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Media Release 
 

COUNCIL RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) – 
SUPPORTING COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS 
 

The impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is being felt globally. Council plays a key role in supporting our 
community during emergencies such as COVID-19. While Council operations are being significantly impacted by 
the pandemic, we are continuing to support the community and business by providing essential services. 
 

The impact of COVID-19 on Council services and operations vary and may change as new information comes to 
hand and decisions are made by health authorities and governments. 
 

Mayor, Cr Licia Kokocinski, said that Council has three internal groups working hard to ensure that we are 
supporting our staff and keeping essential services delivered, while also carrying out our emergency management 
role.  
 

“We are taking a strategic and coordinated approach to dealing with this emergency and I’m proud of the work our 
team is doing to support the community and business during this difficult time. We currently have many supports 
in place and we will be considering more initiatives at the April Council meeting,” said Cr Licia Kokocinski. 
 

Council has initiated a campaign called “Helping Hepburn”.  It is designed to let the community and business 
know how we can help them, or alternatively point them in the right direction for information on other support 
services.  
 

What is Council doing to support the community? 
 

• Council has decided there will be no interest charged on outstanding rates balances for the 2019/20 financial year.  This 
applies to all property types. 

• We have enacted the emergency clause of our current hardship policy, as a result of this, any ratepayers who are suffering 
financial hardship can make an application for deferment of payment of rates and charges. This applies to all property 
types. 

• We have allowed additional time for residents to pay pet registrations 
• We have enacted our Municipal Emergency Management Plan and which is being guided by our Pandemic Plan and 

Business Continuity Plan 
• Executive and senior managers are working with other councils and peak bodies to ensure we are across all developments 
• We are working closely with DHHS, Victoria Police and Central Highlands Rural Health Service to support our 

community and staff 
• We have set up a Virtual Relief Centre to manage all incoming enquires from the community for support 
• We have developed a list of service providers to help guide the community 
• We have called all residents on our Vulnerable Persons Register 
• We have called all our clients who receive aged and disability services to ensure they are being supported 
• We have redeployed staff to provide meals on wheels and community care 
• We are developing online services for libraries 
• We have called community groups to offer support 
• We have increased cleaning of all public facilities 
• We have written to all residents to ensure we are communicating with everyone 
• We are posting regular updates on Facebook and our website.  

Continued on Page 2 
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CLUNES 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Submissions (incl photograph) welcome, preferably sent 
electronically to the email address above.  Priority given to news 
items and are subject to available space.  Name of group or 
individual will be printed with all items submitted. 
 

News items, notices of meetings, results-up to 3 lines will be listed 
free-of-charge for Clunes social and sporting clubs on the 
COMMUNITY GROUPS page (space permitting). 
 

Display ads are available to community groups at half commercial 
rates. 
 

All material to reach the CTDA by the 10th day of the month. 
 

Note: articles, photographs and ads are not to exceed 2mb in size.  
Hardcopy items can be left at the Clunes Newsagency, Fraser St. 

 
 
 

Produced by the Clunes Tourist and 
Development Association Inc. 

Email address: 
clunesnewsletter@iinet.net 

 

CURRENT ADVERTISING RATES: 
 

Business card size (90mm x 55mm horizontal only) $25 
Quarter page (vertical) $40 
Half page (horizontal) $80 
Full page (vertical) $160 
 

All ads to be supplied ready-made as Word or jpeg files.  No PDFs 
please. 
 

Discounts apply to CTDA members and for multiple month adverts.  
All advertising to be paid in advance of publication.  Ads and 
payment can be made through Jane Lesock at Mt Beckworth Wines, 
Fraser St. 
 

Edited by Jane Lesock.  Layout & copyediting by Kira Annear. 
Administration Support by Megan Jones. 
Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the CTDA, its 
individual members, or its associates. 

Hepburn Shire Council Media Release continued from Page 1 
 

What is Council doing to support the business community? 
 

• We are processing supplier payments weekly to provide them with better cash-flow 
• We are calling all businesses to check in on how they are going and offer support 
• Council is reviewing advice from both the Federal and State Governments as to rental relief and support that it 

can provide to tenants, and will update tenants once this has been provided and reviewed 
• We are providing regular updates to business on State and Federal Government support packages. 
 

