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Judith Fawcett: Community Member, Mentor &
Leader recognised and honoured with an OAM
infrastructure works. Even these days,
Judith can be found in the kitchen
helping prepare, serve or clean up and
remains a vibrant force and to work
alongside younger women encouraging
them to take up leadership roles. Judith
was made a Life member of this
Organisation in 2006, one of only four
life memberships in the history of the
society.

By Jane Lesock

 William Barkell Memorial Arts &
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For more than 60 years Judith has
volunteered her services to the Clunes
community and district.
After marrying Mac Fawcett in
1960, Judith came to live on the family
property at Mount Cameron and has
volunteered since. Judith’s contribution
has been a lifetime of championing
community change in Clunes and
developing strategies to deliver. Her
contributions have been wide and varied
and we have tried to cover these as
much as possible.
 Assisted with the foundation of the Mt
Cameron Fire Brigade in the early
1960’s
 Founding member of the Ladies
Auxiliary
(now
Homecrafts
Committee) of the Clunes & District
Agricultural Society. Judith held the
position of President 1968 -1970 and
1972 – 1973. During this time
strategies were worked out to develop
arts, crafts, gardening and cookery
exhibits from a handful in a shed with
a dirt floor to current conditions with
over 2000 entries.
Not to rest, Judith then took on the
Treasurers position in 1977-1978
recognising the need to fundraise to
establish the Society’s not-for-profit
catering
business
to
purchase
operational equipment and then donate
the funds towards the Show Grounds
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Historical Centre known as the Clunes
Museum.
The Museum was formed in 1974
and Judith joined the volunteer team in
1988. Judith has been President twice,
1992 – 1996 and it was during this time
that the Clunes Museum achieved the
highest level of accreditation. A
wonderful tribute to the volunteers.
Move forward to 2010 and the Museum
facilities were becoming too small for
the collections. Led by Judith during her
second term as President, 2006 – 2015,
colleague Pat cook OAM and other
Members, they developed a strategy to
access funding which demanded a high
level of preparation, insisted on
applications “shovel ready”. Judith also
lobbied philanthropic organizations;
Hepburn Shire and State & Federal
governments. All this took more than a
decade of work. This was at a time
when local government was only
supporting a single project, and often
projects by small communities such as
Clunes were pushed aside.
It was during these critical months
Judith and with the committee’s
persistence and skills came to the fore
and at a time when local council and
community support was being called
into question. Judith showed her
strength, courage and leadership to front
public meetings and the media to
explain allocation of funding and long
term benefits for the new complex. The
Clunes Museum was successful and the
result is The Warehouse; a $3.22 million
dollar visionary project integrating the
Museum and was officially opened in
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October 2014.
Apart from the above Judith also
supported her local Presbyterian/Uniting
Church – conducting the choir from
1965 – 2006.
 Clunes Primary School Parents Club

in the 1970’s and held position as
President 1978 – 1979. Focus for this
group was to help raise funds for the
School.

 Clunes

Infant Welfare Centre –
President 1972
In 2006 Judith was recognized for
her volunteerism by being named
Clunes Female Citizen of the Year at the
annual Clunes Community Dinner
hosted by the CTDA.
In 2007 when the first town
meeting was held proposing Festival of
the Book, Judith was the first person to
stand up and support the innovation
which influenced other community
leaders to come on board and from this
Clunes Booktown was born.
Clunes Floods – 2010 & 2011 –
both Judith and Mac as with many other
wonderful volunteers spent weeks
cleaning and restoring flooded houses
and buildings.
Over many years Judith has acted
as a mentor to emerging young women
leaders in the Clunes and district, many
of whom are now leading local
organizations.
On top of all this Judith has
supported her husband Mac with
running of the family property, raised
their daughter Jo, who is also on the
family property with husband John and
their 2 children Molly and Parker.
In finishing, Judith’s contribution
has been extraordinarily significant.
She has not shield away from difficult
challenges, including leading change, re
-structure when necessary and embrace
the new ideas and people.
Congratulations Judith and well
deserved.
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The Clunes Tourist &
Development Association (CTDA)
– Who are we and what do we do?
By Steven Hunter, CTDA President

The Clunes Tourist Development Association is one
of many volunteer groups in town. The CTDA is one of
the longest standing organisations in Clunes with a focus
to supporting business and residents alike. The committee
is a blend of business operators and residents from the
local area with a mix of young and old, new to Clunes and
those with multiple family member in the Clunes
Graveyard (FYI -this is a pre-requisite to being a true
local). Our focus has been around delivery of events that
bring the community together as well as to attract
visitation from further afield. We host and help facilitate
events like Australia Day, Clunes Community Dinner,
Christmas Carols and fundraising events to name a few.
We also support the Clunes Market (soon to return). We
work with local and state council to assist development of
programs and initiatives, particularly when it involves
spending their finances! We support providers of
accommodation and possibly the most relevant function in
our portfolio is the production of the monthly Clunes
Newsletter. Where would we be without this?
All of what we achieve is through volunteers. Every
single one on the committee, helpers at the BBQ or
supporting on the day, are volunteers. Clunes is well
regarded for our above average levels of volunteerism. If
you look to the back of this newsletter you will see just
how many groups there are. Some meet regularly and are
extremely active; others are less formalised and more
responsive to the needs of the group. All are an important
part of our community, in fact I would go as far to say,
they are what make our community.

