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By Jane Lesock 
 

 After a wonderful 35 year career in the wine 
industry time has come to close the Cellar Door for the 
last time. What started as a part-time hobby back in the 
mid 1980’s with establishing the vineyard, travelling up 
from Melbourne every weekend to toil away with 
fencing, cultivating, planting, watering and more, hard 
work plus testing our abilities with farming and learning 
on the job. Paul working full time in the Bank plus doing 
a Diploma in Viticulture and Winemaking at Sturt 
University and Dookie Agricultural College. 
 

But we wouldn’t change a thing. 
 

 We didn’t know one person in Clunes or even our 
neighbours at that stage, but that changed quickly.  
With dinner at the pub most Saturday nights we met 
Arno who got to know us and always reserved a table 
for the Lesocks – could have been from up 2 to 10 
people – just depended on who came to help with the 
tasks that weekend. 
 

 With things progressing quickly, the first vintage 
was in 1991, all handpicked by family with the fruit 
being delivered by Paul down to Mornington for 
processing.  
 

 With substantial more fruit in the years 1992, 1993 
& 1994, great neighbour Charlie Vagg had to deliver 
with his trusty Bedford truck stacked high with boxes 
full of grapes and we were also fortunate that Seppelts 
at Great Western taking the fruit for their top of the 
range sparkling wine.   
 

 By 1994 we had made the big decision to leave 
Melbourne and move permanently to vineyard 
property and build a new home. Paul had finished his 
Diploma and the next stage was in place.   
 

 The first vintage under the label of “Mount 
Beckworth Wines” was 1995 and sold through local 
outlets (National & Club Hotels and Clunes IGA) plus 

our Cellar Door which back then was in our kitchen.  In 
1996 we expanded and built the Cellar Door attached 
to the winery and could accommodate bigger groups 
visiting the area. With tourism increasing, we 
established a wine tour called “Tasting Lane of Clunes” 
brochure which also included local accommodation and 
eateries and was officially launched by the Head of 
Tourism Wineries Council & Catherine King MP at 
Keebles Guest House then owned by Tim & Michael. 
 

 In the early days grape picking was done with 
family and friends and it was not unusual to have 50 or 
more for lunch and then staying on for a casserole tea.  
In later years harvest was done by outside contract 
labour but we always had a Clunes community day 
which was more of a fun day and celebrated with a 
lunch and a few glasses of wine in appreciation. 
 

 By mid 2000’s Clunes was starting to “wake up” 
and it was November 2006 that we had the opportunity 
to come into Clunes and open up our Cellar Door at 46 
Fraser Street. Jos had started the Clunes Greengrocer 
and it just complimented the street. 
 

 Being right in town meant we were more involved 
in Events and looking back that seemed just about 
everything. We have been involved with the Clunes 
Agriculture Show since 1995, Wesley College Dinners, 
Booktown, Ceramics Awards, Art Exhibitions, 
Community Dinners, fundraising events such as Coloma 
Days, Feast on Fraser, Banquet on Bailey, Caberet in the 
Bluestone, Sidinda Zimbabwe, all come to mind.   Some 
years we have even had wines with special labels made 
for fundraising like Coloma Day, Wesley College and 
Booktown. 
 

 It was also through Mount Beckworth Wines that 
the Friday night  Wine Bar was initiated in Clunes, 
starting at what was Penny’s Art House Café, and then  
 

Continued on page 2 

“End of an Era” 
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moved to other places like Keebles Guest House with 
Tim & Michael and Robby G’s Café with Robyn & 
Gerard. They were great nights. A real meeting place 
with old friends and making new friends. Of course until 
COVID came, these nights were still enjoyed at the 
Gallery Wine Bar with Neil & Linda. 
 

 We had bottling days, when a gang of loyal 
dedicated friends who toiled all day, sometimes in 
sleet, never complained, the job had to be done. The 
bottling line was ready and then no stopping.  All done, 
sat down to a feast and enjoy a few glasses of wine to 
celebrate. 
 

Relief, the wine was safe now. 
 

 Like anyone making a living off the land we were 
tested many times; drought, too much rain, too windy 
during flowering, frost, fires, even a mini tornado back 
in January 1993 when half the vineyard was blown over 
with vines full of fruit. But with wonderful neighbours, 
it was pulled back up within 24 hours. We never gave 
up.   
 

 We worked towards a “retirement plan” and in 
2017 sold the vineyard property but kept going with 
Mount Beckworth Wines in a way to slowly ease our 
way out of the wine industry.   
 

 That time has now come and last cellar door trade 
will be weekend of 3rd October.   
 

 We take this opportunity of thanking everyone for 
the support you have given us over this journey and we 
will be forever grateful. 
 