“There are concerns in the community regarding potentially infected tourists coming into the Shire, particularly 
over Easter.  Council continues to reinforce the Premier’s message regarding reasons to leave home, and this does 
not include going on holidays. We reinforce the message of stay at home. Community members concerned about 
breaches of the social distancing restrictions, particularly in public places, are encouraged to call Victoria Police 
on 131 444 or log a request at www.police.vic.gov.au/palolr,“ said Cr Licia Kokocinski. 
 

Council will continue to monitor both State and Federal Government advice and review its service delivery in 
accordance with any changes announced.  
 

For the most current information on how Council is responding to COVID-19 and the how it is supporting the 
community and business, visit www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/coronavirus.  
 

Our first Clunes Online Store raffle 
winner Julie Leech with  

her young helpers.  
 

The CTDA is offering some great raffle 
prizes from the Valley of Gold service 
station through till the end of June to 
support the Online Store. Our second 

raffle draw on ANZAC Day featured a 
$150 fuel voucher. You too could be a 
winner, with every order placed online 

over $20 automatically going in the 
fortnightly draw.  

Photo supplied 

http://www.police.vic.gov.au/palolr
http://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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By Linda Newitt, Secretary 
 

 The world has changed a great deal over the past month 
or so; and like most other organisations, the CTDA is 
learning to adapt. Our immediate focus is to assist our local 
shops and businesses to trade through, in whatever way they 
can, as they combat the myriad issues thrown up by both the 
economic and health crisis. 
 

 In this regard we are enormously proud of the work of 
our Treasurer Jason Judd and his partner and fellow member 
Damien Whitten in creating the Clunes Online Store after the 
introduction of Stage 3 shutdowns that led to the immediate 
suspension of our Clunes Market, and placed so many 
restrictions on shop front trading. 
 

 This community initiative has attracted some great 
media attention and sales are growing for the businesses that 
have already moved to take up this opportunity. If you are a 
shop owner in the local area who has not yet registered we 
urge you to get on board – simply email shop@clunes.org to 
get started. 
 

 Community members will find it a very user-friendly 
way to source supplies. You can simply fill your cart from 
one, two or all the stores and have your orders processed all 
in the one transaction. The shops offer a mix of pick-up or 
delivery services and payment options. It’s a great and easy 
way to support local traders which, at the time of going to 
print, included the Clunes Greener Grocer, Longview Farm 
and Meats, Mt Beckworth Wines and the Kitchen 

Chameleon. Our Easter trading period also featuring offerings 
from Window Twankeys, with more traders expected to join 
soon. 
 

 As an extra incentive we have also moved the Clunes 
Market’s traditional Wood Raffle to our Online Store. 
Throughout April each order placed on the Store went in the 
running to win one of two trailer loads of wood from the 
Valley of Gold Service Station. We will have more raffle 
prizes throughout May and June so keep a look out at 
shop.clunes.org.  
 

 In addition to the Clunes Online Store, the CTDA is also 
supporting the Clunes Cup of sugar / cup of kindness 
initiative with free vouchers for community members to 
enjoy a take-away coffee, bun or similar small item 
redeemable at a local business. We are aiming to give away 
100 vouchers a month over the next three months so be sure 
to check out the Facebook group Clunes- Cup of sugar/cup of 
kindness to stay up to date and connected. 
 

 In the longer term we will be working with the Hepburn 
Shire, Daylesford Macedon Tourism, Clunes Neighbourhood 
House, Clunes Museum, Clunes Agricultural Society and 
other like groups to plan for our recovery phase which we 
hope to kick off with a 1920s-themed event to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Back to Clunes reunions. These were a 
prominent part of the local calendar in times gone by and may 
be just what we need to swing out off a long isolation. We 
hope to bring more details of that in coming months. 
 

 In closing, the CTDA would also like to acknowledge 
the sad loss of our past President, Vice-President and long-
time active member Michael Cheshire. We extend our 
condolences to his wife Joy and the family, with a fuller 
tribute in an obituary elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Our Market is taking a break due to the COVID-19 

but there is still a Wood Raffle by shopping Online 

@ shop.clunes.org with local Clunes business’s. 
 

Every month there will be a lucky person.  All you 

have to do is place an order with any of the local 

shops listed and you have a chance.  

So don’t miss out. 
 

If you have ever wondered what the lucky 

numbers, odds or chances have  been in the past 

here are a few statistics. No 9 & 92 drawn twice, 18 

numbers below 50 and 8 above.  

Lucky winners have come from Clunes, Ballarat, 

Creswick, Maryborough & St Arnaud. 
 