For those who keep a check on the Clunes online
noticeboard – Facebook posts, it is impossible not to
notice how many new additions to the community we have
had over the last 3 months. The usual Welcoming
Committees have not been able to share a drink or a chat.
Quite possibly your neighbours have not even been out to
bump into you at the front gate to welcome you to the
neighbourhood. This is not usual for us and is the reason
why we have organised a Welcome to Clunes – Breakfast
BBQ. It is a free breakfast BBQ to be hosted in Collins
Place – Everyone is welcomed to join – See the post on
page 3 for more detail.
The CTDA will be holding our AGM in early August.
For the committee to remain proactive and relevant we
need to encourage the community support to us by either
taking on an annual membership or then considering an
active role within the committee. Not all members attend
meetings and not all the committee are highly active. They
are, however, all highly valued and appreciated as it is the
revenue generated through the membership base and by
advertising in the newsletter that we can fund most of
what we do. I encourage everyone who is not already a
volunteer within an organisation in town, to consider
joining one. We would love it to be the CTDA but pick a
group that aligns with your interests and that perhaps you
can contribute to. If volunteering is not your thing but you
still want to contribute, then taking up a membership is
just as important.
This year is my third year as President of the CTDA
and I am not able to commit to this position next year as
my work commitments will take me away for extended
periods. I have had an amazing and enjoyable three years
in the chair but it is time to hand it over. I will remain on
the committee, assuming they still want me, but in a lesser
capacity. I mention this now as it gives everyone time to
consider their interest in joining the committee and leading
the CTDA. We will announce a date for the AGM shortly.
In the meantime, if anyone would like to talk about the
opportunities and the responsibilities, I would gladly make
time.
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• Visitor Information Centres
• Council facilities such as Town Halls and Community

HEPBURN SHIRE LIBRARIES
SET TO RE-OPEN
Following this week’s announcement by the Victorian
Government around the gradual easing of COVID-19
restrictions, Hepburn Shire Council will open up a range of
services to the community.
Chief Executive Officer, Evan King, said the easing of
restrictions allows some community facilities and services to
re-open, albeit with restricted numbers and social distancing
requirements in place.
“Council will take a risk-based approach to re-opening
services,” said Mr King.
Our playgrounds, skate facilities and outdoor fitness
equipment across the Shire are now open. State Government
regulations are that people should not gather in groups of
more than 10 and stay 1.5 metres apart from others. This
increases to up to 20 people from 11:59pm on Sunday 31
May 2020. Council has installed signage to remind the
community of appropriate social distancing measures and
have scheduled regular cleaning of the playgrounds.
Council is pleased to announce a new Library Click-andCollect service at our branches will start on Wednesday 3
June 2020. Libraries will be open from 10am to 2pm on
specific days.
• Clunes – Thursday and Friday
• Creswick – Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
• Daylesford – Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday
• Trentham – Tuesday and Friday
Library Click-and-Collect is a temporary service adjustment
so that we can serve the public safely until restrictions are
lifted further.
To avoid disappointment, we are asking the community to
please wait for confirmation that their items are ready for
pick-up. Wait times and queuing outside the library may be
necessary, with information available on our website and
Facebook page.
Mr King said the libraries would increase their cleaning
regime to ensure the health and safety of staff and patrons.
"We're really excited to see people in our libraries again. We
know there will be a lot of grateful patrons, who have really
missed the facilities available at a library. We would like
everyone to follow the restrictions and be respectful of the
changes being made to the library service."
“We are also required to record the names of people who
attend our facilities, but we assure library patrons that if
personal information is retained, it will be stored and
protected and only be made available to health authorities if
contact tracing is required,” said Mr King.
We are currently working through health and safety
considerations before deciding on when to re-open the
following Council facilities.
Council will keep the
community informed through our social media channels,
website and local media.
• Council Offices, including Customer Service at
Daylesford, Creswick and Clunes
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Centres.
In easing restrictions, the State Government is reminding the
community to social distance, be cautious and use common
sense.
State Government announcements have been clear - if you
are able to work from home you must, therefore, our Council
Offices and Customer Service remain closed. There are a
number of ways the community can continue to make contact
with Council without leaving home. These are:
• Online
Customer Service Requests – https://
hscsimplicity.knack.com/putting-the-customer-firstv2#newrequestpublic/
• Phone – 5348 2306
• Email – shire@hepburn.vic.gov.au
As changes are made to services and facilities, the
community will be kept informed through Council’s website,
social media and local advertising.

WORKS IN FRASER STREET
We are preparing to carry
out maintenance works in
Fraser
Street,
Clunes
(between
Clunes
Campbelltown Road and
Bailey Street). The works
will
consist
of
reconstructing and sealing
the unsealed shoulders,
improving
drainage
Photo supplied
infrastructure and defining
nature strips. The works are schedule to commence Tuesday
16 June and are anticipated to take 3 weeks to complete
(weather permitting).
During the works we ask the community to please observe
traffic control signage in place. For further information please
contact Council’s Works Coordinator on 5348 2306.

