to make life in their community
even better. Projects need to be sponsored by a
community group, school or local council prior to
submitting. Eligible projects will voted by the public
and announced in September 2018.
State government will be launching this funding
very soon (and you may recognise a few of our own
faces in their television, radio and social media
advertising!). If you ar e inter ested in finding out
more about this funding we recommend you attend a
free information session:
Where: Creswick Neighbourhood House
Date: 31st May, 2018
Time: 6.30pm
Venue: The hall located in the Creswick
Neighbourhood House precinct
Cost: Free
Book: No need to book, but may need to get there
early to secure a seat.
Clunes Neighbourhood House is eligible to sponsor
any projects (if desired and in line with our policies and
procedures). As we understand it (although we might
get a bit more information at the session!) a community
can pitch as many ideas as they like, and residents can
vote for as many of those projects as they want. Given
we really only have 2000 plus residents who might vote
(technically that would be including babies J) the key
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Applying for funding to help make an idea happen
is one thing, but often your likelihood of success
depends a lot on how well you’ve tested and developed
your idea. Clunes Neighbourhood House (thanks to a
partnership with Hepburn Health Service) will be taking
a small bus to a 1 day workshop in Bendigo to help
people nut out their ideas.
This workshop is not linked to the Pick My Project
funding that is available. It’s just a timely session that
is part of a much bigger change maker initiative in the
Bendigo region – and looks like a great session for
anyone wanting to work out how to put an idea into
action.
When: Wednesday, 6th June 2018, 9am – 4pm
Bus departing: 7.15am sharp from Clunes
Neighbourhood House
Venue: Latrobe University Campus, Edwards Road,
Flora Hill, Bendigo
Cost: $45 (early bird rate) plus $5 petrol
Book: We have secured 8 tickets who can then travel
on the bus – to grab one call 5345 4078 to book
Additional tickets may be available by purchasing
directly at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/lets-nut-itout-bendigo-tickets-39173288360 (if purchased directly
you will need to arrange your own transport J)
Let’s Nut it Out is a networking, resource building
and critical skill development workshop for: leaders,
changemakers, social entrepreneurs and visionaries of
all kinds. It is described as a program for people of all
ages who want to make stuff happen! Particularly those
who encompass social, health and wellbeing,
environmental and community wide challenges.
Program content includes:
- Inspiring talks
- Peer to peer learning
- Defining project challenges
- Nutting out solutions
- Access to mentors covering skills such as marketing,
finance and business management
Program delivery includes:
- Online resources
- Pre-event prep packs
- A full day workshop
- Post-event follow up

CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS

PAGE 7

Self-defence starts with Respect –
By Taya Maniatopulous
When you think of self-defence you usually think
of martial arts. But who knew that what you needed to
think of first is self respect?
Recently at Clunes Neighbourhood House the kids
of Y3370 have been participating in a self-dence
workshop shop delivered by Victorian based Fiona
Skene, of W.I.S.E self defence. Fiona’s been teaching
self-defence since 1990 after obtaining her black belt in
Taekwondo in 1987, at which time she then designed
her own WISE program that is sought after by schools
and groups.
When we secured the funding for the workshop
through a Quick Response Youth Grant via Hepburn
Shire Council we were expecting to learn the techniques
necessary to be safe if we found ourselves in an
dangerous `87 situation. But what we’ve discovered
is that these techniques go hand in hand with a better
understanding of ourselves and what we want out of life
– starting with self-respect or the feeling of being
empowered enough to expect others to treat you as
such. Knowing what we want and being empowered to
go after that helps us recognise warning signs around us
that tell us things might go wrong – or become unsafe.
It’s been a great place to start!