Stay safe everyone and look forward to seeing you 

all again on the otherside.  

mailto:shop@clunes.org


 

MAY 2020                    CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                               PAGE 4 



 

MAY 2020                    CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWS                               PAGE 5 

2020 Booktown Festival Update 
By Andrew Reeves (Chair), Leslie Falkiner-Rose, Richard Gilbert, Mick King, Chris 
O’Donnell, Ember Parkin, Tim Parkin 
 

 We had hoped to be holding the 14th Clunes 
Booktown Festival shortly after you received this 
newsletter but, sadly, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, this is not the case. 
 

 On March 13, the Board of Creative Clunes 
made the decision to cancel the Booktown Festival. 
During the previous week we had watched the 
COVID-19 crisis unfold and discussed possible 
cancellation. The sudden escalation of the crisis and 
the cancellation of the Grand Prix led us to decide 
that we had no option. 
 

 Cancellation was not an easy decision to make 
because we knew it would affect businesses in 
Clunes like the street traders, accommodation 
providers in the area, community groups who 
fundraise during the Festival, book traders, food 
vendors, entertainers (like Eric the Waiter who has 
entertained us for years), writers, panellists, and all 
the companies from which we hire equipment.  
 

 We were one of the first major events to cancel 
but only a short time later gatherings of over 500 
were banned, so we knew we had made the right 
decision.  
 

 Another determining factor for the timing of the 
cancellation was the pending to placement of ads at 
significant cost to Creative Clunes. Cancelling after 
placing the ads could have pushed Creative Clunes 
into insolvency – a situation that would have 
jeopardised further Booktown Festivals. 
 

 As we were only six weeks from the Festival, 
some advertising had already gone to print, and 
other items were completed or purchased. These 
resulted in a loss of just over $21,000. In addition, 
there was the cost of time lost in planning and 
organising the event and, of course, the income 
generated by the Festival itself. We conservatively 
estimate losses to date of $60,500, which doesn’t 
include time volunteered by the Board and others.   
 

 All ticket purchases, book trader site fees and 
food vendor site fees have been refunded in full. All 

outstanding debts have been paid. We are now 
operating on a shoestring but expect to make 
through to the first government stimulus payment in 
early May.   
 

 We have been able to retain Richard Mackay-
Scollay with reduced hours under the JobKeeper 
funding. Our admin assistant, Sharon Hughes, is 
now working only one day per week. This may 
mean that any responses to queries or phone 
messages to Creative Clunes may be delayed a little. 
 

 This year’s new event, Book Clubs Friday, has 
pivoted into being the Book Clubs Hub (see 
Bookclubshub.com) – an online platform being 
developed as a resource for book clubs around the 
country to share knowledge, resources and stories. 
Part of that work involves a national survey to 
ascertain the reach and power of book clubs across 
Australia.  
 

 The funder supporting the work of Girish 
Gupta, a part-time employee who is the Book Clubs 
Hub co-ordinator and research assistant, has stayed 
the course in spite of the cancellation of the Book 
Clubs Friday event. We hope other Booktown 
funders will do the same.  
 

 At this stage we have every intention of starting 
programming and planning for Booktown 2021 and 
Booktown on Sunday. We are also looking at ways 
of presenting author talks and online events in 
conjunction with other community groups. We hope 
to honour the writers and panellists who didn’t get 
to share their stories at the Festival. 
 

 We’d like to thank the Clunes community for 
your support and goodwill. We’ve been inspired by 
your kind words of support that have made us 
determined to carry on and look toward the future. 
We hope you will still be able to support the writers 
from this year’s program by buying their books. 
 

 If you are a lover of Booktown and want to help 
in a small way, we are offering two membership 
categories – yearly at $25 and a 10-year 
membership for $250. Annual memberships 
purchased now will run until 30 June 2021.  
 

 For membership enquiries, please contact 
admin@clunesbooktown.com.au. 
 

 Membership funds will go towards the first year 
of the Booktown Bucks initiative, which will give all 
Clunes Pre-School and Clunes Primary School 
students vouchers to spend on books during the 
Booktown Festival.   
 