 Stay safe and for the last time “Cheers from the 
Winemakers Paul and Jane” and remember  
 

“life is too short to drink bad wine” 

Clunes Museum - A Home for Your 
History  
By James Curzon-Siggers 
 

RON HATELEY PATH TRAVERSES 
HISTORY 
 

 Hats off to the quiet achievers who have reopened the 
walking track along the western bank of Creswick Creek, 
from the Reserve to the new walking bridge, naming it after 
the late Ron Hateley. As it traverses the site of Clunes' first 
homestead, it has aroused interest in the history of that iconic 
building. The lower part of Clunes was called Station Flat as 
it was there that Donald Cameron, the original squatter, built 
his homestead or Station. The Clunes Museum has a painting 
of the Cameron Homestead done by an unknown artist at an 
unknown date. As well, the State Library of Victoria has a 
watercolour of the Station of Donald Cameron JP Esq. done 
around 1844-1847 (and available to view on Trove.) This 
watercolour seems to match an old time resident's hazy 1920 
memories of " a single story wooden building, partly built of 
slabs, with a shingle roof, and a low verandah. It faced almost 
due east and overlooked a garden reaching to the edge of the 
creek. Besides growing vegetables here, a number of fruit 
trees were planted- apples, plums, quinces, etc., and they 
remained together with a shed and a pig-sty, long after the old 
house was demolished." 
 

 After Cameron sold his pastoral lease, the homestead 
and the 480 acres of private land (the so-called "pre-emptive 
right" including the 160 acre section covering most of the 
outcropping quartz reefs) to the partnership of William Lane, 
John Whyte and Robert McDonald in January, 1855 and 
permanently retired to Scotland, Robert McDonald became 
the local representative of the partnership taking up residence 
in the Clunes Homestead. In the great flood of October, 1870, 
it was reported in The Ballarat Star that the station 
"previously occupied by Mr. W. McDonald was flooded to a 
considerable extent." Probably, it was demolished in the 
1870's. 
  

 Nevertheless, there's more to learn. Indeed, a photograph 
of the old Station building is almost a Holy Grail of Clunes 
history. Even that wonderful old time resident "Fidelis" 
writing in 1920 asked if anyone attending the "Back To 
Clunes Celebrations" had a photo to show him! 
 



 

OCTOBER 2020                    CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                               PAGE 3 

Clunes Tourist & Development 
Association AGM Report 
By Darrel Drieberg, President 
 

 At the recent AGM of the CTDA and the first one in 
history it was by Zoom and attended by 19 people OnLine. 
 

 A new Committee was elected for the next 12 months as 
follows: 
 

 President    Darrel Drieberg 
 Secretary    Damien Whitten 
 Treasurer    Jason Judd 

 Management Team Susan Stirling 
      Richard MacKay-Scollay 
      Greg Child       
 

 The following is a brief intro by Darrel as the new 
President. 
 

 Susan Stirling and I were introduced to Clunes by our 
friends Dean and Tim in winter 2016 and were pleasantly 
surprised by how friendly people were around fire pit at the 
football. 
 

 At the time we were actively looking at locations to 
relocate from Melbourne.  After a few more short stays we 
were able to spend longer periods in Clunes and got know 
many more people, particularly at the wine bar. What 
impressed us was the strong sense of community and that 
alone convinced us that Clunes would be a good place to 
move to. 
 

 We purchased a small miners cottage which we have 
partially renovated and will be building a family home on the 
block next door as our permanent home. 
 

 I believe the CTDA has an important part to play in 
promoting our strong sense of community, protecting our 
strategic streetscapes, architecture and historical assets for the 
benefit of our community as well as promoting those unique 
features to a wider audience. 
 

 Additionally, we have a number of new residents in 
Clunes and, if current trends prevail, can expect more in the 
near future. I see the CTDA continuing its role in providing 
opportunities for new residents to embrace life in Clunes and 
encourage their participation in its development. 
 

 Congratulations to the committee elected for the next 12 
months, I am looking forward to working with you. 
 

 Our thanks to Steve Hunter for his three years as 
President and to the committee members who recently 
retired. 
 

 Thank you to everybody who has contributed to the 
production of this Newsletter. It plays a vital role in keeping 
our community connected. Our particular thanks to Jane 
Lesock and Kira Annear who make it happen each month. 

Wesley College - Clunes 
Community 
By Ben Marsland, Head of Wesley at Clunes 
 

 I hope this message finds you well. As I write this 
regional Victoria lies on the cusp of easing restrictions in the 
wake of ever decreasing instances of COVID-19, and 
metropolitan Melbourne is seeing a steady decline in the rate 
of infection. 
 

 In my previous message to the community of Clunes I 
promised to prioritise the needs of our local community and 
engage openly with everyone as Wesley plans for the return 
of students to onsite learning in Clunes.  
 