2020 Clunes Community Dinner
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 health regulations and
restrictions, it is with much regret that the organizing
committee has decided not to hold this event in 2020. This
would have been our 23rd Clunes Community Dinner.
The Dinner is held to acknowledge the wonderful
volunteers in this community and to announce and
celebrate our very own Citizens of the Year.
With all events being held in today’s environment, Event
Co-ordinators have to be very conscious of keeping our
community safe.
We hope you understand our decision and we look
forward to bringing back this wonderful event in 2021.
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Clunes Booktown Festival
By Richard Mackay-Scollay

Greetings to all our Booktown
Supporters and trust that you are all
keeping safe and separate!
In these very uncertain times, we
know that you’re all doing it tough, so we
wanted to reassure you that the Clunes Booktown Festival is
still here.
Thanks to the many support packages from Local, State
and Federal government, we have been able to retain our two
staff, both myself and the Administrator, Sharon Hughes –
albeit on reduced hours.
We’ve also had enormous support from the local
community and many others from further afield, and we
especially thank those who have gifted us the amount that
they would have spent on the Festival and Author Talks.
We are actively programming online content via the
Book Clubs Hub, whose aim is to build a strong online
presence for Booktown through www.bookclubshub.com and
to position Booktown as a central connector of book clubs
with each other and with authors around the country. It will
be a place to share resources to improve book club operations
as well as sharing knowledge and experience, and when we
are able to do so, we will host a physical symposium for book
clubs in Clunes. Building the online community and the
extensive media outreach planned will provide us with a firm
base from which to market the physical symposium and draw
more visitors to the region and Booktown itself.
We are looking to carry out some other programming
between now and next year’s Festival, for example,
producing an online young writer’s mentoring program,
alongside making plans to return to the world of face-to-face
– but social distanced – author talks from August 2020.
Additionally, we are initiating the privately-funded Booktown
Bucks program, where all pre-primary and primary students
in Clunes receive a Book Voucher to spend at local
bookshops.
We’re looking forward to Booktown 2021 & Clunes
Ceramic Award 2021 – when we anticipate being back
stronger and better than ever!
Thanks to all our volunteers who filled out our recent
questionnaire, it’s great to see the depth of experience and
expertise in our town. If you have previously volunteered for
Booktown, or if you would like to do so, please go to this link
and complete the questionnaire https://tinyurl.com/ya2378p9
We are always on the lookout for more volunteers!

forward to things returning to
normal when it is safe for
everyone. Being able to
quickly respond to a person
experiencing
a
cardiac
incident could save a
life. It’s the first time we
have ever sought funding for
a piece of equipment that we
Cr Neil Newitt & Clunes Ag Society
hope we don’t have to use”
Sponsorship Coordinator
she
said. The defibrillator will
Beth Campbell
Photo supplied
be
registered
on
the
Ambulance Victoria AED
register, providing them with a complete picture of the
number and location of these lifesaving devices in the Clunes
community.

NOTES FROM THE PAST
Supplied by the Research Department of the Clunes Museum

PROGRAMME
FRIDAY, November 18th Hospital Day
" Charity is a Universal duty, which it is in every man's
power sometime to practice."
Afternoon- Hospital Carnival in Victoria Park. Fancy
Dress Procession starts at 1.30 p.m. Marshall of
Procession -Mr. W.Mangles, Junr. Prizes awarded for
best groups and individual characters. Fancy,
Produce, Soft Drinks and Lollie Stalls on the ground.
A good programme of Children's Sports and other
Events. A great day of recreation and pleasure to
young and old alike, and REMEMBER - it is in aid of
that noble institution - the Clunes Hospital.
ADVERTISEMENT

CATHERINE KING MP
Federal Member for Ballarat

Standing up
for the
Clunes
Community

Clunes Ag Society - Grant from
Hepburn Shire
By Gayle Wrigley

Safety has been improved for people attending future
events at the Clunes Showgrounds, following the purchase of
a defibrillator, funded through the Hepburn Shire’s
Community Grants Program. A couple of scares involving
people attending functions at the Showgrounds encouraged
the Ag Society to apply for the funding.
Society Secretary Gayle Wrigley expressed gratitude to
the Council for its support in improving public health and
safety through the program. “Whilst activity is quiet at the
Showgrounds at present due to Covid19, we are all looking
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Electorate Office:
5 Lydiard Street Nth, Ballarat 3350
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By Lisa Carey, Media Contact