 We hope to bring you more good news in future 
editions of the newsletter. If you have any concerns 
or queries please do not hesitate to contact the 
Board or Richard Mackay-Scollay. 
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Earthmoving or Landscaping need doing? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allan Stacey   10 years 

    Is the man   experience 
 

Allan has all the equipment and experience for these 

tough jobs when the ground gets too rocky, too hard 

and just too big for you 

No job is too small or too big 
 

Site level & clean | Trenching | Post Hole Boring | 
Driveways 

General excavation works & Landscaping 

Allan services Clunes, Ballarat & surrounding areas 

Equipment available: 

5 Tonne Tip Truck | 2 Bobcats (Rubber Track & 
Tyre) 

2 Excavators (2&3 tonne) 
 

Please give Allan a call on 

Mobile 0408 903 870 for a quote 

 

NOTES FROM THE PAST 
Supplied by the Clunes Museum Department 
 

TONIGHT 
Tuesday, November 16, 1920 

Back   to    Clunes  
Grand  Concert  
BY LOCAL ARTISTS 

In the CLUNES TOWN HALL 

Chairman: His Worship the Mayor, P.Rowe, Esq. 
Accompaniste : Miss Mortimer 
Admission, 2s. & 1s., plus tax. 
J.F.WEICKHARDT, Secretary 

 

("GUARDIAN" PRINT, CLUNES, November, 1920) 
 
 

DISPENSARY  
(Established 1857.) 

Patronized by H.R.H. THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
J.A SHRIGLEY Chemist and Druggist CLUNES 

 

(Clunes Guardian And Mining and Agricultural 
Reporter, November 1, 1869) 

 
 

Typhoid Fever 
THE PRECAUTIONS TO BE TAKEN - 

" To avoid typhoid fever boil or filter all water used for 
drinking, boil all milk, wash all fruit and vegetables; avoid  
aerated waters, ice, and ice-cream, unless satisfied that the 

water or milk used in the manufacture of them is wholesome;  
avoid milk from dirty dairies; apply burnt lime to and flush 

all drains about the house frequently. " 
 

(Public Health department poster,  
Clunes Guardian and Gazette, February 1884) 
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Karl Schaefer Mobile:  

0418 508 558 

Email: schaeferant@bigpond.com 

Your digital specialist 
Servicing Clunes & District 

41 Years Experience 
Prompt Service & Expert Advice 
Satellite Installation & Service 

UHF, VHF & FM Antennas 
Free Signal Test & Quotes 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

 

CATHERINE KING MP 
 

Federal Member for Ballarat 
 

 

Standing up 

for the 

Clunes 

Community 
 
 

 

Electorate Office: 
5 Lydiard Street Nth, Ballarat 3350 
Ph. 5338 8123 
www.catherineking.com.au 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Clunes Mad Chatters 
 

To help lift the spirits (and calories) to the hard 
working staff in both the Emergency and X Ray 
Department at the Ballarat Base Hospital, the 
Chatters donated an array of chocolates and 
lollies as a means of thanking staff for their 

dedication and kindness during this difficult time.  
We believe that the medical staff is putting their 
own health and wellbeing at risk to keep us safe. 

 

 
 

The Chatters had feedback from staff that they 
were “stunned” to receive such a kind gesture 

and held an Easter Egg hunt to relieve  
some of the stress. 

 

Stay safe everyone 
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Vale Michael Cheshire 
2.2.1945 – 28.3.2020 
By Jane Lesock & Tess Brady 

 

 Clunes and the wider 
community of Hepburn Shire 
are mourning the loss of a 
great family man, community 
leader, prior Councillor and 
Mayor, Justice of the Peace 
and friend to many. 
 

 In 2000, with his wife 
Joy, Michael permanently 
moved to Clunes. 
 

 Michael, who had a 
career in tourism advocacy 
and development, became 
involved with the Clunes 

Tourist and Development 
Association (CTDA) and held positions of Vice President 
and President.   Within these roles he represented Clunes on 
a number of committees including the Hepburn Shire 
Tourism Board and chaired the Clunes Community 
Interpretive Centre Reference Group which oversaw the 
planning and building of the Clunes Warehouse.  Michael 
attended numerous meetings representing Clunes on the 
Advancing Country Towns project; Clunes Community Plan 
& Clunes Streetscape.  
 

 His community interests spread wider and Michael held 
several positions in the community including as Lay Minister 
and Church Warden at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Clunes;  
Secretary and Treasurer for the Clunes Masonic Lodge; Vice 
President of the Clunes Cemetery Trust and Secretary of the 
Clunes Ceramics Award, and Clunes Health Chair with other 
key people of Clunes to continue the “after hours on call” 
service to Clunes. 
 