 In light of recent announcements, Wesley are planning 
for two short experiences of three weeks each for the Year 9 
students who have to date been unable to attend Clunes in 
2020. The proposed dates for these are: 
 

• Clunes Group 83 (approx. 65 students) Sunday 25 
October to Friday 13 November 

• Clunes Group 84 (approx. 90 students) Sunday 22 
November to Thursday 10 December 

 

 Should these not proceed, we will not be exploring other 
options for the return of students in 2020. 
 

 Wesley will be hosting an online community forum in 
the week beginning October 5 to present and seek your input 
to our COVID safe plan and to address any community 
concerns you may have. The event will include an online 
Q&A and a short presentation from the Head of Wesley at 
Clunes.  
 

 Following this we will collate all the questions and 
produce an electronic and hard copy FAQ document, to be 
circulated by email and letterbox drop of neighbouring 
properties. If you have any specific questions you would like 
addressed in the community forum, please let us know by 
return email, or give us a call. 
 

 Students will have very limited community interactions 
during their stay, with learning experiences occurring 
primarily on campus and in the surrounding open spaces such 
as Mt Beckworth Scenic Reserve. This will mitigate any risk 
for the local community, whilst preserving the economic and 
associated benefits for local businesses and community 
organisations. 
 

 Please keep an eye out for an invitation to our online 
community forum and encourage anyone you may know to 
join our mailing list by emailing 
clunes@wesleycollege.edu.au or calling us on 5345 9334. 
 

 Wesley values our relationship with our local 
community and looks forward to your ongoing support of our 
program, and a COVID normal 2021. 
 

mailto:clunes@wesleycollege.edu.au
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Creative Clunes Presidents Report 
2019-2020 
   

 2020 has been a horror year for the arts, cultural 
activities and creative industries around Australia and across 
the globe. Scores of cultural and creative jobs have been lost, 
hundreds of festivals, performances and other events have 
been cancelled and dozens of cultural organisations have hit 
the wall and been forced to close. 
 

 Fortunately, Creative Clunes, with Clunes Booktown, is 
not one of these. 
 

 The past year has brought its share of highs and lows. 
 

 The highs include the extraordinary outpouring of 
community and professional support for Creative Clunes and 
for Booktown. State and local agencies have rallied around; 
the Clunes community has extended warm support; the Board 
of Creative Clunes has exercised its imagination and 
enthusiasm to develop sustainable programming in a time of 
COVID and an on-line appeal to our Booktown supporters 
realised more than $5,000 toward planning for 2021. There 
were times, particularly during April this year, when the 
future looked bleak but support on the scale that I have just 
described carried us through the darkest months. It is 
humbling, to say the least, and augurs well for the future. 
 

 The greatest low, of course, was the cancellation of the 
Clunes Booktown Festival for 2020. Nothing like this has 
happened previously, and what made the decision all the 
worse for the Board was that the program for 2020 sparkled 
with highlights and even during the one week or so bookings 
were open we were already up 50% on the previous year and 
the number of booksellers and other retail operators had 
increased as well.  
 

 The 2020 program included such noted authors and 
commentators as Robyn Annear, Andy Griffiths, Geoff 
Blainey, Don Watson, Sue Pieters-Hawke, Anna George, 
Hilary Harper, Ross Garnaut and Anna Epstein. We missed 
them this year and look forward to welcoming them back in 
2021. 
 

 Fortunately, the inevitability of COVID restrictions and 
the decision to abandon the 2020 event took place before too 
many irreversible financial commitments had been entered 
into. We were able to minimise expenditure that could not 
have been recovered and were also able to reimburse all 
bookings that had already been made. Even so, our cash 
flows had been blown out of the water and a preliminary 
estimate of a loss in revenue exceeding $80,000 meant that 
reserves were badly stretched. 
 

 At the AGM last year, the President and the Treasurer 
were at pains to explain the importance of our strategy of 
broadening our revenue streams beyond reliance on 

traditional grants programs, particularly from Commonwealth 
sources. Unfortunately, it has taken a shock of the scale of 
the pandemic to validate our strategy of diversification. The 
fate of a number of organisations and companies with an 
overreliance on such traditional sources of support is a 
salutary lesson. 
 

 It is therefore a pleasure to acknowledge the support of 
Readings, who provided us with a very solid framework for 
the Program for the much anticipated, but sadly cancelled, 
2020 Clunes Booktown Festival. Thanks are also due to long 
standing supporters such as McPhersons Printing Group and 
RACV Goldfields Resort and whose support has been 
unstinting but who were, like us, blindsided by the need to 
abandon our 2020 event. 
 

 The Clunes Ceramic Award 2019 was strongly 
supported by the Hugh Williamson Foundation, alongside the 
CTDA, ACCIONA, Colette’s Goldfields Real Estate, 
CyberCom, Full Parallel Productions, Northcote Pottery 
Supplies and a number of anonymous supporters.  
 

 Similarly, thanks are due to our growing band of 
philanthropic supporters, including Australian Philanthropic 
Services, Catherine King MP and others. Additional funds 
have been promised for the coming year. 
 