2018 CALENDAR OF REGULAR ACTIVITIES
FOR THE KIDS:
Y3370 Youth Program (during
term)
Drama Sports (led by Jen Bray)
Every Monday, 4.15pm – 5.15pm
Neighbourhood
$12 p/session-ages Prep to Grade
House
3. Excluding School Holidays
Time Turners – presented by
Magpie’s Nest
Every Monday, 3.30pm – 5pm
Warehouse
Ages 8 – 15 years
Back again for Term 2!
Y3370
Every Monday, 4.30pm – 6pm
Neighbourhood
Ages 12 – 17 years.
House
No cost applies.
Excluding School holidays
Clunes Tutoring Program
Every Wednesday, 2-6pm
sessions (ex. Holidays)
FOR EVERYONEEVERYONE
Clunes Open House Dinners
Every Tuesday, 6pm – 7.30pm

Card Making Monday
Every Monday, 10am til 12 noon
$5 each, or free if you make
pieces for a fundraiser
(ex.Holidays)
Craft-ternoon
Fourth Monday of every month
Social Bus Trips
Wednesday op-shop tours and
social trips target-departs 9:30ambooking essential
Yoga
Various sessions each week - see
advert
Writers Group
Second Monday of the month,
1pm - 3pm

Men’s Shed
Every Monday and Wednesday,
10am - 12 noon
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Neighbourhood
House
Town Hall
Supper Rm
In the Gallery
Neighbourhood House
In the Lunchroom
Neighbourhood House
Neighbourhood House

Warehouse

RSL
Men’s Shed
18 Alliance Street
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Face to Face Legal Service – Now
Available in Clunes
Herring and McMillan Solicitors are offering a face
to face legal service each Wednesday from 9am til 12
noon at Clunes Neighbourhood House commencing 30th
May, 2018.
The firm currently runs this type of service at
Dunnolly and Avoca, allowing local people to get
proper advice without the need to travel. Herring and
McMillan Solicitors are a well-established, and
regarded firm based in Maryborough offering
preparation of wills, powers of attorneys, contracts,
estate planning and real estate planning. Herring and
McMillan are also tax agents, able to assist with tax
returns and BAS statements.
If you are interested accessing a legal service
without having to travel out of Clunes, then call Herring
and McMillan direct to make a private appointment at
Clunes Neighbourhood House by ringing 03 5461 1344.

Pooling Resources to Get Through
Uni – By Cate Billings
Pursuing university studies can be hard – whether you
are doing it straight after high school or later in life.
But sometimes doing it with others can help make the
challenges that little bit easier.
At the end of 2017 representatives from the Clunes
Neighborhood House approached members of the
community to see if they would be interested in
attending a session to discuss a pilot program through
Federation University and the Daylesford Neighborhood
Center. With trepidation we piled into the car and made
the journey over. A new program allowing off campus
study in a non-online capacity was being launched. A
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Bachelor of Social Science with real world application
directed at people without the traditional skill set
associated with University learning.
It’s approaching the end of the first semester and a
good time to reflect on the journey. So far, we’ve
learnt about learning, looked at the impact of society on
youth living in the margins, gained a better
understanding of our place in society and how we
impact it as much as it impacts us, and my personal
favorite, local history where we got to explore a local
topic of interest.
So why would I suggest this to other people? I’m
sitting here working on class assessments with a 2-yearold at my side, class discussions are freely flowing and
the coffee is hot. The course has fitted in around a busy
lifestyle and school pick up times. The online class
preparation, readings and essay submission, are easily
navigated by the most adamant Luddite (a role ably
assisted by the access to internet at the Neighborhood
House and people who assist you navigate the Fed U
site and moodle if you need it.) Parking is easy…
something you can’t say about university campuses
generally! The commute is easy, the friendships bonded
through carpooling amazing, and the chance to advance
yourself genuine.
We have students here just out of Secondary
School, working and stay at home mothers, retirees and
small business owners, all hoping to go on to different
areas for work or further study. The course isn’t
exclusive, you don’t need to be academic to enjoy and
benefit from it. If the pilot program is anything to go by
this course will definitely give people the wings to soar
into the future.
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YOGA IN CLUNES
Tuesdays 7pm
The Warehouse - Fraser St
$16 casual / $60 monthly / $120 for ten
Mats available/ BYO
For info call Lily 0459 138 797

www.lilymasonyoga.com
Classes supported by Clunes Neighbourhood House

There’s so much on offer
Our friendly staff and volunteers are always on hand to
lend assistance.
Save yourself the drive to Ballarat by using our
computer and printer services.
Send/receive emails
Online banking
Shopping & eBay
Printing service
Document scanning
A4 laminating