 In 2003 Michael was elected to the Hepburn Shire, 
represented Cameron Ward, and served until 2005 including 
as a term of Mayor for Hepburn Shire.   
 

 Michael became a Justice of the Peace in 1981 and 
served his community in this capacity for over 30 years and 
was made an Honorary Life Member receiving both the 
Merit Award and the Centenary Award for his services.  
 

 Michael was named the 2015 Clunes Male Citizen of 
the Year at the annual Community Dinner then followed with 
the 2016 Hepburn Shire Australia Day Citizen of the Year.   
When Michael was not volunteering, he enjoyed playing 
golf, watching his Sydney Swans, spending quality time with 
his grandchildren; he even enjoyed doing painting and was 
part of the Clunes Art Group. 
 

 On Saturday 28th March, surrounded by his family, 
Michael passed away peacefully in hospital. He is survived 
by his wife Joy, son James, daughter Elizabeth and families. 
 

 In accordance with the current Government regulations, 
a private family funeral was held on Thursday 2nd April 
which would have been Michael’s 75th birthday. 

Photo by Gary Sharp 

Clunes Garden Club 

 

Sadly, because of the COVID -19, at this stage, the May and 
June activities are cancelled. 

 

Rest assured that all members will be notified as quickly as 
possible when it becomes evident we can resume our 

meetings!. To that end, let’s all do the right thing – STAY 
AT HOME and knock this virus on the head! 

 

No doubt, we will all have more time to spend in the garden 
with the current social distancing restrictions in place, so a 

few tips for what to do in our gardens in May: 
 

• Time to plant those brassicas; cauliflower, broccoli, 
cabbage and Brussel sprouts 

 

Hot Tip!!  Plant some sage as a companion to these to ward 
off caterpillars and moths!! 

 

• Top up mulch on vegie patches and flower beds to a 
depth of approx. 7cms and keep the stems clear. 

 

Think of it as putting a warm winter blanket over the roots!!  
 

• Prepare for approaching frosts by making some nice, 
wee frost covers out of shade cloth off-cuts, some old 

garden stakes and a few nails! 
 

You’ll be glad you did!! 
 

Cheerio for now! 
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CLUNES MUSEUM - A HOME 
FOR YOUR HISTORY 
By James Curzon-Siggers 
 

"BEWARE OF THE COUGHER AND THE 
SNEEZER" 
 

 That advice from Victoria's Board of Health during the 
1919 Spanish Flu epidemic resonates today in the COVID 19 
pandemic. Indeed, the Borough Council of Clunes and the 
Clunes Hospital Committee, back in January 1919 " strongly 
condemned the action of the authorities in Melbourne in 
allowing persons to leave the affected city to go to towns 
which were free from the scourge."! Meanwhile, the Clunes 
Museum is adapting to the realities of physical distancing 
since The Warehouse was closed. Work continues as best we 
can: some cataloguing, some research and planning for future 
exhibitions as well as doing Webinars.  Hopefully, from May 
meetings will resume using Zoom. 
 

MAY 30, 1873: RED LETTER DAY 
 

 The Museum recently provided a letter of support to our 
Council for a funding application to Heritage Victoria that 
would go towards the Clunes Town Hall and Court House 
Remedial Works project. After the structural underpinning in 
2017 -2018, the next step is Stage A work to the facade and 
the interior to rectify the serious damage caused by 
significant ground movement. 
 

 What a great building it is! The recent break ins have 
highlighted this and what happens when a public asset is not 
maintained and fully used. Hopefully, Council's funding 
application is successful as the restoration work is vital to 
restoring the Town Hall to its rightful place at the centre of 
civic, cultural and social life in Clunes. 
 

 The 150th anniversary of the official opening of the 
Town Hall in May 1873 will be a major civic and historical 
event. It must coincide with completed remedial works and 
interior restoration. 
 

 Back in June, 1873, the Clunes Guardian and Gazette 
wrote that the Town Hall's opening by Victoria's 5th 
Governor, Sir George Bowen " will ever cause Friday, 30 
May 1873, to be kept as a red letter day by the people of 
Clunes." 
 