 And finally we have been extremely fortunate to receive 
considerable support from a variety of government agencies - 
Federal, state and local. We gratefully acknowledge the 
benefits we received from the Federal Job Keeper program as 
well as the Victorian Governments COVID 19 Business 
Support Scheme and ongoing support from the Shire of 
Hepburn. And, of course, Creative Victoria’s continuing 
support in the form of our Operational Grant remains our 
bedrock. 
 

 While the 2020 Booktown Festival did not proceed, 
Creative Clunes has not been in recess.  
 

 Our initiative to provide all Clunes Primary School 
students a book voucher will proceed, but many of our other 
planned activities have migrated on-line to accommodate 
new realities and new restrictions. 
 

 And thirdly we are proud of our Book Clubs Hub 
initiative, a project that will become a pillar of Booktown 
over coming years. It is a program building on the 
extraordinary extent of community and interest-group based 
book clubs and the role they play in exchanging stories and 
knowledge, in linking authors and libraries with a wider 
reading public while also occupying a significant place in the 
book industry. Initially planned as a one-day summit of book 
clubs in May this year, we anticipate its return in 2021. But it 
has currently been launched on-line and has enabled 
Booktown to have a virtual presence. It has initiated the first 
national survey of book clubs with more than 400 
respondents to date and has attracted much favourable 
publicity and comment, both on-line and in more traditional 
press outlets. 
 

 We have also initiated a series of online conversations, 
giving our followers free access to monthly author talks. 
This is a year when the thanks that Creative Clunes extends 
to all its supporters are more heartfelt than ever. 
 

 Thanks are extended to all our sponsors and agency 
supporters, identified above, and the scores of community 
members whose sympathy, advice and support has been 
invaluable. 
 

 Continued on page 5 
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Creative Clunes President’s Report continued from page 4 
  

 Especial thanks are due, too, to the Creative Clunes 
staff, Richard and Sharon in particular, who have continued 
to keep the organisation ticking over under circumstances of 
extreme uncertainty and stress. They have our gratitude and 
appreciation. 
 

 And I extend my personal thanks to the other Board 
members. Creative Clunes would not have survived this year 
without their commitment of time, imagination and effort. 
Without valuing any effort above others, special thanks are 
due to Chris O’Donnell, our Treasurer, who has carried the 
weight of our sustainability on her shoulders through the 
most challenging of times and to Ember Parkin who will act 
as President (pro tem) until the 2020 AGM is held later this 
year. 
 

 Thanks also to our outgoing Board Members, Tim 
Parkin and Mick King for their active support over many 
years. 
 

 I am sure that difficult times still lie ahead and we can 
only hope that the restrictions that throttle events such as 
Booktown will have been lifted to enable Booktown 2021 to 
return, as lively and stimulating as ever. It is a real sign of 
hope that planning for that event has begun. 
 

Andrew Reeves 
President  
CCI 
 

We welcome new Board Members; please go to 
www.clunesbooktown.com.au/2020/join-us/ to nominate 

for a position on the Board of Creative Clunes Inc. 
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Earthmoving or Landscaping need doing? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allan Stacey   10 years 

    Is the man   experience 
 

Allan has all the equipment and experience for these 

tough jobs when the ground gets too rocky, too hard 

and just too big for you 

No job is too small or too big 
 

Site level & clean | Trenching | Post Hole Boring | 
Driveways 

General excavation works & Landscaping 

Allan services Clunes, Ballarat & surrounding areas 

Equipment available: 

5 Tonne Tip Truck | 2 Bobcats (Rubber Track & 
Tyre) 

2 Excavators (2&3 tonne) 
 

Please give Allan a call on 

Mobile 0408 903 870 for a quote 
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Karl Schaefer Mobile:  

0418 508 558 

Email: schaeferant@bigpond.com 

Your digital specialist 
Servicing Clunes & District 

41 Years Experience 
Prompt Service & Expert Advice 
Satellite Installation & Service 

UHF, VHF & FM Antennas 
Free Signal Test & Quotes 
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Clunes Landcare and Waterways 
Group Update 
By Ms Chris O’Donnell, Seven Starts Farm 
 

 If you regularly walk along the creek walk you may have 
noticed new clearing work and plantings recently. 
 

 A small wildflower meadow has been planted in the 
section between the path and footy club car park (near the 
picnic tables). Each stick you see represents a new plant and 
they're starting to grow with flowers coming soon. Expect to 
see yam daisies, bidgee widgees, everlastings, kanagroo grass 
and cut leaf daisies amongst the poas. 
 

 On the bank near the Service Street bridge the poplar 
suckers have been cut and the area whipper snipped. This was 
a job too big for us so BushCo were hired to do the cutting, 
slashing and planting of 400 indigenous plants including 
poas, wattle, tea tree, callistemon, clematis and 
lomandras. Additional maintenance of the area will be carried 
out by BushCo as well. 
 