Training courses and

workshops

Edit and print photos
Download information
Meeting room hire

About Clunes Neighbourhood House
Ph: 5345 4078
Open: Monday-Friday 9am - 3pm
Email: co-ordinator@clunesnh.org
Address: 70 Bailey St, Clunes, 3370
(Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles)
Anyone over 50 years old gets free internet access at
Clunes Neighbourhood House via the
Broadband for Seniors initiative.

Come in anytime, we’ll help you get started.
JUNE 2018

“Booktown”
by Bob McKinnon
May in Clunes, crisp morning air
Light cloud under turquoise sky
Spaces without cars, wine quaffed in
quite corners
Alfresco coffee at the table of
conversation
Back water business
Booktown appears, pop up shops
Tents on Fraser, fantasy meets fiction
Tweed over flannel, top hats on high
Smell of old books, aroma of coffee
Children see magic, first editions found
The new the unfolding
The old leather patches on worn corners

Clunes Neighbourhood House Inc. acknowledges the support of the Victorian
Government
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Clunes Former Free
Library (CFFLL)

Lending Clunes Garden Club Trips & Tips

By Phil Taig

The Clunes Free Library was a major venue for Clunes
Booktown weekend

Fundraising
It was a dark and stormy ……. Sunday on April 15, the
CFL fundraising day with continuous drizzle at both the
charity golf and the car boot sale. Despite the atrocious
weather the day was considered a success due to good
planning and wonderfully generous support from our local
community. Sufficient funds were added to the CFL bank
account to cover our current utility and stationery costs as
well as the installation of exterior lighting plus security
cameras. The committee of management is heartened at the
support it has received from many contributors, particularly
our local IGA Supermarket, the National Hotel and RACV
Creswick Resort. All involved can look forward to receiving
a personalised note of thanks.

Booktown Venue
The CFL hall was a major venue of the Clunes
Booktown Festival on both Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th
April, as outlined in the Festival Program. Those fortunate
enough to have procured a ticket to one of the Writer’s talks
discovered a ‘Parliament of Owls’ in the Foyer as they
walked to seating in the Hall. The owl is a symbol of wisdom
and is associated with Minerva, the Roman Goddess of
Wisdom and knowledge, so both Minerva and her owl are
associated with the objective of the Free Library - to impart
knowledge and wisdom. This was the first time in many
years that the Free Library has contributed to a major Clunes
event and is now available as an additional venue to cater for
Community needs such as temporary storage, meetings and
expositions.

By Maryanne Laws

On Monday 7th May the Garden Club had a most
enjoyable outing to the Spring Park Nursery at Eganstown
and then continued on to the Garden of St. Erth at
Blackwood.
Spring Park Nursery was exceptional and our hosts Ken,
Dot and their son Chris who run the nursery were warm and
welcoming, to the point of having tea and coffee available
when we arrived which had not been planned. Ken gave us a
wonderful talk about how Spring Park came into being and
how over the years they decided they needed a “specialist”
plant to base the rest of the nursery around. That plant is the
rose – the queen of flowers! Ken also spoke about a new
addition to their roses the “Gallipoli Centenary Rose” which
Ken said was one of the best red roses he had ever
encountered.
St. Erth is a well known garden at Blackwood and part
of the “Diggers Club” and has a wonderful sprawling garden
and the first organically-certified in Australia to be opened to
the public.
Don’t forget to plant out your pansies this autumn as
they will reward you with their abundant flowers if you keep
dead heading. They are one plant that loves this cool to
colder time of year.