$10,000 GRANT TO SUPPORT
LOCAL CREATIVE RECOVERY
IN CLUNES
Christy Flaws from Clunes theatre company, Asking for
Trouble, is among the first wave of Victorian creatives who
will work to rebuild and sustain their creative businesses with
support through the Victorian Government’s Sustaining
Creative Workers initiative.
Labor Member for Western Victoria, Jaala Pulford,
welcomed the news that local creative workers and
businesses would share in state-wide grants totalling $2.4
million through the first tranche of the program.
Sustaining Creative Workers provides quick response
grants to support the work of professional creatives across all
fields – from filmmakers, game developers and fashion
designers to writers, visual artists, musicians, performers and
many others.
The creative industries employ 280,000 people in
Victoria and have been among the hardest hit sectors, with
venue closures, screen industry shutdowns and event
cancellations leaving thousands of creative practitioners and

associated trades out of work and leading to millions in lost
revenue.
Christy Flaws from Clunes theatre company, Asking for
Trouble has received a grant of $10,000 to be able to work
with mentor Debby Maziarz to research and develop new
ways of working with their community and inform accessible
and sustainable models of community arts practice for a post
COVID-19 world.
Sustaining Creative Workers is part of the Victorian
Government’s overall $51.1 million response to protect
creative jobs and ensure the state’s renowned creative sector
survives the crisis.
“Creativity has always played a strong role in our
community. Over the past few months, while we have stayed
home, the creative sector has played a vital role in
entertaining us, inspiring us and keeping us connected.” Ms
Pulford said.
The grants program was delivered in partnership with
Regional Arts Victoria and Arts Access Victoria.
Visit creative.vic.gov.au to see a full list of recipients.

Earthmoving or Landscaping need doing?

Allan Stacey
Is the man

10 years
experience

Allan has all the equipment and experience for these
tough jobs when the ground gets too rocky, too hard
and just too big for you
No job is too small or too big
Site level & clean | Trenching | Post Hole Boring |
Driveways
General excavation works & Landscaping
Allan services Clunes, Ballarat & surrounding areas
Equipment available:
5 Tonne Tip Truck | 2 Bobcats (Rubber Track &
Tyre)
2 Excavators (2&3 tonne)
Please give Allan a call on
Mobile 0408 903 870 for a quote
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Karl Schaefer Mobile:
0418 508 558
Email: schaeferant@bigpond.com
Your digital specialist
Servicing Clunes & District
41 Years Experience
Prompt Service & Expert Advice
Satellite Installation & Service
UHF, VHF & FM Antennas
Free Signal Test & Quotes
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Transition to new Regional
Assessment Service
Council has been delivering entry level Regional Assessment
Services as part of the National Aged Care Reforms from 1
July 2015. This service will now transition to Ballarat Health
Services, who are the provider of the Aged Care Assessment
Service and complete comprehensive aged care assessments.
This transition of service will occur from 1 July 2020.
Hepburn Shire Council CEO, Evan King, said that as the
Aged Care reforms have progressed, the preferred model for
delivery of assessment services is to move to a streamlined
model.
With a skilled clinician workforce at Ballarat Health Services
that includes nurses and allied health professionals, the
community will receive a quality service.
“We see this as a positive step for both the community and
Council. Nothing will change for the community, they will
continue to contact My Aged Care in the first instance who
will deal with their referral,” said Mr King.
Ballarat Health Services CEO Dale Fraser said the
organisation was looking forward to supporting the Hepburn
community through the Aged Care Assessment Service.
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“We’re excited to bring our aged care assessment expertise to
the Hepburn region, to ensure that each client’s support needs
are understood,” Mr Fraser said. “Our approach assesses the
client’s needs holistically, with a focus on wellness and
reablement to help determine which services can help them
reach their goals.
“By extending this service, we can ensure that our aging
population’s needs are being assessed equally across the
region from the Grampians through to Hepburn.”
Ballarat Health Services’ Aged Care Assessment Service
currently operates in the Ballarat and Grampians regions.
My Aged Care is the first point of contact for all clients.
They can be reached on 1800 200 422. Further information
on Ballarat Health Services Aged Care Assessment Service
can be found at https://www.bhs.org.au/services-and-clinics/
community-services/aged-care-assessment-service-acas/

Thank You
Through this great Newsletter I would like to say
thank you to everyone for their congratulations
and kind comments on my receiving an OAM.
It is hard to reconcile what I have put into Clunes
with what I have received back, especially when
one considers the friendships, camaraderie,
laughter and pleasure in general that one gains
from being involved with so many
wonderful people
Judith Fawcett
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ANNOUNCEMENT
With regret, the Clunes & District Agricultural Society
announce that the 2020 Clunes show, due to be held on 21st
of November 2020, has been cancelled due to the current
health concerns faced by the community.
We are an active and long standing volunteer committee
with over 65 members and are disappointed that we cannot
hold what was due to be the 160th Clunes Show. We would
like to thank all our sponsors, exhibitors, patrons, stewards
and judges for their ongoing support. Additionally, thanks to
the large number of other members of the Clunes community
whose contribution is critical to making each show a success.
We have many exciting projects that will continue over
the next 12 months to improve our facilities. Our main
upgrade will be the replacement of our aging toilet block
with support from a federal government Ag Show grant.
We look forward to welcoming everyone back to our
160th Show, now planned for 20th of November 2021 and will
be aiming for the “Best Show Ever”.
www.clunesshow.com.au
Contact: President: John Drife – 0427 434 233
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Espartillo Invasion
Clunes has been invaded by Broad-Kernel Espartillo, or
Amelichloa caudata. Originating in South America this
invasive grass has now made its way to Clunes in such
numbers that we are the epicentre in Hepburn Shire.
It’s a rounded perennial tussock grass with stiff,
flattened foliage that can grow to a metre in length. Although
it sends out seedheads it also stores seeds at the base of the
leaf making it very difficult to eradicate without digging up
the clump – and that’s not an easy task.
To see what it looks like in the wild you can see many
examples along Alfred Street roadside or in the empty block
at 8 Fraser Street.
In order to assess the quantity of grasses in Clunes your
Landcare group is undertaking a mapping exercise with
Hepburn Shire Council. If you believe you know a location of
these grasses please email us at cluneslandcare@gmail.com
or text or call Chris on 0408 034 017.
Any information would be greatly appreciated.
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SOCIAL SUPPORT RESTARTS
IN CLUNES
By Merryn Tinkler, Central Highlands Rural Health