 The area near the Bowling Club, where the bank is very 
steep, has been slashed to allow the plants already there to 
grow. More weeding and poa planting has been done near the 
footbridge and along the creek walk. 
 

 We now know of four locations in the Creek where 
Platypus have been seen, and also one sighting of Rakali. If 
you see Platypus wed love to hear about it and a photo would 
be even better. 
 

 Thanks to those who responded to the callout to locate 
Espartillo grasses. The information and mapping has been 
passed onto the Hepburn Shire Council Biodiversity officer 
so we hope to see some eradication action soon. 
 

 Our regular working bee had been cancelled due to 
COVID restrictions but we hope to be able to gather as a 
group by the time you're reading this newsletter. Helping 
hands are always welcome.  
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A Message from the Clunes Fire Brigade 
Preparing for the Fire Season 

 

It is business as usual for local brigades despite COVID 19. Be rest assured that with the changes to the Country 
Fire Authority, brigades will respond to all fire calls. 
 

The fire suppression service that the CFA offers to the community will be no different from previous years. 
 

PREPARE           ACT           SURVIVE 
 

Why Clunes is at risk of bushfire or grassfire. 
 

Fire Authorities have assessed Clunes as having a VERY HIGH bushfire risk. 
 

Local residents and visitors should be prepared for fire and have a plan for when the Fire Danger Ratings is 
SEVERE, EXTREME or CODE RED 
 

Over the past month we have received good rainfall, and more is predicted. We are starting to experience warmer 
weather. It is the time to start planning for the fire season. 
 

You should be considering what preparations that you will make leading up to the fire season. Getting your 
mowers and if you have them fire pumps serviced. Things such as cutting grass, burning off, cleaning gutters, 
and clearing up clutter around your property and general tidying up are activities that you should be commencing. 
 

You are still able to burn off, but before you do call 1800 668 511 to ensure that the CFA is aware of your planned 
burn. It is not yet known when fire restrictions will commence in the Hepburn Shire 
 

Spring is also the time to develop written fire plans. Consider what you will do – stay and defend or leave. Trigger 
points for actions, what you will need to do, and when.  

 

Clunes Fire Brigade, 
A Fully Volunteer Fire Brigade Serving 

Clunes and District 

Candidate for Cameron Ward 
 

Hello, I would like to introduce myself as a Candidate for Cameron Ward. 
 

My name is Dorothy Russell which most people call me Dee.  I proudly run a small Clunes business along with my 
Husband and 2 sons. I also care for my father who is 92 years old.  I come from a family of long agricultural background 
mainly dairy farming.  I also have a Business Diploma in Administration. 
 

My grandfather was a golden gun shearer in the Holbrook district and my grandmother having a dairy farm in Violet 
Town.  I understand some of the struggles that farmers face trying to maintain profitable food production.  I then 
worked at an Agricultural Boarding School with students from farms in NSW for 20 years before coming to Clunes 7 
years ago.  We fell in the love the tranquility of the Cameron Ward and the friendliest of townspeople.  We are 
inspired by the enthusiasm of the community and understand they often feel they are not heard.  I will personally 
respond to all my constituents whether on telephone, email, or Council Forums. 
 

I believe all the townships from Smeaton in the East to Evansford in the West have an equal value within the Shire and 
maintaining good road structure, keeping the fire hazards down, encouraging recycling, Funding for Sport clubs, 
advocating for the elderly - no matter the issue - good and fair constructive decision making is always needed. 
Community services with better planning and community consultation before ratepayer’s money is spent. 
 

2020 has been a challenging and difficult year with COVID-19, with many 
confronted by job losses, business closures and reduced income. With Shire 
rates still needed to be paid, your rates as Shire expenditure needs to be 
fairly managed. 
 

I would be honored for your vote as Councilor for Cameron Ward and will 
do my upmost to advocate for all.    
 

Dorothy Russell 
 
Authorized by Mrs. Dorothy Russell 
 

17 Purcell Street, Clunes Victoria 3370 
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MOUNTJOY WOOL 
Garry Mountjoy 

 :  Any quality of wool bought 

:  Prompt Payment & Service 

Mob: Ph 0417 510 228 or Ph 54488 470 

151 Sargeants Road, Epsom 

 

MOUNTJOY WOOL 
Shed 2 Wiltshire Lane, Delacombe 

Open: Tuesday & Friday 

9.30am – 4.00pm 

Contact: Garry 0417 510 228 or 

Hayden 0408 308 845 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

 

CATHERINE KING MP 
 

Federal Member for Ballarat 
 

 

Standing up 

for the 

Clunes 

Community 
 
 

 

Electorate Office: 
5 Lydiard Street Nth, Ballarat 3350 
Ph. 5338 8123 
www.catherineking.com.au 
 
Authorised by Catherine King Australia Labor Party 5/9 Sydney Ave Barton ACT 

 Clunes Trekkers 
Walking and Talking 
By Lois Nichols 
 

 Clunes Trekkers began in 2017 after a group of locals 
taking part in a 30km bush walking fitness challenge.  
After all the training and completing the challenge (and 
that’s another story) it was decided to start a local group –
”Clunes Trekkers”. 
 