Glass Artist & Weaver

AT STUDIO 125
Entwined Designs
www.facebook.com/atstudio125
125 McDonalds Road, Clunes
0427 128 594
Earthmoving or Landscaping need doing?
Allan Stacey
Is the man

10 years
experience

Contact the CFL
Should you have an interest in helping to renovate the
Clunes Free Library, the committee meets at 7 pm on the 3rd
Thursday of each month at the CFL. The committee
currently has a vacancy for an additional member and
encourages female participation. Enquiries should be
directed to the CFL Chairman, Graeme Johnstone at
thedukesbb@bigpond.com or phone 0427 534 532.

Allan has all the equipment and experience for these
tough jobs when the ground gets too rocky, too hard
and just too big for you
No job is too small or too big
Site level & clean | Trenching | Post Hole Boring | Driveways

General excavation works & Landscaping
Allan services Clunes, Ballarat & surrounding areas
Equipment available:
5 Tonne Tip Truck | 2 Bobcats (Rubber Track & Tyre)
2 Excavators (2&3 tonne)

Please give Allan a call on
Mobile 0408 903 870 for a quote
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Vale Betty Duncan - 12.5.1932-14.4.2018
A celebration of the life of
Mrs Betty Duncan was held in
the Clunes Bluestone Church
on 23rd April 2018. Betty, aged
85, a long time resident of
Clunes, passed away at her
home, on Saturday 14th April.
Betty was born in
Innisfail, north Queensland and
educated at Milla Milla and
later went to boarding school at
Herberton. In 1946, Betty’s
family relocated to Clunes
Victoria where she met and in
1953 married Sydney Duncan.
Betty Duncan
Photo supplied
They had 4 children, Tony,
Andrea, Sally and Fiona.
Betty’s first job was at the Clunes Harold Shoe
Company and then at Luff’s corner store. While raising her
family, Betty also undertook book keeping jobs with the
Chemist, a local café and the garage. In 1970 Betty became
the secretary of ANA (Australian Unity) and also the Avon
Lady. In 1974 Betty became the Kindergarten Assistant at the
newly opened Clunes Kindergarten, a role she held for over
20 years. Betty regretted her early departure from school so
in the 1980s and 1990s she returned to obtain first her HSC
and then an Arts Degree at Deakin University.
Betty’s involvement in sport and the community was
significant. Playing tennis, golf, netball, table tennis and
indoor bowls, she passed her love of sport to all of her
children. In 1995, Syd and Betty joined the Clunes Museum
where Betty developed a passion for research – a role that she
continued until shortly before her passing – assisting many
hundreds of people to discover history related to their Clunes
ancestors. Betty was involved in many community
organisations, and in 2012 Betty was awarded the

Clunes Female Citizen of the Year for her long and
considerable contributions.
In 1974 Betty joined the Clunes RSL Ladies Auxiliary
and the RSL family soon became an integral part of her life.
She served as the President for 3 years and Treasurer for 10
years. Syd had been the Secretary of the sub-Branch for over
35 years when his declining health required he step down
from this activity –Betty initially assisted Syd so that he
could remain involved, later taking on this key role with the
full support of the Sub-Branch members. Betty held this
position for over 10 years, assisting the sub-Branch members
with her excellent knowledge of RSL procedures and policies
and her organisational skills. Responsible for many
successful developments, activities and submissions, Betty
was particularly proud of the relationships developed with the
broader Clunes community – particularly the Primary School
and the Football/Netball Club and her part in establishing
Clunes’ first ANZAC Dawn service in 2016. In 2017 Betty
received the RSL National Certificate of Merit with Gold
badge and in 2018 she was awarded Life Membership to the
Victorian RSL Women’s Auxiliaries.
Betty loved gardening, reading, writing, cooking and
creating. Betty is survived by her sister Pam, four children,
seven grandchildren and nine great grandchildren – all of
whom had a very special bond with her.
Betty has left a lasting legacy in many parts of the
Clunes community, no more so than in the hearts and minds
of the people. Her interest, passion, commitment and nononsense approach to getting things done are wonderful
examples of how one can live one’s life. Betty’s family have
been overwhelmed by the reflections from so many of the
community, of the wonderful influence Betty has had on their
lives.
Betty’s ashes will be laid to rest at the Clunes cemetery,
next to her loving husband Sydney (dec. 2012).