 Indeed, it was in 1873. The opening was celebrated with 
a holiday for the whole district. Furthermore, a colossal Arch 
of Welcome was erected across Service Street near the Post 
Office and a procession of Volunteer Rifles and Friendly 
Societies including the Orders of Oddfellows, the Order of 
Foresters, the St. Andrew's Society and the Hibernian Society 
marched up Service Street to the music of bagpipes and the 
Pipe Band to greet the Governor, himself " a fine hearty 
looking specimen of an English Baron, or Squire, or Knight 
of the Shire." A red letter day indeed! Let's make 2023 just as 
good. 
 

"A VERY HANDSOME SPECIMEN OF 
THE PHOTOGRAPHER'S ART" 
 

 Led by the CTDA, planning is underway for a 
November event to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the first 
Back To Clunes celebration from November 13-22, 1920. 
These celebrations were jointly organised by the Borough of 
Clunes and the Clunes In Melbourne committee which was 
established in 1901 by Clunes "ex-pats." Hopefully, the 
Museum can use this as a springboard to raise funds to restore 
the magnificent group photo "Old Residents of Clunes" 
which was commissioned by those very Clunes ex-pats. At 
their second annual gathering in 1902 at the Masonic Hall, 
then in Collins Street,  this " very handsome specimen of the 
photographer's art" was on display and "the centre of 
attraction during the whole evening and friends were busily 
picking out familiar faces and trying to recognise those 
unknown to them." Its a pity they didn't write them down as 
the Museum does not have a record of who all those Old 
Residents are. Some serious hunting in the archives is called 
for. Fortunately, we know the names of the Clunes in 
Melbourne committee for 1901 as they are the larger photos 
in the middle. They include Sir A.J.Peacock, the "lamented 
late" mayor of Clunes ( Cr. W.J.Martindale) and the first 
President ( Mr. J.F.Deegan). Serendipitously, J.F.Deegan's 
papers are held in the State Library of Victoria, many of 
which relate to his happy times in Clunes. 
 

"INFECTED CITIES" 
 

 Finally, more good advice from the Borough of Clunes 
and the Clunes Hospital Committee in 1919: " It was also 
decided to suggest to the business people that they should 
send their orders by post instead of giving them personally to 
travellers who come from infected cities." And don't forget, 
you can search our catalogue from the Victorian Collections 
website. For example, just type "Clunes Town Hall" into the 
search box to see photos and documents showing how the 
Town Hall has been central to the town's social history. 

Vale 

Michael Leonard Grant 

25.10.1939 – 8.2.2020 
 

I wish to thank the folk of 

Clunes and surrounding 

district for their warm wishes 

on my loss.  

 I miss Michael so much but as 

time goes by it will get easier. 

Michael was a quiet reserved 

English man, with a wonderful 

sense of humour. 

Jeannette 
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LOCAL A GRADE ELECTRICIAN 
All types of electrical work 

Paul Milne 

  0407 857 486 
 

GOLDFIELDS VETERINARY SERVICES 

5 Castlemaine Road Creswick 

Ph: 0343 110 101 
Barbara Henderson BVSc 

Companion and Farm Animals 

Please call for veterinary attention 

Earthmoving contractors 

Bobcat for hire 

Tip truck & 5 tonne excavator 

ALL AREAS 

Driveways - Small Excavations - Horse Arenas - Post 
Hole Borers - Gorse & Light Scrub Clearing 

Contact GEOFF on 0409 958 853 

Anytime Anywhere Earthmoving 

builtt 
builders 

  0418 579 946     Robbie Allen 
        Director 
     rob@builttbuilders.com.au 
 
    www.builttbuilders.com.au 
 

Registered builders licence number 59811 

 

Mick Gray’s Automotive  

Servicing & General repairs, brakes, 

exhausts, Tyres new and repairs 

Located just out of Clunes 

Phone Mick on Mob 0418 142 022 

mailto:rob@builttbuilders.com.au
http://www.builttbuilders.com.au
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Clunes Former Free Library 
(aka The Mechanics Institute) 
By Phil Taig 
 

Weatherproofed  
 The recent stormy weather 
saw rainfall of 60 mm and 
lashing wind squalls over 
several days which severely 
tested the weatherproofing 
work and storm water drainage 
improvements made last year. 
There was no sign of water 
entering inside the building 
anywhere nor any storm 

damage. Groundwater was quickly 
drained away before it flooded underneath the building so it 
is confidently expected that our iconic former Free Library 
will now remain in excellent condition for another 146 years.  
 