On Tuesday 2nd
June, Social Support
Programs at Clunes
Community
Health
restarted with lots of
socially
distanced
smiling faces!
Clients were very
pleased to be able to
speak to their friends
face to face once again.
Photo supplied

Social Support Program Coordinator Lyn Hull said it was
hard to keep up with all the conversations as everyone had
something to say or tell: “Lots of jokes were told, lots of
music played and plenty of good old chit chat”.
During the nine weeks clients were unable to attend the
program, Lyn delivered a weekly package of jokes, recipes,
hidden pictures, word searches and other puzzles. This was
packaged up with a magazine donated by the local
newsagency and some special treats including sweets for
Mother’s Day and homemade Anzac Biscuits for the Anzac
weekend. Lyn wrapped it all together with hopefully a little
joy!
The feedback on the weekly package was great with
clients saying it kept their minds active and it gave them
something to do to pass the time away.
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CLUNES MUSEUM - A HOME
FOR YOUR HISTORY
By James Curzon-Siggers

THE ROAD TO REOPEN
The Museum remains closed but members will meet
again on Thursday July 9 to work out how and when we will
reopen. The new normal will be different but, optimistically,
the Museum will be back in business in July once Council
approves our roadmap to reopen.

part of the annual Hospital Day which raised funds for the
Clunes Hospital. There was a Marshall of the Procession and
prizes awarded for the best groups and individual characters.
Indeed, the photograph of the 1925 Back To Clunes Fancy
Dress Procession is an iconic and much loved image. It was
taken from the verandah of the Museum or the Club Hotel
and it is an amazingly rich photographic record. Apart from
the truly strange fancy dress groups and individual characters,
lots of onlookers in their 1920s finery. Interestingly, the
Museum also has an almost identical photo of the Fancy
Dress Procession in 1933 taken from the exact same location.

JUDITH FAWCETT OAM
Great to see the recognition Judith received in the
Queens Birthday Honours. Her time as President of the
Museum, working with a very talented team, was indeed a
golden era and led to the redevelopment of the stand-alone
institution and 19th century building into the modernised,
state of the art community hub that is The Warehouse. An
amazing feat. Judith remains involved and continues to
provide mentoring, inspiration and leadership as well as that
vital institutional memory linking the "old" Museum and the
"new" Museum.

PROFESSOR BLAINEY CYCLES
CLUNES AND SEES THE WORLD!

TO

Meanwhile, the curatorial team continues work on the
postponed "Clunes In Print" exhibition which will celebrate
the best books and authors connected to Clunes. An old
friend of Clunes, Geoffrey Blainey is one. He has referred to
the town's mining history and the 1873 Riot in his books and most recently in his 2019 memoir, "Before I Forget". In
1941, his father, a Methodist minister, took up pastoral duties
at the Burnbank Street Methodist Church in Ballarat. Inspired
by travel books in the Ballarat Mechanics Institute library,
young Geoffrey "resolved to travel as far as possible" in the
summer of 1943 and effortlessly cycled the narrow bitumen
road to Clunes. "The return journey into the headwind took
much longer." On reaching home, he announced he " had
more or less seen the world." Certainly, he had seen a lost and
now vanished world.

Detail. Fancy Dress Procession. Back to Clunes. 1925. Photo supplied.

FAREWELL TO INDEX ON LITERATURE
BOOKSHOP
The recent sale of the old Post Office and Telegraph
Office, one of the most intact Italianate Post Office buildings
in the state, is also the end of an era. Before there was
Booktown, there was the Index On Literature bookshop run
by David Bornstein and his late wife Margaret. Clunes' oldest
bookshop, it opened in 1991 and its intriguing name reflected
their overriding aim which was "to gather the best in creative
writing, whatever the cultural source." The bookshop ,
situated in the old Post Office Hall, was undoubtedly the
finest book space in Clunes. As well, David co-edited a short
lived local newspaper, "Bush Telegraph", and was involved
with the CTDA. Hopefully, the tradition of fine book selling
that David established will continue under the new owner.