ADVERTISEMENT

CATHERINE KING MP
Federal Member for Ballarat

Standing up
Karl Schaefer Mobile: 0418 508 558

for the

Email: schaeferant@bigpond.com

Clunes

Your digital specialist
Servicing Clunes & District
38 Years Experience
Prompt Service & Expert Advice
Satellite Installation & Service
UHF, VHF & FM Antennas
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Community

Electorate Office:
5 Lydiard Street Nth, Ballarat 3350
Ph. 5338 8123
www.catherineking.com.au

Authorised by Catherine King Australia Labor Party 5/9 Sydney Ave Barton ACT
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Elizabeth Macarthur: A Life at the Words in Winter
By Lily Mason
Edge of the World
2pm, Sunday 17th June Booktown on Sunday Author Talk
By Lily Mason

Our next Booktown on
Sunday author talk is a
compelling study of one of
Australia's greatest “wife ofs”,
Elisabeth Macarthur. Author
Michelle Scott Tucker shines a
light on an often-overlooked
aspect of Australia’s history in
this fascinating story of a
remarkable woman.
In
1788
a
young
gentlewoman raised in the
vicarage of an English village
married a handsome, haughty
and penniless army officer. In
any Austen novel that would
be the end of the story, but for
the real-life woman who
Photo supplied
became an Australian farming
entrepreneur, it was just the beginning.
John Macarthur took credit for establishing the
Australian wool industry and would feature on the two-dollar
note, but it was practical Elizabeth who managed their
holdings—while dealing with the results of John’s manias:
duels, quarrels, court cases, a military coup, long absences
overseas, grandiose construction projects and, finally, his
descent into certified insanity.
Christine Rowe will chair this author talk, sponsored by
Regional Centre for Culture 2018, Dilmac Media, Hepburn
Shire Council and Creative Clunes.

Motorbikes & Mowers
Sales . Service . Repairs
All Makes & Models
Jim Robinson:
03 5461 4619 / 0418 132 821

Here we are again - it's time to
think about August's Words in
Winter! If you have an event you
would like to put on this year during
August, please get in touch.
The theme is CHANGE AND
CHANCE
This year, with the support of
Creative Clunes, we will offer
admin support and marketing through the Words in Winter
website, Facebook page, a brochure of events, through our
relationship
with
the
broader
Words
in
Winter organisation (and, with luck, some radio or print
media). Creative Clunes will also put on a few of its own
events including Booktown on Sunday (for kids) and one or
two other talks.
Please let me know the following full details by 15th
June.
The Process from here:
Once Expressions of Interests have been received I will
liaise with you about your proposed dates, venue
requirements, photo and details for the program.
All information and photos for the program must be
finalised and submitted by 15th June.
PLEASE forward this information to anyone you think
might be interested in hosting an event.
Note that I will only be working to set up this event over
the next week. Any submissions that come through after
23 May will be handled by my replacement.
For your info, the website for last year: http://
wordsinwinterclunes.weebly.com/
If you’re not sure what Words in Winter is all about, please
visit the About page:
http://wordsinwinterclunes.weebly.com/about.html.
The usual schedule for the month is as follows:
 Garden Club - 1st Monday (6th August)
 Clever Town Challenge - 1st Sat (4th August)
 Local Artists - thru August (Opening night Friday 3rd)
 Clunes Writers Group - 2nd Monday (13 August)
 Clunes Book Club - 2nd Thursday (9th August)
 Farmers Market - 2nd Sunday (12 August)
 Booktown on Sunday - 3rd Sunday (Kids Booktown on
Sunday with Ailsa Wild – 19th August)
So if you’re the host of one of these events, please get in
touch to confirm.
Lily Mason
Administrative Assistant – Creative Clunes
Clunes Booktown Festival | Booktown on Sunday | Clunes
Ceramic Award
P: +61 3 5345 3947
E: visitus@clunesbooktown.com.au
W: www.clunesbooktown.com.au