New Kitchen 
 Following a successful 
application by the Chairman 
for a financial grant, work has 
commenced on installing a 
new kitchen to replace the 
dilapidated shambles that the 
old kitchen had become. The 
photo below shows part of the 
work carried out to date, with 

floor tiling partially completed. The 
financial grant will only cover half the cost, and the 

Committee of Management (CoM) must raise funds to match 
the grant dollar for dollar. This can be done by money 
donations or by donations of kitchen equipment. To date the 
CoM has received as gifts from ‘Friends of Clunes Free 
Library’ a double basin sink, a microwave oven, a cordless 
hot water jug and a dual fuel (electric/LPG gas) 90 cm baking 
oven.  
 

More Required  
 There are still two major items needed to complete the 
kitchen: a Dishwashing machine and some overhead kitchen 
lights (preferably LED type). It is likely that the coronavirus 
pandemic has made April/May the worst two months this 
century for raising funds, but if anyone has something surplus 
to their needs that can be converted to dollars, please consider 
donating to the Clunes Free library. (If you were the one who 
panic bought 5 years supply of toilet paper how about giving 
the Free Library a couple of rolls?)  
 

May Committee Meeting has been cancelled  
 In the past few years the Committee of Management of 
Clunes Former Free Library, (COM), has received a great 
deal of assistance from its ‘Friends of the Free Library’ in the 
local community for which it is very appreciative. It is still 
seeking to expand its Committee of five to help with ideas for 
restoring the building using funds that may be offered from 
benevolent sources this year. There are no prerequisites other 
than some life experience and common sense, and no 
obligations other than one hour per month to attend a meeting 
(when everything returns to normal). The Chairman of the 
Committee is Graeme Johnstone and he may be contacted on 
0427 534 532 or via e-mail at ‘thedukesbb@bigpond.com 

Photo supplied 

Photo supplied 
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SPORTS NEWS 
 

Clunes Golf Club 
By Ray Skinner 

 By the time you read this 
Article our small tightknit 
Community of Clunes will have 
and may still be experiencing 
living conditions never seen 
before. Many thanks to all those 
who are keeping our essential 
services going. 
 

 Clunes Golf Club went into 
total lockdown in late March. 

 

 It should be noted that Clunes Golf Club has adhered to 
all " changing " recommendations from Golf Australia based 
on information received from the Victorian Health Dept. 
 

 March started off with a good field on the 4th.playing a 
Stableford 
 

Winner   Kevin Steart    39  points 
Runner-up  Rob Dean   38  points 
 

The first round of the Pairs Championship was held on March 
8th. 
 

Winners  Karson Osborn-Purser/ Jo Love Nett  75.5 
Runners-up Ian Rowland / Dean Marshall Nett  76 
 

March 15th. was the second round of the Pairs 
 

Winners  Phil Johnston / Brendan Butler Nett 70 
Runners-up Les lockie / John Horner  Nett 71 
 

Overall Winners of this Competition by only one stroke 
   Ian Rowland / Dean Marshall Nett 148 
Runners-up Les Lockie /  John Horner  Nett  149 
 

Sunday 22nd. March we played a Stableford under strict 
distancing rules and was the last Competition that Golf 
Australia recommendations allowed to be played. 
 

Winner  Dean Marshall    38  points 
Runner-up Brendan Butler    35  points 
 

 New work completed earlier in the month before the 
total lockdown included new turf being laid on the 2nd. and 
3rd. Tee-beds. The 5th. hole is now played to a temporary 
scrape allowing new grass seeded around the normal Scrape 
to establish. This has been regularly watered and is looking 
promising. 
 

 Two dead (and dangerous) trees have been felled before 
Winter storms hit the Course. 
 

 At the time of writing this Article I have no idea when 
we will be allowed to return to play, hopefully by the time 
you receive this Newsletter in the mail. 
 

Stay safe one and all. 
 

With no sport on at the moment, we thought it might be fun to test your mind with a 
Sudoku provided by Snodger Media Clunes. Solution will be provided in  

June 2020 Newsletter. 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS 
All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first  Tuesday except January. New 
members most welcome. Contact Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596 
or peter.billing@iinet.net.au 
 

Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship- Eucharist for all ages 
11am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed by bring & share lunch. All 
welcome. Enq: Father Colin Griffiths  0456 637 114 email 
colgrif2@yahoo.com for baptisms, weddings & funerals.  
 

Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and 
Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm Tuesday afternoons at Clunes 
Football / Netball Club  during school terms.  Call 5345 4078. 
 