 The simple premise is – Go Outside and Walk – for 
physical and mental health. 
 

 Clunes Trekkers have done some interesting and 
irregular bushwalks over the past 3 years but Covid has 
restricted our activities.  
 

 However, every Tuesday at 9.00am we meet at 
Collins to start our town walk. The walk is for everyone, 
the fit and the not so fit.  We walk and talk for an hour and 
then return for a coffee. Sometimes we spend as much time 
on coffee and talking as walking and talking, but 
importantly we have moved around a lot, been challenged 
by a distance or a hill, learnt a bit more about Clunes and a 
great way to meet old and new friends. 
 

 With Covid restrictions lifting and options to get out 
and about as a group, there are some Saturday Bush 
Walking plans for the spring and early summer. We have 
much to see here at Mt Beckworth, Dunach Forest and 
Merin Swamp - our own places and of incredible interest.  
 
Check out our Facebook site - Clunes Trekkers or contact 

Lois Nichols on 0467331136  
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LOCAL A GRADE ELECTRICIAN 
All types of electrical work 

Paul Milne 

  0407 857 486 
 

GOLDFIELDS VETERINARY SERVICES 

5 Castlemaine Road Creswick 

Ph: 0343 110 101 
Barbara Henderson BVSc 

Companion and Farm Animals 

Please call for veterinary attention 

Earthmoving contractors 

Bobcat for hire 

Tip truck & 5 tonne excavator 

ALL AREAS 

Driveways - Small Excavations - Horse Arenas - Post 
Hole Borers - Gorse & Light Scrub Clearing 

Contact GEOFF on 0409 958 853 

Anytime Anywhere Earthmoving 

builtt 
builders 

  0418 579 946     Robbie Allen 
        Director 
     rob@builttbuilders.com.au 
 
    www.builttbuilders.com.au 
 

Registered builders licence number 59811 

 

Mick Gray’s Automotive  

Servicing & General repairs, brakes, 

exhausts, Tyres new and repairs 

Located just out of Clunes 

Phone Mick on Mob 0418 142 022 

mailto:rob@builttbuilders.com.au
http://www.builttbuilders.com.au
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Clunes Former Free Library 
By Phil Taig 
 

 It was during the latter half of the 19th Century (1860 
onwards) that Clunes had its heyday. With a population that 
peaked at more than 6000 (three times the current number of 
residents), there was a constant demand for many and varied 
goods and services. Most workers were employed by the 
many gold mining companies to the North and west of the 
town, and there was great demand for many goods and 
services, particularly houses to shelter workers' families.  

 

 Amongst the various building 
trades of plumbers, bricklayers, 
and carpenters was a plasterer and 
renderer, listed in the local 
Business Directory of 1865/66 as a 
Mr J. Barwell. Barwell built a 
house in the early 1880’s on the 
corner of Talbot Road and Camp 

Street, which was conveniently 
located as a display home to show off his skill as a plasterer 
to the public at large. This house is now the home of the 
inimitable Thomas Binns (the last man to sail around ‘the 
Horn’) and he reports that even now the internal plaster work 
in his home is in astonishingly good condition.  
 

 One of the many buildings in Clunes that Barwell 
plastered in 1882 was the former Free Library on the corner 
of Talbot and Templeton Streets. As shown in the 
accompanying photos, the quality of the internal plasterwork 
on some of the walls has been allowed to deteriorate through 
neglect. If Barwell could see their condition today he would 
be most disappointed.  
 

 However the main hall walls 
are in excellent condition, thanks 
to the Committee of Management 
(COM) and ‘Friends of the Free 
Library’ who recently gave the 
walls a fresh makeover and a 
fresh coat of paint. Old buildings 
require constant maintenance to 
repair and preserve their 
appearance, and this is being 
organised by the COM in raising 
funds and by assistance from the 
Friends of the Free library.  
 

 Last month some work was carried out in three separate 
stages to trim the long grass to a manageable level, and with 
Spring rain and sunshine this has become a regular task. 
Thanks Terry, Graeme and Phil.  
 

The CFL Committee  
 

 Further expansion of the Committee of Management is 
being sought to help with ideas for restoring the building 
using funds that may be offered from benevolent sources this 
year. If you have recently moved to Clunes or are interested 
in helping to preserve one of Clunes iconic buildings, you are 
most welcome to come to the next meeting (which looks like 
being 22nd October 2020 at 7:30pm) to share your thoughts 
on future developments for the former Free Library.  
 