BACK TO CLUNES: THE FANCY DRESS
PROCESSION
ON OUR WATCH: DEMOLITION BY
NEGLECT
It's always good to see the Museum's resources being
used by the community. The Neighbourhood House
storytelling project mentioned in last month's column is one
instance. Another is the Facebook group "Humans of Clunes"
which recently featured an "interview" with the neglected
building at 43 Fraser Street in its many incarnations since it
began as the Fire Brigade Hotel in 1871. (Another 150th
coming up! Hopefully.) As the Clunes and Talbot
Conservation Study said of this building, it "forms an integral
part of that significant precinct." Integral indeed! Can it be
saved on our watch?
Fancy Dress Procession. Back to Clunes. 1925. Photo supplied.

Under the CTDA umbrella, research also continues on a
1920's themed event to coincide with the 100th anniversary
of the first Back To celebration in November 1920. From
their inception right through to the 1980s, they always
featured a street parade with floats and fancy dress. In the
1920s and 1930s, the Fancy Dress Procession was always a
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YOUR REOPENED MUSEUM NEEDS YOU
Of course, the reopened Museum needs new members.
As well as the core business of cataloging, curating and
research, there are a smorgasbord of one-off and special
projects for anyone interested in local, regional, and family
history, as well as mining history and archives. Get in touch.
Do a tour and see if we have what you're looking for.
(info@clunesmuseum.org)
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LOCAL A GRADE ELECTRICIAN
All types of electrical work

Paul Milne
0407 857 486

GOLDFIELDS VETERINARY SERVICES
5 Castlemaine Road Creswick

Ph: 0343 110 101
Barbara Henderson BVSc
Companion and Farm Animals
Please call for veterinary attention

Anytime Anywhere Earthmoving
Mick Gray’s Automotive
Servicing & General repairs, brakes,
exhausts, Tyres new and repairs
Located just out of Clunes
Phone Mick on Mob 0418 142 022

Earthmoving contractors
Bobcat for hire
Tip truck & 5 tonne excavator
ALL AREAS
Driveways - Small Excavations - Horse Arenas - Post
Hole Borers - Gorse & Light Scrub Clearing

Contact GEOFF on 0409 958 853

0418 579 946

builtt
builders

rob@builttbuilders.com.au

Robbie Allen
Director

www.builttbuilders.com.au
Registered builders licence number 59811
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Clunes Former Free Library 1874
By Phil Taig

Funding

Photo supplied

The Chairman of the
Clunes Free Library Committee
has been successful with his
application to the latest round
of the federal government’s
Building Better Regions Fund
(BBRF). The grant of $2100
will be used for further work to
renovate the foyer and Eastern
rooms of the CFL. (RHS of
photo)

Working Bee
Once the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions have been
lifted, a working bee will be organised to clean up the Clunes
Free Library (CFL) and its surrounds. Friends of the CFL will
be contacted to help - several have already indicated they can
hardly wait to be free from enforced home confinement and
look forward to being able to assist with sprucing up the CFL
building. Tasks required include:
• A small amount of scrapped building materials left over
from the old kitchen need to be removed.
• Main hall floor has a layer of sawdust that must be
vacuumed/swept up and chairs and fittings given a Dutch
clean.
• Pack some boxes into a store room.

JULY 2020

• A dozen plinths from the Clunes Ceramic Exhibition to be

returned to a shipping container.

• Long grass to be cut (Lawn mowers provided)
• Garden beds at the front of the building to be cultivated

using coarse gravel and succulent plants donated by
members of Clunes Garden Club.
A vote of thanks is extended once again to Peter and
Brian who have each worked (alone & unassisted) last month
to provide essential services to the CFL new kitchen.

June Committee Meeting
As mentioned in last month’s Newsletter, optimistically
the next meeting will be held on the fourth Thursday evening
of June, the 25th, at 7:30 pm pending relaxation of lockdown
restrictions. As usual the venue is the Clunes Free Library.
July meeting is scheduled for Thursday 23rd July at 7.30pm.
In the past few years the Committee of Management of
Clunes Former Free Library, (COM), has received a great
deal of assistance from its ‘Friends of the Free Library’ in the
local community for which it is very appreciative.

The CFL Committee
Further expansion of the Committee of Management is
being sought to help with ideas for restoring the building
using funds that may be offered from benevolent sources this
year.
The Chairman of the Committee is Graeme Johnstone
and he may be contacted on 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at
‘thedukesbb@bigpond.com’
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SPORTS NEWS
Clunes Golf Club
By Ray Skinner

After seven weeks closure it was a great relief
when the Government announced Golf courses could
re-open under strict Covid rules. All players were
pretty sluggish when we returned on May 13th. with
only one Stableford score over 30 being recorded.
Winner was Rob Dean with 34 points and Runner-up
was Graeme Rowland on 29 points.

It should be recognised that the efforts of these guys to get training
up and running is considerable when you consider the size of our
organisation. AFL clubs have been forced to slash employees and still have
around 25 Full time staff to run the football department. These clubs have
significant strength in major sponsorships and merchandise sales. As a
community club pressure is placed onto an active committee of around 15
to try and co-ordinate the same, whilst still running their own businesses,
employment, and families. It is fair to say this seems pretty unrealistic to
manage when the priority should be safety first. Our volunteer’s well-being
is rarely thought of but was high on the agenda when we discussed the
season in our June monthly meeting.