18 Johnson St Maryborough Vic 3465
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BODY
HARMONY
NATURAL
THERAPIES
JENNY GAMBLE
(CERT IV HEALTH)
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

0427 453 080

RELAXATION MASSAGE
INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
FACIALS
BODY SALT SCRUB
FOOT TREATMENT
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
THE WORKS
PREGNANCY MASSAGE
REIKI
DE-STRESS & RELAX PACKAGE
BODY, MIND & SPIRIT PACKAGE

LOCAL A GRADE ELECTRICIAN
All types of electrical work

Paul Milne
0407 857 486

GOLDFIELDS VETERINARY SERVICES
5 Castlemaine Road Creswick

Ph: 0343 110 101
Barbara Henderson BVSc
Companion and Farm Animals
Please call for veterinary attention

Anytime Anywhere Earthmoving
Mick Gray’s Automotive
Servicing & General repairs, brakes,
exhausts, Tyres new and repairs
Located just out of Clunes
Phone Mick on Mob 0418 142 022

Clunes Family Hairdresser

Earthmoving contractors
Bobcat for hire
Tip truck & 5 tonne excavator
ALL AREAS
Driveways - Small Excavations - Horse Arenas - Post
Hole Borers - Gorse & Light Scrub Clearing

Contact GEOFF on 0409 958 853

RBA CARPENTRY & MAINTENANCE
ROBBIE ALLEN

47 Fraser St, Clunes
Ph. 5345 3754
Clunes Hours: Tuesday to Saturday (closed Mondays)
Now @Talbot Town Hall Mondays 9am-1pm

CARPENTRY AND MAINTENANCE
Servicing Clunes and surrounding areas. Maintenance. Carpentry. Cladding repairs. Framework. General carpentry work.
Friendly and reliable service

0418 579 946

Veronica

ROBBIE@RBABUILDING.COM

Grey Army << <<
HOME & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES
SKILLED COURTEOUS TRUSTWORTHY TRADESMEN
CARPENTERS
ELECTRICIANS
TILERS/PAVERS
BATHROOM RENO’S
BUILDING REPAIRS

PLUMBERS
PAINTERS
DECKS/PERGOLAS
PLASTERERS
HANDYMAN

PHONE: 5333 5555 OR 0428 388 775
EMAIL: greyarmyballarat@gmail.com
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Tennis in Clunes

Professional Tennis Coaching with David Shields
International coach and player
Private and small group lessons
Certified Professional Racquet Stringer
Social tennis events - call for details
Ages 5 and up welcome — beginners to pros
Ask about free tennis assessment
Ph: 5345 4028 or 0412 810 612
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SPORTS NEWS
Clunes Football Netball Club

Justices of the Peace have been practicing since their
creation
by Richard the Lionheart in 1195. In many places
By Chris McLennan
around the world and in some States of Australia, JPs serve
Please be advised that we have on Magistrates courts, saving governments many millions of
changed the date for our monthly general dollars.
meetings. They will now be held the first
Monday of every month at 7:30pm in the
Club Rooms.
A big thanks to Lindsay Pritchard for By Barbara Curzon-Siggers
doing the Saturday game day coaching role
Group meets the last Saturday of
for the U/12’s. Lindsay has been a fantastic
every month.
recruit for the club and we thank him for his continued
Dates: May 26, June 30, July 28,
work. Speaking of Lindsay we were thankful for the Anzac
August 25, September 29, October 27,
Day involvement that Clunes FNC had with the Clunes
November 24
RSL. Dawn Service at the RSL was a particularly respectful
Time: 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
but rewarding occasion. We had the leadership group
Venue: Clunes Neighbourhood
arrange a BBQ for those in attendance at the Dawn
House (unless advised otherwise)
Service. Then at the morning service players were involved
in carrying the flags. Thanks to all those members who
attended/participated. Johno reading a poem at the Dawn Contact Barbara Curzon-Siggers on 0400 855 926 for more
Service it was a particularly moving component of the details
service. I know he was very nervous about his reading but it
added greatly to the overall service and showed the club in a
great light.