The Chairman of the Committee is Graeme Johnstone and he 
may be contacted on 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at 
‘thedukesbb@bigpond.com 

Photo supplied 

Photo supplied 
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SPORTS NEWS 
 

Clunes Golf Club 
By Ray Skinner 

 Where do I start . Lockdown number 2, 
wear a mask. Lockdown, no use of 
Clubhouse. Lockdown, no formal 
competition. Lockdown, only two players 
together. Lockdown, staggered starts. 
Lockdown, finish play and go home. 
 

 Not exactly a recipe for an enjoyable days golf but we 
count ourselves very lucky to be able to play at all. 
 

 We are steadily moving through lockdown number 2 and 
hopefully, as things improve we may be able to resume some 
form of normality by late October or November. 
 

 In the meantime the Club continues to move forward. 
Three tee-beds have been upgraded and are ready for new 
turf to be laid during Spring. 
 

 Another new dam has been constructed along the 12th. 
Fairway, again, to trap stormwater run-off and preserve 
valuable top-soil. Ian continues to do a great job with ' his ' 
little Kubota. 
 

 All major signage around the Club has been renovated 
and upgraded, due in part to our success in winning a $1000 
grant from the Government. 
 

 Also we have succeeded in winning a $2000 grant from 
Bendigo Bank and this will be utilised for our Deck 
construction project. When this commences there will be 
plenty of opportunity for Members to donate a few hours of 
their time. 
 

 Kevin has been kept busy throughout winter with a 
myriad of maintenance jobs and of course, mowing. Many 
thanks. 
 

 Despite Covid our Club finances are in good shape 
and we continue to be on track for the purchase of a new 
Fairway mower sometime next year. Not much use for this at 
the moment as the Course dries out , but hopefully in time for 
next winter. 
 

 Our " Ferals " continue to enjoy their twice weekly 
social hit and are all looking keenly ahead for the launch of 
our Summer , Thursday evening 9 hole competition later in 
the year. 
 

Contact Johno on 0425 847 678 if you want to join in. 
 

No results for August.   
 

Clunes Crime Wrap Up 
May, June, July August up to  
15 September 2020 
By Athol Chaffey 
 

Hello peoples, hope you are all coping well during the Covid 
19 issue. 
 

May  Offender processed re Breaching Intervention  
  Order. 
  Offender processed re Breaching Intervention  
  Order. 
 

June  Theft from Motor Vehicle – MacDonald Street. 
  Burglary of Commercial premises in Fraser Street, 
  nil stolen. 
 

July  Burglary on a rural property at Dunach, various 
  items stolen. 
  Offender processed re assaults and Family   
  Violence. 
  Theft of car parts from car located on residential 
  property. 
  Offender processed re Family Violence related  
  assault. 
 

August Burglary and theft of a motor cycle from a rural 
  property in Dunach. 
  Offender issued an Infringement Notice ($1652) in 
  regards to breaching the direction of the Chief  
  Health Officer. 
  Offender processed re breaches of Personal Safety 
  Intervention Order. 
  Serious assault in Suburban Street. 
 

September Wilful Damage to various items at the Clunes 
   Rec Reserve. 
   Offender processed re serious assault at  
   Glendonald. 
   Offender processed re breaches of Personal 
   Safety Intervention Order. 
   Offender processed re breaches of Personal 
   Safety intervention Order. 
 

 As you can see, I’ve been busy processing various 
offenders in the past couple of months.  Some have already 
been dealt with by the courts and some are still awaiting their 
day in court. 
 

 I have attended a few motor vehicle collisions over the 
past couple of months, still issuing tickets for people not 
obeying the stop sign at Service and Bailey Street.  Also 
please note that when this newsletter hits the streets, the 
Covid – 19 isolation issues may or may not be over, but 
please take care around the school precinct if the kids are 
back at school.  Also please pay attention to the area 
surrounding the kindergarten in regards to the speed of 
vehicles and the presence of little kids who have absolutely 
no road sense. 

 

 With COVID 
restrictions recently 
being lifted “Coffee with 
the Copper”    can come 
back and first morning 
will be Friday 20th 
November at Collins 
Place Rotunda between 
10.00am and 11.00am.  
 

 Thank you to the 
businesses that have put 
the flyers in the window 
or noticeboard. 

 

 Until next newsletter, look after each other and stay safe 
…. As I always say I am YOUR local copper and can be 
contacted on station number 5345 3211, mobile number 0427 
683 940, fax number 5345 3794 or email at 
athol.chaffey@police.vic.gov.au  
 

 
If you need police attendance for an emergency situation 
ALWAYS ring 000 
 

mailto:athol.chaffey@police.vic.gov.au
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COMMUNITY GROUPS 
All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first  Tuesday except January. New 
members most welcome. Contact Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596 
or peter.billing@iinet.net.au 
 

Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship- Eucharist for all ages 
11am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed by bring & share lunch. All 
welcome. Enq: Father Chris Keast Home: 0353 324 723 Mobile: 0427 911 
792 Email : ckeast@ballaratanglican.org.au for baptisms, weddings & 
funerals.  
 

Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and 
Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm Tuesday afternoons at Clunes 
Football / Netball Club  during school terms.  Call 5345 4078. 
 

Carpet Bowls Indoors at Clunes Senior Citizens Hall. Each Wed and Sat 
from 1.40pm. New members welcome. Come along for a fun afternoon. 
Enq: Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.  
 

Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm 3rd Thur of month from 
Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before Show & Thur after. President-John Drife 
Ph. 0427 434 233 ;  Secretary-Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506 
Homecrafts-Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website www.clunesshow.com.au  
 

Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues 7.30pm at the 
Young Farmers club rooms at show grounds. A friendly, social 
environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact Jenny 0400 613 153.  
 

Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month 
7.30pm, old SMB building behind Clunes Mechanical   Repairs.  
 

Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am 
and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a working group. Venue: Lunch Room, 
Clunes Neighbourhood House. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857 
 

Clunes Bowling Club: Mark Vorbach 0421422 895 Email 
clunesbowlingclub@outlook.com 
 

Clunes Book Club Enq Karen ph.: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm on 
the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL. 
 

Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the 
Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm BYO  lunch + craft projects, all 
crafts + kids welcome. Join Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Facebook group 
for more info. 
 

Clunes Field & Game Enquiries to Eric 5345 3571. 
 

Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath 
Milne 0448 453 665. Email clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.  
 

Clunes Free Lending Library Meetings held 4th Thursday of each month 
at 7.30pm. The Chairman of the Committee is Graeme Johnstone and he 
may be contacted on 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at 
‘thedukesbb@bigpond.com’. 
 

Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.15am. 
Outing days will meet at 9.15am. For info please contact Secretary Susan 
McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Pam Shackelton 0409 202 636. 
 

Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509  
or Lawrie Lees 5345 3034. Course 18 holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year 
round play. Non members $10 green fees for 18 holes. $5 with Member. 
Under 16 free. Visitors welcome on Sunday/Wednesday competition 
days. 
 

Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group. New members always 
welcome. Contact Chris O’Donnell 0408 034 017 or 
cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.  
 

Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins 
Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm, Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am-
3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.  
 

Clunes Men’s Shed Open from 10am Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 
the Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and friendly space for 
men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.  
 

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in 
the Museum Workshop from 10am each Thursday. Committee meets 
every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at 
the     Warehouse. Enq. The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message 
for Museum. 
 

Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs. 
Printing services, free internet, gallery available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at 
Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open 
9-3 Mon-Fri. See our website www.clunesnh.org for more details. 
 

Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers & 
their parents/caregivers. Clunes Health Centre Wed 10am-12pm, term 
time. Enq Bec Clowes ph. 0437 497 432 
 

Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@ 
kindergarten.vic.gov.au.  
 

Clunes Probus Club The Combined Probus Club of Clunes is in recess at 
the moment and we will restart the Club activities as soon as we possibly 
can. In the meantime membership inquiries can be directed to the 
Secretary, Ron Thomas, on 5345 3344. 
 

Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to Secretary Mr Lindsay Pritchard on 
mobile 0427 028 556 
 

Clunes Senior Citizens Club Inc Further information from the Secretary, 
Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.  
 

Clunes Tourist & Development Association Monthly meeting held at The 
Warehouse. Everyone welcome from community and business.  Meet 
2nd Thursday each month 7pm at the Warehouse Enq: President Steve 
Hunter on Mob 0400 696 794 or email shunter29@hotmail.com 
 

Clunes Trekkers Regular weekly town walks for any fitness level. Varied 
bush walks for medium to experienced walkers. Contact Lois Nichols  
0467 331 136 
 

Clunes Writers' Group meets second Monday of each month except 
public holidays 1.00-3.00pm at Clunes Neighbourhood House (in the 
lunch room) 70 Bailey St, Clunes Contact Patsy 0407 377 610  
 

Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday 
at 10am. 
 

Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival 
and monthly Booktown on Sunday author talks. Volunteers always 
welcome. Enq 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.  
 

Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd 
Monday of the month at the Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at 
10.30am. Visitors are welcome. 
 

Mad Chatters Club meet every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual 
get togethers alternating between Widow Twankeys and Rose and Oak 
cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434. 
 

Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school 
terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq Lana 0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.  
 

Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm Clunes 
Community Health Centre. Enq Georgina 5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946 
095. 
 

Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison 
for information. Ph 5345 3060.  
 

Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus) Worship 
services at 11am on 2nd and 4th (Holy Communion) Sundays and last 
Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages. 
Everyone welcome. Enq: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or 
rosemary.carter@internode.on.net 
 

Yoga Classes Clunes Senior Citz every Thursday at 7pm. All levels 
welcome anytime. Enq Lily 0459 138 797, or lilymason75@gmail.com, 
www.lilymasonyoga.com 