At the time of writing this Article we have only just been permitted to
Thanks go to our President Brendan Sheehan for his efforts during
use our Clubhouse again. With regard to social distancing numbers in the
Clubrooms are restricted and Members each have their individual table and this time. Holding conversations with other presidents and the CHFL board
during this pandemic. There will be plenty of opinions on what should
chair.
happen, but we are always open to hearing members and the community’s
It will be some time before we return to normal play and formal opinions. It is a difficult time for families to manage and we feel extremely
Competition. It looks likely that this year's Annual Tournament will not sorry to all the kids out there missing their football and netball of a
proceed.
weekend. We can only say that football and netball will return, we just
During lockdown it was necessary to cancel two Committee can’t give you details on a date or whether this year or next.
meetings, so there will be plenty to discuss at our June meeting.
I take this opportunity to wish everyone within the Community all the
Work has continued around the Course. Old tree stumps have been best and hope you are all enjoying the opportunity to spend more time with
burnt out, signs have been renovated and general maintenance has kept the your families.
Course in excellent condition.

Asking for Trouble

A generous donation of "Rattan" chairs from the National Hotel has
By Luke O’Connor
been appreciated and are now in use in our BBQ area.
Despite the unexpected pause over the last few months we have been
Attendance has been extremely good since our return at both regular
continuing to plan and develop a series of community projects including
competition and 'Feral' mornings.
Art Attack but also our Frankenbike project (supported by the Regional
Other Results
Arts Fund) which will involve a small group of young men collaborating
with local artists Luke O’Connor, Tom Ripon and Bob McKinnon to create
Stableford held on Sunday 16th
strange, sculptural but ultimately rideable creations later this year. We look
Winner
Kristy Kennedy
37 points
forward to these becoming a feature of local celebrations in the future.
Runner-up
Phil Johnston
35 points
Stableford held on Sunday 24th.
We have also recently received funding through Creative Victoria‘s
Winner
Andrew Cox
36 points
Sustaining Creative Workers Initiative to explore a new project with our
Runner-up
Dean Marshall
35 points
mentor Debby Maziarz – ‘Future proofing community practice through non
Stableford held on Wednesday 27th.
-monetary exchange’.
Winner
Don Robinson
38 points
We’ve been thinking a lot about how to continue to provide
Runner-up
Rob Dean
36 points
opportunities for local young people (and the whole of Clunes community)
Stableford held on Sunday 31st.
to regularly attend and participate in arts and cultural activities. We are
Winner
Dean Marshall
38 points
looking at ways we can utilize resources within our community to be able
Runner-up
Martin Nichols
35 points
to sustain our own activities, as well as finding ways to exchange with
visiting artists. This has emerged out of our ‘pay as you feel’ model with
Art Attack where people have been exploring gifting/barter as a way to
By Chris McLennan
support the work we are doing – this has ranged from beautiful home
Football and netball remain in uncertain times cooked meals, sharing of poetry, sewing, eggs, fruit and even assisting us
with the 2020 season still yet to be given the green with the development of educational resources to support our schools tours
light to proceed. In the last couple of monthly editions, across Victoria!
we have been gradually moving towards restrictions
We’ve discovered for ourselves that there is a rich history and culture
easing and community sport re-commencing. But a
couple of significant issues have occurred late in June of generosity in Clunes and we want to find ways to open that up to our
as this publication goes to print. We have seen the wider artistic community so we can continue to welcome them to town,
premier ramp up stronger restrictions and AFL player watch their shows, listen to their music and glean some of their
has tested positive despite significant and skills, especially after our sector has been impacted so heavily by COVID19.
overwhelming safety policies in force.
We are looking for any offers of local accommodation which might
The CHFL board met with club presidents on 16th June to discuss the
possibility of a season. Basically, a ten-week season Commencing late July be available for a couple weeks at a time to gift to visiting artists in
and finishing at the end of September 2020. It was concluded that more residence who are keen to contribute to community activities- if you have
information was still required from AFL Vic by clubs before a final ideas about this please get in contact!
decision will be made on June 29th.
We were also successful in receiving funds from Hepburn Shire
Every club has their own set of circumstances to consider but clearly Council to collaborate with our friend Hayley Hoopla in ‘Cooped up
the health concerns of a second wave sweeping the state is occurring, Hoops’ a project where Clunes residents (of all ages) will be able to
financial implications of a lack of revenue raising options and the well- participate in a free online hula hoop course where they will learn a
being of volunteers are the most significant factors that our club considered choreography and make their own hula hoop. (materials will be provided
free of charge). When it is safe to do so participants will be invited to
at our June monthly meeting.
participate in a flash mob performance at a public event -we figured hula
By the time this is being read there is a possibility that the season hoops was an ideal physical distancing apparatus!
may in fact be called off. The longer the decision takes on the season the
Being artists in residence at Clunes Neighbourhood house over the
more frustrations continue amongst families, Committee, and coaches.
past few years has enabled us to build connections and trust within the
Significant efforts to ensure safety protocols were adhered to by the community and we’ve been so grateful for everyone’s support and care,
senior coach and staff to get training up and running may prove fruitless in we’re looking forward to seeing you all again soon! (we misssssss
the end. Director of Football Luke Harper spent significant time designing youuuuuu!!!).
documentation for the club and coach Johno Leoncini was carrying out
sessions in various locations with player hubs of 10 or less players
involved.