Clunes Sustainability
Meetings for 2018

Group

Clunes Field and Game Branch
By Lynne Jones

Clunes FGA May 75 target OTG was again well
attended with those competing appreciating the targets. The
club continues to attract participants from all parts of Victoria
who travel to compete on our unique ground.
Results:
AA: K Kivinen 62, M Park 60, S Wallace 57
A: P Dumsney 59, D Clipston 58, N Verhaar 56
B: D Bliss 54, D Kirby 50, S Allison 46
C: G Blackie 38, A Kirby 27, B Decker 25
Veterans: E Magee 60, I Cooke 58, N Johnson 58
Ladies: J Voigt 23

Ballarat Police Say Thank You
By Michael Cheshire

Justices of the
Peace meet with Ballarat
police for an afternoon
tea thank you, for their
roster work at the police
station signing centre.
Some
sixteen
justices of the peace
joined some members of
the Ballarat police for
afternoon tea where
Photo supplied
Inspector Dan Davison
thanked the justices of the peace for their roster work at the
Ballarat police station where they provide a service to the
community signing and witnessing documents.
The number of documents signed at the police station
last year was just short of 50,000 making it the largest
number in country Victoria and the third largest in the State.
Inspector Davidson reported that this frees up working police
members for their regular duty of policing in the Ballarat
area.
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LC Automotive Repairs
Contact Ian McEvoy
Mobile 0408 310 747 for an appointment
30 years experience - A Grade Qualifications
Located in Clunes
Pickup and drop off available
: Factory training with Ford, Holden, Kia,
Peugeot & Toyota
: LPG & EFI Repairs
: Brake & Clutch Repairs
: Restoration work, Engine rebuilding,
Carburettor rebuilding & tuning
: Repairs to all makes and models
: Factory Book Servicing
: Insured, accredited & current diagnostic
equipment
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COMMUNITY GROUPS
All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January. New
members most welcome. Contact Secretary: Martin Jones, 0418 103
722 or martin.jones2@bigpond.com.
Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship- Eucharist for all
ages 11am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed by bring & share lunch. All
welcome. Enq: Father Ryan Bennett 0422 864 108 or email
bennettr@7mail.com for baptisms, weddings & funerals.
Carpet Bowls Indoors at Clunes Senior Citizens Hall. Each Wed and Sat
from 1.40pm. New members welcome. Come along for a fun
afternoon. Enq: Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.
Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 3rd Thur of month from
Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before Show & Thur after. President-John
Drife Ph. 0427 434 233 ; Secretary-Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506
Homecrafts-Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website www.clunesshow.com.au
Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues 7.30pm at
the Young Farmers club rooms at show grounds. A friendly, social
environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact Jenny 0400 613 153.
Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each
month 7.30pm, old SMB building behind Clunes Mechanical Repairs.
Clunes Artists' Group Meet 2nd Sat of month 10.30am at Bottle
Museum. Mingle, discuss art and promote artistic opportunities in
Clunes and region. Enq: Marlene 0409 355 857 or Ann 0422 726 132
Clunes Badminton Club Inc For further info ph Billie Drife 5343 4233.
Competition runs at Clunes Sporting Complex, 7.30pm. All levels and
ages from secondary school to veterans welcome.
Clunes Bowling Club: Mark
clunesbowlingclub@outlook.com

Vorbach

0421422

895

Email

Clunes Book Club Enq Karen ph: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm
on the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL.
Clunes Card Playing Group Every Thurs Neighbourhood House 3pm.
Games usually Bridge or 500. Cost $2 per session. New players
welcome. Enq: Beat - 5345 3749 or Deidre - 0425 707 972 (for Bridge).

Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the
Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm BYO lunch + craft projects, all
crafts + kids welcome. Join Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Facebook
group for more info.
Clunes Community Garden Alliance St. Open 10am Mon & Wed.
Contact Clunes Neighbourhood House 5345 4078 or Stephen
Arrowsmith 0429 709 720.
Clunes Field & Game Enquiries to Eric 5345 3571.
Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath
Milne 0448 453 665. Email clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in
the Museum Workshop from 10am each Thursday. Committee
meetings every 2nd Thursday 10am in the Ulumbarra Gallery at the
Warehouse. Enq. The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message for
Museum.
Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs.
Printing services, free internet, gallery available for hire. 70 Bailey St
(at Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org.
Open 9-3 Mon-Fri. See our website www.clunesnh.org for more
details.
Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers
& their parents/caregivers. Clunes Health Centre Wed 10am-12pm,
term time. Enq Catherine Rhodes 0431 908 212
Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@
kindergarten.vic.gov.au.
Clunes Probus Club Meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the
Clunes Town Hall at 9.45am. Visitors most welcome. For
information contact Barbara Reynolds ph 5345 3946.
Clunes RSL Sausage Sizzle and Devonshire Teas held on the second
Sunday of the month at the RSL, 30 Fraser St, from 10am to 2pm. Enq:
Lindsay 0427 028 556
Clunes Senior Citizens Club Inc Further information from the
Secretary, Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.
Clunes Sustainability Group Meets last Saturday of every month
10:30am-11:30am, Clunes Neighbourhood House Enq. Barbara CurzonSiggers b.curzonsiggers2@gmail.com 0400 855 926
Clunes Tourist & Development Association Monthly meeting held at
The Warehouse. Everyone welcome from community and business.
Notices of dates and times will appear in Community Newsletter. Enq:
President Steve Hunter on Mob 0400 696 794 or email
shunter@closedloop.com.au
Clunes Writers' Group meets second Monday of each month except
public holidays 1.00-3.00pm at RSL, 30 Fraser St. Please use the side
entrance. All welcome. Contact Patsy 0407 377 610
Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival
and monthly Booktown on Sunday author talks. Volunteers always
welcome. Enq 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.
Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets at the
Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey Street Clunes on the 2nd Wednesday of the
month at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.
Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school
terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq Lana 0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.

Clunes Garden Club For info please contact Maryanne 0425 232 442 or
Jill 0438 640

Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm Clunes
Community Health Centre. Enq Georgina 5345 9150 or Barbara 0410
946 095.

Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Kevin Steart 5345 3127 or
Laurie Lees 5345 3034. Course: 18 holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year
round play. Non members $5 green fees for 18 holes. Under 16 free!
Wednesday is 50+ (younger players welcome).

Tourello Red Cross Meets 1st Thur of month, 2pm at the RSL, Fraser
St. One of the oldest Red Cross branches. All welcome to join this
wonderful organisation and support your community membership.

Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group. Meets 4th Thurs of month at
the Angling Club. Contact Chris O’Donnell 0408 034 017 for more info.
Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins
Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm, Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat & Sun
10am-2pm Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.
Clunes Men’s Shed Open from 10am Monday & Wednesday at the
Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and friendly space for men
to meet in a workshop setting. Enq: Vaughan 0419 430 250.
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Y3370 Youth activities for primary and secondary kids on Monday
afternoons at Clunes Neighbourhood House during school terms from
3pm-6pm. Includes Band from 5pm-6pm for teenagers. Call 5345
4078.
Yoga Classes Clunes Warehouse every Tuesday at 7pm All levels
welcome anytime. Enq Lily 0459 138 797, or lilymason75@gmail.com,
www.lilymasonyoga.com.
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