Carpet Bowls Indoors at Clunes Senior Citizens Hall. Each Wed and Sat 
from 1.40pm. New members welcome. Come along for a fun afternoon. 
Enq: Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.  
 

Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm 3rd Thur of month from 
Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before Show & Thur after. President-John Drife 
Ph. 0427 434 233 ;  Secretary-Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506 
Homecrafts-Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website www.clunesshow.com.au  
 

Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues 7.30pm at the 
Young Farmers club rooms at show grounds. A friendly, social 
environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact Jenny 0400 613 153.  
 

Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month 
7.30pm, old SMB building behind Clunes Mechanical   Repairs.  
 

Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am 
and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a working group. Venue: Lunch Room, 
Clunes Neighbourhood House. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857 
 

Clunes Bowling Club: Mark Vorbach 0421422 895 Email 
clunesbowlingclub@outlook.com 
 

Clunes Book Club Enq Karen ph.: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm on 
the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL. 
 

Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the 
Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm BYO  lunch + craft projects, all 
crafts + kids welcome. Join Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Facebook group 
for more info. 
 

Clunes Field & Game Enquiries to Eric 5345 3571. 
 

Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath 
Milne 0448 453 665. Email clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.  
 

Clunes Free Lending Library The Chairman of the Committee is Graeme 
Johnstone and he may be contacted on 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at 
‘thedukesbb@bigpond.com’ 
 

Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.15am. 
Outing days will meet at 9.15am. For info please contact Secretary Susan 
McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Pam Shackelton 0409 202 636. 
 

Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509  
or Lawrie Lees 5345 3034. Course 18 holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year 
round play. Non members $10 green fees for 18 holes. $5 with Member. 
Under 16 free. Visitors welcome on Sunday/Wednesday competition 
days. 
 

Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group. New members always 
welcome. Contact Chris O’Donnell 0408 034 017 or 
cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.  
 

Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins 
Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm, Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am-
3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.  
 

Clunes Men’s Shed Open from 10am Monday & Wednesday at the 
Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and friendly space for men to 
meet in a workshop setting. Enq: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in 
the Museum Workshop from 10am each Thursday. Committee meets 
every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at 
the     Warehouse. Enq. The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message 
for Museum. 
 

Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs. 
Printing services, free internet, gallery available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at 
Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open 
9-3 Mon-Fri. See our website www.clunesnh.org for more details. 
 

Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers & 
their parents/caregivers. Clunes Health Centre Wed 10am-12pm, term 
time. Enq Bec Clowes ph. 0437 497 432 
 

Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@ 
kindergarten.vic.gov.au.  
 

Clunes Probus Club The Combined Probus Club of Clunes is in recess at 
the moment and we will restart the Club activities as soon as we possibly 
can. In the meantime membership inquiries can be directed to the 
Secretary, Ron Thomas, on 5345 3344. 
 

Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to Secretary Mr Lindsay Pritchard on 
mobile 0427 028 556 
 

Clunes Senior Citizens Club Inc Further information from the Secretary, 
Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.  
 

Clunes Tourist & Development Association Monthly meeting held at The 
Warehouse. Everyone welcome from community and business.  Meet 
2nd Thursday each month 7pm at the Warehouse Enq: President Steve 
Hunter on Mob 0400 696 794 or email shunter29@hotmail.com 
 

Clunes Writers' Group meets second Monday of each month except 
public holidays 1.00-3.00pm at Clunes Neighbourhood House (in the 
lunch room) 70 Bailey St, Clunes Contact Patsy 0407 377 610  
 

Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday 
at 10am. 
 

Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival 
and monthly Booktown on Sunday author talks. Volunteers always 
welcome. Enq 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.  
 

Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd 
Monday of the month at the Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at 
10.30am. Visitors are welcome. 
 

Mad Chatters Club meet every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual 
get togethers alternating between Widow Twankeys and Rose and Oak 
cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434. 
 

Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school 
terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq Lana 0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.  
 

Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm Clunes 
Community Health Centre. Enq Georgina 5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946 
095. 
 

Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison 
for information. Ph 5345 3060.  
 

Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus) Worship 
services at 11am on 2nd and 4th (Holy Communion) Sundays and last 
Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages. 
Everyone welcome. Enq: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or 
rosemary.carter@internode.on.net 
 

Yoga Classes Clunes Senior Citz every Thursday at 7pm. All levels 
welcome anytime. Enq Lily 0459 138 797, or lilymason75@gmail.com, 
www.lilymasonyoga.com 
 

 
 