Clunes Football Netball Club
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COMMUNITY GROUPS
All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January. New
members most welcome. Contact Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596
or peter.billing@iinet.net.au
Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship- Eucharist for all ages
11am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed by bring & share lunch. All
welcome. Enq: Father Chris Keast Home: 0353 324 7232 Mobile: 0427
911 792 Email : ckeast@ballaratanglican.org.au for baptisms, weddings &
funerals.
Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and
Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm Tuesday afternoons at Clunes
Football / Netball Club during school terms. Call 5345 4078.
Carpet Bowls Indoors at Clunes Senior Citizens Hall. Each Wed and Sat
from 1.40pm. New members welcome. Come along for a fun afternoon.
Enq: Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in
the Museum Workshop from 10am each Thursday. Committee meets
every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at
the
Warehouse. Enq. The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message
for Museum.
Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs.
Printing services, free internet, gallery available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at
Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open
9-3 Mon-Fri. See our website www.clunesnh.org for more details.
Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers &
their parents/caregivers. Clunes Health Centre Wed 10am-12pm, term
time. Enq Bec Clowes ph. 0437 497 432
Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@
kindergarten.vic.gov.au.

Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm 3rd Thur of month from
Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before Show & Thur after. President-John Drife
Ph. 0427 434 233 ; Secretary-Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506
Homecrafts-Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website www.clunesshow.com.au

Clunes Probus Club The Combined Probus Club of Clunes is in recess at
the moment and we will restart the Club activities as soon as we possibly
can. In the meantime membership inquiries can be directed to the
Secretary, Ron Thomas, on 5345 3344.

Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues 7.30pm at the
Young Farmers club rooms at show grounds. A friendly, social
environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact Jenny 0400 613 153.

Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to Secretary Mr Lindsay Pritchard on
mobile 0427 028 556

Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month
7.30pm, old SMB building behind Clunes Mechanical Repairs.
Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am
and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a working group. Venue: Lunch Room,
Clunes Neighbourhood House. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857
Clunes Bowling Club: Mark
clunesbowlingclub@outlook.com

Vorbach

0421422

895

Email

Clunes Book Club Enq Karen ph.: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm on
the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL.
Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the
Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm BYO lunch + craft projects, all
crafts + kids welcome. Join Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Facebook group
for more info.
Clunes Field & Game Enquiries to Eric 5345 3571.
Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath
Milne 0448 453 665. Email clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.
Clunes Free Lending Library Meetings held 4th Thursday of each month
at 7.30pm. The Chairman of the Committee is Graeme Johnstone and he
may be contacted on 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at
‘thedukesbb@bigpond.com’.
Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.15am.
Outing days will meet at 9.15am. For info please contact Secretary Susan
McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Pam Shackelton 0409 202 636.
Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509
or Lawrie Lees 5345 3034. Course 18 holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year
round play. Non members $10 green fees for 18 holes. $5 with Member.
Under 16 free. Visitors welcome on Sunday/Wednesday competition
days.

Clunes Senior Citizens Club Inc Further information from the Secretary,
Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.
Clunes Tourist & Development Association Monthly meeting held at The
Warehouse. Everyone welcome from community and business. Meet
2nd Thursday each month 7pm at the Warehouse Enq: President Steve
Hunter on Mob 0400 696 794 or email shunter29@hotmail.com
Clunes Writers' Group meets second Monday of each month except
public holidays 1.00-3.00pm at Clunes Neighbourhood House (in the
lunch room) 70 Bailey St, Clunes Contact Patsy 0407 377 610
Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday
at 10am.
Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival
and monthly Booktown on Sunday author talks. Volunteers always
welcome. Enq 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.
Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd
Monday of the month at the Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at
10.30am. Visitors are welcome.
Mad Chatters Club meet every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual
get togethers alternating between Widow Twankeys and Rose and Oak
cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434.
Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school
terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq Lana 0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.
Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm Clunes
Community Health Centre. Enq Georgina 5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946
095.
Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison
for information. Ph 5345 3060.

Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group. New members always
welcome.
Contact
Chris
O’Donnell
0408
034
017
or
cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.

Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus) Worship
services at 11am on 2nd and 4th (Holy Communion) Sundays and last
Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages.
Everyone welcome. Enq: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or
rosemary.carter@internode.on.net

Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins
Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm, Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.

Yoga Classes Clunes Senior Citz every Thursday at 7pm. All levels
welcome anytime. Enq Lily 0459 138 797, or lilymason75@gmail.com,
www.lilymasonyoga.com

Clunes Men’s Shed Open from 10am Monday & Wednesday at the
Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and friendly space for men to
meet in a workshop setting. Enq: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.
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